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5 Pilgrim. n ehings deſirous, ventrabla © 
= FW put in the way, how I may 
T8 £4 % Ppily fin the A of my Pilgrims 
EI + | 11 age; and I thought yu were the fitteſt” 
perſon ! uld "pply to; ar rſtand that you have” 
lived arance ſhews it. 


ogg time, and, indeed, your 25 


HBeſides, having oohyerſed both with and man, you 
muſßhave acquired a large ſtock of nj 
perince. 


. Hdam. True, Son; J am, indeed, 
5 age. About nine hundred and thirty 
have gone over my head, and I do n 

pect to live many years more, nor, 

deſire it. Could read continued | 

glorious Paradiſe, and in my firſt 

have been weary of living,; * th 

: degenerate and corrupt,” that i 

lam out of it. 
Pilgrim. That 8 ff 


e, never ſhould 1 
world is now, 


{ that delightful, - 


US Ny cht me to you; 


MW that, hearing how you "oy cal; 

firable a life, I may take Wärfing. 1 
Adam. Not a word more of that, Som; t. 

8 brance of it always draws tears. | 


| hot give way wo grief oo . 
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Pilgrim. You ſeem 7 dati Father .- 
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KC \ hairs with ſuch queſtions. 


_ *- ſigh for his treſpaſs. 
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2 DIALOG UE between A. M. 1. 


. Forbear, I intreat you, to ait 0p grey 


Pilgrim. Why fo, Father? 
. Oh, to think ! to think! | | 
Pilgrim. Let me beg of you, Father, as I came to 
you for inſtruction, not to end me away empty. 
_ Certainly your former de muſt have been ſomething 


very glorious, that the t ehr of afin it affects you 


ſo much. 


Gen . i, 


Pilgrim. Did you fee any viſible form of him? 


Adam. He deſcended to me, his mean creature, in ſo 
much augult ſplendor, yet ſpeaking to me with ſuch 
endearing mildneſs, that I never ſhall forget it; eſpe- 
cially as I perceive that his favour is not fo ſweet to 
me, 1 5 became diſobedient to him. Therefore, 
my Son, beware of any diſobedience, ſmall as it may 


ſeem, leſt the love of God depart from you. 


Pilgrim. Give me, I pray, ſome account of Para- | 
diſe: On that head we ſhall, wee time, talk more 


at large. 
Ada. It is impoſſible to give you a true repreſent- 


ation, what a charming, delightful place it was. The 
trees ſtood in rows and Full of fine fruits, of which, in 


my walks, I gathered what I liked. The birds leaped 


from ſpray to \ ſpray, making the garden ring with their 
melody; for the very animals were much more ſpright- 
ly whilſt their ruler kept his firſt ſtate, and God held 


fr jendſhip \ with him 


bet me. The ſoil yielded a Tuperahundance. of every 
thing wanted, and without any caxe or labour: But. 


haz 1 thought myſelf moſt - happy ir, was a female 
* 8 . 


bo Alan. No tongue can expreſs in what a 
4 Tweet, pleaſing manner, my Creator uſed to 


ſpeak to me in the happy days of his love. 


byc now. they ſeem to. droop and 
All che beaſts came ſubmiſſively 
about me, and | gave everyone its name, according to 

9 its moſt remarkable quality; for God had 
* 19, 8 given me knowledge of the nature of things 


bhelpmate, and that many might partake of 


| | : / g 
A. M. 1. 4 P1LGRIM ond AB AM. + 

| companion, which God had given me as a 2 
the riches of his creation. I loved her exceedingly. She 
was, indeed, fleſh of my fleſh, and bone of my bone, 
as I perceived immediately on ſeeing her. No life ever 
was, or ever will be, like ours in that garden; nothing 
but innocence, complacency, and love, paſſed between 
us; without cares, jars, or vexations, and with af- 
* uence of every thing we could deſire. Then how noble 
and glorious were the faculties and diſpoſitions of our 
minds! When God approached us, what exraſies of love 
and adoration ſwelled our hearts! We were ſtrangers to 
falſity and deceit.” No guilt or weakneſs troubled out 


quiet. We knew nothing of any evil being in the world. 


We lived purely on the good which God ſiowered 
down upon us, for we had more communion with the 


divine good than we ourſelves knew. As a child is) 


never perfectly ſenſible of the fondneſs and affection 
of his father, till after forfeiting it; ſo we, after bein 
turned out of that delightful Paradiſe, then, alas ! too 
late, began to know the infinite good we had been poſ- 
ſeſſed of, whilſt in it. 5 E 
Pilgrim. But, Father, it ſeems ſtrange that, after 
God had endued you with ſuch wiſdom and goodneſs, 
he ſhould ſuffer you to be ſeduced from your Creator, 
to break through his only injunction, and when ſq. 
much depended on it. 
Adam. Oh! Son, there is no expreſſing what inn 


ence a woman has over a man, who has once ſet his lo 2 


on her, eſpecially when there is any appearance of reafori 
on her ſide z and the wiley ſerpent uſed ſuch infidious 
language to her, as overperſuaded her to imagine we 
vere laid under ſome unjuſt reſtraint, and that we 
ſhould be great'gainers By following his ſuggeſtions. 
In ſhort, he brought my poor wife to be- Fac OR 
 lieve, that we ſhould be like God him- 3 
elf; and that his only ſcope, in forbidding us to eat f 
the tree, was to prevent our being ſo ::: 
hen; Wow. 
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4 © | Dratocve between 4. M. 1. 
Pilgrim. Hccutſed artiſicese? 2 

Alam. This ſtaggered her weak mind, my con- 

ef curing with her ſtrong deſire of taſting the fruit, (as, 


1 to be ſure, nothing could be more ſightly than the 
ö tree, ſhe yielded to the tempter, and ate. 
SG  Lilgrim., Sad eating | . 
i Adam. Then came ſhe running to me, with the ca- 4 
; joleries which the ſerpent had uſed to her; and I, 
b blinded by love, and bewildered with deſpair at what 
{ ſhe had done, yielded to her inſinuaions. 1 followed 2 
| her wretched example. 7 
n Pilgrim. What happened then | ps any: 
1 Adam. Immediately. our eyes were open, 4 we 1 
pʒęewebrceived ourſelves to be naked. Beſides, every thing 


appeared quite altered; the little birds became ſhy z 
td he beaſts ſcemed to put on a kind of wildneſs; ſome, 
6 lowring, turned their backs on us; others threatened 
us; great numbers withdrew from their obedience; ſo 
\ that we had but few left about us. The charming ſun 
ſeemed alſo to hide its head; the weather began to 
gro cold ; in ſhort, both the elements and the crea- | 
cures ſeemed to reproach our fooliſh and ungrateful dif- 1 
obedience towards ſo good a Creator... 
Pilgrim. What a lots, in ſo ſhort a time ! 9 
Adam, Theſe were the leaſt parts of our mite > . | 
there is one thing—Oh ! oh! = 
Pilgrim. For God's fake, Father, forbear ſuch great 
grief, and relate to me what 1 it is that * ſon near pu 
heart. 8 1 
Adam. Oh l that i WEE, VVV 
Pilgrim. Of your deluded wife? | 
Adam. No, no! the auguſt, the glorious appearance - | 
| of God, whom every morning we uſed to praiſe, who | 
* uſed to be all our ſolace and joy, now ſtruck, us with * | 
affright; and his voice, once the ſweeteſt muſick to us. 
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n. 2. 4 PII AIX and ADA. n 


Adam. Oh! my Son, never, never ſin againſt your 
God, how alluring ſoever it may ſeem, or whatever ap- 
pearance of reaſon it may wear; for, believe me, death 
is the conſequence of) ſin; out FU God no life is to be 
found. att 51% „öl 210 

Pilgrim. How was it whe you then? * n 

Aaam. On hearing his voice, we uſed 
to creep into fome thicket or cave; and 
could we have hid ourſelves from bim, we ſhould. But 
it was all folly; there is no hiding one's ſelf from God. 2 
Yet, when we ſtood daft him, we fenen were for A 
Juſtifying ourſelves; + 971% % 404 

Pilgrim. But, Father, what could you plead? *: fra 

- Adam. We began to clear ourſelbes; 
* by laying the blame on my . and 


Gen. il. 14 


? 


ver. 10, 1 1213. 


the, on the ſer een. by 4545) 568 
WW; 71m.” Did that avail any. thing Asad 130 


: * — Avail! It only made bad We! for nothing 15 
more diſpleaſes Ged, than an unwillingneſs to confeſs 
our ſins. However, God in his juſtice en e wer; © | 

and all according to our ſeveral deme- | 

rits: firſt, the-ſerpent, as the contriver | 

ef the miſchief, received ſentence z nent, Eve my wife; 

then, J. 14 — EI 
Hilgrim. And what might the ebene be 15 109K 
Adam. The ſerpent was curſed above all ede 

8 my wife was to bear and bring forth children 

wich much pain and ſorrow, and, as ſhe had made an 

ill uſe of her influence over me, ſhe was ſubjected to 

merz and; I, for: not having been: ſatisſied with the eaſe, 

plenty, and felicity of Paradise, was ſentenced! tor 

earn my ſubſiſtence with fatigue, anxiety, and trouble | 
witneſs this ſpade, and plougb, and this 18571 10 | 
yoke of cattle; and hard muſt I labour Ye. 17, 18, th NT. 

in my old age to ſupport myſelf. The ſentenes of . 

death alſo was made known to u boi he at wh 

Pilgrim. That is a grievous. puniſhment, anda] they 
conſequence of a ſhort Prue!" But what changes 

happened Afterwards | 1 8 


. N 
ver. 14, 15,16. 
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6 5 f ALOGUE between A. M. 2. 


"OY No fooner was the ſentence pronounced, 
than we felt our nature impaired. 'We were ſeized 
with bodily *pains and infirmities. Now we ſtood 

3 in need of ſheſter from heat and = 4 

254.% whereas, at firit, ſkins of beaſts, give i 
us by God, anſwered that pur purpoſe. The earth — = 
every where to ſhoot up weeds, prickles, briars, and 
thorns, and theſe choaked the eſculent good products 
which were-to ſerve for our nouriſhment ; and they, 
otherwiſe, throve but indifferently ; for, inſtead of the 
kindly miſt, which had communicated a proper humi- 
dity to the earth, now we had frequently violent t rains, 3 
then extreme heat, ſo that we were very hard put to it, 1 
and in continual ſollicitude. The ſerpent, irritated. at F 
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0 its being debaſed, looked on us with an evil eye, ſo that 
1 here again we were in continual fear of its doing us 
14 ſome miſchief; and not the ſerpent only, but many AF 
{| other beaſts, as they all ſhewed a kind of hatred and 


1 abhorrence of us. Then what troubled me extremely Þ 
14 was, that my wife, who had ever carried it with great 
meekneſs and affection, ſeeing herſelf ſubjected to me, 

began to be ſomewhat froward and contradictory, 
2 which gave riſe to many diſcords. The trouble which 

her frowardneſs gave me, was worſe than all the labour |} 
N of my hands; yet, as her huſhand, and ſtill retaining 
xr, | cordial affection for her, I viſibly ſympkathized with 
i any pain or ſorrow of her's. Oh! Son, time would 
fail me to tell you the ſeveral] changes, in body and 
ſoul, which our tranſgreſſion brougfit on us; and 4 4 
moſt afflicting ſubject it is to me to talk f. 4 

Pilgrim. I ſhould have thought, Father, that after 
the ſentence of death was pronounced againſt you, ang 
all theſe calamities were coming on, you ſhould imme- 
 diately have haſtened to the tree of life, and eat of it; 
thus you and we ſhould have been delivered from death. 3 
Adam. That we · ſnould have readily done, had not 
the wiſdom of God prevented u us; . it would only $ 
_ have: oval. our utter ne” =" 
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A.M. $.x.Y Pref and Ap Al. 7 
Pilgrim. How ſo, prays Na 52s 
Adam. Had we, of our own heads, ſeized « on that 

tree, and made ourſelves immortal, our caſe would have 

been no better than. Ludifer's, and we had become 
quite paſt repentance and converſion : the greater our 
gift, the more criminal is it to rebel againſt God. 

Wherefore God, in his wiſdom, obſerving our raſh- 

neſs, ſpread over us the wings of his mercy; and, that 
we might not, by-our own conceit and temerity, cor- 

rupt ourſelves more than we had, by eat- Gen. ill. 2 

ing of the Tree of Knowledge, he turned en. os 

us out of Paradiſe. 

Pilgrim. Yet one would be apt to ſay, that life was 

to be choſen before death. bo” 
Adam. You know not what you ſay, Son. God has 

annexed life to himſelf, and graciouſly imparts it to 

whom he pleaſes. He who loves life, let him entirely 

give himſelf up to God; he who ſeeks life elſewhere 

than in God's favour, precipitates himſelf into death, 

of which Lucifer and all the impious are inſtances; 

inſtead of life they have only a death full of nn 

which they ſottiſhly imagine to be living. 
Pilgrim. So far I am fatisfied, and much obliged to 

you for being fo communicative; but there is one f 

thing J have Rtill to aſk. You intimated ſome altera 

tion in your ſoul. Did your fall, then, affect that part? 
Adam. Yes, truly, and the change was not ſmall 3 
for, the delight and joy which it uſed to have in God, 

it has transferred to the periſhable creature; as 1 a 

King, driven out of his kingdom, ſhould betake him- 

ſelf to the meaneſt employments. What is {till more, 
it has ſcarce any ſenſe of its former glory. The con- 
ſequence of this is, that being no longer: directed by the 
divine light, it abuſes the creatures, and is ſwayed by 
the deſires and appetites of the body. Meat and drinlæ, 
originally intended for neceſſity, are now abuſed to 
gluttony and intemperance apparel, for covering the 
3 oP „is turned i into ſhew and vanity; the power and 
9 B 4 OR | 
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inc lination, implanted by God for continuing our ſpe- 
cies, are turned to luſt and exceſſes, productive of the 
v5 greateſt evils in ſociety ; and, in like manner, every 
Creature is, by the lawleſs ſtupidity of the depraved 
' ſoul, warped from the true end of its creation. In Pa- 
. Tadiſe we were ſtrangers to all this, 
Pilgrim. Whence might that proceed? © 
Adam. The foul, after its firſt relapſe, deprived of 
the real knowledge of God, ſeeks its life in enjoyments 
of its own formation, as knowing no other ; for, un- 
leſs irradiated anew by a divine ray, it degenerates more 
{ and more, and at length becomes worſe than the very 
! brutes. Too much of this have I ſeen in my time, 
Pilgrim. What a variety of ſorrows you have gone 
through, Father + 2 9 
Adam. Yes, indeed, Son. Should I give you a de- 
tail of the injuries and calamities I have ſuffered, of the 
horrid wickedneſs which prevails, it would be too ſad 
| a ſtory for me to relate, or you to hear, without tears. 
=_ Pilgrim. I would not willingly give you any afflic- 
8 tion; yet could I with to have an account of your mil- 
fortunes, as I may draw ſome inſtruction from it. 
* * Adam. Being ſo deſirous of inſtruction, I will gra- 
: tify you. Not long after our being turned out of 
Ne ie . Paradiſe, my wife was delivered of two 
Ws. ſons at different times; the name of the 
firſt was Cain, and the ſecond was called Abel. The 
former, being a well-made, comely child, of him we 
had great hopes; the younger was of a more tender 
5 frame, with ſomething ſoft in his counte- 
4 nance, that ur made no great account of 
him. The elder, as he grew up, betook himſelf to 
tillage, in which he ſhewed great induſtry and labori- 
obus application, The younger, being of a quiet diſ- 
poſition, anſwerable to his look, choſe a ſhepherd's life. 
He was virtuduſly inclined ; not an unbecoming word 
erer came from his lips; withal, he was ſo courteous, 
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ficient” in that; and his afflicted 


A. M. 40. a Pireizn and A5 AN. . 


had imbibed their nature. The former unhappily be- 
gan to envy his brother's endearing qualities, and to 
bear him a diſlike, perceiving that his innocent de- 
portment g gained our affections, but r when he 

ſaw that God had more pleaſure in his | 
brother than in him, his offering being re- ver. +, 


jected. His indignation betrayed itſelf on all-occaſions. © 
From his-childhood he had ſhewed himſelf « of 'a hos 


—— TY 


= TR hit. His Adllehnels filled us — terror, 

— gp er that he dan was brooding ſome 
black deſign, 

Pilgrim. Bur, Father, after ſuch experience a as yours, 

ſhould not you have taken him to taſk, and ſeriouſly 

admoniſhed: him? for ſuch a choleric teinper” is incon- 


| ſiſtent with brotherly affection. 


Adam. Alas! my Son, we were far from being U. 
mother frequently 
told him, with tears, what had fallen us, and in- 
treated him to lay aſide a behaviour, which was offen- 
ſive to God, who never left obſtinate ſinners unpu- 
niſned. But no advice will take effect, where a man 
does not watch over himſelf. And, what is — | 
God himſelf, in his tender mercy, dehort- 
ed him from his malignant animoſity. 
But, oh! had it gone no farther than angry looks and 
a diſcourteous carriage _ 

Pilgrim. How, Father! Your grief returns on you 
as ſtrong as before. W : 
Adam. Oh! Let me intreat your. Banne The 
thought of what followed cruſhes my grey hairs. 
Nee I will leave you e to your e 
grief. | 
Adam. That I ſhould live to {ee ney a deed among : 
my children ! | 
Tu: W hat, then, did * live to an Father! ? 


ver. 6, 7. | 


81 | &. Adam. | 


. 


go 24 Aan between A. 21.40, 


Alam. Oh l The firſt:born-in the world. 
_ Paigram. 1 / hat happened then! 2 70 | 


23557 


Jate the Jefplodable event. All our admonitions and 
intreaties could not give the leaſt turn to Cain's ani- 
moſity, but, coming up to his poor, quiet brother, as 

he was tending his flock, he began to ſtorm and rage 


moſt dreadfully, in order to raiſe a quarrel ; but that 


weak lamb anſwering him ſubmiſſively, it ſo inflamed 
his brutal rage, that, laying hold of the jaw- bone of 


e. ſome dead animal, he felled his brother to 
the ground, who breathed his laſt on the 


ſpot, and there was left a bleeding corpſe. 


Pilgrim. A diſmal event, indeed ! but what does our 


* 


| findul nature ſticx at? 


Adam. Now he had gratified his malice. But had 


you ſeen the agitations of Cain, after he had ftruck the 
fatal blow He cried vehemently, wrung his hands, 
ſtamped ; but all in vain. His conſcience afforded him 
no comfort: He was full ef fear and horror! If he did 
but hear a ruſtling leaf, he imagined it was ſomebody 


purſuing him, to revenge innocent blood. He fled from 


the ſight of the Lord, if ſuch a thing could be, like 
one utterly diſconſolate and diſcouraged by remorſe. 


At length, unable to bear the ſight of us, he removed 


into another country. 5 
Pilgrim. This, ſure, muſt have pierced your hearts 
with grief. 


— It was indeed a heavy ſtroke to us, to loſe, in 
one day, the comforts of our lives, two ſons; one dead 
as to the body, and the other, which was ſtill worſe, 
Joſt to the ſoul. But when the mother ſaw her favour- 
ite ſon lying! in his blood, there is no expreſſing her 
agonies; and, for my part, I was too much troubled 
myſelf to offer any comfort to her. Neither of us got 


the better of this affliction for — 5 years, nor ever 
{i ver. 25. ſhould, had not God comforted us with an- 


other * inſtead of Abel; him we called 


ol | Seth; 
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Seth ; and this happened in the hundred and thirtieth 


year of my age. Beſides his extraordinary beauty, this 
child was of a moſt promiſing temper. We had, in- 
deed, many more children, but none equal to him for 
| ſenſeand virtue; from which we conceived hopes, that * 


C dd deſigned in him to found a peculiar race. 


Pilgrim. Pray tell me, what became of Cain in his 
voluntary exile z did he reform afterwards ? ? 

Adam. As God gave me more children, an hae 
children, in proceſs of time, had others, which ſpread 
into ſeveral countries, Cain took to wife 
one of my firſt daughters, and increaſed his 
generation. Among other children, he had a ſon 
named Enoch. As to the poor man's reformation, of 
which you were aſking, ſince the murder of Abel he 
was under a perpetual terror, and never thought him- { 


ver. 17. 


ſelf ſafe any where; but at laſt, ſeeking ſafety in hu- 
man means, he built 2 town in the Eaſt, which, after; 
his ſon, he called Enoch. 
Pilgrim. Did he never pray to God for forgiveneſs? 
Adam. He conceived that his fin was too 
great ever to be forgiven, and thus never ver: Tots, 
ſought it. Indeed, he often prayed to God to preſerve 
him from violence; for he apprehended: that the firſt 
man that ſaw him would Kill him, to rid the earth of 37 


5 ſuch a monſter.. 2 . 


Pilgrim. That is forathing odd, Shae being then 
ſcarce any people; beſides, how could my Ro Cain 


to be a murderer ? 
Adam. He was not ignorant rh I had more chil- 
dren, or at leaſt there was a probable expectation of 


more; and thus he concluded, that, ſoon or late, he” 3 


ſhould fall a facrifice to their revenge. Then it is, by 
divine appointment, natural for all murderers to be 
haunted by a fearful conſcience, and much more he, 
as having ſet the firſt example of murder; and he 


could leſs expect the remiſſion of his ſin, God himſelf 


Free ponent ſo eie, warned TA beſides 5 our i 


Fe * . 

*%; - * * " * * f ON L 
= 4 i * 0 . . 1 1 
„ 

27 4 7 5 
— 


2 D IAL 06 UE 3 AM. 130. 


daily affectionate talk to him about the turpitude and 
evil of fin, and the beauty and felicity of virtue: But 
he turned the deaf ear to all we ſaid, and perſiſted in 
his wicked courſe. . Therefore, Son, on any enticement 
of ſin, when you perceive the voice of God within you, 
harden not your heart, but thankfully attend to the ſa- 
lutary whiſperings of your Creator, and firenuouſly- 
oppoſe and ſuppreſs: ſin in its firſt impulſes, that you 
fall not into Cain's miſery; for the greater the light 
under which ſin is committed, certainly the leſs par- 
donable. Though Cain is by no means = be com- 
' mended for def] pairing, it maſts bawenet, be a leſſon 
to you. 1 | 
Pilerim.. Did he lots no truſt i in God? _ 
Adam. He ſo far, as I faid, turned to God, as to 
pray that he might not be killed; and God 
was pleaſed to aſſure him of it, by putting 
a mark on him, that whoſoever killed Cain N be. 
puniſhed feven-fold. + 
Pilgrim. What became of his deſcendants ? Were 
there any godly among them? _ | 
Adam. The far greater part betook anale ves to 
handicrafts, ard were carpenters, maſons, ſtone-cut- 
ters, and the like; for, as I ſaid before, Cain built a 
city, and there his deſcendents followed- their ſeveral: 
occupations. As for their duty towards God, juſtice 
and benevalence among one another, their founder, 1 
fear, left them to themſelves. His ſon Enoch had 
ver. A vc. alſo a ſon called Hirad. - Hirad' begat Me- 
thujael, and he had a ſon named Methuſael, 8 
whoſe ſon-Lamech was the firſt who violated the or- 
dinance of God, that one man, ſhould have but one 
wife; but he, contrary to the divine law, took unto 
himſelf two wives, Ada and Zilla. Ada bore him a 
ſon named Jabal, a very virtuous man, and particu- 
larly was of ſuch an humble and peaceable diſpoſition, 
that, ſick of the pomp and pleaſure of the town, he 
retired to Puntry lite, dwelling in a cottage, and 
turned 


| ver. 1 5 
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turned herdſman. He had alſo another fon by Ada, 


called Jubal, who, obſerving men frequently ſubject to 


melancholy, heavineſs, and atrabilarious paſſions, in- 


vented muſical inſtruments, to allay thoſe diſorders, 


and exhilarate the mind. By Zilla afterwards he had 


a a ſon called Tubalcain; a moſt ingenious man for all 
kinds of work in gold, ſilver, iron, and other metals. 


To him, however, in no ſmall meaſure, is owing the 
univerſal deſire of riches, and delight in finery and 
ſhew:; for he had the aſtoniſhing art of extracting gold: 
and- filver from the earth, and working them into 
veſſels, bracelets, and the like, ſo that every one's fancy 
was ſmitten with them, and they were eſteemed as of 
great value; tho'-this kind of metallic wealth conſiſts 


more in the imagination than its real nature. Lamech 


their father, in the impetuoſity of his temper, com- 
mitted a fact which occaſioned terrible diſaſters in his 
family; but it would be too long to enter into a detail 
of them. | 

Pilgrim. I hope, Father, to hear a better account of | 
your fon Seth's progeny. 

Adam. Why, indeed, of them I can ſpeak witli ſome 
pleaſure. When I was about two hundred and thirty 
five years old, and Seth an hundred and five, 26. 
he had a ſon whom he called Enos; and at 2 
this time, to my infinite joy, Seth and ſome- othihy of 
my family, began to preach in the name of God, ſhew= . 
ing forth his wonderful dealings with the children of 
wiſdom, power, and goodneſs ; and their ciſcourley 
they confirmed by the piety of their lives.. 

Pilgrim, What need was there of preaching ? Was 


not God every where acknowledged ? Did he no longer 


convene witk men? Was not the creation of the world | 
a ſufficient diſplay of his attributes? 3 

Adam. Your : queſSon, Son, is pertinent, and very 
well deſerving of an anſwer. God, indeed, had made 
known his — by his wonderful works, and the crea-" 


tion of the world was conſpicuous w all, He allo had 4 
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not totally ceaſed ſpeaking to men, particularly by vi- 


ſions; and, in general, he was conſtantly ſpeaking 


to mankind, by his law written in their conſciences ; 


but this being common, it was no longer attended to; 
"for the lincage of Cain, which was now of above an 
hundred years ſtanding, had by their deflections ſo cor- 


xupted it, that the ſouls of men ſeemed to have loſt 
alſo their perceptions, all ſenſe of their real nature and 
dignity z their whole ſtady, employment, and talk, 


turning entirely on eating and drinking, planting, 


building, trading, marrying, and other concerns of 
this buſtling life; and the heart being, by the num- 


berleſs ſuperfluities which came into vogue, dulled and 
darkened, nay, quite diverted from minding God's 
voice within them, not a few began to queſtion whe- 


ther there was any God at all; ſome had low notions 
of him and ſome vilified his name, as if they would 


explode all reverence of him out of the world. There- 


fore was it, that my good ſon Seth's family, to ſuppreſs 
ſuch impiety, openly preached the wonders of God, 
and, in their words and actions, teſtifled of the glorious 
and everlaſting name of the Lord. | 
Pilgrim. But Cain's progeny being ſo perverſe” and 


Blind tliat they would not attend to the voice of Gd 


himſelf, what good effects could be expected from 
man's preaching? 
Alam. Lou cannot but knduz that like is moſt to 


4 be won by like. Do you not obſerve, how children 


are more wrought on by one another than by their el- 
ders? So likewiſe, though God teaches more power- 
fully, and has a more evident teſtimony in the conſci· 


ence, by the creation and continuànce of the world, 


and the occurrences in it; yet the tongue of man ſome- 


times makes more lively. impreſfiens, eſpectally on 
thoſe-in whom a reflective obſervation of things is ex 
tingui heck; and to thoſe who to their obſervation add a 
cireumiſpect walk, preaching can do no harm. T hey 
ance © to * the of God confirmed by. farther 
| | teſtimonies, | Fa 
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known in any other manner, ſuch a voice of man may ff 


ing to the ſame gracious end of man's grawthyin know- 
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teſtimonies. Beſides, when the voice of man witneſſes the 
ſame things as God witneſſes by the creation, or makes 


be called a ſecondary voice of God, as produced by the 
motion of his Spirit. So that what God teaches in- 
wardly in the conſcience .by. the creation, or in any 
bother way, viſible or vocal, or men inſpired by him, it 
is all one word and doctrine; yet has each its particular 
guſe, according to the temper or capacity it meets with. 
One way ſupports and promotes the other; and, to- 
WW gether, they form a more impreſſive coaleſcence, tend | 


XZ ledge and holineſs. 
= Pilgrim. | acknowledge the ſatisfaction you give 
me. But has God a name by which he can be * h 
that your children preached his name ? ; 

Adam. You muſt know, Son, that God's name is 
expreſſive of his attributes ; that to preach his name is - 
to preach his attributes. He is called almighty, holy, 
eternal, gracious, and juſt; becauſe he is almighty, 
holy, eternal, gracious, and juſt, As his eſſence is, ſor- 
is his name. Now, according as his eſſence is profanead 
in man by fin, ſo far is his name debaſed and denied; 
and it is God's pleaſure that his name be hallowed and 
WF glorified in man. Therefore, when we ſee it declining 
WF through the prevalence of ſin, it becomes us to preach, 
and to exert all our talents in its vindication, that it 
may be reſtored to its due honour, x 

Pilgrim. Truly ſpoken, indeed, F ather. val to 8 F 
on with Seth's deſcendents. 

Adam. I had reached my three hundred Gen 
and twenty fifth year, when Enos, being 
now ninety years of age, had a ſon named Kenan, who, BY 
when ſeventy years old, begat Mahalaleel; 
and he, in his ſixty fifth. year, had a ſon ver. 12, 16. ; 
called Jared. At that time I was four hundred and. - 
ſixty years old. 1 
Filgrim. O Oh! Father, what mal you hor gone 
through 3 in ſuch a courſe of time! _ 
Adam. 3 


en. v. 9. f 


* 
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"Adam. More, indeed, than would give me pleaſure 
to tell you. I only relite ſome neceſſary - particulars. 
Were I to give you an account of the births and mar- 


riages, likewiſe of the differences and broils, the various 
concerns which have paſſed through my hands; for, 
being the elder, it was common to come to me for ad- 
vice; ſhould I recount the great changes which have 


happened in the world, in the apparel, cuſtoms, and 


manners of men, in the very trees, waters, hills, rivers, 


all my inward and outward diſtreſſes and conflicts, 1 


aſſure you time would fail me. 
Pilgrim. One thing more, F ather, I muſt aſk you. 


Adam. Well, Son? 


1 


Pilgrim. The deſcendents of Seth, did they continue 


alſo to preach, and to live accordingly i ? 


Adam. Not one of them turned alide to evil, or was 
deterred from preaching, by any contumelious uſage. ' 


They frequently uſed to be aſking me about former 


times, and the works of God ; and, for my part, I was 


glad to give them all the inſtruction I could. 
Pilgrim. Did they, in any meaſure, reform Cain's 


deſcendents ? 
Adam. Alas ! they only grew worſe and worſe. T hat 


Lamech, whom I juſt mentioned; it would aſtoniſh 


ou to Pear of his wickedneſs. 
Pilgrim. What was it, then, Father? 
. Oh ! It is really too ſhocking ! 


Pilgrim. Yet would 1 willingly hear i it, if it ſo pleaſe 


you. 


choleric temper, and it appeared but too plainly that 
the divine vengeance ſtill hung over Cain's head, to re- 


taliate the unnatural murder he had committed ; and 


herein God always uſes ſuitable inſtruments. La- 


mech, harbouring a ſecret revenge againſt Cain, as the 
. murderer of bis brother. one day roſe up 


againſt him and ſlew him; and immedi- 


Adam. Beſides what I told you of his tranſgreſſing | 
the law of wedlock, he was of a very quarrelſome, 


ate. 
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ately after killed an innocent young man; for wicked- 
neſs, when once it gets head, is ever urging on to more 


miſchief. However, being agitared with a dread cf 


God's anger for theſe enormities, he told his two 
wives, Ada and Zilla, what he had done. This failed 


not to excite the reſentment of Cain's friends, who re- 
venged his death ſeven- fold; and others again revenged 
the death of Lamech ſevent and ſeven fold. Such 
was the divine chaſtiſement for the innocent blood of 
9 Abel; and the race of Cain has ever hardened itſelf 
"WM againſt any ſalutary impreſſions from the Prevoijny of 


my good ſon Seth's deſcendents. 

3 Pilgrim. I find, by your diſcourſe, that Cain? s race 
is grown to a ſad pitch of wickedneſs. 

Adam. To ſuch a pitch, that, unleſs God remark- 
2X ably interpoſes, it is to be feared the infection will be- 
come univerſal and irradicable. | 


Pilgrim. I thought they had been men of parts and 
ingenuity; therefore it is rant they ſhould run ſuch : 


lengths. 

Adam. All their i ingenuity lies in cared Ke as 
arts, building towns, improving and incloſing lands, 
as their own property; all which they had been 


6 taught by Cain. And as for their more atrocious 
IF crimes, as rapine and murder, they have new-fangled 
I notions of right and wrong, beſides ſubtilties and di- 


9 ſtinctions to palliate their guilt, and even | give it a 
7 T appearance. 
Pilgrim. A fad depravity 

Adam. Yet into ſuch a depravity does man \ fall, 


when once he begins to depart from God, and Place his G 
delight in theſe ſenſual things. 


Pilgrim. But whence, Father, comes ſuch folly? 

Adam. It is, my Son, for want of knowing God ac- 
1 cording to his glorious nature; for, with ſuch a know - 
ledge, there is no ſuch thing as placing our delight in 


1 earthly creatures. Would any one, who knew the dif- 


ference, throw away 8 and Jay wp dirt ? For theo 
8 through 
r be "0 
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their filthineſs. 


80 without ſome animadverſion; and his preachings 
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1 „ ignorance, are become infatuated wit 
ſenſual pleaſure, in which, as in mire, the longer men 
continue, the deeper they fink, till they are at length | 
overwhelmed, 4 
Pilgrim, Still there are means, furely, to get out of 
the mire. | 
Adam. Impoſlible, whilſt men are not ſenſible of f 


Pilerim. How are we to come at this " TI WP ? 

Adam. By cloſely obſerving one's ſelf, and not op- 
poſing the divine light; for Goc always leaves i in man 
ſome light, by which he is admoniſhed of fin. Such 
admonitions my wife and I had in Paradiſe, before our 
tranſgreſſion. Cain was alſo warned before that hor- 
rid act of his. And theſe are daily warned by the moſt 
affectionate preachings, and other means ; but. they 
turn a deaf ear, and thus heap ſin upon ſin. 

Pilgrim. I perceive, F ather, you mean, that he who 3 
does not amend is ever growing worſe, and at laſt be- 
comes palt converſion.” 

Adam. That is, indeed, my meaning. 8 

Pilgrim. Can man, on the other hand, by cloſely 
attending to God and himſelf, attain to ſuch a ſubli- 
mity of virtue, as to be ever aſcending i in a confidence 
on God, and never once more turn back to fin? * 

Adam. Unqueſtionably, if he firmly believes in God; 
for by faith we pleaſe God, and overcome the world, 

Pilgrim. This is a happineſs, indeed! 

Adam. We have, at preſent, a man among us, who, 
by long exerciſe in the divine life, is come to ſuch a 
degree of purity and n that he is 
more like an angel than a man. 1 

Pilgrim. Say you fo, Father ? nn 

Adam. And no more than truth. He i is 15 mild, fo 1 
meek, ſo courteous, ſo compaſſionate and good- natured, = 
and withal ſo temperate and upright, that the very 8 
ſight. of him gives pleaſure. Beſides, he never lets fin 
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are delivered with ſuch a melting tenderneſs, ſuch a 


noble warmth— . 
Pilgrim. Is he certainly a man? 


Adam. As you and I. His father and mother 1 have | 


known theſe many years. : 
Pilgrim. What family is he of ? | | 

Adam. Of Seth's , which, you tnay remember, I 
have given you an account of, till the birth of Jared. 

Pilgrim. I remember. 

Adam. Well; this Jared, in his hundred 
and ſixty ſecond year, was bleſſed with this 
incomparable ſon. 

Pilgrim. Pray what is the name of this holy man ? 

Adam. His name is Enoch. 

Pilgrim. By what you have ſaid, he muſt be no 
young man. 


Gen. v. #8. 


42728 
th 


Adam. He is now three hundred and Kuen War =. 


; for, at the time of his birth, was in my fix hun- 
| ded and twenty third year; and at the next return of 
the ſun, now in Cancer, to the i ign of Aries, I ſhall be 
nine hundred and thirty. 

Pilgrim. Has he alſo children? 

Adam. Yes; RY a ſon' called 
Methuſalah, remarkable for his ſtrength oe 
and procerity. Methuſalah alſo had a fon in his hun- 
dred and eighty ſeventh year, whoſe name 


is Lamech ; but very different is he from 25. 


that ſabguinary Lamech, the deſcendent of Cain. He 


may now be about fifty ſeven years old, and is a very 
diſcreet, well-prihcipled youth. 
Pilgrim. Be ſo kind, F ather, as to tell me a little 


more of the good Enoch; for my heart a when I 


hear of ſuch excellent as. 


| Adam. From his childhood he was always very vir- 
tuous and devout; but eſpecially, after he came to 


have a ſon, he made a fixed reſolution totally to conſe- 


crate himſelf to God, and ſerve him in an uniform 
courſe of ſingulat piety. He frequently came to my 


C2 | HT 


\ 


| habitation, conſulting me about many things; for his | 


radiſe, what we had heard and ſeen there, and the 


are the things which are the objects of his hope. But, 
or mine have yet done; for he has laid his foundation 


things are ſubject. 


vice to Cain's progeny. 


Tepentance, and holineſs of life ; repreſenting to them, 
Jude 14, 15. 


and foretells wonderful things. But pray, Father, what 
is meant by the hardneſs of finners? God is more pow- 
erful than all the ſinners in the world, ſo that, with all 
their hardneſs, they can neyer hurt him, 15 . 


20 _ Moot hejweey A. 68. 


thoughts were much employed on the creation of the 
world, on divine revelations, and whatever has a ten- 
dency to promote goodneſs and the knowledge of the 
Deity : And when I related tq him the delights of Pa- 


ſurpaſſing felicities of the divine love whilſt we conti- 
nued in our immortal ſtate, he would breath out the * 
moſt ardent longings after ſuch a bliſs, and lament that 
we ſhould ſtill be ſo cold and remiſs in the things of 
God. We have ſometimes ſpent whole nights together, 
without minding food, ſleep, or any thing elſe. How 
fervent his addreſſes to the Eternal Being! How ecſta- 
tic his truſt, that he ſhould one day enjoy him! Oh! 
this young man's faith ſhall not be diſappointed. Faith 
brings about what otherwiſe ſeems impoſſible; and ſuch 


I muſt own, he takes quite another courſe than either J 
entirely on the infinite power of God, to which all | 


Pilgrim. This is an extraordinary young man, in- 
deed. I ſuppoſe, he has not been wanting in good ad- 


Adam. Fe has preached to them oyer and over, 
and till he has been in a perfect agony with concern; 
exhorting them to a due employment of their time, to 


that in the latter times God ſhall come, 
with thouſands of his ſaints, to execute 
judgment upon the ungodly for all their ungodly iſ 
deeds, for their hardneſs, and inſolent ſcoffs and blaſ= 
hemies. = 


Pilgrim. This man, I find, has the gift of nn 
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XZ Adam. God is an amiable, benign Being, which 
2X would implant virtue in theif hearts, and dwell there 
with every gentle ſentiment. Now the ungodly being 
ſelf. willed, haughty, envious, liars, choleric, and quar- 
relſome, their heart is no abode for the Spirit of Truth 
and Goodneſs; thus it becomes hardened againſt that 
# word, by which they muſt be ſaved, Beſides, the 
wicked, for the molt part, treat the meſſengers of God, 


Pilgrim. How do Cain's deſcendents reliſh this man's 
life and doctrine ? Does it bring forth any good fruit 


A | among them ? ; | | 
Adam. They are inceſſantly taken up with earthly _ 


things, and, ever ſince Tubalcain's bringing gold to 


light, are fo eager to be rich, that what with their” 
IF building, planting, and bartering, they leave them - 
= ſclyes no time ſo much as to hear him. Some, wed- 


ded to their pleaſures, have a downright hatred againſt 
him; others deſpiſe him, as living in a mean, ſmall cot- 
tage, ſuch as this of mine, and being indifferent about 
his apparel. Others, again, from his retired way of 
living, conclude him to be eaten up with melancholy; 
ſo that his labour is loſt on them. However, among 


3X Seth's deſcendents he is a great comfort to be- 


I lievers, ſtrengthening and admoniſhing them, and ſet- 
ting them the beſt of examples, beſides doing them 
all manner of good offices, When he preaches, it 


FF would give you pleaſure to ſee the great number of 
men, women, and children about him, and how ſe- 


rious and attentive they.are. Sometimes he preaches 


in houſes, ſometimes in woods, ſometimes on hills, or 


by the ſide of rivers, as opportunity offers; though of 


IF late he inclines to retirement and a contemplative life, 


as far as is conſiſtent with his zeal for the happineſs of 
his brethren, - „ 188 be 
iP Gab e Fin. 


2X whoſe words are all meekneſs and love; with the utmoſt 
rancour and indignity. For all theſe things muſt __ 
be chaſtiſed, thereby offending God, and ſhutting again 
him their hearts, where he would dwell in love. 


that lumber there would be no end. We are not to en- 


yourſelf will readily imagine, how things muft go be- 


* 
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Pilgrim. A glorious man, indeed! But, Father, 7ouñ 
mentioned mean cots. As age is now coming on you, 
why don't you live in ſuch new, large, and ſtrong 4 
buildings as Cain's progeny ? | 

Adam. What ſhould we, being only ſojourners here, 2 
do With ſuch coſtly edifices? Sometimes we dwel! 
here, then in another place, ſo that to be ſhifting al! 


cumber ourſelves ſo much about this world. We have 


ſomething better in view. We expect a city which hath 


foundations, whoſe builder and maker is God. It is 
otherwiſe with Cain's deſcendents: They look on 
themſelves as ſettled here, and make the world their 
home ; and having no farther expectations, God in- 
dulges them in the enjoyment of it. Their wrong 
choice gives me no ſmall concern; but we are little 
inclined to traverſe them in it. Give us food and co- 
vering, and we are ſatisfied. Were my heart ſettled on 
earthly things, I might lay claim to all, as the firſt 
created, and immediately by God himſelf; but I pe 
he will preſerve me from ſuch folly. 1 
Pilgrim. Do any other particular perſons come to 0 
fee you, beſides the good Enoch? 1 
Adam. Ves, my children, and eſpecially Seth and 
his offspring. It would be too long to tell you of their 
affection and reſpect to me, our converfation, the 
points of religion and morality which we diſcuſs, cheir =" 
prayers and meditations, and the unreſerved friendlineſs 
and benevolence which reign among them; to dwell on 
all theſe things, 1 fay, would be too Jong, and yu 


tween a father of my age, and a family of ſuch chil- 
dren. A 
Pilgrim. Are all your clideis: then, fill living? MW 
Adam. Of all my children, and children's children, 
whom I have named to you, not one is yet dead, poor 7 
Abel excepted. Inprocels of time, they have ſpread into 
-AUmerQus tribes, as you ſee their countries are not bare # 
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T0 of inhahitants; and ſome have betaken themſelves into 


the true God. 


Z godly line. Tou have other children, and they are 


be of to the world is not to be expreſſed. We ſee al- 


- 


o 


remote parts, to teach the ann and worffip of 
Pilgrim. J obſerve, F andive) you always keep to-this 


no more without iſſue than theſe which? are Vr on 
your tongue. 
Adam. O Son, Sen what good that pious line will 


ready the excellent men it has produced, and that God 
ſeems particularly to have choſen it beyond the others, 
to ſhe forth his wonders: Nay, he has declared, that 
the ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe the ſerpent's head; 
and from this precious line is that ſeed expected. 

Pilgrim. You ſaid before, that there is an enmity be- 
tween you and the ſeed of the ſerpent, and wherever 
you come, you bruiſe its head. 

Adam. I muſt tell you, Son, you do not yet ſee in- 
to the myſtery of the divine words. Since my woeful 
fall, there has indeed ariſen a natural enmity between 
us and the natural ſerpent; and Cain's progeny, no 
jeſs than Seth's, endeavours to extirpate them: But 
there is a ſpiritual ſerpent which lurked in the natural, 
and this 1s to be bruiſed only by the race of Seth. 

Pilgrim. Theſe are, indeed, ſtrange things to me; but 


ho is this ſpiritual ſerpent? 


Adam. The Devil, who may well be termed the old 


| ſerpent, being much older than the natural ſerpent ; its 


ſeed is fin, and death is its victory. 
« Pilgrims. Have you, then, no means of overcome | 
in n 
Adam. We hate it, and war r it; but it is only 
by the ſeed promiſed to the good race of Seth, and 
which will be born in its time, chat the head of ſin 
will be finally bruiſed. 


Pilgrim. Is there alſo a ſpiritual Paradiſe as there; is, / 4 
a inte ſerpent 0:73 1 
C4 Adam. 
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Adam. Undoubtedly; for all viſible, natural things 
have their inviſible, ſpiritual nature. 
Pilgrim. Where is the ſpiritual Paradiſe ? | 
Adam. As the natural Paradiſe was in the beſt part 
of the world, ſo is the ſpiritual Paradiſe in the beſt 
part gf man; who, being the chief of creatures, repre- 
{ents the whole world. f 8 
Pilerim. Which, then, do you call. the beſt part of 
man? 5 | | 
Adam. The heart, as thence proceeds life. The 
culture and preſervation of this Paradiſe was to be 
I man's chief attention; for into it God cauſed to 
| flow the ſtream of life; and that dividing itſelf into 
four capital rivers, fertilizes the whole country; ſo 
that, with ſome care, it abounds in every thing that is 
delightful and fplendid, exquiſite fruits, and even fine 
cold and gems. | : 4 | 
Pilgrim. I find that the keeping of that Paradiſe is 
a point of great concern? 
Adam. Had my wife and I well kept that ſpiritual 
Paradiſe, we ſhould never have been turned out 
of the hatural Paradiſe; but ſhe, poor woman, from 
| the luſt of the eye, and a hankering after the for- 
= bidden tree of the ſpiritual Paradiſe, was unhappily led 
| to eat of the forbidden tree, in the natural. 4 
> Pilgrim, Pray, what is the forbidden tree of the ſpi- 
ritual Paradiſe? | 5 3 5 
Adam. The tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
with which ſome have ſo ſatiated themſelves, that they 
have not been able to reach the tree of life; for it is 
not knowledge, but a ſimple enjoyment of God's good- 
neſs, in which life conſiſts. Therefore, dear Son, 
when the wiley ſerpent accoſts you, and extolls that tree, 
as having a virtue of making you very little inferior to 
God himſelf, reject ſuch ſuggeſtions, and acquieſce 
in that obedient ſimplicity, in which your Creator has 
placed you: For the knowledge of evil and good, 
however pleaſing it appears, frequently deſtroys life, 
45 ; | te - 


. 
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tte ſource of which flows ſolely from God, to whom a 
forgetfulneſs of every thing behind us is more accep- 
table, that the eyes of our minds being fixed above, 
we may be ſtrengthened for growing up completely 
in him. 

Pilgrim. I believe, indped, that little good comes from 
the knowledge of evil; yet the knowledge of good 5 
ſeems to me, in ſome meaſure; neceſſary ? | 
Adam. The ſerpent having brought evil into vogue, 
it is proper to know the good, that you be not deceived 
by evil. But there is ſomething yet, which ſurpaſſes 
all knowledge. 

4 Pilgrim. Do not conceal that from me. 

Adam. It is love. | 

Pilgrim. But how ſhall I love what 1 have no 
knowledge of ? 

Adam. That love is in you; and if, for the future, 
you ſhun ſo much as the appearance of any evil, no 
matter whether you have much ſpeculative knowledge 
of love. 

Pilgrim. I am ever to be growing in it. 

1 Adam. That God, the fountain of love, ſhall wad 
in you, if you carefully keep and 1 improve your internal 
garden, : 

Pilgrim. Some inſtructions herein, I pray. 

Adam. The hedging muſt be cloſe, that no raven- 
ous beaſts, as lions, bears, or wolves get in; that is, you 
are to diſperſe any proud, cruel, ſenſual, or vain thoughts, 
all the inſinuations of depraved nature ; you.are not to 
permit them the leaſt acceſs into the ſoul ; they will de- 
file, corrupt, and lay it waſte, devouring and deſtroying | 
| the young ſhoots of our ſpiritual growth, tearing up 

their very roots, and of that beautiful garden, make a 
a rugged foreſt; and, on the other hand, do but 
carefully tend it, and ſecure the fences and doors, 
then every ſalutary plant, and particularly the Tree of 
Life, ſhall thrive in you more and more; for the genial 
dew of divine grace is ever ſhedding a rich fertility on 

that 


very inadequately; but when it ſhall pleaſe God to 
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that ſpiritual land, that it has all the beauty and fra- 
grance of a flowery bower. 1 
Pilgrim. Father, I moſt heartily thank you for your 
inſtructions; but I conceive there muſt be another 
Paradiſe, or ſtate, to which that ſpiritual Paradiſe } is a 
| Pr eparative. Y 
Adam. A very juſt conception; and that is the ce- 
leſtial Paradiſe, a ſtate of more complete bliſs, as in- 
cluding both ſoul and body; for that we laſt ſpoke of 
is confined to the ſoul ; but the other is that which 
Enoch hopes to reach, and of which I can ſpeak but 


ſend the promiſed Seed, full teachings ſhall the amazed 
world receive from him; in him, though unſeen, I 
hope he ſhall heal the bites of the ſerpent; and, O my 
Son! he it is who will bring both you and me, after 
all our wanderings, to an eternal felicity ; that is what 
I breathe after; that is the object of my moſt joyful 
hopes, from the prelibation I had of it in the terreſtrial I 
Paradiſe : And it is time for me to prepare for my re- 
moval hence, that I my be received into heavenly 
manſions. _ = 

Pilgrim. Once more, F *ather, let me acknowled ge nn 
my great. obligations to your communicative con- 
deſcenſion ; and may that precious ſeed give us to ſee 
each other again in the celeſtial Paradiſe, 0 
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| BETWEEN 


| The PiLoRIM and the Patriarch Ne OAH, 
| Containing a ſpace of 1077 years. 


Pilgrim. T T is now above a thouſand years ſince I 


had ſome talk with that venerable old man, 


Adam, who ſo courteouſly gave me an account of the 
co occurrences in his days: And now, awakened from. 
the deep meditations in which I have been ſince ab- 

'Y | ſorbed, I ſee the world is much altered fince that time. 


== My beſt way to get a knowledge of the events, whicls 
have coptributed to ſuch great changes, will be to en- 
ter into diſcourſe with one of the oldeſt men I can meet 
W wich; for with the aged dwells experience; whereas 
young people know only, by hearſay. Yonder 1s the 
man for my purpoſe, his face ſhews both longevity, 
AF mildneſs, and wiſdom. Hail, Father ! God ſave you. 
== Nez). I thank thee, Son. I have always, from my 
youth, enjoyedGod's love; never has it departed from me. 

Pilgrim. A ſingular happineſs, indeed! 

Noah. Well may'ſt thou ſay ſo; but to Goo alone i 15 
the praiſe due. 

Pilgrim. len ſeem, Father, to have reached a very 
uncommon age? 

Noah. Yes; my name is Noah, and I am now. in 
my nine hundred and fiftieth year. I can remember 
ſeveral of the Patriarchs of the firſt world, as Enos, 
Kenan, Mahaleel and Jared. I knew every one of 


don” t ſuppoſe 1 ſhall live ſo Jong: 1 3 
© Pilgrim 


them; and particularly Methuſalah, who, for length of 3 7 4 
days, never had his equal, and very probably never” +. 
will; for though I am within twenty years of him, * | 


Gen. v. 24. 


* , 
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Pilgrim. You ſurprize me; old age generally brings - 
infirmities, and you ſeem pretty hale and vigorous. 
You have till a briſk eye, and your hearing, I perceive, | 
does not fail you. Adam, I ſuppoſe, you could not 


know. | 


Noah. Adam had been dead a hundred and twenty - 


years before I was born; but Lamech my father 
knew him very well, for he was fifty fix years old at 
the time of Adam's death, and a great many good 
things he uſed to tell us of him. 


Pilgrim. So it is; let a man live thouſands of years, 


at laſt, I ſee, he muſt die. 


Noah. Die! ſay rather, he removes to a better life, 


of which we had an inſtance in the bleſſed Enoch, who, 
after perſevering three hundred years in a di- 
take up into the heavenly manſions, whilſt living. 
Pilgrim. How, Father! 5 Ix | 5 
Noah. I tell you no more than the truth; for my 
father knew Enoch as well as he knew me, and was 


about a hundred and thirty years old, at the time of 


that remarkable event; beſides, I have ſpoken with ſe- 
veral who were eye witneſſes of it | 
Pilgrim. That muſt have been a wonderful fight. - 
Noah. Were I to relate to you all the great things 
which have been told me, as well-known truths, of 
that man, the ſanctity of his life, his faith in God, his 


concern for man's welfare, his indefatigable ardour in 


promoting it, and his miraculous departure from earth; 


how ſome ſtood gazing after him ; ſome, who would 
not believe it, went ſeeking him over hills and dales 


ſome lamented the loſs of his company ; others thought 
it a good riddance, for he was the ſalt of the world; 


others ſet up a mark on the ſpot where he was laſt ſeen; 


and it has been ſhewn to me; the different talk of 
people on his being taken up, ſome confirming it, 


others denying it; I ſay, were I to go about relating 
_ theſe things, from firſt to laſt; not only time would fail 


me, 


\ 


vine life, God was pleaſed, miraculouſly to 
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A.M, 987. aPILGRIM and No an. 29 1 
me, but 1 ſhould be quite ſpent before I had got half 1 
through. 

Pilerim. I am far from deſiring you to tire 8 
Father the truth of the fact is no queſtion with me. 
But what comfort can Enoch's being taken up to Hea- 

ven be to you? His caſe is ſingular; for all the other 

Patriarchs have been removed out of the world in the 

natural way of death ? 

Noab. It is of exceeding comfort to me. Hence we 
ſee, that there is a place in Heaven for the godly ; this 

Enoch himſelf taught, as a principal point. Again, it 

ſhews the power of faith, which can overcome death ; 

for our general father Adam, though, according to the 

body, he died, yet had he a ſtrong ſenſe of an eternal 

life. God having given him a foul, being eternal, he 
expected eternal things; and a powerful ſolacement this 
was to him, amidſt all the traverſes of his life. That 
great truth which he inculcated, being confirmed by 

Enoch's revelation, we the more firmly believed a fru- 

ition of the heavenly glory, notwithſtanding the return 

of our body to earth; for it is entirely in the will of 

God to glorify us, Ticker with or without it. Enoch is 

a proof that he can do it, if he pleaſes; and from his 

righteouſneſs and bounty, we, as children of the ſame 

father, expect that he will give an equal portion to all 
who love him. F arther, we feel in our hearts the com- 
mencement of a divine life; and this the more ſtrongly, 
as the luſts and enticements of the world decay in us. 
Therefore ſay I ſtill, that the putting off this periſhable 
body is only a tranſition to a better ſtate; of which 
God, in his time, will make a clearer manifeſtation. 

Pilgrim. What I am very deſirous of hearing, is, 
the tranſactions of paſt times, and your own particular 
adventures ;- for, having lived ſo many 1 years, 
as you ſay, and all things being perpetually changing, 
you muſt be acquainted with abundance fo) 3 and 
wonderful things, 


N a | 


30 DiaLocve between A.M. 1056. 
Mb. To give you an account of every thing which 
I have heard and ſeen, would require the addition of an- 
other hundred years to my life ; tor, beſides my very 
uncommon longevity, I have lived in difterent worlds, 
and the particular recollection of ſome paſſages, I 
know, would overwhelm me with grief, ſo that I 
mould not be able to proceed. Therefore it will be 
beſt not to ſay much of thoſe things. 
Pilgrim. All I defire, Father, that I may not be 
troubleſome, is, juſt a general account, whence I may 
reap inſtruction. 
© Noah. Indeed, did I not believe that to be your 
view, you would not draw a word from me; but now. 
as time permits, I will give you a ſuccinct account of 
ſome occurrences well worth your notice. 
-Pilgrim. Before you proceed in your narrative, pray 
- who is that well-looking man yonder, with a youth, 
whom he ſeems inftructing ? | 
Noah. That is my fon Sem, now in the four hun- 
dred and forty ſixth year of his age. The youth's name 
is Abraham; and though but fifty ſix years old, he 
has an eager thirſt after uſeful knowledge. He'is very 
fond of being with my ſon, and ſometimes comes to 
me. Then Þ relate to him the tranſactions of paſt 
times, with which he is exceedingly delighted, that he 
ſays he could liſten to me for ever. You fee how at- 
tentive he is. 
Pilgrim. Father, you inflate my dire; they muſt, 
ture, be wonderful things. 
Noah. Well, ſome of them you ſhall ſoon hear. At 
Gn + my birth, my father Lamech was in his 
Wag. hundred and eighty ſecond year; and as he 
had been much concerned for the death of Seth, 
which was fourteen years before, he ſoon conceived 
great hopes of me, that I ſhould be a comfort to him, 
OBE 29 andi all the children of God. Accordingly 
be gave me the name of Noah, (Conſo- 
lation. ) _ indeed, he ſeemed to ſtand 1 in need of 
comfort, 
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comfort, being much dejected, not only on account of 
the perpetual toil and labour which the earth required, 
but rather for the lamentable growth of wickedneſs, 
owing to the race of Cain, who at that time were called 
the ſons of men, as minding nothing bur the increaſe of 
their numbers by any intermarriages, and procuring to 
themſelves the things of this world; whereas the others, 
who adhered to the divine life, were called the children 


of God, and were moſtly of Seth's lineage, as I am. 


Theſe, in their ſucceſſive generations, aſſerted the cauſe 
of God and piety, -admoniſhing each other againſt the 


profane and ſenſual life of the children of men, the 
wretched deſcendents of Cain, who made it their chief 


employment to people and cultivate the earth. 
Pilgrim. With ſubmiſſion, did not God himſelf ſay, 


>. 


< Befruitful, and multiply, and repleniſh the earth? 


And without tillage, how are mankind to ſubſiſt ? - 
Noah, What you ſay is unqueſtionably right. But 
God having given to man a ſoul, cultivation, and the 
chief cultivation, is due to it; for our other part becomes 
a prey to death, as we ſee in beaſts. Now nothing, 
from which more ſtrength goes out than it receives, 
can remain in a ſtate of vigour; and this is the caſe of 


the ſoul, when its ſublime eſſence is neglected, for the 


gratification of the ſenſes : Theſe draw out the very 
pith of the ſoul, - that it withers away; but this great _ 
injury done to the precious ſoul, in reality obſtructs 
that very command of increaſe and multiply, even ac- 
cording to the fleſh; and the more of ſenſual pleaſure, 


the leſs of happineſs ; for the powers of the underſtanding 
fall thereby into a ſtate of diſorder, and all the inclina- 


tions being ingroſſed by the fleſh, a man is driven to 
and-fro by blaſts of oppoſite deſires, like a ſhip without 
a rudder, and. becomes licentious and inſatiate. Hence 
adulteries, fornications, murders; gluttonies, drunken- 
neſs, wrath, revenge, envy, jealouſy, and the like paſ- 
ſions, all hurtful to the bodies of men, all pernicious - 


to ſociety, and all contrary to God's deſign in the Crea- 


tion; 
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tion; for God created man, that he ſhould walk be- 
fore him holy and unblameable in love, in order to 


live for ever; and not, like beaſts, to live and die in 


his earthly nature: Therefore they who live in a total } 
careleſſneſs of the divine life, and purſue thoſe things | 
in which naturally men take too much delight, are called 
children of men; the others, children of God. 

Pilgrim. . cannot theſe children of God, by cor- 
| dial 1 by nervous reaſonings, gain over and 
convert thoſe profligates ? 

Noah. Convert others ! they, alas they them. 
ſelves— 

Pilgrim. Your concern, Father, interrupts your 
ſpeech. 

Neah. They themſelves were perverted in eourſe of 
time, eſpecially when the 91 Patriarchs began to die 
off. | 

Pilerim. Compoſe e Father. 

Now. Oh ! thoſe worthies, thoſe mighty ones, how 
are they fallen! 

Pilgrim. I perceive, by your diſcourſe, that there 
has been a ſad degeneracy. 

Noah. | have known many men ſhining patterns, fit, 
in all appearance, to be at the head of religious com- 
munities, withal men of parts and ſagacity, and who 
could talk of the things of God like Angels; but, alas! 
they fell like meteors, or were waſhed away as dams 
by a flood. | 
„ That is dreadful. dent" 6 
Noab. Obſerve yonder height, ſtreight beter you, 
as far as you can ſee. | 

Pilgrim. I obſerve it. f | 

Noah. There ſtood once a farm-houſe, but long 
ſince deſtroyed by the Deluge, of which more preſently. 
The owner of it was of ourfamily, a man of irreproach- 
able morals, and of conſiderable ſubſtance. We often 
uſed to have ſome editying diſcourſe together, particu- 
oy about the old way of living, and the wretched al- 

terations 
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terations of manners. Then would he lament his cold - 
neſs in doing good j yet, whenever he ſaw any perſon 

turning aſide from the right way, he was ſure not to let 
him want his good advice. He had alſo a good inſight 


in natural ſciences, and his intellects were much above 


the common, ſo that I/ was extremely taken with him. 
His wife, a very religious woman, dying ſome time 
after, he entered into a cloſer intimacy with me, and, 
for a long time, ſeemed to have no thoughts of a ſe- 
cond marriage; but his mind altered. Hereupon I 


| adviſed and conjured him not to marry into Cain's fami- 


ly, as was now become too uſual. At firſt J had reaſon to 
hope that my advice would weigh with him; but he 
had caſt his eye on a beautiful damſel, of wealthy pa- 
rents, in the town of Hanoch, of which not a ſingle 
ſtone is now to be ſeen. He began, by degrees, to de- 
cline my company z and when I intimated any thing of 
the indecency and danger of ſuch a marriage, he would 
maintain, and not without ſome ſpleen, that it was 


very lawful, and a man might marry whom he pleaſed, 


if he himſelf did not depart from God. Behold the 
conſequence ! He now lies grovelling in the quagmire 
of the world, FR | 
Pilgrim. Why, Father, was it the marrying an alien, 
which drew on his ruin ? e 
Noah. That you ſhall ſoon know. On his marry- 


ing her, he never more came near me. His Cainite 
wife ſoon introduced her evil cuſtoms and faſhions into 


the houſe; a change of the childrens cloathing was 


ohe of her firſt ſteps. Now the houſe was frequently 


in an uproar with feaſting, carouſing, and riotous 
merriment; all the talk was about buying and felling, 
breeding of cattle; improving one's ſtock, and leaving 
good portions to children. Let, inſtead of having ſomes 
times a reſidue to diſtribute among the neceſſitous, 
his income fell ſhort. Beſides, the houſe muſt now be 


_ new-built; a kitchen was wanting; there an additional. 


chamber or two, or ſuch a piece of land, or ſomething 
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elſe there was no doing without; and thus new expences 


' were incurred. In ſhort, he who was once a bright lu- 


minary, who uſed to talk fo ſublimely of heavenly 
things, ſunk into a lovg of the world, that it _— | 


me to the heart. 

Pilgrim. But, with a good reſolution, that marriage 
would rot have drawn him into any ſnare, 

Noah. Believe me, Son, he who cannot repreſs his 
inclinations whilſt the Spirit is ſtill ſtrong in him, and 
the allurements ſmall ; much leſs will he be able when 
he has ſuppreſſed, or even grieved the Spirit, and the 
allurements have gathered ſtrength. Therefore, the Di- 
vine Spirit frequently recommends, as we tender our 


ſafety, a ſtrict watchfulneſs over eurfelves, and the 


avoidance of the firſt appearances of evil. 
Pityrim. To be ſure, the loſs of ſuch a friend, and 


in ſuch a manner, was a melancholy circumſtance. 


Noab. Would to God it had ſtopped there 
Pilgrim. Why, then, it ſeems matters went from 


bad to worie. 
Neab. To worſe, indeed: For ts idee being 


grown up, they alſo muſt marry as their fancies led 


them; and he having been a man of note, his example 


came more and more into vogue, every one thinking, if 
he did fo, well may I. And thus, in time, the falling 
off among the children-of God became general; and 
Gen. vi. The firit cauſe of it was their being taken 

wen _- with the _— of the os. 858 of the 
children of men. 

Pilgrim. Had the chikdyen of God, then, no 'hand- 
fome virtuous women among them? 

Noab. Naturally they were not inferior to che other, 
but did not deck themfelves out with ornaments of 
They minded only the orna- 
ment of a quiet, meek ſpirit ; and thus did not trouble 


. themſelves about outward finery, like the daughters 
of Cain, who were continually practifing one new de- 
| vice or other, to alute the eyes of men, and thus infa- 


mate 
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more impious; and, really, ſo many were daly fa 
off around me, that 1 began to apprehend, at laſt, 


know, chat ehe pre 
_ of other eas, was productive of muck greater 
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ruate them. Whence it followed, that the virtuous 
damſels, ſeeing themſelves lighted by their dung 


men, began to give into the faſhions of the world, and 
affect dreſs and ſnew; and this vanity, like a flood, 


broke 1 in among the godly. 


Pilgrim. A ſad flood! 1 wonder. how you held out 
againſt it. ; 

Noah. As for aff, do not know that Jever al- 
tered in the leaſt, either outwardly or inwardly, but 
kept cloſe to devotion, exerciſing myfelf continually in 
divine things, laying to heart God's righteoufnefs, har 
he puniſhes evil and rewards good ; and theſe things 
preached and ſpoke of to others. The exampt of our 
pious forefathers was frequently in my thoughts. I was 
greatly afſifted by the worthy: Jared; Enoch's father, 
who uſed, with much pleaſure, to tell me of his ſan's 
virtues. He was a powerful fupport to me. My heart 

perfectly bounds with joy at the remembrance of his 
E raQtive converſation ; but I loſt him Gen. 
when I was but three hundred and fixty fix Y: 20s 
years old, after he had lived nine hundred ard ſixty 
two years. From that time the world began to grow 


ſhould be left by myſelf. As to marriage, it was with _ 
great difficulty i could bring myſelf to think of 1 it, leſt 


my children alſo might be 2 fo that 


I was about five hundred years old whey." OY 
my firſt child was born. | 
Pilgrim. So, I perceive, you have paſſed thre? n mi- 

ferable times, 

Nuoab. J have only given you one inſtance; of many 
thouſands; that ou might be let into the cauſe' and 
manner of che d acy. To relate to you every 6c- 
currenee would be impoſſible, as it would be untieceſ-" = 
faty to burden . ears exe it ſuch tales; yet you muſt. 

theſe improper marriages, 


D 2 | evil 


36 „ D 1 AL O G UE between A. M. 1422. 


evil than any yet mentioned, fo. that I ſhudder at the 
r WS TE 1 
Pilgrim. Lou will not hide ſuch an important par- 
ticular fromme. J 
Moab. No; if grief will permit mee. 
Pilgrim. To be ſure, it can be no pleaſure to relate 
calamities; yet ſuch a piece of hiſtory I would not be 
ignorant of, and you may be as long, or as ſhort, as 
you pleaſe. n 15 Gaal ardlz ol ww; 
Noah. Mankind having thus ſet at naught the ſweet 
intimations of God's gracious Spirit, the Spirit, toge- 
ther with its light, withdrew from the heart of man. 
Now followed a moſt horrible increaſe of wickedneſs. 
and impiety ; not only. marriages contrary to God's 
expreſs command, but flagrant libidinouſneſs, rapine, 
Cen. vi. 44 Outrages and murders; for, from the mix- 
, ture of the children of God with the daugh- 
ters of men, were born men of large bodies, ſtrong as 
giants, violent, crafty, and cruel, that the whole world 
became corrupt in their ways to a moſt monſtrous ex- 
ceſs: The very beaſts ſeemed to have imbibed the 
, mord e4e vie 
. .. Pilgrim. Here, Father, two queſtions. offer them- 
ſelves, which you will be ſo kind as to anſwer, . i 
Noab. Well, let us hear tee. 
. Pigrim. The firſt is, why thoſe born of ſuch pro- 
hibited intermarriages were more fierce, large, ingeni- 
ous, or wicked, than the former deſcendents of Cain? 
Noah, Why, formerly, the deſcendents of Cain had. 
ſomething of a regard for the children of God, would 
now and then attend their preachings, and retained a ve- 
neration for the names of Adam, Enoch, and others: Be- 
lides, they were then only a ſmall part of the world, 
like thoſe of Seth, that neither could; atchieve great 
matters, nor make their name a terror. But when'tticy 
came to intermix, they blended their ſeveral oppoſite ' 
qualities the ferocity, voluptuouſneſs, and cruelty of 
Cain « Face, W ith the wiſdom, temperance, . and devo- 
b = og FRY | f : tion, 
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tion, which diſtinguiſhed the offspring of Seth; that 
the newly - born, though deſcended from both, were like 
neither. They exerciſed tyranny under the cover of 
holineſs, were very dextrous in projects for amaſſing 
riches, reducing others into ſlavery, ſqueezing the poor, 
intelligent in building, planting, and improving land; 
they added houſe to houſe, and field to field; there was 
nothing but riding, hunting, driving about in carriages, 
ſailing in pleaſure- boats, feaſtings, carouzings, debau- 
cheries, and diſſoluteneſs of all Kinds, without the leaſt 
fear or thought of the divine Majeſty. 3 
Pilgrim. The ſecond queſtion 1 would take the li- 
berty of aſking, is, how the beaſts could be ſaid to have 
imbibed the depravity of men? | LES 
| Noah. It is thus, Son. Man was ſet over all things, 
to be a mild and diſcreet ruler, but ſoon began to take. 
a delight in catching, hunting, killing, and, for mere 
diverſion, tormentiog ſome creatures; for this purpoſe 
making uſe of horſes, dogs, and other beaſts. Some- 
times they would even ſet beaſts fighting one againſt 
another, as lions againſt tigers, bears againſt wild boars, 
dogs againſt dogs, and even cocks againſt cocks ; nay, 
the laſt was a mighty diverſion among them. Theſe 
ferocious uſages of men introduced an enmity and rage 
among wild beafts ; whilſt the more harmleſs, as the 
deer, hare, and rabbit, fled from man, as a wanton de- 
ſtroyer, and not to be truſted. E 


— * 


Pilgrim. That muſt have been a ſad ſight, even in 
the eyes of God, who had created all things in loving- 
kindneſs, that they might be partakers of his bounty, 
and all live peaceably and quietly, according to their 
ſeveral natures. a „ 
Noab. Oh! Son, there is no ſaying with what con- 
cern he looked down on the children of men, like a 
father who ſees his family running riot and alienated 
from him; yet, in his tender long ſuffering, inſtead of 
puniſhing their enormities, he allowed them time for 
TOR Ig N wy - repentance, 
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Bs 5 repentance, namely a hundred and twenty 
. v 3. yearz, and I myſelf, by his command, 


made it known to them. I was then in my hundred 
and eightieth year. About twenty years after were born 
my three ſons, Sem, Ham, and Japhet, of whoſe edu. 
cation I was the more careful, that they might not 
be carried away by the torrent of a general licentiouſ 
is Pilgrim. The kindneſs of Ged to wait ſo long for 
their converſion ! | 8 
Moa. God's deſire is, that a ſinner ſhould turn from 
the evil of his ways and live; when he ſtrikes, it is in 
order to heal, and fave tranſgreſſors from death. | 
Pilgrim. I ſuppoſe, Father, in this term for repen- 
tance, you was not ſilent. 8 
Nah. I hope that my endeavours were anſwerable 
to my abilities; I intreated the unhappy race with 
tears; I threatened them with God's rod; I] ſet before 
them the examples of the Patriarchs, and chiefly of 
Enoch, how he propheſied of the divine judgments ; 
how Adam had foretold that the world was to be de- 
ſtroyed, and that he had therefore erected two pillars, 
ſuch as ſhould be proof againſt either fire or water, 
with the chief points of aſtronomy cut on them. 1 
alſo diſplayed to them the turpitude and miſchief of 
ſin; that God ſeldom let it go quite unpuniſhed in this 
life; and, on the other hand, the lovelineſs of virtue, 
how raviſhingly ſweet to walk in the love of God. I 
reached in the fields, in houſes, in market places; 
all places were alike to me if there were but hearers. 
I remember, I was once preaching on a common, 
my aged father ſitting on the ground, and abundance 
of people round me, one leaning on a ſtaff, another on 
a pitch-fork, a third with a bag of carpenters tools; 
ſome again richly dreſſed, alſo not a few women with 
children in their arms, or at the breaft ; and I had the 
ſatisfaction to ſee many ſtrongly moved by my dif- 
e courſe; 


7 
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courſe; for duty to God, and an anne concern for my 
fellow creatures, inſpired every word. 
Pilgrim. Your zeal, F os 1 hope, produced 
ſome reformation, 
Noah. Alas! no; they grew worſe and works.” 
Pilgrim. That is no leſs ſtrange than fad ! to hear 
ſo many ſermons, and delivered with ſuch earneſtneſs 


and affection, yet without any amendment. 


Noah. It is indeed ftrange, that men ſhould be ſo 
obdurate, but when once they are ſo, outward preach» 
ing cannot convert them, unleſs they hear the divine 


voice within; but they neceſſarily grow worſe and 
worſe, like bad ſeed in the earth. | 


Pilgrim. That is but too true. 
Noah. Some, who at firſt ſeemed to give ſome at- 
tention, began to be tired of preaching, faying, What 


he is now upon is a trite tale, that we knew long ſince; 
others ſaid, Well, it is not all his prating ſhalf hinder 


us from living as we liſt; others, were too much 


taken up with their trades, their lands and their wives, 


to hear of the things of God. Among others were 
ſports and dancings, feaſtings, drinking, quarrelling, 


and fighting; no law or right, every one his own 
avenger, that the country was over-run with violences 
and abominations. Yes, my dear Son, were I to tell 
you of the roarings and hallowings of turbulent fellows 
along the ſtreets, they would amaze you; my father 


generally kept the door ſhut, leſt they might murder 


me; this hour there was a cry of murder, murder; the 


next our ears was dinned with ſinging and dancing, and 
all kinds of ritbaldry. - 
Pilgrim, What a grief that muſt have been to the 


pious! 
Noab. Among others, there was the good old man 


Methuſalah, then little ſhort of nine hundred years of 


age; he lived in a hut on an eminence, about a day's 


journey from us; I have often ſeen the tears run down 


his — checks at che ſight of their profligate * 
DOD 4 ſports, 
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forſaking of God. He was my father's father. 
Pilgrim. If man, who, at beſt, has but a ſmall 


ſpark of the Divinity, was ſo affected with the ſight of 


this wickedneſs, how offenſive muſt it have been to 
the Divine Being, which is all purity. 


Neab. O Son, God ſeeing his children forſake him, 


and bent on their own ruin, it even repented him that 


he had made man; when I think on that, my heart is 


ever overwhelmed with grief. I cannot 

Pilgrim. All is paſt and gone now, F. ather; 1 beg 
you to go on with your relation? 

Noah. When God ſaw his long fulſering thus abuſed, 
and that men went on in their ahandoned ways, it moved 


him, as I was ſaying, to ſuch a degree, that he aid, 


It repenteth me that I made man. 
Pilgrim. Grievous, indeed, that God ſhould com- 
Plain of his work ! 


Noah. God did not ſo much complain of his work, | 


3 in itſelf was good, but of the incidents by which 

his work grew totally defiled and corrupted. He, 
therefore, determined, at once, to exterminate the 
human race with every thing having life; yet reſerving 
one particular family for the reſtoration of the world, 
that his deſign in the Creation might not be fruſtrated. 

Pilgrim. Oh the en of God's wiſdom ! the 
riches of his goodneſs! 

Noah. Such was his love for the future race of: man- 
kind, that he would not utterly cut them off; yet did 
his juſtice require, that they who had deſpiſed his mercy, 
and would not turn to him, ſhould periſh 1 in their 1 in- 
gratitude, 

Pilgrim. This diſpleaſure of the Almighty, I ſup- 
poſe, was not unknown to man? 

Noab. No, certainly; for beſides my daily declaring 
it to them, the very influence and appearancę of the 
Heavens ſhewed that the Creator was angry with the 
Inhabitants of the earth; the ſun frequently looking 


erp 


ſports, or when the diſcourſe turned on the general 
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very dim and black, and the moon red as blood; not 
to mention earthquakes, tempeſts, contagions, darle 
and cloudy. days, extraordinary heats, and barren ſea- 
ſons. Now were alſo ſeen dreadful comets, ſeeming 
to threaten the world with ſcourges; beſides unuſual 
ſickneſſes, frequent deaths, and other viſitations; ſo 
that God was very far from leaving himſelf without a 
witneſs to the world, which, however, went on in vo- 
luptuouſneſs and impiety, without the leaſt regard to 

any impending e „ 063 I TORO 

Pilgrim. I ſhould have thought all thoſe calamitous 
tokens muſt have made ſome impreſſion on them ? + 
Noah. There were, in every place, ſome who ſet up to 
ſee farther than their neighbours, and all theſe things, 
they ſaid, came merely from the courſe of Nature: the 
ſaddened aſpects of the ſun and moon were owing 
to a denſe hazy air; earthquakes, to winds pent up 
in the earth; the comets, to light inflammative ſub» 
ſtances, kindled in the vaſt expanſe of the æther: the 
tempeſts, ſtorms, barren ſeaſons, droughts, conta- 
gions, and every other evil, they attributed to ſome 
natural cauſe or other; and as for God, they ſaid, he did 


not trouble himſelf about mankind, but having once 


created them, left them to ſhift fot themſelves. The 
effect of which was, that every natural circumſtance, 
favourable to mankind, was looked on only as a thing 
of courſe, _ Net | 17 
Pilgrim. Such thoughtleſſneſs! 
Noah. At length, God ordered me to FIRE 3. 
make an ark, in the manner of a ſhip, the ** 4% 
length three hundred cybits ; the breadth fifty, and the 
height thirty, with a door in the middle, and a window 
at the top; for, ſaid he, I will bring a flood of waters 
upon the earth which ſhall deſtroy every thing having 
life, but you will I preſerve, with your wife, your ſons 
and your ſons wives; likewiſe all beaſts and animals; 
theſe you are to take with you into the ark, of the birds 
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and clean creatures ſeven couple, but of the unclean 


N one couple. 
Pilgrim. Here, again, I muſt admire the wiſdom and 
s of God, in ſaving ſo many more of the clean 


than of the unclean. But was not you apprehenſive, ' 


that your ark would be too ſmall for ſuch a multitude 


of creatures, cipecially as food was allo ro be laid in 


for ther? 
NMNaab. I fell to building, without any computations, 


and ſer me to work, knew what he was about. 
Pilgrim. And could you alone, Father, build this 


ark? 
Noah. I and my family did the greater part; for 


beſides my ſons, I had ſeveral ſervants, and ſometimes 
1 hired 2 Firſt, I cauſed thetimber to be bark - 


ed and felled in the foreſts, then had it drawn by 
men up a ſmall eminence, on. which I intended to 
build the ark; after ſhaping it a little, it was ſawn 


into-planks and boards, and planed, getting every thing 


ſo prepared that my own people might be able the 


. to go through with the work. 


Pilgrim. Pray what ſaid your neighbours, when they 


ſaw you thus buſted ? 
Noah. At firft, thay copld not imagine what I had 


in my head; ſome ſaid, it muſt certainly be for a large 


houſe ; others ſurmiſed, that I intended nothing leſs than 


a new town for my family; others again thought, that 
ſtables was all F had in view; ſome gueffed one 


ching, ſome another; for I kept the whole a ſecret, till 


matters were in ſuch forwardnefa. that I could do with- 
out any help, ſhould I be put to it; and this really 
proved the caſe ; for on acquainting them with my 


view, one took up his axe, and went away; another, : 
clapping his ſaw under his arm, followed; a third, 


getting together his adze, line, plane, and hammer, 
_—_ them into a bag, and turned his back on me. 
| 1 


confident that God, who had preſcribed the dimenſions, 
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"Pilgrim. Strange ge, lik, that deen would dot help 
you in what ſeemed for their preſer vation. 
Noab. They believed nothing of the matter; then 


they were afraid, that ſhould any one, in the belief of 


it, bak ſuch a report, their trade might ſuffer 
for building was then a very profitable buſineſs, and a 


great deal of it was going forward, partly by reaſon of 
the increaſe of inhabitants, and not a little for pleaſure 
and oftentation, fo that workmen could ſcarce be had. 


Had my propoſal gained credit, it would, at Once, have 
put a ſtop to all buildings. 

Pilgrim. Well, F ather, and could your family 4 
finiſh the ark? 

Noah. Very eaſily; for beſides that the heavieſt part 
of the work was now done, we had many years to fi- 
niſn it in; it being God's pleaſure to have me em- 
ploy a great number of years, that the building of it 
might, as with words, warn the world to turn — its 


wickedneſs, 
Pilgrim. And when they Gow 1 it in ſome forwardneſs, 


had that no effect on them? 


Noah. Some made a jeſt of it, ſaying, What is the 
old fellow about ? Others, Now he has other new whims 
in his pate; the world is to be deſtroyed, and he, forfooth, 


the only one to be ſaved. A fine ſtory, truly! No, no; the 


world is of too ſtrong a built; the ſun, moon, and ſtars 
remain as they were, ſo let us marry, build, plant, and 
trade, as did our forefathers; what he is canting of, is 
mere foolery, not worth liſtening to. 

Pilgrim. How! did none ſide with you? 


| Noah. Some aged perſons, as, among others, Merhu+ 


falah and my father Lamech, confirmed my declara- 
tions, but no heed was greek: to them, as in their doat- 
age. 
Pilprim. How ſenſuality blinds the mind 

Noah. That I too much found in thoſe times; for 
all my intreaties and admonitions, my pointing to the 


erk, and ſaying, See, the time draws near when God 


will 


—— - | 
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vill deſtroy the world by water, and that is the reaſon 
of my building this ark; amend and you will be pre- 


| ſerved, otherwiſe you will periſh, and repent it too late; 


all was of no avail; indeed, merely to ſpight me, 

Rwy grew more audacious in their profligacy. 
Pilgrim. But what, at length, was the iſſue? | 
Neab. Every year they ſaw the ark conſiderably for- 


hate,” and every year I ſaw the world altering for 


the worſe, in drinking and incredible debaucheries, in 


uſury, in fraud, and cheating: For they who before 


ſeemed to have ſome thought, now obſerved no mea- 
fure ; ſcarce was any one to be found with the leaſt 
reliſh of divine things; every imagination ＋. their hearts 
was continually evil. 

Pilgrim. Aſtoniſhing obſtinacy, indeed! 

Noah. However, I hoped that a change would be 
Angi about in one or another, and ſometimes I in- 
ſtantly conjured them; but ridicule, a cold look, and 
often an open inſult, were the returns I met with. 
If I was any thing long in my diſcourſe, many would 
fall aſleep, and ſome of the more abandoned would re- 
vite me, and threaten my life. | 

Pilgrim. The expectation of ſuch a dieadfol de- 
ſtruction mult have lain very heavy on your heart, as 
you had many relations and acquaintances in the world, 
and the time was now drawing near. 

Noah. Oh! Son, there is no expreſſing the angoith 
of my heart, at the thoughts that all! mankind. were 
ſoon to be ſwallowed up in deſtruction. 

Pilgrim, Some, however, I ſuppoſe, died a natural 
death. 

Neah. Yes, yes, by ſickneſs, or age, as uſual i. and 
among others, five years before the flood came on, I loſt 
my father Lamech, in his ſeven hundred and 
ſeventieth year. Soon after, I put the finiſh- 
ing hand to the ark; and, really, it was not without 


Gen.v. 31. 


Pigrim; 


A. M. 1620. 4 PII GRIN and No Ak. 45 


Pilgrim. Well; and this, I will e brought men 
into a better way of thinking. 

Neab. Would it had! But never was ſo much build- 
ing, planting, marrying, buying, felling, injuries, fro- 
licking, and murdering, as in the year before the flood. 


To imagine that the world was to be PO ae 


the height of ſillineſs and folly. - _ 

Pilgrim. It is as if God wenla alſo try y our nk. 

Noah. As I knew it to be God's way to act con- 
trary to appearances, I was the leſs diſcouraged, 

Pilgrim. Let was it very remarkable. 
 Neah. Very right; but what I am going to tell you, 
is worth hearing. There was, in my neighbourhood, 
a very rich man; the ruins of his houſe are ſtill plainly 
to be ſeen. In this very year his four ſons and three 
daughters were married, and all with the utmoſt ſplen- 
dor; feaſting, and dancing, and revelling, as if they 
were to live for ever. The old man came over to my 
lodge, and told me, that he intended to- build ſuch a 
houſe for his eldeſt ſon, ſuch an one for his ſecond, and 
ſo on proportionably ; then to ſuch a houſe would he 
annex ſuch a piece of land, to ſuch a houſe that mea- 
dow and that field, and to ſuch a houſe that garden 
ground, that paſture, thoſe cows and ſheep, and, at his 
death, they ſhould have much more: For, added he, 
children, — children's children, muſt be taken care of: 


% 


I anſwered thus: My dear Friend, it grieves me, that 
you are yet ſo ſlow o underſtanding. Know you not,. 


that the world is to be deſtroyed, perhaps this very 


year? Then, what becomes of your ſcheming? Would 


it not be better to apply ourſelves to know God, than 


to cark and care ſo much about the world?“ But all L tf 


could ſay ſignified nothing. Pohl God do any ſuch 
thing! No, no; he made the world for us to make the moſt 
of. I replied, Lou have falſe notions of God's mercy. 
It would draw our affections from this world, that we 
may enjoy a better; it would deliver us from 
2 thraldom to che luſts of the fleſh, which, at 
115 . 
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length, muſt periſh.” This was all thrown away on 
him. Away he went, agreed with workmen of ſeveral 
kinds, the foundations were laid, the ſeveral diviſions 
were marked, ſcaffoldings raiſed, and, in ſome houtes, 
carried up almoſt a man's height, he himſelf running 
about — and inſpecting every thing, when 
the Deluge came on. 
Pilgrim. If age was ſo void of conſideration, what 


could be expected from youth. + 


Noah, True, indeed. But to dn In this ſame 
Gen. v. 27. Vear died the venerable Methuſalah, the ſon 
of Enoch, aged nine hundred and ſixty- 

nine years. 

Pilgrim. A prodigious age | ' Yet, long as his life 
was, God ſeemed to remove him, to — him the af- 
fliction of the Deluge. But I feel nn of an im- 
Patience to know the event. 

Noab. At the place where I dwelt ne was a 
great holiday, with a vaſt reſort of people from all 
parts. The markets were thronged with ſtands of all 
Einds of wares, and the inns crouded with gueſts, who 
poured down wine as if it had been water. There was 
ſinging and dancing, fighting and wreſtling, bowling, 
and every diverſion, till night. Then, inſtead of . 
ing on God, they renewed their carouſings, drolling 
the divine menaces : This ark · builder now may — 
up his overgrown cheſt, and turn timber- merchant. 
' Here's a fine night ! The world he deſtroyed! An old 
dreamer } Soon after, I heard an uproar at my door 
Come out, you ſhipwright ; we'll quickly make an end 
of your world You hypocritical villain, to pretend to 
make a parcel of timorous mopes of us with your pro- 
Phbecies I I, in the mean time, lay proſtrate, fervently DT 
ſupplicating, that God, in his mercy, would not impure 
. theſe as to them; and all my family continued with» 
me the whole night i in prayer. The next day 
* 1955 af the ſecond NT in the 4475 
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rately ; alſo thoſe — whoſe nature there was the 


all kinds of neceſſaries for ourſelves and the animals. 


&.M.1656. a PirenIn au No A K. 47 Fl 


year of my age, the Lord faid unto me, 
<< The end of all fleſh is come-up} before 


Gans vii l l. * 


mne: Go into the ark, thou, po thy wife, and thy 


ſons, with their wives, likewiſe all ur M's as I di- 
rected ; for yet ſeven days, and I will cauſe it to rain 

upon the earth ſo as to deſtroy every living thing on 
che earth. I bowed, and E 


orders. 
** 7 


Pilgrim, What ha 
Noab. I immediately di Apache my ſons to > get * 0 


ark | in readineſs, to 'make any neceſſary repairs where 


the heat had fplit the boards, or the bitumen had run 


off. Then they built up the cabins, and the ſtalls and 
ſtables for the creatures, that each might ſtand in its 


order, the large by themſelves, and the ſmall alſo ſepa- 


eateſt agreement. The fowls were in the uppermoſt 
_— and the reptiles in the loweſt ; we ourſelves lived 
a part of the middle ſtory, Afterwards they: laid in 


Pilgrim. There muſt have been work ee be- | 


fore every thing was ſettled. 


| Noah. You are right, my Son. Beſides, troubled | 


fas the deſtruction of mankind, I once more went, and 


_ tears entreated them earneſtly to repent, declaring 
's late order to me. I was urgent with thoſe with 


_ L had lived in any degree of ann but uy M 
ſcoffed at me. 


Pilgrim. Obduracy almoſt incredible l Bur, pray, 
how did you get the beaſts in? | 

Noab. In that, my Son, we had no trouble; they 
were directed by God; and, indeed, very wonderful 
was it'to behold : For no ſooner were all things p 


vided, than up came a hon and lionefs, and followed 


us, as tame as lambs, to their place. In like order 
came the elephant, with its female, the rhinoceros; 
the camel, the panther, the leopard, the tiger, 


tarandus, 


„the 
| . the wolf, the 1 ———— the 
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camel - leopard, the hyena, the crotula, the mantichora, 
the bucerota, the axis, each with his mate. Theſe 
were followed by beaſts of a leſſer magnitude, as foxes, 
„cats, monkies, hares, rabbits, ſquirrels, ferrets, 
weaſels, hedgehogs, polecats, rats, mice, moles, and 
laards; likewiſe locuſts and ants, with all kinds of 
reptiles and worms, of each one couple; but of clean 
creatures, as kine, ſheep, goats, chaniois, buffaloes, 
deer, elks, and the like, of each ſeven couples: And 
all were arranged in their ſeveral receptacles. 


that thoſe beaſts, ſome being of ſuch a fierce, ravenous 
nature, could live ſo quietly together ? | 

Noah. God had tamed their natures as at frſt i in Pa- 
radiſe, ſo that there was not the leaſt diſturbance, not 
even amongſt the venomous animals; yet we had, 
beſides others, ſerpents, ſnakes, adders, ſcorpions, and 
ſome extremely hideous; and other creatures, which, 
though they get the greateſt part of their food in the 
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dile, the hippopotamus, the beaver, the otter, and the 
other amphibious creatures. The ſpider had long be- 
fore ſpread its net in the ark, to catch flies for its ali- 


itſelf here. The ſame of other creatures, which naturally 
live at mortal enmity. The wolf did not ſnarl at the ſheep, 
the rhinoceros offered not to aſſault the elephant, nor the 
ichneumon to eat into the crocodile's belly; but, by 
the univerſal peaceableneſs, it was as if they knew 
themſelves to be in a place of ſhelter from danger. 


| have been ſomething very entertaining to ſee all the 
beaſts enter the ark in ſuch order, and eſpecially the 

birds, of which; e, you have yet made no 

mention. 

Noab. True, "9 for it was the very laſt day before 

they came, and e flew 1 in at the top, except ſuch 

Whoſe 


tarandus, the horſe, the aſs, the badger, the ſwine, the 


Pilgrim. This is quite wonderful; and eſpecially 


— bajo, bai by Y — 8 wy 


water, cannot live in it for a conſtancy, as the croco- 


ment; bur its innate hatred af the ſnake did not ſhew 


Pilgrim. The wonders of God's ceconomy! It muſt. 
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whoſe bodies are too heavy for their wings, as the 
oftrich, the cock, with his hens, the gooſe, duck, par- 
tridge, and the like; ; but the flying hoſts came ruſhing 
in at the window like a ſtorm, yet in ſuch order that 
they were all eaſily diſtinguiſhable, 
Pilgrim. A fine ſight, yet very melancholy on ſuch 
an occaſion. | 
Noah. There was the bedurifil bird of Paradiſe, the 
turkey-cock and hen, the ſplendid peacock, the argen- 
tine ſwan, the ſoaring eagle, the green parrot, the crooked 
bill falcon, the keen-eyed hawk, the ſweet-ſmelling 
cinnamon bird, the purple bird, the long-necked he- 
ron, the variegated pheaſant, the pretty and ſweet- 


ſinging canary-bird, gold-finches, chaffinches, green- ' 


_ finches, robin-red-breafts, larks, thruſhes, blackbirds, 
ſwallows, and the canorous nightingale ; thither flocked 
alſo the well paired turtles, and all kinds of pigeons, 
the ſeaſon-knowing ſtork, the vigilant crane, the fond 
pelican, the cormorant, the ibis, the arb, the ſeleucides, 
the zelan, the hargol, and the hagab; the kite, the fal- 
con, the cuckow, the peewit, the magpie, the ſparrow, 
the wren, the wagtail, the crow, daw, raven, owl, 
quail, and many others, even to the bat and the little 
bee, and flies innumerable. Laſtly came the Tea-mews, a 
with their doleful cry and gloſſy wings, giving notice 
of the dreadful tempeſt, which ſoon was to diſcharge 
itſelf on the earth. 
Pilgrim. What a multitude of creatures They muſt | 
have been a long time going in. 
Noah. It was all done on the laſt days every thing, ; 
as I ſaid, having been prepared before hand: And on 


the ſeventh day, namely the ſeventeenth of the aden * 


month, we, that is, my ſons and their wives, 
by God's command went into the ark, ahd 
immediately were followed by the beaſts; | 
after which came the birds, and all regularly betook 
_ themſelves to the places appointed tor them. 


11. 13. 


Pilgrim. 


WS 


50 Dbiarecur between A. M. 1656. 


Pilgrim. And had the ark convenient room for all? 

Nob. Yes, and for more. I told you that the 
length of it was three POLES 4 cubits, the breadth 
fifty, and 18 height thirty. When the larger beaſts 
had laid themſelves down in their ſtalls, the ſmall ones 
took up but little room; and for the birds, though of 
moſt there were ſeven pair, half the upper ſtory ſuffced; 
many had crept under the covering, as the owl and 
bat; others rooſted on ſticks, cloſe to one another. 
Had a hundred perſons turned from their ſins, we 
could have entertained them, and very glad ſhould we 
have been of ſuch gueſts; but even the ſight of the 
creatures haſtening into the ark did not induce one to 
follow their example. 

Pilgrim. I am ſtrangely anxious to hear che iſſue. 

Noah.. On the day that we went into the ark the 
weather was very ſerene and fair, the corn was ripe, 
the trees clad in cheerful verdure, the carpenters and 
bricklayers hard at work, the ſmiths plying the anvil; 
ſome houſes were begun, ſome raiſed a ſtory or two, 
ſome near completed; in the fields the reapers were 
cutting and binding up the corn; in ſome places were 
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weddings : One called to another, Here's delightful 

weather! I never knew ſuch a plentiful year. What Fr 
a dream that is, of the world being to be deſtroyed !”* b 
Now whilſt all were thus in their elements, building, n 
planting, tilling, marrying, ſinging, dancing, without YN 
the leaſt apprehenſion of any thing amiſs, and we were 3 
got into the ark, ſufficiently ridiculed by all who ſaw it, © 
and the Lord had ſhut the door of the ark, the hea- h 
vens were: ſuddenly overſpread with clouds, whence ; 
Gen vii. 11. iſſued ſuch terrible thunders, and lightnings, 1 

and rains, as the like had never been feen. 

Now all ran for ſhelter, thinking 1 it would foon be over. 7 
Night came on, and it was ill the ſame ; nothing but F: 
form and tempeſt, gloom and pouring. down of rain. 

The next day the vallies were full of water, that fore. p 


were for drawing up their cattle ; but to no purpoſe ; 
the 


— 


— 
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the rain not only continuing as violent as ever, but 
ſprings under the earth guſhed forth in ſuch overwhelme 
ing torrents, that it ran down the hills like the roaring 
of the ſea, inundating all the low lands, that the beaſts 
began to ſwim; and gain the heights; the corn: floated ; 
the new timber-works fell to pieces; there was an end 
of weddings and entertainments, Every one began to 
think of his wife, children and furniture; but oncoming 
to his home, there was the water ruſhing in. They wildly 
| ſtared about, Eaſt, Weſt, North, and South, to ſee if 
any cloud was breaking; but not a ſingle glimpſe of 
hope; therain ſeemed rather to increaſe, and poureddown 
night and day without intermiſſion. Next day they be- 
gan to fly away with bed and bedding, imagining they 
could eſcape the water; which they might, had it been 
only a ſhort irruption; but now there was no ſuch 
thing. Some clambered up to the roofs, others'{warm- 
ed up trees, and they who lived on the hills ſought the 
higheſt peaks; and theſe only prolonged their doom a 
few. miſerable days, ol 8 
Pilgrim. But now, Father, were they not convinced 
that all this was owing to their ſins? © 
Noab. Oh! Son, had you heard the Iamentations, 
ſeen the confuſion, agonies and uproar, when the roofs. 
began to fall in, and the tops of the trees to bend, 
mothers embracing their children, huſbands their 
wives, friends and neighbours each other; ſome wring- 
ing their hands; ſome calling on God ; others, who ſaw 
the ark begun to drive, ſtretching out their arms for 
help, but now too late, the term of grace was elapſed. 
Pilgrim. What a diſmal ſight! had God ſhewn them 
mercy, perhaps they might have repented. _ - _.- 
Nuoab. Forced repentance, Son, is ſeldom either 
laſting or ſincere ; they had ſlighted God in the days of 
eaſe and pleneʒʒ. lien PAS 
Pilgrim. Little knows he, who lights God, what 


he flights, | | £ 
8 8 Noab, © 
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"Noah: Very true: Some days after, the tops of the 


mountains began to be covered; roofs of houſes, fur- 
niture, limbs of trees with people on them, cradles 
with children, mothers with infants at their breaſts; 
ſome locked in each others embraces, ſome ſitting on 


horſes and other beaſts, driving too and fro, alſo birds 


whoſe wings had failed them, with an infinite variety 
of other creatures; the ſummits of ſome mountains 
the waters had not yet reached, and theſe were crowded 


with men and beaſts, whoſe mingled yellings much af- 


fected us; one ſaw his father raving; another his 


mother, ſiſter and brother; a third his children; a 


fourth knew not what was become of his parents or 
relations; and the worſt of all was that they had no- 
thing but death before their eyes, for the heavens 


poured down as impetuouſly as ever. They ran from 


height to height, ſtill there was no way to eſcape, 
every where the water was at their heels. 


Pilgrim. Such were the fruits of their ridiculing and 
inſulting you, and abuſing the divine lenity. 
Moab. Now they ſaw the fatal miſtake of the ſup- 


poſed wiſe men, in accounting for all things from na- 
ture, as if God had no hand in the antecedent tokens : 
Where now was their oftentation and voluptuouſneſs ; j 
their building, their buying and ſelling, their graizery 
and improvements; all ſwept away; the great were 


now reduced to a level with the meaneſt, and tyrants faw 
themſelves involved in the ſame fate as their ſlaves: In a 


word, all fleſh now ſaw their folly. It was not many days 


Loſes the higheſt mountains alſo were under water, that 


every thing which had ſought refuge there, man, beaſt, 


bird, and reptile, periſhed, we in the ark alone ex- 


cepted : For it had rained forty days and 


Gen. vii. 20. 


man, beaſt, nor bird remained alive. 


Pilgrim. Woeful cataſtrophe ! e conſe- 
quences of ſin! 
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forty nights, that the waters prevailed fif- 
teen cubits above the higheſt mountains, and neither | 
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Noah. Hence learn, Son, that Godi is both merciful 
and juſt z merciful to thoſe who turn to al, and Juſt 
in puniſhing the impenitent. 

Pilgrim. May it be a leſſon to alter ages Bur what 
became of you ? | 

Naoab. The forty days rain FOR over, the air clear- 
ed up into calm, fair weather, the ſun broke out, the 
ſtars appeared, but all around us was water, except a 
ſmall black ſpeck, namely the ark; and in that was 
ſhut up every remaining creature which had life. A 
hundred and fifty days did it continue driving to and fro, | 
without grounding any where. Some of the time I ſpent 
in praying, and teaching my family the knowledge of 
the things of God : And they carefully tended this ani- 
mals, which here had diveſted themſelves of their na- 
tural fierceneſs, and were tractable as lambs. The tem- 
perature in the ark was quite mild; for though the 
ſun was in the ſummer ſigns, the Peter of the water 
abated its heat, and the water, which, by the winds na- 
turally ariſing from it, would have made it extremely 

cold, was attempered by the heat of the ſun. After- 
wards, when the ſun had riſen and ſet a hundred and 

fifty times without ever caſting a ſhade, no houſe, 
tree, nor hill appearing to intercept 1ts rays, and it was 

now entering into Libra, making day and night of an 
equal length, we felt the ark give a ſhock and remain- 
ed fixed; which rejoiced us not a little, as a ſign that 
the waters were fallen. We ſoon ſaw the hill, on which 
the ark had grounded, to enlarge, and the waters daily 
ſubſiding. On this we praiſed God, who had been 
mindful of us; for we longed extremely to ſee the 
earth dry. On the firſt day of the tenth 
month, the ſun being in Sagittarius, the 
tops of ſeveral mountains were ſeen projecting; a proof 
that Ararat, the mountain on which the ark reſted, was 
the higheſt in that country, now called Ar- je” 
menia, which is confirmed by the fragments IT" 
ſtill remaining. 


| Geil Go. 


1 Pilgrim, 
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Pilgrim. Did not the birds or beaſts ſhew ſome Joy, 


or 'alteration? n 
 Noab. Whilſt the fon. was is lowring, they bend me- v 
lancholy and drooping ;. but on its return upwards, and 2 
when it drew near to the ſign of Aquarius, ſome crea- v 
tures began to make themſelves be heard: The little 0 
birds, and particularly the lark, made the ark ring 
with melody. The raven, as if it had got ſeent of ſome a 
carcaſe, fell a croaking, and flying againſt the window: 
By this I conceived that the waters might be totally 5 
gone off, and opened the window. On the tenth day d 
oh. / of the month Sebath, the ſun being in Piſces, d 
Is ſent forth a raven, which kept flying to if 
and fro from peak to peak, ſhewing that the waters t 
were ſtill on the earth, yet never returned into the ark. tl 
- Pilgrim, But, F ather, could not you yourſelf ſee: 8 
PAY hos the window whether the waters were fallen, or not? n 
Noah. The mountain, on which the ark had ſettled, ri 
a was of ſuch a height, that all below having a bluciſh "i 
9 | caſt, we could not. know whether it was air or water; b 
a ſo, to be ee I let fly adove, which oon 
1 9 returned. -M 
4 Pilgrim. How came the dove to return, and not the 
| en 1 
| Noah. The raven had met with plenty of carcaſes, t 
| which it preterred to being ſhut up in the ark : Then if 
the dove, not to mention its natural timidity, beſides 
miſſing its food, was not ſo ſtrong-winged as to fly 
from peak to peak. Seven days after, I ſent h 
drlorch anather dove, which, to my great d 
Joy, returned with a ſprig of olive in its bill, as a cer- 2 
tain token that the waters were abated below V 
vere 12. the tops of the trees. This was on the twenty « 
fifth day-of the month Sebath : At the expiration of b 
ſeven days more, I let fly a third dove, which never v 
returned. if 
Pilgrim. Now you was certain 1 the earth's being r 
quite dry. . 2 


| Noob, | 
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Noab. It was, indeed, a very promiſing ſign. I would 
not, however, take on me to open the ark, or go out 
without an expreſs order from him who had bid me 
go into it; for, though thoroughly ſenſible that the 
waters were gone off, yet would I not depend on my 
own knowledge, or follow my own inclination. _ 

Pilgrim, How long, then, - did you remain in the | 
ark, after letting fly the third dove? 

Noab. Near two months; for it pleaſed' Ge to 
put the earth into our hands, not only dry, but ver- 
dant, flowery, and fertile, and cleared of the ſmell of 
dead bodies of men and beaſts, which, (a very affecting 
ſight, indeed!) lay ſcattered about. I had, indeed, for 
the refreſhment of the animals, broke up the cover of 
the ark, without one of them making any motion to 
go out; till on the twenty-ſeventh day of the ſecond / 
month, the ſun being in Taurus, God di- | 
rected me to go out, with my wife, my 
three ſons and their wives, and all the ſeveral kinds of | 

beaſts, birds, and inſets. | 
 Pigrim. They ſhewed/great joy, I ſuppoſe, at thei 
_ releaſe, 

Noah. It is inexpreſſible by what pretty geſticula- 
tions they expreſſed their gladneſs, and how orderly 
they put themſelves in readineſs to go out, after we had 
laid a bridge for them. _ + 

Pilgrim. Then they did not cod out conf: 8 

Neah. After my family, with our little furniture, 
had landed out of the ark, on Mount Ararat, imme- 
diately followed all the creatures by pairs, as they had 
gone in, running, ſkipping, and rolling in the graſs, 
which now they had not trod for a whole year and ten 
days; and after I had ſelected ſome, both of the clean 
beaſts and birds, for a burnt- offering, they all diſperſed 
whither their natures prompted them. The granivorous 
ſought herbage, the carnivorous fell on the carcaſes of 
men and beaſts, the aquatile haſtened to the lowlands, 
and peopled the marſhes, and the web- footed made their 
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way to che ſtreams. The leſſer birds lodged themſelves 
in the trees, making all places ring with their ſpright- 
ly notes: The very cuckow and owl uttered their joy. 


Some departed to particular regions, as the bird of 


Paradiſe to an iſland in India; the parrot, turkey, cin- 


namon- bird, the ibis, crows, kings-fiſhers, and wrens, 


alſo the crane and ſtork, to various quarters. 


Pilgrim. So each betook itſelf to the Pars or cli- 


mate, which beſt agreed with it. 


Mab. Very right; therefore it was that God cre- ä 


ated ſuch a vaſt variety of beaſts and birds, that none 
of the ſeveral parts of the world, cold, hot, temperate, 
high, low, wilderneſſes, fields, heaths, rivers, lakes, 
and the very air, might not want inhabitants: For he 
is a God of life, and has adapted dwellings to the na- 
ture of all living creatures. 


Pilgrim. Father, I have two things to aſk, though 


you can only anſwer one at a time. 
Noab, And what are they, Son ? 


Pilgrim. The firſt is, in what condition you "WE 13 


oh world? And the ſecond, what was your firſt bu- 
ſineſs? 


Neah. The firſt will be beſt anſwered laſt; and as to 


the ſecond, no ſooner were we out of the ark, before we 
went down from the mountain ; I built an 
altar to offer a ſacrifice of thankſgiving for 
our preſervation, my family joining with me in hum 
ble ſupplications, that God would be appeaſed, and no 


Ve. 20. a 


more deſtroy the earth for its ſins; and the Lord 


ſmelling a ſweet favour, determined in his clemency to 
man, as being from his infancy inclined to evil, and 


eaſily feducible by the inticements of the fleſh, that he 


would never more deſtroy the world in the manner he 


had done ; but that, whilſt the earth remaineth, ſeed- 


time and hardeſt. and cold and heat, and ſummer and 


winter, and day and nig ht, ſhould not ceaſe ? 
Henin. How 1s 7 og Father Has God a ſmell! 2 


Noah, ; 


Jy 
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Noab. God, being an amiable and pure eſſence, every _ 
thing amiable and pure is ſingularly agreeable to him, 
not from any outward ceremony or offering, but the 
heart; and by nothing is God won more than by an 
upright,” pure, devout, and grateful heart, which to 
him 1s as the odour of the moſt exquiſite ſpices ; for the 
end of all his will is, that we love him above all things, 
as was ſeen in Abel, the integrity of whoſe heart made x 
both him and his facrificeacceptable ; ; whereas, on ac- 
count of the depravity of Cain's heart, both he and his 
ſacrifice were rejected. - * 

Pilgrim. I thank you for your explandagh: A | 

Noah. Afterwards God bleſſed us, and gave us rule 
over all creatures on earth, not only to 
maſter them for our ſervice, but to | 
make their fleſh part of our food, which till now had 
not been permitted. - 


Gen. i IX. I, 2, 3. 


Pilgrim. May I aſk why God petinitged. it nore TD 


now than before? 

Noah. The beaſts had tranſgreſſed the 902 of their 
creation; and had torn and devoured the fleſh of man, 
their natural ſovereign; ſo that it now pleaſed God to 
allow him to kill for food all kinds of beaſts, that he 


might be lord over all fleſh; for God hath formed him 


after his likeneſs ; therefore, the ſhedding of man's 
blood will he never let go unpuniſhed; even of man 
himſelf, ſhedding human blood, ſhall his blood be 
alſo ſhed by man: But as this law cannot be obſerved _ 
with regard to wild beaſts, the effuſion of human 
blood is avenged on the whole race of animals, yet 


with this exception, that their fleſh 1 is not to be eaten 
whilſt the blood is in it. | 


Pilgrim. Wherefore, Father ? * 
| Noah. God, as the author of life, wills not that man 
ſhould deſtroy beaſts in a murderous, ſanguinary way, 
but with thankfulneſs offer to him that in which life 
conſiſts, namely the blood, and then, with deen and 
n. uſe the fleſh for food,” 


Pilgrim, 


} 
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Pilgrim. I am wonderfully delighted with your nar- 


rative and reflections. 
Neah. Afterwards God e to 
ver. 8, Kc. 


make a covenant with me, that there ſhall 
never more be a flood to deſtroy the earth; and con- 
firmed it by the token of the rainbow appearing i in the 


clouds. 
Pilgrim. Well, J had imagined the rainbow to be 


produced by the ſun· beams, and not by any ehr 
working of God, as a ſupernatural ſign. 0 

Noah. It is, indeed, produced by the appearance of . 
the ſun oppoſite to a rainy ſky; but the ſun, of itſelf, 
could not give it ſuch perfection; as we ſee a ſtrip of 
blue, fienitying that the earth was once deſtroyed by 
water; a ſtrip of green, ſignifying that it ſhall conti- 
nue in its fertility ; and a ſtrip of red, denoting that it 
ſhall be brought to an end by fire: For, without God's 
interpgſition, how ſhould the colours ſeparate fo from 
each other, and not rather intermix, as we ſee f in a 
drop of water when the ſun beams on it. 

Pilgrim. Let we ſometimes ſee, that not only the 
ſun, but the moon alſo, forms circles of different co- 
lours round it. 

' Noah. I own it to be alſo a natural effect, having 
ſeen ſuch circles before the flood, but never ſo large, 
clear, and lively, as ſince the forty days rain; which, 

evinces, that as God, by the natural rain, worin in an 
extraordinary. manner to effect the Deluge, he alſo 
works in an extraordinary manner on the courſe of na- 
ture in this rainbow, which generally appears in rainy 
weather, as a token that the earth ſhall no more be de- 
ſtroyed by water. 

Pilgrim. Thus God, it ſeems, by the common na- 
tural cauſes, performs extraordinary works; which, 
though they appear but common effects, have a parti- 
cular ſignification. | 

Nee, Certainly, 

2 Pilgrim. 
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* Pilgrim. Now remains the ſecond queſtion : In what 
condition did you find the earth at your coming out of 
the *ark ? 

Noah. As we came down the mountain we met with 
multitudes of carcaſes, both of men and beaſts, which 
had fled to the heights, | The trees were loaded with 
moſs and weeds. The fields were ſtrewed with-ſhells. 
In ſome mires lay broken trees covered with mud; 
that after-ages will wonder how trees came to lie ſo 
deep in the ground, and how ſea-ſhells, and even the 
ſkeletons of monſtrous fiſhes, ſhould be found on moun- 
tains, The courſe of rivers was alſo diverted ; for the 
ſtream, which once iſſued out of Paradiſe, was no more 
to be found. Now the Nile had its ſource in Ethiopia, 
the Euphrates in Armenia, the Hiddekel in Meſopo- 
tamia; the Gihon, or Ganges, i in Aſſyria. As for towns 
and large edifices, it was diſmal to fee them lying all 
in ruins. © In ſhort, the whole appearance of the world 
was totally changed, A moſt deſolate, afflicting WW 
tacle, indeed! 

Pilgrim. It is but three hundred and forty eight 
years ſince that memorable deſtruction; yet, behold !* 
here's the earth ſwarming with people, and cultivated 
and planted; every place has a chearful aſpect; that 1 
eng things have ſo ſoon been ſet on $7 . a 
footin 5 

"Noah. Why, after looking about us a 
while, the firſt buſineſs we took in hand 
was tillage; and I planted the vine. My ſon Sem par- 
ticularly applied himſelf to build huts, and, two years 
after, had a ſon named Arphaxad, no- 
in the three hundred and forty ſixth 
year of his age, and who has had ſeveral children ; of 
his lineage is Abraham. Beſides Arphaxad, Sem had 
four other ſons, Elam, Aſſur, Lud, and Aram; whoſe 

deſcendents became very numerous. To Japhet « alſo 
were born ſeven ſons, Gomer, Magog, hn 
N eee ubal, Meſech, and Tiras, aa: 5 


Ver. 20. ; 


Gen. 2 22. 
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who likewiſe had many children. Cham, my third fon, 
was the father of four ſons, Chus, Miſraim, Phut, and | 
Canaan : But the laſt was profligate and 
| inſolent; for, happening to ſee me un- 
covered, he made a mock of me, though his grand- 
Md tive: father; whereas my two, ſons, Sem and 
Japhet, turning 0 00 their faces, care- 
fully covered me: For which act of decency and re- 
ſpect I bleſſed them, at the ſame time curſing Canaan. 
The children of Cham, however, multiplied into many 
families, grew wealthy, and carried it with a high 
hand. 
Pilgrim. So wickedneſs was not r totally e ; 
by the flood. 
* Neeh. Olra Son, it ſoon. grew to a great head. 
Pilgrim. Procigious | E- | 
NMeab. I'll tell you, Son. At the birth of Piles. a 
third grandſon of Sem's, which was a hundred and four 
years after the deluge, (though he died about ten years, 
ago, in his two hundred and fortieth year) the world 
came to be divided, and the occaſion of it was this: 
| Soon after the flood, my children moved 
eaſtward into the land of Shinar; and 
ſome, affecting to leave behind them a great name, and 
others, as it were, to bid defiance to the Almighty and 
ſecure themſelves againſt another deluge, ſet about 
building a city, and in it a tower of an immenſe height, : 
that the top ſhould reach to the very ſky. _ 

Pilgrim. I think your children ſhould have been 
wiſer, than thus to ſet themſelves againſt the Almighty, 
whoſe hand they had ſo lately felt; then what aſtrono- 
my they were maſters of, might have taught them, 
that the building, of ſuch a tower was impoſſible, by 

eaſon of the vaſt diſzance be tween the earth and W 
heavens. | 

Noah. As to my Sons, Sem and Japhet, they were 
ſenſible that it was a mad undertaking and would 
have no hand in it: But Nimrod, iſſued from Cham, 

as 


ver. 6. 
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as ſon to Chus, a mighty one, and of a fierce diſpoſi- 
tion, which he had contracted by being 
ever hunting and catching wild beaſts, 
getting together a crew of deſperadoes, began to ſet 
up for himſelf and lord it over others; and having by 
the aſſiſtance of Aſſur, a ſon of Sem, increaſed his 
numbers, he reduced all the neighbouring people; and, 
what with force and promiſes, brought them into his 
deſign of building the abovementioned city and tower. 
Pilgrim. Preſumptuous ambition 
Noah. Inſtantly a great number of brick- kilns were 
got ready, mortar and lime prepared, trees felled, 
carpenters hired, with labourers innumerable: Day and 
night were employed in carpentry, joiners work, brick- 
laying and ſcaffolding, ina ſhort time carrying the tower 
to ſuch a height, that it made one dizzy to look down, 
and its circuit on the ground was really aſtoniſhing ; but 
this temerity gave offence to God: And having promiſed _ 
never to deſtroy the earth by a ſecond deluge, though 
they had well deſerved it, he made uſe of another me- 
thod for putting a ſtop to the work, and diſpefing 
them in the midſt of their moſt ſanguine Bn AX * 
Pilgrim. What method, I pray ? 3 
Noah. As they had all one, and the 
ſame language, God varied it ſo, that 
they all fell into confuſion, not underſtanding each 
other; one calling for wood, another brings him ſtone; 
and to him who calls for ſtone, mortar was brought; 
Hoiſt up cries one, and the other lowers ; ſo that, in ſhort, 
they were near going together by the ears, every one 
thinking that they played upon him, This diſap- 
pointment admitting of no remedy, they gave over 
their boaſted ſtructure, and not only ſo, but they 
were obliged to ſeparate : Japhet's deſcendents journey- 
ed weſtward, namely Gomer, went into Galatia, 
Thuiſcan into Germany, Tubal into Iberia, Meſech 
into Cappadocia; Tharſis built the city ſtill called by 
as name; Magog poſſeſſed himſelf of Scythia, and his 
5 7. | deſcendents 


Gen. x. 8, 9, 10. 


Gen. xi. 6, 7. s. l 
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deſcendents ſeated themſelves in all the weſtern iſlands: 
As for Cham's offspring they moſtly bent their march 
ſouthward, as far as the country of the Moors; Miſ- 
raim into Egypt; Canaan called the land where he 
ſettled by his name : And his ſons were Sidon, Heth,Gir- 
geci, Jebuſi, Amori, whoſe deſcendents alſo bear their 


name. The famous city of Sidon was built by the firſt; 


but Sem's children remained with their fa- 


ver. . ther in the Eaſt. Aſſur continued with the 


haughty Nimrod, and completed the building of the 
city, which, on account of the above confuſion, was 
named Babel; ; and here they founded the firſt monar- 


chy, which, from Aſſur, was called the Aſſyrian. 
Sem's other deſcendents, as Seba, Ophir, Hevila, peo- 


pled the Indian lands, whither Peleg accompanied his 


father Eber, who is there with his father Selah, who 


had for his father Arphaxad the ſon of Sem. All theſe 
continued to dwell in Canaan, and the adjacent coun- 
tries. The only one of them dead is Peleg, and he but 
lately ; all the others are till living, and do very well. 
Pilgrim. Theſe are, indeed, wonderful things, Fa- 


ther, which you have related to me, and a remarkable 


inſtance, not only of man's depravity, but of the divine 
wiſdom, which takes the artful in their own craft, and 


this by a puniſhment of the greateſt advantage to the 
world ; for, by this diſperſion, the earth, depopulated 


” the flood, became every where repleniſhed, 

| Noah. A very good remark, Son. 
Pilgrim, 'Pray, how did matters go with che recent 
Aſſyrian monarchy ; for by what I hear, a new King, 


named Samhiſninias, has been lately ſet up there. 


Noah. It is, ſo Son, but I fear he will introduce a 
very pernicious cuſtom, and that under a ſpecious ap- 
pearance, | 

Pilgrim. How fo, F her ! | 

Neab. Alas! that the world is fo eaſily noo on. 


Pilgrim. A more explicite account of this, if vou 5 79 


4 y ki 
Noah. — 


Neat, chat I may underſtand the matter. 
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Noab. I muſt firſt acquaint you with the riſe and 
aggrandiſements of that monarchy. Nimrod, the hun- 
ter, after a reign of fifty- four years, left the kingdom 


to Jupiter Belus, who reigned twenty-ſix years in a 


continued peace, enacted many good laws for the 
maintenance of. order and tranquillity, and was emi- 
nently ſkilful in aſtronomy, having ſtudied the farnous 

pillars, on which the principles of that ſcience had 
been cut in the Antediluvian times; and he enlarged 
and decorated the city of Babel. Such an adminiſtration 
had endeared him to his ſubjects, that his death was 


univerſally lamented. In his time were born Serug, 


the ſon of Reu, and likewiſe Nahor, the ſon of Serug, 
the latter about two hundred years after the Deluge. 
Jupiter Belus was ſucceeded by Ninus, who founded 
many cities, particularly the great Nineveh. It was 
in the forty-firſt year of his reign, that was born the 
celebrated Patriarch Abraham, whoſe father was 
Terah, the ſon of Nahor. But Ninus, though a Prince 
not void of merit, was, in the fifty-ſecond year of his 
reign, treacheroufly murdered by his conſort Semiramis, 
a woman of a turbulent martial ſpirit, and who, among 


other atchievements, ſlew in battle Zoroaſter, King f 
the Bactrians, for his extraordinary knowledge re- 


puted a magician. Having reduced the city of Babe, 
which had revolted, ſhe incloſed-it with a lofty ſtone 
wall, and of ſuch a breadth that ſix carriages could go 
a- breaſt; on her demiſe, in the forty-firſt year of her 
reign, the ſucceſſion devolved to Samhiſninias, who 
has now reigned five years. ag hel 

Pilgrim. Now, Father, come to that evil cuſtom in- 
troduced by him under a plauſible appearance. 


Neah. It was the praying to and adoration of ima- © 


ges, which he himſelf erected; for as Ninus had fer up 
a ſtatue to his father Belus, ſo have others; women, 
called on Pallas and Veſta, and this not only in me- 
mory of them, but as objects of veneration. Samhiſ- 
ninias went {till farther, building temples to them as ſo 
| CE 7 many 
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many deities, to the great diſhonour of God, the author 


ofall things: And this practice continues under the ap- 
pearance of honouring God, that (which is a very melan- 


choly conſideration) Terah, the devout Abraham's own 
father, together with his whole kindred, were ſeduced into 


the abominable worſhip of ſtrange gods; which made me 


the more watchful over Abraham, daily warning him 


againſt the leaſt deflection from the one eternal God. 


J think it were better for him to remove into another 


country, where he will not be expoſed to the flatteries 
and Mſinuations of his relations; for the love of the 
world is ſo infectious, that to guard againſt it, and pre- 


ſerve our virtue, well need we ſtrictly walk as pilgrims: 


And his father Terah having left him much wealth, it 


is the more to be feared that he will be for building his 
neſt here; for though he be well principled, and has 


a ſolid zeal for truth and godlineſs, the example and 


Perſuaſions of relations are very powerful. They in- 
vite to entertainments, and theſe muſt be returned. It 
is the cuſtom ; and he who acts otherwiſe is deſpiſed, 

as a moroſe niggard. On the tables are brought the 
offerings to idols; there is muſick of all kinds; deli- 
cious liquors are ſerved in golden cups ; all parts ſhine 
with coltly ſplendor ; then the talk is wholly about 
fine houſes, furniture, and gardens, and enjoyments 
which ſet them above the common people. Alas ! thus 
eircumſtanced, how eaſily is a young heart inſnared ! 
or, at leaſt, cooled in its religious purpoſes. Ah! Son, 
of this I have known To many inſtances, that well may 
I be anxious about Abraham. 

Pilgrim. Right, Father. But whither ſhall he re- 
move? Fon yourſelf intimated, that even ſince the 
Deluge mankind are ed into vice, idolatry, and 
Profligacy. 


Noah. The relapſe is, indeed deplorable ; yet are | 


there ſtill many ſincere ſervants '6f the true God. In 
the South is a land, called Canaan, as the ſettlement. 
| of the deſcendents of Canaan ; z there, and in a town 


of 
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of his own building, called Salem, lives Melchi- 
ſedeck, a devout holy, Prieſt, who is likewiſe King, go- 
verning the people in quietneſs and piety, and worſhip- 
ing the Almighty. I could wiſh that Abraham may 
become known to him ; the converſation of ſuch a man 
will cheriſh and invigorate his good principles. 

Pilgrim. I had conceived, that the citizens of Hea- 
ven never built towns here below on this earth, but 
wandered, like pilgrims, living only in moveable tents. 

Noah. Though, from neceſſity, they build houſes 
and towns here, to them theſe are no more than a 
pilgrim's hut, their hearts not being ſettled on them, 
but breathing after their everlaſting habitation. Far- 
ther, their building is quite of another nature than that 
of worldlings, as in all their proceedings there is a ſub- 
lime, myſterious intendment; for they look not, like 
the others, to the things that are viſible. As to this 
now ſmall town of Salem, Oh! Son, were I'w go 
about relating the events which, in courſe of time, 
ſhall be manifeſted in it, this day would not ſuffice; 
for wonderful are the prophecies concerning this place. 
My age will not allow me to think of living to ſee the 
fulfilling of any; but, ſome hundred years hence, poſ- 
terity will be able to ſpeak of wonderful things in the 
fate of Salem. It lies nearly in the center of the earth, and 
thus ſeems deſtined to be one of its moſt famous cities. 
I will ſay no more of it, but refer you to experience. 

Pilgrim. As you pleaſe for that; but I cannot help 
thinking, that, whilſt Abraham has ſuch a guide and 
pattern as yourſelf, ſuch an emigration is unadviſable. 

Noah. That's what he himſelt ſays, and ſeems de- 
termined not to quit me whilſt I am on earth, unleſs 
by a ſpecial command from God, when neither kin- 
dred, nor friends, nor any other conſiderations are to 
be regarded : And from my knowledge of his piety, 
I am confident it will be ſo with him. 

Pilgrim. How the godly always love one another !. 
and very it is they ſhould, 15 being a love which is 
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of God, and leads to God, and on which depends their 


eternal happineſs It gives me a very ſenſible joy, 
that ſo many old and young ſtill love and reverence 


you as a father. For, indeed, you naturally are the father 


of all, being older than any; and as they gradually 


differ in longevity, I ſhould be glad to hear their re- 


ſpective ages. 
Neah. As you are ſo deſirous of knowledge, I an- 


ſwer your queſtions with pleaſure, My fon Sem is now 


about four hundred and fifty, Arphaxad three hundred 
and forty ſeven, Selah three hundred and twelve, He- 
ber two hundred and eighty two. Peleg died 'about 
ten years ſince, in his two hundred and thirty ninth 
year. Reu is now in his two hundred and eighteenth; 

Serug in his hundred and eighty ſixth. His ſon Na- 
hor, who died nine years ago, was in his hundred and 


forty eighth. Terah is now a hundred and Twenty ſe- 


ven years old; and his hopeful ſon Abraham fifty ſix. 

Pilgrim. One thing not a little ſurprizes me. 

Noah. What is that, Son? 

Pigqrim. That though all whotn you have named fall 
ſo far ſhort of your years, yet have they very nearly the 
like appearance of age. There is Terah himſelf, your 
beloved Abraham's father, begins to grow grey; and 
his father, it ſeems, was but in his one hundred and 
twenty ſeventh year, when he died: This I cannot 
account for. 

Noab. You muſt know, then, Son, that ee the 
Deluge it has been God's pleaſure to curtail the life of 
man; and thus they inſenfibly decreaſe in age and per- 
fon, You now ſee no ſuch huge giants, as in my time, 
before the flood: Alas! the preſent breed is. quite dimi- 
nutive in compariſon of the Antediluvians; and though 
here and there a large man is to be 2 they are no- 
thing like former times. 

Pilgrim. Whence proceed theſe 8 Father? 


Noah. From ſeveral cauſes; firſt the creation was 


; originally, ſound,  Vigorous, and complete, but now the 


powers 


— 2 wy ＋ pps, — 0 ri oo 


C3 wh bro A It: 


-E 
4 
0 
£ 
# 
4 
0 


[/ . 


A.M. 200%. a PiiGRIM and Noan. 67 


powers of Nature being infeebled, cannot produce and 

ſupport ſuch large and laſting fruits. The vegetables 
have alſo ſuffered in their virtues, that they afford no 
ſuch powerful medicaments. Then the abſolute neceſſity 
of man's living ſo very long, for the propagation of the 
ſpecies, is now ceaſed. Thirdly, that men do not grow 
better by length of life, or ſtrength and procerity of 
body, appears s from the preceding ſad examples. And 
man not being created ſo much for this temporal life 
as to live in eternal bleſſedneſs, it little imports whe- 
ther their life be long or ſhort, ſo it be well ſpent. 
Pilgrim. Now, my dear aged Father, accept of my 
very humble thanks for your inſtruction and ſalutary 
counſels, and for your hiſtorical narratives, which have 
given me infinite ſatisfaction. I will trouble you no 

Jonger, and may that God, whom you have ſo faith- 
fully ſerved, receive you into his heavenly felicity, on 
your removal from this world, which, as you yourſelf 
ſaid, naturally cannot be far off. 

Noah. True, my Son, and heartily do I long for it; 
and no [leſs heartily do I wiſh you the grace and fa- 
vour of God. May he grant, that what you have 
heard from me, bring forth good fruit in you. Adieu, 
dear ſon, the Lord lift up the light of his countenance 
on you, and guide the ſteps of your pilgrimage in peace 
and godlineſs, that you may be admitted to the joys of 
the n in his weden kingdom. Amen. 
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BETWEEN 
The P11.GrIM and SIMON CLEOPHAS. 
In Two P A R T 8. 


De Firſt containing the ſpace of 13 50 years, 


xz «from Abraham to the Babyloniſh Captroity. . 


F the firſt world I obtained ſome know- 
| | ledge, by the kind 'communicativeneſs 
of the two venerable Patriarchs Adam and Noah; but 
ſince my converſation with the latter two thouſand 
years being elapſed, and ſuch a ſpace muſt unqueſtion- 
ably have produced many ſtrange and remarkable 
events; I could wiſh to meet with a perſon of the fame 
ſenſe and diſpoſitions, to give a true and judicious 
account of theſe ſubſequent tits: And my curioſity 
is the greater, as I find myſelf inthe midſt of the ruins of 


Pilgrim. 


a large city, which has more the appearance of having 


been deſtroyed by war, than forſaken on account of any 
other calamity. It is plain, theſe ſtately edifices were 
burned down. The ſtones, in many places, are all over 
ſmoke, ſo that it cannot be very long ſince this diſaſter 
happened. What a glorious city this muſt have been |! 
The circuit and thickneſs of the walls! That moun- 
tain, particularly, ſeems covered with ſtately ruins ! As 
for the few houſes, run up here and there, they ſeem to 
occupy but a very fmall part of that which lies waſte. 


Oh! Yonder I ſee coming a man, who, by his age, is 


kit for my purpoſe, and his aſpect ſpecks him courteous 
1 5 1 | | 


and 
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and ſenſible. Good day, Father: Allow me a word 
or two with you. 

Cleophas. God fave you, Son. May I aſk who you 
are? | 
Pilgrim. I am a pilgrim ſoul, very deſirous of know- 
ing the occurrences of ancient times; and as I have 
been wandering ever ſince the commencement of this 

. ſyſtem, it was my good fortune to fall in with Adam, 
and ſometime after with Noah, of whom doubtleſs you 
have heard, and they both very kindly gave me an 

account of every thing within their knowledge. Since 
then, I have not exchanged a word with any one; and, 
finding myſelf here amidſt the ruins of a very ſplendid 
City, I was wiſhing for ſome ſuch perſon as yourſelf to 
inform me about its cataſtrophe, and the remarkable 
things which have come to paſs ſince Noah's time. 

Cleophas. That is a taſk rather too hard for ſuch an 
old worn-out creature as I am, being now in my hun- 
dred and twentieth year, _ Beſides, the care of the ſheep 
recommended to me, leaves me but little ſpare time; 
and a detail of all thoſe things would require not a few 
days, but months. 

Pilgrim, This whets my curioſity : But, pray, are 
you a ſhepherd ? 

Cleophas. Yes, of men. 

Pilgrim. If fo, pleaſe look on me as one of your 
ſheep, who comes to you to be fed with uſeful know- 

| ledge. 

Cleophas. If fo, I ſhall make no difficulty to comply 
with your deſires ; therefore we will go up vader hill, 
called Sion. 

Pilgrim. Where nd old walls ſtand ? 

Cleophas. The fame. 

Pilgrim. It is very ugly clambering among theſe con- 
fuſed heaps of ſtones ! Bleſs me, what beauriful build- 
ings lie here, all ruined and razed! I cannot forbear 
grieving at the ſad end of ſo much magnificence. 


Cleophas, 
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Cleoplas. If you are fo affected with the bare ſight 


of this deſolation, how muſt it be with me, who was an 
eye-witneſs of it, and, what is ſtill more— _ 
Pilgrim. Why, F acher, it draws tears from you. 
Cleophas. Oh, the cauſes, the cauſes ! 
Pilgrim. What mean you? 

Cleophas, J mean the moſt juſt cauſes of its over- 
throw. Oh, the innocent blood ſhed within that proud 
city! and eſpecially the holy, righteous— 

Pilgrim. Father, grief quite overcomes you 

Cleophas. The holy, righteous, and merciful Jeſus— 

Pilgrim. Jeſus ? Who was he ? 


. I find you are very ignorant, indeed, of 
what has paſſed, and have converſed only with Adam | 


and Noah: Though, had you rightly underſtood the 
myſtery of their narratives, you would not have been 
ſo much wanting in true wiſdom as you at firſt appear; 
for I make no queſtion but they gave you ſome —__ 
into the way of ſalvation. Did they not? 

Pilgrim. Adam mentioned ſome promiſes made to 
him from God, and, by what he ſaid, God ſeemed to 
have ſome particular view in the race of Seth. But, 
according to Noah, that race, no leis than the offspring 
of Cain, were become ſo depraved, ſo profligate, and 


impious, that God cauſed the whole world to be over- 


flowed ; and, after the reſtoration of it, the progeny of 


Noah, whoſe family had been preſerved, gradually 


ſunk into all the antediluvian impieties, that a 


truly good, pious man was ſcarce to be met with: 
Though there was one Abraham, and he far from 


old, for whom Noah had a particular eſteem, as 
diſcerning i in him, above any _— ſomething devour 
and noble. 

Cleophas. How myſterious are the divine workings ! 
Pilgrim. But this is nothing to the point in hand. 
Cleophas, It is very much lo x 3 but you yet ſee but 
—_ | 
4. Pilgrim. 
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Pilgrim. Pray, may I aſk why you was in ſuch an 


agony of grief, that the tears ſo ſuddenly guſhed from 
your eyes? 
Cleopbas. Beſides the remembrance of the terrible ex- 
ciſion of the city, it was the inhuman martyrdoms of 
ſo many juſt men; but chiefly the ignominy and tor- 


ture inflicted on that dear, guiltleſs lamb, To crucify 


him who never injured any one ! That adorable perſon! 
This was ſuch a nefarious procedure, as might link a 


whole country. 
Pilgrim. But this is all dark to me. I wiſh, Father, 


you would be ſo good as to relate every ching! in order 


of time; as thus the connection of the ſucceflive tranſ- 


actions would convey more pleaſure and inſtruction, 
Cleophas. That will, indeed, be better; but grief, 

and a very juſt grief, bewilders my reaſon. I will 

keep to order as much as I can; and, as for any digreſ- 


fions, you muſt impute them to my ſenility, and the 


affecting nature of the ſubject. I wiſh my tongue 
were as the pen of a good writer, that I might clearly 
exhibit to you all the intereſting occurrences, which I 
have ſeen and heard of, excluſive of thoſe tranſmitted 
down to us in the Holy Scriptures, and the tradition 
of our careful forefathers. 


Pilgrim. Now I ſhall be obliged to youy no docile 


child liſtens with more pleaſure and attention, 


| Cleophas. I ſhall begin from the moſt antient times; 


and, to what is contained in the Scriptures and tradi- 
tions, add the events of my own times; and thus you 
will have a complete, and, I hope, inſtructive hiſtory. 
That Abraham, whom you ſaw walking with Sem, 
about twenty years after the death of Noah, 
received an order from God, to remove 
out of the land of the Aſſyrians, into. this where you 
now are, and he ſettled amidſt thoſe hills to the ſouth- 
welt, where, at that time, was a town called Hebron, 


Gen. X11. 1, &c. 


the ruins of which are till to be ſeen; and near it a- 


very e Pers called Mamre plain: And here 
F ͤö;ö ͤ⅛ 


* 4K — — — P — —— 4 


| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
ö 
g 
| 


_—_ 52 


» 2 


72 DAL OGU E between A. M. 2024. 


Abraham fixed his dwelling. God, finding him faithful 


in all things, promiſed that he would give to him, and his 
deſcendants, all the ſeveral countries, on all ſides, which 
you ſee from this place, though at that time only a ſtran- 
ger, and without a ſingle foot of land of his own; for theſe 
countries were poſſeſſed by different nations. This city, 
now Jeruſalem, was called Salem, and here reſided 


King Melchiſedeck, a Prince of eminent piety, and 
likewiſe a Prieſt of the true God. 


Pilgrim. Oh! is this Salem, which I remember Noah 
ſpoke of, as a city of which wonderful things were 
Fd ? Andi is 1t at Jaſt come to ſuch an end ? 

Cleophas. Yes, my Son, this is the Salem, which 

od Melchizedeck built, but its name was afterwards 
changed to Jebus, and, in proceſs of time, partly revived 


in Jeruſalem; for it is now above two thouſand years 


ſince its firſt foundation. But to return 
to Abraham: God farther promiſed, 


Gen. xii. 3. 


that in him and his ſeed all generations of the earth 


ſhould be bleſſed. Now, Son, think what ſeed Adam 


| Gen. Xii. 1, 


+ Gen. xxii. 1. 


ſpoke to you of, and wherefore God, amidft all viciſſi- 
tudes and calamities, preſerved the race of Seth, 7 


Abraham; z namely, that, from the beginning of 

world down to the preſent time, a lineage might 
follow in regular deſcent, as from it was to be born 
he, in whom all bleſſings conſiſt, and through whom 
the mercy of God has poured forth its ſuper- abundant 


riches among all nations of the earth. 
Pilgrim. Oh the goodneſs or God! And has this 


been fulfilled ? 


Cleophas. That I ſhall tell you; but you muſt pre- 
viouſly be informed of the order in which this has 
been carried on, that you may, at once, have a know- 
ledge of the revolutions of this city, of 
the cauſes of its deſtruction, and of the 
accompliſhment of God's promiſes. Twenty years 
after thoſe promiſes, God, contrary. to all hope and ex- 


a ſon called Iſaac, and to diveſt him itil 


pectation, 9 ve Abraham, in his old age, 
e 


more 
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more of all human hope, he ordered him to ſacrifice 
that ſon, on the hill there, ſtreight before us, within 
the old walls of the city, where you ſee the remains of 
a very grand edifice. At that time it was only a green 
hill, called Moriah, without any buildings on it; but 
God, ſeeing that Abraham madeno difficulty of comply- 
ing with the order, however his nature might relent, and 
was preparing to ſacrifice his ſon, called to him from 
Heaven to forbear, and thus reſtored Iſaac to him as 
from the dead, at the ſame time confirming the cove- 
nant of all generations being bleſſed in his ſeed. | 

Pilgrim. Had Abraham no other ſons ? 
| Cleophas. He had an elder ſon by his maid Hagar, 
but, by divine direction, both ſon and mother were 
turned out of the houſe ; in which un- 
queſtionably lies much myſtery, and 
ſtill more in the beforementioned ſacrifice of Iſaac : For 
when I conſider the ſevere trial of Abraham's faith, 
Iſaac's extraordinary acquieſcence, with the ſeveral cir- 
cumſtances, how he carried the wood for the ſacrifice, 
how innocently he went up the hill, and his confidence, 
when nothing but death was before him, that it would 
end well, that I am loſt in admiration, and the more, 
as I have ſeenthe accompliſhment of rhe whole myſtery. 
O, Son, indulge me in my emotions. | 

Pilgrim. Mott willingly; ; yet; J pray, ſome farther 
account of Iſaac. 

Cleophas. This Iſaac, as we may ſuppoſe, had the 
moſt virtuous education, and walked in his father's 
ſteps: When only a boy he ſhewed an uncommon gen- 


Gen. xxi. 10, &c. 


tlleneſs of nature, in bearing with the mockeries of his 


illegitimate brother, Iſhmael; in his youth, an heroic 
obedience, in ſubmitting to be ſlain as a ſacrifice ; in 
his riper years, great devotion and an active ſtrength 
of faith, often laying aſide all earthly ideas, and ex- 
erciſing himſelf in prayer and divine aſ- 

pirations. To marry ſuch a valuable 
| ſon t to a heatheniſh or alien woman would not have been 
agreeable 


Gen, xx1v. 2, &c. 
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agreeable to Abraham's character: Accordingly, he ſent 
one of his upper ſervants to ſeek a wife, worthy of 
him, among his own kindred. 

Pilgrim. 'Did not Iſaac, then, keep company with 
the young perſons of the country, and look out for an 
advantageous match? 

Cleophas. Ill would ſuch views have ſuited thoſe who 
profeſſed themſelves ſtrangers and only ſojourners on 
earth, and whoſe lively faith kept their eyes ſteadily 
5 looking forward to another country, of which they 
were citizens. Beſides, ſuch was his filial duty, that 
he would not have taken any ſtep without his father's 

rmiſſion. 

Pilgrim. A good ſon, indeed! _ 

Cleophas. In the Eaſt, at that time, ſtood the town 
| of Nahor, where, with her brother Laban, 
Ver. 10 fl. who was of Abraham's family, lived a 
moſt virtuous damſel called Rebecca; and thither was 
the above ſervant ſent, together with ten camels, laden 
with proviſions and other things. This honeſt man, 
amidſt all the varieties of his long journey, was ſtill 
deliberating on the due diſcharge of his commiſſion; 
and ſenſible that without the divine aſſiſtance all his 
circumſpection and diligence would produce no good 
ver. 12.13.14. effect, he proſtrated himſelf in prayer to 

374. God, to proſper his journey by ſome to- 
ken. As he was reſting at a well near the town, up 
comes Rebecca, who readily, as if ſhe had known his: 
ge. meſſage, let him drink out of her pitcher, 
Yer. 15, lr. and gave his camels water. This courteſy 
was returned with preſents of bracelets, rings, and 

other ornaments ; which her brother La- 
] WE ſeeing, invited the ſtranger to his 
houſe ; and there the purport of his coming being 
made known, together with his prayer and the token 
he had deſired of God, the whole family immediately 
_ Cloſed with the propolal, as manifeſtly of divine ap- 


pointment, 
Pilgrim. | 
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Pilgrim. How different from the generality of match- 
es, which are carried on with flattery and deceit, and the 
only aim ſenſual delight or intereſt. 

Cleopbhas. True, and the conſequences are accord- 
ingly; diſguſt, quarrels, hatred, and divorces. It is 
divine love, or godlineſs, which is the ſureſt tye of 
hearts ! 

Pilgrim. How was it, in the mean time, with good 

Iſaac? 
Cleophas. He committed all his concerns, © God, 
and prayed that his heart might be kept in a conſtant 
deference to the divine will, whatever was 
the iſſue; till, one evening, being in the 
field, he ſaw the camels returning, and being by the 
ſervant informed of the ſucceſs of his journey, he went 
to meet his bride, and led her to his father's houſe, 
where ſhe was joyfully received. Such was Iſaac's 
fondneſs for his dear Rebecca, that his grief for the 
death of his mother gradually wore off. The family 
were all alert in their ſeveral employments, and took 
a pleaſure in diſpatching whatever their young miſtreſs 
directed. The aged Abraham was fo rejoiced, ſeeing 
his ſon bleſt with ſo excellent a ſpouſe, that he ſeemed 
to bloom with freſh youth. To be ſure, an union of 
hearts is life's ſweeteſt cordial. 
Pilgrim. Had Abraham any other children? 
. Cleophas. He had even ſome children 5 
afterwards, but Iſaac was the ſole heir, both & 2s 
of the ſubſtance and the divine promile, : 
which was the greateſt wealth : For otherwiſe, as to 
temporal grandeur, there was Armatrides the King of 
Aſſy ria, Oſiris of Egypt, and Atlas the famous aſtro- 
nomer, his cotemporaries, who infinitely ſurpaſſed him, 
being poſſeſſed of large dominions; and as for length 
of life, none came near Sem, the ſon of Noah, — 
could tell a thouſand things both of the firſt and ſecond 
world, being in his fix hundredth year when he re- 
ſigned his ſoul to the God of his life. 


Gen. xxiv. 63. 


Pilgrims 


per. 30, &c. 


Pilgrim. I perceive that the paternal benediction 


reaches farther than this tranſitory world: And co 
whom did it deſcend after Iſaac? 

Cleophas. Oh, Son, much is to be ſaid on that head. 
18 had two ſons; of whom Eſau, as the eldeſt, was 
intitled to the privileges of primogeniture, but not 
knowing its value, and returning one day from hunt- 
ing, exceeding hungry, ſold it to his bro- 
ther Jacob, at ſo low a rate as a meſs of 
pottage. 

Pilgrim. A ſtrange folly, indeed ! Could he be in 
his right lenſes ? 

Cleaphas. As much as they who renounce heavenly 
things for thoſe of earth. . How many do we ſee pre- 
ferring flecting, pernicious pleaſures, to the everlaſting 
felicity ! Futurity, fay they, is a great way off; Tll 
make the moſt of the preſent. 

Pilgrim. But, I ſuppoſe, Eſau repented his folly. 

 Cleophas. Yes, he grew extremely concerned; but 
it was too late. I will give you the whole hiſtory. He 
thought the emen was ſtill to be fruſtrated, and 
was for defrauding Jacob of the bleſſing, and, had it 
not been for Rebecca's prudence, would have gained 
his ends. For Haac, now blind with age, and knowing 
nothing of the tranſaction between his 


Gen. xxv. 20. 


Gen. xxvi. ſons, ſent Eſau a hunting to get ſome ve- 


3, 2 . 
1324 niſon, that, having eat it, he might lay his 


hands on his head, and thus i impart the bleſſing to him; 
but Rebecca, who had overheard the affair, dreſſed 
| ſome ſavoury meat, and ſent Jacob with it 
to his father, who, pleaſed with his ſup- 
poſed diligence, immediately laid his hands on Jacob's 
head, thus transferring the bleſſing to his younger ſon; 
and the juſt God, to whom all hearts are open, con- 
firmed it to his progeny. But now Eſau returns, ea- 
gerly dreſſes his veniſon, and carries it in 
to his father, from whom he ſoon heard 


ver. 25. 


that Jacob had been before-hand with him, At this 


his 
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his countenance was changed; he broke out into in- 
vectives and threatnings againſt his brother; then, fall- 


ing on his knees, with a flood of tears begged a bleſſing 
of his father; who, tenderly ſympathizing with his 
agonies, aſſured him that his deſcendents ſhould enjoy 
great worldly proſperity, and one day become inde- 


pendent ; bur as for the promiſe of the Meſſiah, that 


was irrevocable. 

Pilgrim. How did he behave teren * 

Cleophas. As one of a rugged and ferocious diſpoſi- 
tion, contracted, perhaps, by his extreme delight in field 
ſports. He harboured an implacable grudge againſt his 
brother, and was not wanting to give ſeveral plain in- 
dications that he meditated ſome miſchief. Then he 
had married two Canaanitiſh women, who were conti- 
nually carping at his father and mother, which grieved 
the old folks exceedingly. As this ſtorm daily increaſ- 
ed, they warned Jacob, who, indeed, was | 
their favourite, againſt marrying alien wo- 
men, and counſelled him alſo to beware of his bro- 
ther's - reſentment, and, to prevent both 8 
theſe evils, determined to ſend him to his Gen. xv Wl. 
uncle Laban, who lived far off in the Eaſt. 4 {7 


The young man implicitly ſubmitted to their- will; 


and having received from his father a fervent renewal 


of the benediction, he ſet out with only a ſtaff in Hjs 
hand. 


Pilgrim. This ſeemed little to agree with the bleſſ: 


ings promiſed him. 

Cleophas. Very little, indeed. He travelled through. 
that delicious country, which was every where inter- 
ſperſed with orchards of figs and pomgranates, with 
olive- yards, vineyards, corn-fields, and meadows. On 
the hills were feeding numerous herds and flocks of 


kine, ſheep, and goats. He ſaw the peaſants dancing 


and frolicking, whilſt he himſelf was but a vagrant 
pilgrim, without ** 2 


ver. 425 e. 
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Pilgrim. This muſt naturally have excited ſome de- 
jection in the young man. 


Cleophas. Great is the force of faith, yet was he not : 
totally without fluctuations, doubts, and uneaſy appre- 
henſions; but the Lord God encouraged. 


vere 105 11. him by a viſion in the night. Vonder, 
northward, is a town, now called Bethel: Jacob, being 
benighted there, laid himſelf down on the ground, with 
his head on a ſtone; yet, hard as his couch was, his 
Se. telt the fweeteſt refreſhments; he ſaw the 
with angels aſcending and deſcending on it, as if offer- 
all manner of kind officgs to him, and at the ſame 
time ſhewing, that tho' the divine purpoſes ſeem ſome- 
times to riſe and ſometimes to fall, yet is the end al- 
ways happy. This viſion was accom- 
panied with a voice, aſſuring him of the 
divine protection and good will, and all the. promiſed 
bleſſings. Jacob, awaking, praiſed God for 
ſuch an aſtoniſhing token of his preſence z 


Ver. 13,1451 5 


: rer. 6, &c. 


every thing, he thought, wore a ſacredneſs, and . 


the ſtone, on which he flept, he ſet up as a memorial 
of the viſion, pouring oil on it. Then he chearfully 
proſecuted his journey. 

Pilgrim. How was it, in the mean time, with Eſau? 
_ Cleophas, He enjoyed no ſuch tranquillity. Do you 
obſerve yonder, in the ſouth, ſome hills not unlike 


clouds? Thither Eſau withdrew, with ſome others 
like him, robuſt, ſavage men, living by hunting and 
rapine. Here he became very powerful, but ſtill rank- 


ling with envy and revenge, than which no body needs 
any greater tortures. Divine ſolacements he was an 


utter ſtranger to: Inſtead of the company of angels, 


he was ſurrounded by his abandoned royſters, who 
could talk of nothing but hunting, outrage, rapine, 
and debauchery; a converſation as different from the 
former, as the light of the ſun from dark midnight. 
P ilgrim. 


heavens open, and a ladder reaching up to it, 
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Pilgrim. True, Father; but now I would hear far- 

ther of Jacob ? : 

Cleopbas. That dutiful ſon, animated by faith, 

travelled on, till at length drawing near to 

the town of Haran, in Meſopotamia, he 3 XXIX. 

ſtopped at a well, where the ſhepherds wa- ene 

tered their flocks; ; and beginning to enquire of them 


about Laban; here comes his daughter Rachel, ſaid 
they, with her flock. Her modeſt deportment and 


beauty charmed Jacob, and his heart intimated to kim. 
that this lovely damſel, was the bride his 
parents had ſpoke to him of. Though much 
fatigued, he exerted an uncommon ſtrength in re- 
moving a huge ſtone from the well, that 
Rachel's ſheep might drink; and with 
all the marks of a reſpe&ful love he made himſelf 
known to her; an account of this was ſoon car 

Tied to Laban, who, moved by a divine im- as. 


ver. 11. 


pulſe, haſtened to meet him, embraced and kiſſed him. 


and invited him into his houſe. It was ſoon 
agreed that Jacob ſhould ſerve Laban ſeven 


ver. 18. 


years, and at the expiration of them, Rachel to be given 


him in marriage: The long term of ſeven years ſeemed 
to him but a day, for the love he had to her. 


Regardleſs of the froſty nights and ſultry wan 


days, he aſſiduouſly tended Laban's flocks, often 


ſweete ning his trouble with Rachel's converſation, 


relating to her the hiſtory of the Patriarchs and his 
family, and the bleſſings hereditarily annexed to it; 


vphat raviſhing intercourſes he had with God during his 
Journey, and talked fervently on the unperiſhable re- 
ward, which the virtue of faith brings with it. What 
pleaſure muſt two ſouls of ſuch a caſt, united together 
in pureſt love, have had together, while tending their 
fleecy charge, ſinging paſtoral hymns, talking. of the 
happineſs of being in the love of God, and other ſub- 
Jets, which check all indecent thoughts, and wonder- 
tully gladden the minds, and ſtrengthen the heart in 


piety. 
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piety. When the ſun had paſſed ſeven times through 
the Zodiac, and was drawing near to the eighth ſign, 
Jacob thought he might, without offence, 
move for the recompence of his ſervice; 
but Laban ſaid, © In our country the younger muſt 
not be married before the elder,” and gave him firſt 
Leah, and ſoon after Rachel, but for whom he was to 
ſerve another ſeven years; Jacob continued with La- 
ban fourteen years longer, in which time he had twelve 
ſons, afterwards called the twelve Patriarchs of Iſrael. 

Pilgrim. In ſuch a large family, I think many things 
muſt have happened. 

Cleophas. Aye, Jacob had vexation enough with his 
ſons. Then Laban, his father-in-law, dealt very un- 
Kindly by him. But the worſt was, his conſternation at 
meeting his brother unexpectedly on his return home. 

Pilgrim. That I ſhould be glad to hear. 

Cleophas. As the good man was, quietly paſſing 
through the country, with his wives, children, a train 


ver. 21. 


of ſervants, and cattle of all kinds, ſo richly had God 


bleſſed him, and was pleaſing himſelf with the thoughts 
of ſeeing his parents again, after an abſence of above 
Gen. wants 6, twenty years, advice is brought him, See, 
no. thy brother Eſau cometh to meet thee, and 
four hundred men with him.” This threw him into 
a violent panic, and from his brother's fierceneſs he 


thought all was loſt, and that he ſhould certainly fall 


a victim to his rage. The women ſcream- 


ver:3»10-11> ed, the children trembled and cried. At 


length Jacob, being a little compoſed, im- 


plored the divine ſuccour. Then dividing all that was 


yen: xxl. 3* ward; and when he came in ſight of his 


brother, whoſe attendants made a frightful appearance, 


he, his wives and children, and ſervants, all with 
great reſpect bowed ſeven times to the ground, This 

+ fo affected Eſau, that he ran to Jacob, em- 
ver. +  - braced him, and fell on his neck and kiſſed 


him, 


with him into three bands, he moved for- 


| 
] 
| 
| 


- 
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him, as if there never had been any variance between 
them, whillt his attendants leaned on their ſpears, won- 
dering at ſuch a change: And Jacob 'praiſed God, 


5 


who hath the hearts of the mighty in his hands, and 
türen men a3 he pres, / 0 On 
Pilgrim. How chearfully muſt they have travelled | 

on? Jacob, from being a lonely, wayfaring man, fee- © Mi 

ing himſelf ſurrounded with children, ſervants, and 

-cattle ; how muſt their faith have been ſtrengthened by 

the conſideration of the Lord's wonderful dealings to- 

wards them! OS 0 On 
Cleophas. A good obſervation! In the 
proſecution of his journey he came into Tp. OH 
che land of Canaan, and pitched his tents at the city of 3 
Shechem. The defilement of his daughter i 
Dinah by the Prince of the country, and . 5. mi 


. [ N 
— 1 1 hk 


xxxili. 18. 


the ſevere revenge which two of his ſons took for the 
injury done their ſiſter, killing the Prince and his fa- 

ther, with many more, and ſpoiling the city, to the 
great diſpleafiire of all the neighbouring nations, I only 
mention. There is alſo another very ſingular and re- 
markable kiſtory ; but it will be beſt to defer it til! 
another time. The recollection of ſo many particulars _ + 
is too much for my age ; and, after all, to you it may 


ſeem tedious. , _ oe ok ed or CO 
Pilgrim. No, Father: By all means ſuppreſs not 
this hiſtory. You would relate every thing, did you 


know the pleaſure your converſation gives pe. 
Cleopbas. ſhall ſcarce be able to go fluently through 
it, for it contains much and important my 
ſtery. One of theſe twelve ſons; Joſeph, 
being remarkably beautiful in his perſon 
and of a moſt endearing behaviour, was ſo envied by 
his brethfen, that all his meek carriage, his readineſs to 
ſerve them, his ſubmiſſive manner of ſpeaking, -could 
not procure him ſo much as a kind look from them, 
much leſs the familiar cordiality of brethren, —& 
. "2 | Pilgrim.” 
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Pilgrim. That was ſtrange malignity. One would 
think, there muſt have been ſome grounds for it. 

Cleophas. What grounds could there be from a youth 

of ſuch gentle diſpoſitions ?. But jealouſy is a wretched 


paſſion. They made a clamour, that their father loved 
him better than them all together, as the 


ver. 3 


very image of his mother Rachel. What 
they particularly ſtomached was, Jacob's giving him a 
very ſhewy gown, which reached down to his heels, 
He could not forbear acquainting his father of his un- 
happy ſituation; and this embittered them, ſo that 
they could not bear the fight of him, but took all oc- 
caſions of browbeating and inſulting him. Now the 
more the father obſerved this treatment, the more he 


loved Joſeph for his virtue and gentleneſs. All this, 


however, might have blown over, without one very re- 
markable circumſtance, which galled them more than 
. | 

Pilgrim. And, pray, what was that ? 

Cleophas. You muſt know, God had ſome particular 


views, of which this youth was to be the inſtrument, 


as he generally exalts the meek above the high- minded; 
„and of this he gave intimations in two 
dreams, which Joſeph, in the fimplicity 
of his heart, told to his brethren. The firſt was, that 


ver. 5, 6, &c. 


they were all binding ſheaves in the field, and his ſheaf, 
rearing itſelf upright, all the others ſtood round and 


made obeiſance to it. The ſecond was, that the, ſun, 
and moon, and eleven ſtars, paid him the like homage. 
This imprinted in their hearts an indelible rancour, 


What, ſaid they, do you ſet up to be King over us? 


It appears, however, that they, in their own thoughts, 


did not look on theſe dreams as mere idle fancies ; yet 


they determined to traverſe and effectually defeat the 
conſequences : But the Almighty difappointed them. 
As for Jacob, though theſe dreams ſeemed ſomewhat 


ſtrange to him, yet he laid them to heart, as of pro- 


phetic import. 


Pilgrim. 
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Pilgrim. Well, and did any thing follow hereupon ? 


Cleophas. Yes, indeed, and things well worth record- 


ing. Not long after; theſe brothers, for 
the ſake of better paſture for their herss 
and flocks, went to a part of the country at ſome dis 
ſtance from their home; and their father, 
longing to hear ſome news of them, ſent 
his dear Joſeph to find them out. After 


wandering about the country, he was informed of the 


poo where their flocks were at paſture, This gave 
im great joy; for all their ill uſage had not extin- 


ver: 13, 14; 
155 16. 


guiſhed his brotherly affection. Far otherwiſe. was it 


with them; for no ſooher had they ſight 
of him, than one was for throwing him 20. 
into a pit; another was for killing him | 
outright. Reuben; the eldeſt of all, ſenſible what a 
horrid ſin it would be to murder their brother, and 
bring ſuch ſorrow on their father's grey hairs, did all 


” 


he could to appeaſe them; and ſave the youth. Now he 


comes up and mildly ſalutes them; but, before he 
could ſpeak, was received with the moſt abuſive lan- 


guage and threatnings. You are the dreamer, are you? 


This ſpark. is to be our King! We will ſoon find means 


to diſappoint you.“ Well might the poor youth then 


ſay, 1 am become a ſtranger among my own bre- 


thren, and my mother's children know me not.” He 
threw himſelf on his knees, begging they would ſpare 
his lifez but their rage was not to be ſoftened by a 
| brother's agonies. They tore off the ſhewy | 
coat, which at firſt had been ſuch an eye- 


ver. 23. 


ſore to them, as a token of his father's ſingular love. 
Sometimes he looked about mournfully, to ſee if none 
pitied him. He ſought comfort, but found none; forthey 
who hid pity on him durſt not ſpeak in his behalf: Till at, 
laſt Reuben found out an expedient for ſaving him, at the 
ſame time ſeeming to cloſe with the cruelty „ 
of the others, and moved for throwing ** 


him into a pit, in which there happened to be no water, 


G 2 f with 


ver. 18, 19, 
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with an intent privately to get him out again, and carry 
him to his father. This ſomewhat quieted the uproar, 
and they far down to eat and drink, leaving Joſeph in 
the pit, forſaken, and, in all appearance, there to periſh! 
How often did the afficted youth call to mind the em- 
braces, and fond expreſſions of his parents, of which 


and all human comfort he now ſaw himſelf deprived ? 
And what raiſed no ſmall conflict in him was, that 


God's promiſes, intimated to him in his dreams, ſeem- 
ed now utterly quaſhed. You may imagine how his 


troubled ſoul cried from the deep, O God, be not 


far from me; for here is no helper. Fierce bulls have 


encompaſſed me, fat oxen have ſurrounded me; they 


open their mouths wide againſt me, like favenbus lions. 
They have parted my garments among them. Lord, 
be not far from me; make haſte to help me!” T hus 


continued he praying and wailing, His diſconſolate 


mind toſſed to and fro like a ſhip without a rudder, 
Pilgrim. O diftreſs | how thou leadeſt the ſbul to 
God, its creator and helper ! But were not the bro- 


thers, when they came to bethink cthemſelves, ſorry for 


whar they had done? 
Cleopbas. Some, particularly Reuben, pleaded Jo- 


ſeph's boyiſh ſimplicity, and the ſorrow his death would 


bring on their father; and went ſo far as to ſay, that 
after ſuch a deed they muſt expect curſes inſfead of 
a bleſſing: For, if his father had been ſo offended at 
the ſlaying of the Sichemites, how would he bear this 
injury hu. to his favourite ſon? Another, hotly ſtart- 
ing up, anſwered : He deſerves to die, if ever man did, 

for pretending to be our King; and, ſkould' he once 
get the power into his hands, ſoon ſhall we feel the 
weight of them: So I am ſure it is better he die, than 
every one of us.” Another, moved with the like envy, 


cried out, . All the diſturbances inthe family are his do- 


ings: If he knew the leaſt ill of us, immediately it was 
carried to the old folks, and hence the many four 
looks we had from them. The beſt way is at once to 


make 


6 


A. M. 2218. a PILGRIM and CLNO HAS. 8g 


make away with him, and thus convince him of the 


vanity of his dreams, which puffed the young gentle- 


man up ſo; eſpecially as our father himſelf was brought | 


to believe there might be ſomething in them.“ 
Pilgrim. What courſe did Reuben take, ſeeing the 
current ſo ſtrong againſt him ? 
Cleophas. He ſtole away, with a deſign privately to 
help Joſeph out of the pit, and ſend him home; but 
herein he was diſappointed. 


Pilgrim. That was a pity! I long to hear the 


upſhor. | 

Cleopbas. Oh, Son, the ways of God ſurpaſs our 
comprehenſion : Whilſt Gm were deliberating on 
their brother's. death, Judah, one of them, looking 
up, ſaw ſome merchants on their way to p 
Egypt: On which he ſtrongly repreſented Ye 931.290 
to them, how much better it would be to ; 
ſell their brother for a ſlave, to be carried into a diſtant 


5 country, than imbrue their hands in his blood, and that 


it would equally fruſtrate his dreams, as he would be 
heard of no more. The motion was approved of, and 
all went to get Joſeph out of the pit. At ſight of his 

brothers the poor youth trembled and cried, coneluding 
they came to make an end of him. He was now driven 
towards the merchants : But how different his appear- 
ance from what it uſed to be, when with his fond pa- 


rents! His eyes ſwollen with tears, his viſage aghaſt, 
his apparel all ſoiled and torn. In this condition, Ju- | 


dal fold him to the merchants for twenty— _ 
Pilgrim; Father, your tears return upon you. Com- 
ry yourſelf, 
| Cleophas. Oh! It brings to my mind another Judas, 
a vile wretch, who treacherouſly fold a perſon, ſuch a 
erſon But his hiſtory does not come in here. 
Pilgrim. Proceed then, J intreat you. i 
Cleophas, This tractable youth, I ſay, 


worth all the reſt put together, was fold e og 


for twenty pieces of ſilver, and carried away, nct with £ 
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out many a melancholy look towards his brethren, and 


the part of his country where his father lived. 
Pilgrim. But how fared it with Reuben, who had 


withdrawn! ? 
Cleopbas. This good brother, going to 


te pit, and not finding Joſeph, full = 
concern runs to his brothers : What is become of 


Joſeph ? He is not in the pit. Whither ſhall I betake 
myſelf? How can I look my father in the face ? 
What can I anſwer, when he ſhall call me to an account 


about the boy? I already ſee the tears ſtreaming down 


his furrowed cheeks. His face, his geſtures, ſpeak the 


deadly anguiſh of his heart. How chearfully ſhould I 
have returned home, with Joſeph ſafe? Now home is 
no place for me. The very trees, and herbs, and 
beafts, are all againſt me, and reproach my breach of 
truſt. I know not which way to turn myſelf. Oh 
day of woe!” His brothers now became affected, and 
+. conſciences ſmote them for their inhumanity. 
They ſtretched their necks, looking towards Egypt; 
but n was now irrecoverable. All that remained 
was ſome device for concealing this foul deed from 
their father, who now began to expect his dear Joſeph, 
with news of all being well with his brothers? 
Pilgrim. How the poor, aged parents muſt have 
looked, at miſſing their dear child! What did they 


contrive to appeaſe them ? | 
Cleophas. They killed a goat, and, tear- 


ver. 31, 32. 


ing Joſeph's coat, they dipped ſome parts 


of it in the Wa and not thinking it adviſeable to re- 


turn home ſo ſuddenly, they ſent the bloody coat to 


their father, with this meſſage, ** See whether this be thy 


ſon's coat: we found it in this condition.“ 


Pilgrim. Such fallacy, to impoſe on a father And 
how did it ſucceed? 

Cleopbhas. Oh! there i is no expreſſing the father” 8 

grief at the ſad tale. He rent his cloaths, 

r 33 # and put on ſackcloth. Ala! cried he, ir 
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is my ſon's coat. Some wild beaſt has torn my dear 


Joſeph to pieces, and devoured him. And when his 
children would ſuggeſt any thing to abate theſe violent 
emotions, inſtead of lending an ear to them, he would 
cry out with greater vehemence, Alas! the comfort of 
my age is no more. My grey hairs will go with ſorrow 
to the grave! T his f is a misfortune which I cannot 
ſurvive!” 


Pilgrim. How did Jacob's fons, the authors of the 


calamity, behave? 

Cleophas. They found that they had eri them- 
ſelves. Inſtead of the ( uiet they promiſed themſelves, 
their conſcience was an inceſſant torture to. them. They 
every day ſaw and heard their old father's lamentations 


for the untimely death of his favourite ſon. Then the 


dread that their crime would come to light. That evil 
beaſt Envy had devoured their entrails, and remorſe was 
preying on them without reſpite ; and more furiouſly 


than the beaſt, which, they pretended, had devoured 


Joſeph. Then ſome affictions which befell them bore 


the manifeſt marks of God's punitive vengeance, and 


that his ſcourge was over them, Judah, 3 
who ſold atk loſt his two ſons, E be- Gen. xxxviii. 
ſides were both very wicked; and Gd | 
gave him to fee his error, in condemning to death the 
widow of one af his ſons, for a deed of 
which he was himſelf guilty. Others ne- 
ver knew a moment's quiet, for fear their 

uilt, concealed by ſuch a train of lying and diſſimu- 
13 ſhould tranſpire. Oh ! how their conſciences 


wrung them, at ſeeing their aged father's diſtreſs ! 


They now would have given the. world that Joſeph had 


been brought ſafe home. But their repentance was too 


late. Sorrow and the pangs of guilt haunted them con- 
tinually. | 

Pilgrim. Such are the wages of fin, But was Joſeph 
heard of no more ? 


G : 45 Cleophas. | 
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Cleophas. The merchants expoſed him, . their 


Gen. XXXIX. 
1. 


tal of Egypt; and Potiphar, 2 great offi- 
cer at court, taken with the youth's ap- 


pearance and behaviour, bought him, and treated him 


with exceeding kindneſs. At length, more and more 
convinced of his fidelity, he committed every thing to 
his care, and made him his chief officer, ſo that now Jo- 
ſeph lived in a ſplendor unknown in his father's houſe. 
He had his own particular table and e <quiPage, he kept. 
the beſt of company, and was eſteemed and careſſed by 
every body ; circumſtances not a little plealing to na- 
ture, and of a tendency to make him forget his home. 


He was now in a ſtate beyond the reach of his mali - 
cious brethren. 


Pilgrim. This has much the appearance of a fulfil- 


| ment of his dreams. 


Cleophas. No, no; he had other trials to paſs 


through. God, indeed, deſigned to exalt him; but 


it was through many ſufferings. The particulars, i in- 

deed, are ſurprizing; but they may be thought tedious, 

as they do not concern you. 

Pilgrim. As for me, nothing would be more agree- 

able than to hear the iſſue of theſe adventures. 
 Cleophas. In the height of this ſunſhine a ſtorm aroſe, 


70 . which ſeemed to threaten Joſeph with ut- 


ter ruin. Potiphar's s ſpouſe unhappily be- . 


came inamoured with him; and ſuch was her impa- 
rience, as all earthly paſſions are productive of diſ- 


quierude, that ſhe could not forbear plainly, ſignifying 


it to him. But the young man, being of a very 95 
ſite diſpoſition, ſtood full of amazement and concern. 
The fear of God, and fidelity to his maſter, determined 
him againſt her deſire; ; yet to have treated her ab- 
ruptly, or expoſed her, was not altogether adviſable. 
He diſcreetly bore with her intimations for ſome time; 
till once, loſt to all ſenſe of modeſty, ſhe 
farly ſaid, © Lie with me.” He then took 


ver. 83 9. 


other goods, to ſale at Memphis, the capi- 


pon 


— 


- 
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upon him to adviſe her againſt. ſuch an ill- placed 
BY requital it 


jon, and remonſtrated . 7 a horri 
1 be for all hi lord's goodneſs to him, beſides 
Ee alſo againſt God 2 this was throwing oil 


into the fire; for Na and virtue joined are power- 
ful attractives, and her loye now became more and 


more violent. She was continually urging him, and 


ſtrove to work on him by promiſes of greater wealth 


and preferment. He was like one taken up to the top 
of: a mountain, with all the delights and glories of the 
world before his eyes, in order to ſeduce him from 


virtue, as I remember of one who lies very near my 


heart. 


Pilgrim. F ather, ſuch dee thoughts affect you too 
much. Forbear weeping, an pe in your aſtoniſh-. 


ing narrative. 


Cleopbas. I will. Joseph, perceiving matters to grow 
worſe, ſhunned her as much as he could; which both 
irritated her, and inflamed her paſſion. At laſt ſhe de- 


termined to riſk all ; and watching a time when no- 
body was near, and J oſeph buſy about his 
accounts, ſhe caught him by his cloaths, 
ſaying, © Thou ſhalt abſolutely lie with me: At thy 
peril deny me.“ But this was ſtorming a wall of braſs; 

and he was ſo ſhocked at her impudicity, that, diſen- 
gaging himſelf from her, he left his robe in her hands, 
and fled. Immediately her love turned to the hotteſt 
reſentment ;-rage flamed in her eyes; and, to begin her 
revenge, ſhe made the houſe ring with her ſhrieks and 
ſcreams. All the ſervants, men and maids, could not 
imagine what could be the matter, but came running 


to her; who affected an extreme diſorder, and, with 
Joſeph's coat in her hand, inveighed againſt him as 4 


vile Hebrew, a monſter of ingratitude and inſolence, 


- who had dared to make an attempt on her honour. 


They were all amazed, having never ſeen the leaſt in- 
d-cency in all Joſeph's deportment ; ; how- 
ever, he was s ſoon ſeized. On Potiphar's Ss - 


VET. 17 18. 
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return to his houſe, this fallen woman, all in tears, and 
ſobbing and ſighing, accuſed Joſeph as above, and, in 
confirmation of her tale, pointed to his 
coat. This nobleman was ſcarce himſelf 
for concern no leſs than anger. He reproached Joſeph 
in the moſt ſevere, yet the moſt affecting terms; and 
though the ſuppoſed affront prompted. him to be his 
own avenger, yet the conſideration how his affairs had 
proſpered 1 under Joſeph's management, together with 
his faithful, diſcreet, and courteous behaviour in every 
reſpect, made him content himſelf with 
confining him in the King's priſon, 
Pilgrim, It is ſtrange, how lying can put on ſuch 
' ſpecious airs ; what a change of fortune was here! I 
ſuppoſe it occaſioned a general aſtoniſhment. 

Cleophas. The news, you muſt think, ſoon ſpread, 
and nothing elſe was talked of; ſome ſhook their heads, 
crying, Now, thou hypocritical villain, thou art re- 
warded for thy inſolence ;** others, See how he looks; 
he has helped others out of difficulties, now let us ſee 
what he can do for himſelf; or let him call on that 
God he talked ſo much of, to open the priſon doors; 
ſome again, knowing how fantaſtical and ungoverna- 

ble women are in their paſſions, privately pitied the 
young man, but durſt not ſpeak their minds. | 
Pilgrim. But how did Joſeph behave ? 

 Cleophas. He ſought Sa from Heaven. © Lord, 
cried he, in thee is my truſt, deliver me from my 
perſecutors ; take my cauſe in hand; ſave my life from 
the devices of the wicked, and cauſe my innocence to 
yer. 21, 22, 2 appear. Accordingly God, in whom he 

2e 25 truſted, did not forſake him; he ſhewed 
him how he ruleth the hearts of men, giving him 
favour in the ſight of the keeper of the priſon, who 
cauſed his fetters to be taken off, and intruſted him 
with the care of all the priſoners. 

Pilgrim. Did he continue long under this unjuſt 
confinement. 


ver. 19. 


Ver. 20, 


Cleophas, 


A.M. 2226. a Pi1.GRIM and orzornAs. 91 


Cleopbas. Who knows whether he ever would have | 
recovered his liberty, had it not been for a ſingular. oc- 
currence, directed, certainly, by the fin- Gen. xl. 
ger of God: The King's chief butler r. a1 
and baker were, for ſome miſdemeanor, brought to the 
priſon, of which Joſeph now had the 
ſuperintendency. Each happened to , 
have a dream, which- much troubled them, and the 
more, as no interpreter was to be had. 
Joſeph's compaſſionate temper led him to 
aſk why they looked ſo ſorrowful. The butler related 
to him his dream ; that he thought he ſaw 
three vines with ripe grapes, and that he 
ſqueezed them into Pharaoh's cup. On which Joſeph, 
0 to the wiſdom given him by God, 2 
Within three days you will be reſtored to 
your office. Then, I pray, mention me to 
the King, that I may he releaſed.” This 
encouraged the baker alſo to relate his dream, which 
was ; that he had three white baſkets on his head with 
all manner of baked meats, and the birds TY 
flew to them and eat them. I am ſorry fer 172 86 
thy fate, ſaid Joſeph, but within three days 
thou wilt be hanged, and the birds will prey 
on thy fleſh ;** all which came to paſs. 
Pilgrim. To be known to the Great proves often 
very advantageous ; for I conclude that, by the but- 
. ler's. recommendation, Jaſeph ſoon came to breathe a 
free air, 
 Cleophas, Not at all. Do not you know that there i is 
no truſt in man, eſpecially thoſe in high life. That 
courtier was too much taken up with the enjoyments 
to which he had been reſtored, to beſtow a thought on 
wretches in priſon ; but God, who worketh all things 
according to his will and pleaſure, heard his ſupplica- 


ver. 6, 7. 


ver. , 10, 11. 


ver. 12, 13, 
14, I, 


—2 19, 20, 


tions, and brought about his deliverance. 


Pilgrim. That gives me pleaſure. 1 
De Rn” | Cueopbas. 


- þ 
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Cleophas. At a time when the court minded nothing 
but feaſts and ſports, when Joſeph had been two years 
in expectatiqn of hearing from the butler, to whom he 
had prophecied fo auſpicioufly, and thirteen years after 
the — ſale of him, and when he himſelf appre- 
G . 1 hended death, or perpetual impriſonment, 

2 Pharaoh became much troubled, by reaſon 
of two 3 dreams in one night; and among all 
the magicians and ſoothſayers of Egypt, 
not one could offer any interpretation. Now 
was the court full of melancholy; no feaſting nor mu- 
fic; and the public ſhared in the trouble of their Sove- 
reign. Now the butler, thinking it would 
be for his own intereſt, mentioned Joſeph 
to the King, informing him of the interpretation of his 
dream, when in priſon. Immediately Jo- 
* ſeph, being taken out of priſon and de- 
cently cloathed, was brought to the King, who, after a 
few queſtions, ſaid, I dreamed that there 
came up out of the river ſeven fat kine, 
and ſoon after ſeven lean kine, which ate up all the fat. 
The ſecond dream was of ſeven full and ſightly ears of 
corn, which, in like manner, were devoured by ſeven 
thin and withered.” Hereupon Joſeph, aſcribing the 
honour of his knowledge to God, ſaid, That 
the ſecond dream was only a confirmation 
of the firſt, which ſignified, That there ſhould be ſeven 
years of an extraordinary abundance of all things, but 
ſucceeded by ſeven barren years, when the famine 

ſhould be ſuch as to conſume all the plenty 
of the former; wherefore i it was adviſable 
ro appoint ſome prudent man to lay up corn during 
the ſeven plentiful years, that in the barren years the 
people might not periſh for want of ſuſtenance. 
Ĩ) be King and his council were greatly 
amazed at this knowledge and wifdom, in 


ver. 8. 


Ver. 9, &c. 


ver. 17, 


ver. 25- 


ver. 33, &C- 


ver. 37. 


one ſcarce arrived at manhood; and, on deliberation, it 
was unanimouſly agreed, that | no Es pots perſon for 
: the 


1 
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the above important charge could be found than Joſeph, - 
Then the King, taking off his ring, put it on pre 
hand, with a gold chain about his neck, and cauſed. 
kim to be richly attired and to ride in a chariot ; pro- 
clamation being made before him, Bow the knee,” | 
Pilgrim. The depths of God's ways! | 
Cleopbas. The people were now more a ö bühed than 
at his impriſonment. Every one ran to ſee him. His 
enemies gave themſelves over for loſt. The populace 
ſhouted. All the talk was about this exaltation of 
Zaphnath Paaneah, (the name given H by Pharaoh.) 
But greater ſtill was their wonder, at ſeꝭ che founda- 
tions laid for a vaſt number of very large grainaries for 
laying up the ſurplus of grain. The oldelt men could 
not conceive that the river Nile, tg Whick Egypt owes 
its fertility, would ſeven years ſucceſſiyely water the 
country in ſuch a proper degree; or that the heat of 
the ſun, when the waters were gone off, could produce 
ſuch an exuberant affluence., This produced an uni- 
verſal joy. The thoughtleſs commonalty indulg ed 
themſelves i in exceſſes; the farmers Made . 


„ 0 «- 


Na reſembled thoſe of ne, feeding i Aas; and the 
whole country made a moſt delightful appearance. 
Pilgrim. As the firſt part of Pharaoh's dream was 
thus fulfilled, I apprehend the woeful part followed. 
Cleopbas. In the firſt barren year the inundation 
of the Nile was inconſiderable, and followed by an 
exceſſive heat, which burned up every thing. The 
beaſts ſtood lowing i in the fields, wanting both herb e 
and water, the ground was every where cracked, the 
plough ſtood ſtill, the reapers and mowers wanted em 
ploy ment: But chere being yet plenty of corn in che 
grainaries, this reverſe made but little impreſſion. 
But the ſecond year was more ſenſibly felt. Every 


Py ſhewed dejected mothers, and children crying for 
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hunger. It was, indeed, lamentable to hear the ejulations 


and bewailings. Oh, how earneſtly they looked towards 
the South, for any little cloud . rain; or whether 


the Nile did not begin to ſwell a little; for now it was be- 
come ſo ſhallow, as ſcarce to cover the croco- 
diles, or larges fiſhes. Then, like a prudent 
ſteward, Joſeph opened his ſtores, and ſold the corn 
at an equitable rate, at the fame time acquiring im- 
menſe riches to his Prince. 

Pilgrim. Did other countries labour under the like 
ſcarcity ? 
| Cleophas. Yes, afid particularly the find of Canaan, 
lying nearly in the ſame climate. There alſo the Heaven 


ver. 56: 


Was braſs, and the earth iron; and, what made it worſe, 
no proviſion had been made againſt this dreadful time. 


Pilgrim. That was miſerable, indeed But was it not 
noiſed abroad, that there was corn in Egypt! 5 


Cleophas. Yes, yes: Befides, they every day ſaw 
mules and aſſes, laden with corn, in great numbers ſent 
for by Zaphnath Paaneah, (whoſe prudence was every 
where cried up,) to ſupply the empty grainaries ; that, 


as far as poſlible, the grievoũs diſtreſs might be alle- 
viated. But your queſtion reminds me of not the leaſt 


remarkable part of the ſtory, which, otherwiſe, my 
decayed memory might have omitted; and it relates to 


the accompliſhment of Joſeph's prophetic dreams. 
Pilgrim. Then I am very glad I interrupted you, 


Cleophas. Jacob's family being reduced to the laſt 


extremity, he ſent his ſons with. aſſes and 
Gen. xlii & 
| I, &. 


| Ruler of the land, that corn might be ſold to them, 
having brought money for that purpoſe. 

Pilgrim. The wonderful diſpoſition of God! And, 
. what followed? 


Cleopbas. Seeing him ſitting on a throne, amidſt 


grave Counſellors and military Officers, 
in * habiliments, they with the 


ver. 6 


* 


empty ſacks into Egypt; and on their ar- 
rival in the capital, they applied to the 
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greateſt reverence proſtrated themſelves before him, 
and this was the bowing down of the ſheaves in the 
firſt dream. 

Pilgrim. Thus they, n confirmed the 
dream, and did voluntarily, what they had ſtuck at 
nothing to prevent. Oh wiſdom divine! how unequal 
is man to thee! And how did Joſeph behave to them ? 

Cleopbas. He immediately knew them; Fe 
but, ſo far from making himſelf known "7! © 9 
to them, he charged them with being ſpies ; on width 
to clear themſelves, they entered into a particular ac- 
count of their family, their aged father, and the num- 
ber of their brethren, of whom they ſaid, one was 
no more, meaning the very perſon to whom they were 
ſpeaking, little thinking that their brother was, as it 
were, riſen from the dead. Beſides, the great difference 
of dreſs, and the pomp of his ſtation, threw no little diſ- 
guiſe on him, eſpecially making uſe of an interpreter, 
as if a ſtranger to their language. 

Pilgrim. A good artifice to carry on the deception: 
But I admire his generoſity, in not rewarding. them 
according to their works, as they had ſo well deſerved it. 

Cleophas. So far was he from any vindictive thoughts, 
that it was with much difficulty he refrained from 
tears, at their diſtreſs. He appeared ſatis- 
fied with their juſtification, treated them 
kindly, and, beſides filling their ſacks, ordered their 
money alſo to be put in. Though, as a trial of their | 
probity, and to bring them to reflect on | 
their crime, Simeon was bound before their 
eyes, and ſo to remain till they brought their youngeſt 
brother, Benjamin, before him. This touched them 
to the quick, and renewed all the pangs of their re- 
morſe; they accuſed each other; This we have de- 
ſerved for our treatment of our brother Joſeph, ns 
when we ſaw the anguiſh of his ſoul, we 
turned the deaf ear to his intreaties. Did Ip 
not I, ſaid Reuben, adviſe you «SORE doing any 


harm 


ver. 25. 


ver. 24. 


ver. 22. 
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Harm to the child; but no, nothing could diſſuade you 
from it, and now his blood is required of us.“ Now, 
how this muſt affect Joſeph, who underſtood REY 
word of their altercation, I: Jeavs you to judge. 


Pilgrim. Very true, Father; ant now Simeon,” 11 | 


his confinement, had time enough to repent of His in- 
ö humanity. But what paſſed in their return homewards ? 


Cleophas. They had a Gol cat deal of talk 
but there is no 
expreſſing their amazement, Shed, el the ſacks to 


ver: 27528: about what had Happe 


feed their aſſes, they found each man his money. They 
were totally at a loſs how to account for it. Their 


father alſo was not a little concerned at miſſing Simeon; 


and much more, at hearing that they muſt never ſee 
the Ruler's face without their youngeſt brother. This 
went near his heart; . Joſeph, he ſaid, is no möre, 
and Simeon you left in priſon, and now you are alſo 


for carrying away my youngeft child, the comfort of 


my age. 
Pilgrim. Poor man! But what was the iſſue? 
Cleophas. The corn, which they had 7 0 on 
drawing near to an end, yet Jacob could not be 
vailed on to part with Benjamin. One would be bohnd 
for his ſafety, another offered to give his ſons as 
bf s; but at length, yielding to t K joint requeſts 
| the family, and the ſevere exigency, he com- 
mitted Benjamin to the care of his brothers; who im- 
mediately ſet out, carrying with them ſome Preſents 
for the Ruler | 
Pilgrim. Thus the ſtrongeſt putpoſes of man gave 
way to neceſſity. 
Cleophas. They made their ſecond ap- 
Pearance before Joſeph, who received the 
very courteouſly, but he hadchiefly eyed Benjamin. They 
lay before him proſtrate again, confirming 
the truth of the dream. But what threw 
them into a maze, was their being invited to dine 
= Joſeph, and placed at table according to their age, 


and 


ver. 15. 


ver. 16. 
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and the diſtinction paid to Benjamin. However, the 
day following they found themſelves in 6 
greater perplexity than ever. Joſeph had 9 7 | 
ordered their ſacks to be filled ; and, be- 
ſides their money, his cup was put into Benjamin's ſack, 
as a pretence for detaining him. They went their way 
very chearfully, concluding that they ſhould carry 
Benjamin home ſafe and ſound, and all would be well; 
but whilit they were talking of the Ruler's great affa- | 
bility, and how well they feemed to ſtand 
with him, a party of horſemen came up, r 
their leader calling out, Stop; one of you has played 
the thief, and carried away my maſter's _ 
cup. Is this your requital of his kindneſs?” 
All peremptorily denied it, ſaying. We ſcorn any ſuch 
thing; and if the cup be found on any of us, be death 
his portion, and we will be your lord's | 
ſlaves.” On this the ſacks were ſearched, 
and the cup found in Benjamin's. Now they wept and 
rent their cloaths, crying out, What will become of 
us ?” When brought before Joſeph, he 5 
upbraided them with ingratitude and diſ- 
honeſty, and inſiſted on keeping Benjamin as his ſlave. 
They ſtood pale and motionleſs with conſternation, till 
Judah related their father's affliction, and 3, &c. 
that, if they returned without Benjamin, 
it would certainly bring down his grey hairs with ſor⸗ 
row to the grave; at the ſame time offering to be. a 
ſlave in Benjamin's ſtead. This was ſeconded by tears 
and cries from all the others. - 
Pilgrim. But how could Joſeph's tender heart bear 
fo affecting a ſpectacle ? 
Cleophas. Hitherto he had kept them on ia 
the rack, but could now no ſonger with- ,,; 15 RN 
hold, and with a flood of joyous tears cried 
out, I am Joſeph, your brother: Is my dear father 
ſtill living?” Terror now ſucceeded confuſion and 


amazement; and with the moſt benign air he ſaid, 
1 Come, 


ver. 7, 8, 9. 


ver. 12. 


ver. 13. 


- 
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Sb Come, draw near; I am your brother 
# x Joſeph, who was ſold to merchants com- 


ing into this country.” Then rejoiced they as if he 
had ariſen from the dead: And Joſeph, to | 

bowed vp remove any remains of fear, embraced and x 
| kiſſed them, telling them to be of good cheer, that he ab- 
ſolutely forgot all that had paſſed, and that he would ſend 
them to their father with all kinds of neceſſaries for bring- 
ing the whole family into Egypt; adding, that God had 
ſent him into Egypt for this very purpoſe, that he 
might be the happy iuſtrument of preſerving them in 

this time of diſtreſs. Accordingly he ſent them away 
with waggons, ſervants, and proviſions. 

Pilgrim. This is, truly, a moſt affecting and edifying 
hiſtory. How was it, in the mean time, with the father, 
who had been left alone in ſuch anxiety ? 

Sg IN Cleophas. On hearing the ſurprizing 
a thn news he would not believe it; for his 
ſon” s death was ſo rooted in his mind, that to talk of 

f his being alive ſeemed to him phrenzy, or 
yer. 27, 28. 

| a contrivance to cover ſome fraudulent 

_ deſign : But when he ſaw the waggons and attendants, 
he cried out in an ecſtaſy, * If Joſeph my 
ſon be yet alive, that is enough for me : 

I will haſten and ſee him before I die.” Immediately 

the whole family, his fons, their wives and children, 

with ſervants, to the number of ſeventy ſouls, bEfides. 
- __ their cattle and goods, ſet out for Egypt; and Joſeph, 
not leſs deſirous of ſeeing his father, went 
in his chariot, attended by a great number 
of courtiers and pages, to meet him. There is no need 
of particulariſing the reciprocal demonſtrations of joy 
at their meeting; and the land of Goſhen, one of the 
beſt parts of Egypt, was affigned to Jacob and his 
1 ſons. The good patriarch was introduced 
89, 4 w, to Pharaoh, who kindly aſked him about 
his age, manner of life, and other par- 
. riculars. Alen this audience he with great ſatisfaction 
- F ek retired 
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retired to his ſettlement, where he lived ſeventeen years 
longer, often ruminating on the paſt occurrences, and 
praiſing God, who is rich in mercy and wonderful in 
his ways; and, as the laſt token of his paternal affec- 
tion, he on his death-bed bleſſed them all, beginning 
from Ephraim and Manaſſeh to the laſt of his ſons, 
particularly Judah, with this glorious prophecy, ©* That 
he ſhould ſway the ſceptre over his brethren, till the 
romiſed ſeed, or the Meſſiah, came.“ Thus it was that 
the children of Iſrael came into Egypr, as had been 


. 


_ Pilgrim. This is a delightful ſtory, indeed! But I 


cannot help being much affected with the thqughts of 


Egypt's diſtreſs during the five barren years, as cer- 
tainly it muſt have been extremely deplorable. _ 

 Cleophas. Oh! no tongue can expreſs it. Every part 
of that extenſive country rung with lamentations, and 
ſcarce any thing but diſmal objects were to be ſeen, The 
genial ſun, which gladdens all creatures, was to them 
a grievance. The glittering ſtars, which are ſuch an 
. ornament to the ſky, ſeemed, in their brightneſs, to 
fight againſt them. Dark clouds and ſhowers, even 
ſtorms and tempeſts, would have been more agreeable. 
Rain, at any rate, they wiſhed for; but year came af- 
ter year, without the leaſt token of change. All the 
private ſtores being conſumed, people- firſt brought 
money to, Joſeph's grainaries for corn, then ſold their 
herds and lands, and all trades were at a ſtand; and 
thus, the diſtreſs increaſing, great numbers ſold their 
children one after another : And what heart-rending, 
what crying, what agonies this muſt have occaſioned, 
may well be imagined. The- prieſts of Iſis, and of all 
the other imaginary deities of Egypt, offered ſolemn 
ſacrifices, and left none of their innumerable ſuper- 
| ſtitions. untried, for a favourable change of weather 
but I leave you to judge of the effects of ſupplications 


„ Pilgrim. 
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Pilgrim. But, after ſelling every thing, even to their 

children, which, to be ſure, was a heart-rending di- 

ſtreſs, what farther reſource had they to live? 

Cleophas. Joſeph, in his goodneſs, received them as 
the King's ſlaves, and maintained them during the 
dearth. 

Pilgrim. The rich, then, were not reduced to ſuch 
extremities as the poor. 

Cleophas. At firſt they me to fare better, but 
gradually both came to be on a level; for, their mo- 
ney being gone, they ſold their family eſtates, which no- 
thing bur famine could have prevailed on them to 
have done. They crawled about the ſtreets pale and 
emaciated, with hollow eyes and ſunk cheeks. Some, 
in a morning, were found dead in their beds ; others, 
in bye places and corners. There is no expreſſing the 
diſmal lamentations all over the whole country. At 
length, no means of ſupport being left, and the grain- 
aries too well guarded to be attempted by open force, 
they flocked to the Ruler, begging on their knees, and 
with folded hands, Ohl fave us. Give us bread, and 
we will be Pharaoh's ſlaves, and ſerve him; only pre- 
ſerve our lives.“ Thus Joſeph purchaſed all Egypt and 
the inhabitants, as the property of his Sovereign, who 
had raiſed him to that high ſtation. 

Pilgrim. Theſe are wonderful things, indeed! 

Cleophas. And no leſs wonderful would you hear, 
were I to relate all the circumſtances, and other events 
which came to paſs about that time, and to give you 
an account of that holy man Job in Idumæa, King 
Altades in Aſſyria, the giant Leſtrigo in Italy, Hif⸗ © 
palys the King of the Celtiberians, Apollo the 1 inventor 5 
of phyſic; alſo of the building of ſeveral famous cities, 
as Memphis, Meſſana, Sparta, Rhodes, and others: But 


1 muſt keep to my ſubject, leſt, ſpending myſelf too 


much, I ſhould not be able to go through with it. 
Pilgrim. True; neither will J trouble you ſo 5 
Only, as you have been ſo kind as to relate the going 
down 
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down of the children of Iſrael into Egypt, I would fain 
know the occaſion and manner of their leaving it. 


Cleopbas. Why, this was not till two hundred and 
fifty years after, in which time they ſuffered a great 


deal from the injuſtice and oppreſſions of the ESYP- 


tians; for Joſeph dying wichin fifty ſix 
years, in the hundred and tenth year of his 
age, ſoon after a King aſcended the throne 


22 — 26. 


of Egypt, who, ſeeing the vaſt increaſe of the Iſraclites, 


and that they manifeſtly ſurpaſſed the Egyptians in 
economy and induſtry of all kinds, appre- adi 
hended that in caſe of a war they would ſide se. 
with the enemy, andgake that opportunity of quitting 
the land. His counſellors applauding their monarch's 
forecaſt, he made ſlaves of the Iſraelites, and, forget- 
ting the vaſt benefits which had accrued to the king- 
dom under Joſeph's adminiſtration, put them to the 
molt toilſome and ſordid labours, particularly making 
of bricks for building. ſtrong, fenced cities for the 
King, and this under raſk-matters, who had orders to 
treat them with the utmoſt rigour ; the ſweat running 
down from every part of their bodies, the ſun darting 
its beams on their heads, the parched earth burning 
their feet, and the overſeers often ſcourging them out 
of mere wantonneſs. I leave you to think what lob 
bing and groaning there muſt have been. | 
Pilgrim. I dare fay, they frequently thought on this 
liberty which their fathers enjoyed in the golden days 
of Joſeph's time, when they lived in comfortable dwel- 
lings amidſt their rich paſtures, fields, and gardens, 
that the natives envied their proſperit 7. : 
Cleophas. There was no exemption ; neither young 
nor old, weak nor ſtrong, noble nor mean. No regard 
was had to birth, ingenuity, learning, or virtue. They 
were all indiſcriminately uſed, as beaſts born for labour., 
Pilgrim. A fad reverſe, indeed! | It much affects me. 
Cleopbas. The Egyptian tyrant perceiving that, un- 
| der all theſe diſtreſſes, their numbers ſtill increaſed, and 
| H 3 1 . 
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being made acquainted with a prediction, that a He- 
brew would ſoon be born to the great detriment of his 
kingdom, he ordered, as an effectual expedient for di- 
miniſhing their numbers and defeating the prediction, 

46. that all the male children of the Hebrews 
Vere 15, b. ſhould be put to death; and all the He- 
| brew midwives, being ſummoned, were charged to put 
the ſame in execution at the time of delivery. 

Pilgrim. Such barbarity-I never heard of. 

Cleophas. There was woeful lamentation among the 
women. Conception, which before they accounted a 
bleſſing, was now dreaded ; and inſtead of the birth, 
eſpecially of a male child, aljeviating the pains of 
Jabour, now it was heart-piercing tidings to hear that 
the infant was a male. There was nothing but weep- 
ing and wailing among the Hebrew wives; and ſome 
could not refrain from imprecations againſt the King 
and his miniſters. 

Pilgrim. It ſeems ſtrange, that God ſhould bear with 
ſuch ill treatment of his people, 

Cleophas. Never take upon you to cenſure the ways 
of Heaven. There are, perhaps, two reaſons why God 
ſometimes ſuffers his people to be under the laſh of 
tyrants : Firſt, for the trial of their zeal and fidelity; 
ſecondly, to catch the tyrants in their own ſuppoſed 

rudence, and to prove that they cannot go beyond the 
bounds he hath ſet 'them. Accordingly this Pharaoh, 
(for ſo were ſtyled all the ancient Kings of Egypt,) 
fell a victim to his perſecuting ſchemes, the divine pro- 
vidence being too ſtrong for all his devices, backed by 
abſolute power. | 

. Pilgrim. How was that brought to paſs ? 
Cleopbas. God influenced the hearts of the midwives, 

that they eluded the royal mandate, and ordered things 
ſo, that Amenophis (the tyrant's proper name) himſelf 
brought up the very perſon whom he chiefly intended 
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Pilerim. Wonderful! Happy they, who are * > 


the divine care. a 

Cleophas. A Hebrew woman, of the 
houſe of Levi, had found means to conceal - , &c. 
her child three months; when, fearing for 
his ſafety, ſhe put him in an ark gf bulruſhes done over 
with pitch, and laid it among. the-flags at the river's 


brink, the child's ſiſter ſtanding at a diſtance to lee - 
the iſſue. The King's daughter, coming to waſh her- 


ſelf, and ſeeing the ark floating, ordered one of her at- 
tendants to bring it to her. The child being very beau- 


tiful, ſhe took it home, and, calling him Moſes, from 


his being taken out of the water, brought him up as 
her own ſon; thus he became verſed in all the ſciences 


then known in Egypt, beſides ſome ſecrets or myſteries - 
received by divine inſpiration : And this proved the 


very man who headed the Iſraelites in their departure 


Exod. Ig 
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out of Egypt, when a ſad diſaſter befell both King and 


people ; and this, even in his tender years, was intimated 
by an odd preſage ; for, ſitting one day on Pharaoh's 

knee, and the King, to pleaſe his daughter, putting his 
crown on Moſes's head, he threw it on the floor, and ſlid- 


ing down, trod on it ſeveral times. Though this did not 


paſs without animadverſion, yet the daughter, excuſing 
it as no more than a childiſh freak, Moſes was conti- 
nued at court; which, according to the prediction, 
proved a heavy ſtroke to the nation, though not till 
many years after the time of Amenophis. 

Pilgrim. Then, I ſuppoſe, that interval affords ſome 
Mah. incidents. 


Cleophas. Yes, indeed: For Amenophia, ohne a reign | 
of thirty two years, was ſucceeded by Orus, who filled 


the throne thirty eight years? In his time Moſes, grow- 
ing up to manhood, became univerſally eſteemed for 
his literature. and behaviour. Being in his fortieth 


year, he was extremely affected with the ſufferings of 


his brethren, and felt an ardent reſolution to deliver 


a. Accordingly, foregoing the title of an-Egyp- 
+ . 
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— CLE TED S_ — GO...» * — 
Ne ; — 47 ea IRE HOES ns OD Aras Ns Ho ar —— 
* 4 | N tl E TR" 8 I * A 
N * n * N oY * 
g . N 4 * 1 * a TOW... 1 
* . ; * * . C , % 
1 1 - 
: " 


104 , DiaLrLoGur between A. M. 2350 
tian peine entertainments, equipages, magnificent at- 


tire, and all the other glories and pleaſures of a court, 


he, with a heroiſm equal, or rather ſuperior, to thoſe 
feats immortalized by ſtatues among the idolatrous na- 
tions, withdrew, and ſhared in the contumely and 
hardſhips of his kindred. According to the ideas of 
the world, it was certainly highly ſcandalous at 'once 


to throw aſide every honourable diſtinction, and wan - 


der about the country as a deſpiſed vagrant. But 


this he made light of; for, with tlie realizing eye 


of faith, he Jooked to him who is inviſible. It was 
with him as if he had actually ſeen him. But, what 
is rather more wonderful, after forfaking ſo much 
for his brethren, they deſpiſed him, and. uſed him 
ill, and would have informed againſt him 
for killing an Egyptian, though 31 in defence 
of an Iſraelite; that he was obliged to ſeek ſafety in 
the wilderneſs, till he came to a prieſt i in Midian, who 


gave him one of his daughters in marriage for having 


ver, 15, &c. 


defended them againſt the rudeneſs of ſome ſhepherds : 
And Moſes lived with his father-in-law as a ſhepherd, 
Inſtead of contraſting the meanneſs and hardſhips of 


his preſent ſtate with the grandeur and enjoyments of 
the former, I ſhall only obſerve, that the hope and view 
of his glorious ſelf-denial emen now totally vaniſhed : 
In all appearance, the length of his ſolitary exile left 
him nothing to expect 1n this world, You muſt think 
that, before the expiration of forty years, he muſt have 
given over all his ſchemes of deliverance, and con- 
cluded himſelf relinquiſhed by his God, had not he in- 
tenſely looked forward to things eternal : A true image 
of the great Shepnerd, who appeared in after- times. 

Pilgrim. I admire the good man's firmneſs under 
ſuch diſcouraging circumſtances. But what happened 
afterwards ? 

Cleophas. On the demiſe of Orus the crown devolved 
to Acengeres, who, after a reign of twelve years, left 


this 
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this time Egypt produced a very wiſe man, named 
Hermes Triſmegiſtus, from whom the city of Hermo- + 
polis, in that country, derives its name. Among other 
ſciences in which he was eminent, he predicted, with 
great depth and perſpicuity, that the Word of God 

ſhould appear in a human form; and, in the ſequel of 
our diſcourſe, we ſhall ſee that it came to paſs. Oh! 
the unſearchable riches of the wiſdom and goodneſs of 
God! I could tell you of Belgius the King of the 
Celts, of the building of Athens, that famous Grecian 
ſeminary of literature, and many other things and 
perſons ; but we will rather confine ourſelves to ſuch as 
are more immediately connected with our ſubject, and 
of more intereſting inſtruction. 

Pilgrim. Very right, Father; and I ſhall be all 
attention. 

Cleophas. The above-mentioned Achorus was fuc- 
_ ceeded by Pharaoh Chencres, King of Egypt, in whoſe 
time a very ſingular inundation happened in Theſſaly, in 
Greece, Deucalion being then King of that country. But 
in the fifteenth year of the reign of Chencres, as he conti - 
nued to oppreſs the Iſraelites, and the time which God had 
foretold to Abraham, namely four hundred and thirty 
years, being elapſed, as Moſes was tending E 
his ſheep, God appeared to him ina flame = 125 
out of a buſh, ordering him to go and 
repreſent to Pharaoh Chencr.s, that he ſhould caſe 
the Iſraelites of their unjuſt burthens, and ſet them 
at liberty, that they might go and ſerve their God 


in the wilderneſs; but that Chencres would not hear 


of: And Moſes proving, by many miracles, the 
truth of his miſſion, the King convened RExod. vii. 

all his wiſe men and magicians. Theſe 9-12. 

alſo performed many ſigns and wonders, and oppoſed 
Moſes and his brother Aaron, that the King ſent them 
away with contempt, and oppreſſed the 
Iſraelites more than before; for now, in- Wo | 


Head, of being ſupplied with — chey 
were 
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Were obliged. to go into the fields themſelves and 
gather it in the night, to have it ready for next day's 
work. This preſſure ſet them a murmuring 
M4 90s x1: againſt Moſes, and they threatned him as 
the author of all their ſufferings. 
Pilgrim. This was a hard trial. 
Cleophas. At length God ſmote Egypt wth: ten 
plagues ſucceſſively, that the land was deſtroyed, their 


| _ cattleperiſhed, their water corrupted the tables, ovens, | 


and pantries ſwarmed with ſlimy frogs ; their ſeats, 
parks, and gardens, in which they took ſo much plea- 
ſure, were involved in impenetrable darkneſs, that 
there they fat, or were obliged to feel their way. But, 
what was (till worſe, there was not a houſe without a 
corpſe or two in it. The ftreets rang with the lamen- 
rations of people, crying, Oh! my ſon, my only ſon, 
died laſt night! My eldeſt ſon is y dhe” Laſt night I 
loſt the only heir of my family.” And in the King's 
palace there was the like diſmal ſcene ; for the heredi- 
_ tary prince lay at his laſt gaſp, and all the lords and 
gentlemen of the court were mourning their expiring 
ſons in their apartments. This occaſioned a general 
ſupplication, with the moſt affecting outcrics, that the 
King would let Iſrael depart, or they 
ſhould all periſh by one plague or another. 
Then the Iſraelites aſſembled together 
from their towns and villages, to the number of ſix 
hundred thouſand men, excluſive of women and chil- 
dren, beſides a multitude of the commonalty, who were 
inclined to ſhare their fate. On the eve of their depar- 
cure, they for the firſt time, by divine direction, cele- 
brated the eating of the Paſchal Lamb, in commemo- 
ration not only of their deliverance, but of that-Lamb 
without blemiſh, that Lamb of God which taketh away 
the ſins of the world, and killed within my time. 
Pilgrim. What a treaſure of knowledge have you 


ſtored wp in » your memory |! | 
| Cliophas. 


Exod. X11. 
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Cleopbas. They departed with gladneſs of heart, 
ſome carrying utenſils and furniture, ſome driving 
their cattle, ſome leading camels and aſſes laden with 
neceſſaries for the camp; others carried things of con- 
ſiderable value, gold, ſilver, and rich apparel, which 
God had directed them to borrow of their ungrateful 
oppreſſors. The women carried the dough which re- 
mained of the Paſchal Supper; the ſuddenneſs of their 
departure not allowing them time to bake 1 
it. They had marched ſome days, and N 
drew near to the Red Sea, when they ſaw © 

a vaſt hoſt of armed men, with horſes and chariots, that 
they covered all the hills, eagerly purſuing them; and 
at the head of them was the King himſelf. | 
At this the Iſraelites, all terrified, cried 127 19 1 
out, Oh, that we had ſtaid in Egypt bas 

The women wrung their hands and tore their hair, and 
the men exclaimed againſt Moſes ; but he 
ſerenely comforted them with the aſſurance | 
of God's help, who was already come down in a co- 


ver. 13, 14- 


lumnar cloud, to protect his people from the aſſaults of | | 


Pharaoh. As the hoſt was now at the” 
heels of the Iſraclites, and all they ſaw 
before them was a wide, deep fea, they gave themſelves 
over for loſt ; when God ſaid to Moſes, Stretch thy 
rod over the ſea, and it ſhall divide.” Accordingly the 
waters opened a paſſage, and ſtood in a ke on each 
ſide. Then Moſes, leading the way, all the 
people followed him, and ſafely reached 
the oppoſite ſhore. .. | 
Pilgrim. Such a paſſage, I believe, was never heard 
of. But how did Chencres proceed? | 
Cleophas. Not imagining but that this 
paſſage was allo clear to him, he continued 
his purſuit; but, when they were in the middle, the 
Lord cauſed the waters to cloſe on all ſides, that Chen- 
cres, and all his hoſt, to the number of fifty thouſand, 
| Pet A fignal document, that all human _—_ 
| an 


ver. 15 —21. 
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, n n 
- 1 s 


NS Dt A LOGUE between A.M. 2454. 
and power are of no avail againſt thoſe whom the Moſt 
High protects. 


Pilgrim. What a glorious deliverance ! 

Cleophas. Now the Iſraelites ſtood on the land, with 
inſtruments of muſic, praiſing the Lord, who had given 
them to ſee the deſtruction of thoſe enemies, whoſe ty- 

ranny they had ſo ſeverely felt. Here came rolling 


5 hdrfes, men, harneſſes, bridles, wheels, and chariots : 


The ſtrand was covered with apparel, flags, ſtreamers, 
bows, arrows, and engines of war, with carcaſſes in- 


numerable. 

Pilgrim. What terrors and lamentations ſuch a Cata- 
ſtrophe muſt have raiſed in Egypt? 

Cleophas. Not only in Egypt, but it made a great 


noiſe in other countries alſo. At that time, over the 


Aſſyrians reigned Aſcadatas. Among the Greeks, Ce- 
crops and Eriſtonus diftinguiſhed themſelves, by build- 
ing the famous temple of Apollo at Delphos. Alſo, 
about thirty years after, Dardanus founded the city of 
Troy, and erected it into a kingdom. In Egypt, after 


this Chencres, Acheres came to be King; and he was 


facceeded by Cherres; on whoſe demite Danaus ob- 


rained the royalty: But none of theſe Kings ever 
offered to proſecute hoſtilities againſt Iſrael. 


ben and Pray let me hear how that people pro- 

ceded in their way to the promiſed land? 

x Oh, Son, many wonderful things hap- 
pened to them; for it was not till after innumerable 
trials, that they faw themſelves fairly ſettled there: But 
to give you the particulars would quite exhauſt me. 

Pilgrim. I beg you would at leaſt give me ſuch a 


ſketch, as your decayed ſtrength will allow of. 


 Cleophas. Do you ſee yonder, directly South, a blue: 


1h mountain? 


Pilzrim. Yes, juſt at the edge of the horizon. 
Cleopbas. I here begins a wilderneſs, which reaches 
all the way to Egypt, a parched ſandy waſte, utterly 


barren, and ſcarce affording any water. This was the 


firſt 


„ 


I 
\ q 


* of ” 
e rern 
9.0 » * 9 25 — 5 la. — 


- 


A. M. 2455. a PILGRIM and CLEOPHAS. 109 
firſt part of the Iſraelites march, and here they ſoon 
were reduced to extreme diſtreſs : But at Erol 
Moſes's prayer, ſo prevailing is the prayer 223. 
of a good man, they were miraculouſly 
relieved ; waters, which, by reaſon of their bitterneſs, 
c2uld not be drank, being made ſweet, by Moſes 
cauſing a tree, ſhewn him by God, to be caſt into the 
nd. Another time, when they were all periſhing for 
thirſt and hear, children crying to their mothers who 
looked piteouſly on them; the poor beaſts, languiſhing 


under the exceſſive ſulrrineſs, ſtood; ſnuffing up the air, 


Exod. xvii. 4 


and expreſſing their pain in melancholy 
lowings; here again the divine mercy in- 


terpoſed. Moſes was directed to ſtrike a . 


rock, and out guſhed a large ſtream of water, which 
plentifully ſupplied all their wants: The mothers, en- 


raptured, gave it to their pining children, and the 
cattle ran to its diſperſed currents. Once, in a want 
of bread, and apparently without any re- 


Exo 8 
ſource, they raiſed a violent murmur againſt d. xvi 


Moſes ; but, on his ſupplication, God rained a round, ' 


white grain, in ſuch abundance, that every one 
throughout the whole camp gathered a plentifu] ſuffi- 
ciency for his family: and it was of ſuch a compound 


taſte, as to ſupply the want of eggs, fleſh, vegetables, 


and ſpices, There was no need of laying it up in grain- 


aries, for every morning it lay before their doors, ex- 


cept on the Sabbath ; accordingly, on. the fixth day, 


they gathered for two days: And this nutritive and 
palatable grain never failed them, during the hole 


forty years that they wandered in the wilderneſs. 


Pilgrim. How! Forty years! Was the COMNTYy - 
then, ſo far off? _ 


Clophas. It was not at all owing to the diſtance :_ 
But they had not the ſpirit to truſt in the Inviſible, - - 
after fo many miracles wrought in their behalf, and 
were afraid to march into the country, the inhabitants 
being men of large ſtature and fierce countenances, and: 


their 


. 
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their weapons proportioned to their bodies, that the 
Iſraelites made but a diſcouraging figure in compariſon 
of them. Beſides, the country was in itſelf ſtrong and 
„ mountainous, and had many fenced cities. 
— Of theſe particulars they were informed 
buy ſpies, who had taken a view of the 
country, and brought away ſamples of its products, as 
grapes, figs, olives, wheat, and barley; but the account, 
which the ſpies gave of the inhabitants, threw the 

Hraelites into all their former agonies. Mothers wept 
over their children: Oh! Was ever miſery like ours? 
We muſt either periſh in this wilderneſs, or be killed 
by the Canaanites. Oh ! that we had ſtaid in Egypt! 
Why did we believe this Moſes ? What ſignifies a land 
flowing with milk and honey, if its people are to kill 
us ?” The children anſwered the lamentations of their 
mothers with diſmal ſcreams and howlings. Of the 
men, ſome fat trembling ; others ran about, as if mad; 
and ſome were ſo audacious as to gather up ſtones, and 
caſt them at Moſes and Aaron : They even talked of 
Chooſing another leader, and returning into Egypt. 
Thus none were found who would go up into the land 
of Canaan ; which want of confidence diſpleaſed God, 

and he decreed they ſhould wander forty years in the 
wilderneſs, and all, from twenty years and upwards, 
die in the way, two only excepted, who had oppoſed. 
thoſe murmurs, and exhorted the people to go and. 
face the enemy, having God's promiſes on their ſide. 
Pilgrim. I perceive, that God requires impoſſibilities 

to be believed, that his works may be the more mag- 
nified. | 2 „„ 5 
Cleophas. True: But there is no ſuch thing as im- 

poſſibility with God. 5 Fo 

Pilgrim. In ſuch a ſpace of time, it is very probable, 
ſome remarkable things muſt have happened to them. 
Cleophas. Oh! there is no telling all their great 
changes. Sometimes they were ſinking into deſpair, 
then as elate with- joy: This week all things went to 
| their 


- 
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their wiſh ; the next, they found themſelves: in great 
difficulties. Their devotion was as unſta- Exod. | 
dle as their outward condition; for Moſes e 
being gone up a mountain, to receive from God, laws 
and ordinances, they unanimoufly promiſed to conform 


to them, and expreſſed great joy that the will of Gd | 


Vas to be made more particularly known | 
to them; but, within 5 month N they RR 8 
had made a golden calf, to repreſent the 

ox Apis, worſhiped by the Egyptians, and pald it 
divine honours, alſo dancing about it with all kinds of 
muſical inſtruments: At which Moſes indeed was, 
on his return, ſo irritated, that he demoliſhed the idol. 
Many ſuch things fell out. Sometimes they commit- 
ted whoredom with ſtrange nations. They grew tired 
of the delicious manna, and nothing would ſerve them 
but fleſh; and more than once repeated their inſults 
againſt Moſes. No, they would not be lorded over any 
longer by ſuch an one as he; and a thouſand the like 
Capances. 

Pilgrim. But What was the iſſue? | 

| Cleophas. Sometimes God humoured them in their 
deſires. When, longing for fleſh, they ſaw, 7 

as it were, thick clouds driven from the 2 


cCoaſt of Arabia acroſs the ſea ; but, near 


at hand, it proved living quails, which fell round about 
the camp, a day's journey in length, and two cubits 
high. Now the people were mad with joy, and fell to 
plucking, cooking, and feaſting. But, alas! there was 
ſoon a fad alteration ; for, whilſt the fleſh was yet be- 
tween their teeth, they dropped down, and died loath- 
ſomely by thouſands. 
Pilgrim. So they paid dearly for cheir diſcontent and | 
ſenſuality. | 
Cleophas. Aye, indeed: As they were pep 
provoking God, he puniſhed them with ſome dreadful 
plagues. He ſent fire from heaven, whereby great 
numbers were confumed to aſhes, Another time, fiery 
e 
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ſerpents came among them, whoſe bite was extremely 
torturing and deadly, and many were killed by them, 


till, at Moſes's interceſſion, God directed him to make 


2s . n ſerpent and ſet it upon a pole, and, only by 


looking at it, they who had been bitten were inſtantly 
healed. Bur, what was ſtill more terrible, the earth 
| Nan. xvi opened all in a flame, and ſwallowed up 
Whole families, and thoſe ſome of the 


moſt eminent, for ſetting themſelves in competition 


with Moſes and Aaron, and endeavouring to raiſe a 


mutiny againſt them; all the people flying in the ut- 


moſt confternation, and ſcreaming as if the earth was 


opening under them alſo. 


Pilgrim. Terrible, indeed; yet, to be ſurẽ, not 1 
yond their demerits. How wiſerable! is the ſtate of man? 


5 1 Cleophas. That is a very diſputable 
, 18, 10. Point: But it is evident that God has 
Nam. l. given them ſtrong conſolations, foretelling 

5 9% vii. by Moles the coming of his principal Pro- 
Phet, who was alſo typified by the brazen 
ſerpent, before mentioned, healing the venomous bites ; 


by a ſtaff, which, in one night, bloſſomed and bore. 


almonds ; by ſeveral parts of the pontifical robe, and 


other things; repreſenting the grace, love, power, and 


glory of this future Prophet and King, who—Oh Son! 
Pilgrim. Now your trouble returns on you ; but, I 
pray, do not break off. The Iſraelites ſurely made 
very ill returns for all God's wonderful kindneſſes. 
Cleophas, Oh, Son, what a ſhame! The nations: 
ſhewed a greater ſenſe 'of benefits than the people of 


Hrael : For Bacchus, about this time, having planted: 
a vineyard in Greece, was honoured with a yearly fel-. 


tival. So Dardanus the firſt Trojan King, Erichtomus, 


Perſeus, Cadmus, Amphion, Minos, and others, have 


been conſtantly revered among thoſe nations whom 


they advantaged. How very different Iſrael, at every 
turn forgerful of the almighty God, and even apo · 


6 from his pure worſhip !_ 


Pi grim. 


N 


\ 
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Pilgrim. Father, be pleaſed to inform me, by what 
means this timorous and ungrateful people came to 
poſſeſs the land of Canaan. 


Cleophas. After all theſe miracles, all the males of 
. * the former murmuring generation being 


extinct, God, in order to execute his Wegen. 
promiſe, ſubſtitued in his ſtead Joſhua the 
ſon of Nun, a devout and brave man; W 


and Moſes, after God had given him a 
view of the Land of Promiſe from Mount Piſgah, 
died in his hundred and twentieth year, of which I 


want but little, though. very unequal to him in other 


reſpects; for his ſenility had little impaired either 
his ſtrength, ſenſes, or faculties, which is 10 fh. zii. ie. 
more than I can ſay, Now Joſhua, with Fring 
all the hoſt of Iſrael, having croſſed the river Jordan, 
in a manner not leſs miraculous than Moſes's paſſage 
through the Red Sea, the whole country was in the 
utmoſt conſternation; the hearts of the Kings melted 
within them; the gates of the towns were ſhut ; it put 
a total ſtop to all trades, and the country people for- 
ſook their habitations; they judged that all reſiſtance 
muſt fall before him, whoſe invaſion had been facili- 
tated by ſuch a miracle; and what made their caſe 
worſe, there was no coming to terms with him; he 
was to extirpate them, or drive them out without liſten- 
ing to any accommodation. 
Pilgrim. What was the event ? 


Cleophas. Do you obſerve, yonder, a good way off, 


towards the north eaſt, a een of a very high 
tower? | 

Pilgrim. I ſee it. 

Cleophas. That was the firſt ts of which. Joſhua 
made himſelf maſter, and then called Jeri- Joſh. vi. 
cho, a beautiful pleaſant city, but on being 
taken” was burnt, and when rebuilt ſome hundred 


years aw was deſtroyed about fifty * ago, in the 
laſt 


— 9 * ” 
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laſt war. Joſhua proceeded in a courſe of ſucceſs, 


taking cities and defeating armies ; at that time this 


Joth. x city where we gre was under King Ado- 

. niſedeck, who, on information that Gi- 
beon (which ſtood on that mountain towards the 
north) had ſued for peace, being joined by four other 
Kings, aſſaulted it; but Joſhua, coming to its aſ- 
ſiſtance, took the allied Kings priſoners, and cauſed 


them to be hanged. Twenty-fix other Kings he alſo 
ſubdued ; but all theſe things were not done without 


great miracles ; for the walls of Jericho fell down at the 
{ound of trumpets; the ſun and moon once ſtood ſtill 
in the firmament, aſſiſting Joſhua in the purſuit of the 
enemy, that they who lived far weſtward wondered at 
che unuſual length of their morning, whilſt the Orien- 
tals were no leſs amazed at their evening. It was the 
talk every where, as what had never been ſeen; but 

Joſhua and his men only knew the cauſe. 


Jos. xi. Ke. This victorious chief having reduced the 


whoſe country, except a few ſtrong cities, of which 
this was one, he divided it, by lot, among the twelve 
tribes of Iſrael, aſſigning to each its inheritance; and 
thus was fulfilled the promiſe to Abraham and his ſeed. 
Pilgrim. So the people of Iſrael, at length, law an 
end of their troubles, 
Cleopbas. Not at all; the remainder of the Canaanites, 
„ | Whom they had neglected to drive out, in 
Judg.1andu. 5 
conſideration of a tribute, proved very 
troubleſome to them; beſides, after the death of 
Joſhua, they adopted the heatheniſh cuſtoms, and in- 
termarried with them, ſerved their idols, and com- 
mitted a thouſand other abominations. 


Pilgrim. That was terrible, indeed; but how could 
they fall into ſuch impietics ? 


Cleephas. Men eafily decline from inviſible: to 
viſible and preſent good. There had been formerly 


an Aſſyrian King, Jupiter Belus, whoſe reign being 


991 remarkably 
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remarkably proſperous and happy to his people, after 
his death a ſtatue was erected in honour of him, and 
one of the brighteſt ſtars in the firmament called 
Jupiter from him ; Greece alſo had a very famous and 
wiſe King of the ſame name, with his two brothers 
Pluto and Neptune; theſe dying were deified, but 


_ chiefly Jupiter (whom the Aſſyrians termed Bel) was 


greatly honoured in Canaan by the name of Bel, i. e. 
the ſupreme Lord. They alſo worſhiped Venus, 
the goddeſs of Love, the Aſhtaroth of the Sidontans, 


and gave her name to the evening ſtar, as of diſtin- 
guiſhed beauty; the ſtar Remphan was conſecrated 
to Saturn, and divine honours paid to it. 


Pilgrim. Now I recollect, Noah told me of fome 
commencements of idolatry, and particularly of Ju- 


piter Belus, to whom images had begun to be erected, 


and from which, he then apprehended bad conſe- 


quences; and I perceive his fears were too well 


grounded; but to me it is ſurprizing, that after ſo 


many miracles, which carried the moſt forcible con- 


viction that their God was the true God, the Iſraelites 


ſhould apoſtatize and embrace idolatry. 


Cleophas. Your ſurprize would be abated, were you 
better acquainted with'the human mind. The laws gi- 
ven by God through Moſes, impoſed a ſtrict reſtraint on. 


the ſenſes and appetites; whereas idolatry gave a large 
range to licentiouſneſs, and, in many caſes, fanctified the 


moſt abandoned debauchery. Then their altars, or 
places for ſolemn ſacrifices, were commonly in groves 


of high and branchy trees, finging with the melody of 


birds; or on heights, finely planted, in a clear air; all 
which diſpoſed the ſenſes in its favour. Then their rites 
were not leſs enſnaring, being accompanied with drums, 
trumpets, lutes, harps, dances, ſongs, and all which 


the miſtaken world calls merriment; not to mention 


the revels and exceſſes of their feſtivals, when they 


ran riot into the moſt ſhameful enormities. Theſe were 


Fs powerful 
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powerful ſeducements; and accordingly they debauch- 


ed the people of Iſrael from the God of Holineſs : And, 


oh! that, in theſe wretched times, the people might 


not be fd to ſerve Baal and Aſhtaroth in their tem- 


pers and purſuits! _ 

Pilgrim. Herein you have ſatisfied me. But how did 
matters go with Iſrael? The apoſtacy, I would hope, 
was not general, 

Cleophas. The Lord puniſhed them by the heathens, 
who enſlaved them, and, by their hard uſage, made 
their lives bitter; but, on their calling on him, he ſent 
them a deliverer, who reſcued them from their enemies, 
and governed them wiſely, according to Moſes's whol- 
ſome polity, For the ſpace of four hundred years they 
were governed by twelve Judges ſucceſſively, who had 
great Wars with the heathens, and reduced them. This 
city, among others, was raken from the Jebuſites, and 


_ burnt and razed, except that part which ſtood on this 
mountain, and was ſtrongly fortified. Oth- 


6, 7,11, 13, niel drove the Rephaim, or giants, from 
4 156. Hebron; Ehud ſubdued the Moabites 


Tudg. iii. 4, 


Barak the Canaanites ; Gideon the Midianites ; Jephtha 
the Ammonites z Gemion the Philiſtines. Thus was 


Ifrael frequently helped out of its trouble; and a I'ghr 


always remained among them; fo far as to preſerve the 
Law, the Promiſe, and the purity of worſhip. But to 
relate at large the atchievements of theſe Judges, and 
the miracles of their times, how by only an alarm they 
deſtroyed the enemy, how they overcame lions, forced 
the gates of their enemies, with a ſmall force defeated 
large armies, time would fail me; for none of the 
heroes, who ſignalized themſelves at the ſiege of Troy, 
would bear a compariſon with theſe Judges. After- 
wards, the government was lodged in the 
hands of the high prieſt Heli; which 
proved a very dangerous juncture : For the Philiſtines, 
who Poſteſted all the fine country along the ſea- coaſts, 

| and 
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and were in alliance with the Phœnicians, to whom 


© belonged the cities of Tyre and Sidon, fo famous for 
their commerce, greatly annoyed the Iſraelites, making 


inroads-into their borders and pillaging the people. 


But what ſtruck Iſrael with the greateſt terror, was the 


ark of God being taken by thoſe invaders, 
and carried in triumph to the temple of 
their idol Dagon. However, the next day this idol 


1 Sam. v. 


was found fallen from its pedeſtal, with its head and 


hands off; likewiſe the men were afflicted 1 gam. vi. 


with hæmorrhoidal pains, that they were 1 Sam. vii. 8, 


glad to ſend the ark back again. The 97%. 


Iſraelites continued expoſed to the violences of the 


Philiſtines, till Samuel, a prophet of God, told them, 
that if they would put away Baalim and Aſhtaroth, 


and ſerve the Lord, he would deliver them from the 
Philiſtines; which they did: And the Philiſtines com- 

ing to attack them, God deſtroyed them by light- 
nings, that they fled before Iſrael. Samuel's ſons ha- 


ving little of their father's virtue, the heads of the 


people made a formal requeſt to him for a King, as 
all the other nations had. He reaſoned with them; 


but a King they would have. Hereupon Saul, a perſon 


of an extraordinary ſtature, was, by divine appoint- 


ment, anointed firſt King of Iſrael, about four hundred 
and fifty years after their coming out of Egypt, Der- 
cillus being King of Aſſyria, and Codrus of Athens; 
and a hundred years after the deſtruction of Troy, and 


the foundation of the kingdom of the Latins in Italy 
by Eneas, which was a little later than thoſe of Lace» 


dæmon and Corinth. 


Pilgrim. Did not Iſrael make 2 great figure under 


their new government? 


Cleophas. No; for though the King: commanded 


reſpect, and obtained ſome advantages over the Hea- 
thens, he did not ſettle the Iſraelites in abſolute tran- 


7 Then, not being ” poſſeſſion of this, the 
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choſen and royal city, he kept his court, ſuch as it 
was, at Gibeon, then a ſplendid city, but it now lies in 
ruins. Beſides, inſtead of continuing in 
the obedience due to God, his heart was 
lifted up; for which the Lord rejected him. But the 
man elect, the ſhepherd— 
Pilgrim. What means that heavy ſigh, Father? 
 Cleophas. That ſhepherd of Iſrael, of the line of Ju- 
dah, to whom the ſceptre belonged, an exact type of 
the true anointed. 
Pilgrim. Your heart ſeems labouring with ſome deep 
and weighty thoughts. 
Cleophas. I ſcarce know of which hephand to ſp eak. 
My thoughts are taken up with two. Yet, to Hollow 


1 Sam. xv. 


biſtorical order, and the better aſſiſt your d | 


ing, I ſhall begin with the type. 

Pilgrim. And I ſhall carefully liſten ; for I am more 
and more pleaſed with your converſation. 
Sam. XV was named David, a very comely youth, 
of an amiable behaviour, and religiouſly diſpoſed; yet 
made little account of in his father's houſe. This 
youth, f in preference to all his brothers, Samuel, by 
8 God's appointment, anointed King of 
* Hrael; and having, animated by reliance 
on God, overcome and killed a Philiſtine champion, 
who had challenged the army of the Iſraelites, the peo- 
ple idolized him to ſuch a degree, that they would have 
made him King: But he then declined that dignity ; 
and it was not till after a long courſe of diſtreſs and 
hardſhips that he was advanced to it, Saul 
having been ſlain in a battle againſt the 
. Philiſtines. David choſe Hebron for his 
firſt reſidence ; ; bur, in the ſeventh year of his reign, 
when all Iſrael had ſubmitted to him, he came and laid 
ſiege to this city, then called Jebus. The inhabitants, 
confiding i in its ſtrong walls and works, ſet him at de- 
fiance. On this hill of Sion ſtood a caſtle eſteemed 

| impreg- 


2 Sam. xxxi. 
1 Sam. ii. 


Cleophas. The ſhepherd abovementioned 
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impregnable; and ſomewhat lower on that hill, called 
Akra, were the ſuburbs; of which David's troops ha- 
ving made themſelves maſters, they carried the fortreſs 
by ſtorm. He cauſed the city to be rebuilt in a ſplen- 
did manner, with a ſtately palace for himſelf on this 
hill; and in proceſs of time Jeruſalem, for ſo it was 
now called, being the reſidence of the Kings of Judah, 
became conſderab y . and famed in all coun- 
tries. 

Pilgrim. But what noble ruins are thoſe yonder eaſt- 
ward; for the many angles of walls, blue and white 
heren ſtones and marble pillars, many ſtreaked. with 
gold, amidſt all the weeds and moſs, with which ſome 
are overrun, plainly ſhew them to be remains of very 
grand buildings. - - 

Cleophas. I could wiſh you had kept this obſervation 
to yourſelf ; for it pierces me to the very heart. 
Would I. had never beheld that ſtructure z then its 
preſent condition would give me leſs pain. You might, 
at the ſame time, aſk me, Whence thoſe heaps of hewn 
freeſtone, ſome triangular, ſome ſquare, ſome ſemicir- 
cular, ſome with feſtoons and other decorations ? Whole 
ſtreets lie there; that to give you an account of every 
particular, I ſhould want the written hiſtory of its cata- 
ſtrophe : Yet, being met for that purpoſe, your que- 
ſtion is not out of point, though premature, as we. 
are now only at the infancy of the city; ſince which 
it has gone through many viciſſitudes, before the laſt 
demolition and the ſubſequent rebuilding, if it may. 
be called ſuch. 
Pilgrim. Father, you will kindly impute any abrupt 
queſtions I may aſk, to my want of knowing better. 
Now, if you pleaſe, reaſſume your narrative of King 
David. 
 Cleophas, This King, beſides ebe the city 
with many ſumptuous edifices, ſubduing the Heathens. 
on all ſides, and regulating the prieſtly worſhip, com- 
poſed very fine hymns, in which he prophetically 
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makes mention of an everlaſting kingdom to be erected 
in Judea and his lineage; God herein renewing the 
\Kin promiſe made to Abraham about nine 
Kings ü. 10. hundred years before, That in his ſeed all 
the nations of the earth ſhould be bleſſed. After a 
reign of forty years, for the moſt part glorious, but 

13 clouded with ſome domeſtic afflictions by 
xxix, 2, 28. the violent paſſions of his ſons, this King 
was gathered to his fathers, and interred 
on this ſame hill where you ſee yon ruins. 

Pilg im. Who was his ſucceſſor ? 

Cleophas. A ſon of his, and a prince 
who never had his equal for wiſdom. 
Pilgrim. What was his name ? 

Cleophas. Solomon; a name, indeed, 
very ſuitable to his diſpoſition ;. for his 
| long reign of forty years was one conti- 

nued peace, both abroad and at home : And never be- 
fore, nor ſince, did the kingdom of Iſrael enjoy ſuch 
proſperity, or make ſuch a figure; for he was reſpected 
by all potentates for his wiſdom. There was no riddle 
nor abſtruſe queſtion, which he could not ſolve. He 
was perfectly acquainted with the nature of all vegeta- 
bles, gems, metals, and other foſſils; of beaſts, rep- 
tilgs. birds, and inſects; with the motions and orbits 
of the ſun, moon, and ſtars. His buildings and gar- 
dens were the wonder of the world. The œconomy and 
luſtre of his court, his table, and apparel, no tongue 
can ſet forth. Intricate proceſſes he at once decided by 
his admirable ſagacity. In a word, he was an ornament 
to Iſrael; and, as for Jeruſalem in particu- 
lar, he made it the glory of the earth, the 
ſanctuary of holineſs; erecting there, on 
that mount Moriah, where you ſee thoſe venerable 
ruins, (it troubles me to think of it) a temple, which, 
for richneſs of materials and grandeur of its archi- 
tecture. beſides the furniture and utenſils, 5 wit 
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ployed on it ſeven whole years; but the Holy of Ho- 


lies, in which were placed the altar of incenſe and the 


, was of a magnificence 2 
ark of the covenant, was of gni 1 1 


beyond all conception. Jeruſalem alſo was 


appointed the only place for folemn ſacrifices, and the 
celebration of the more ſolemn feaſts. Think, my 
Son, what muſt have been the happineſs of a place, 
which God had choſen for his name, and where ſuch 
a prince ſat on the throne. He alſo built a houſe for 
himſelf and his queen, which took up thirteen years. 
His throne for ſolemn occaſions was of ivory and gold; 
round it ſtood his princes and great men; whilſt Kings 
and Queens, hearing of his fame, came from remote 
countries, to ſee his magnificence, and hear his wiſdom... 
Every year brought into his treaſury fix 2 

1 Kings x. 


ſides merchandize to an immenſe amount: As for ſil- 
ver, it was accounted nothing of in the days of Solo- 
mon. In knowledge he far ſurpaſſed the Chaldæans, 


Egyptians, Ethiopians, Tyrians, and other celebrated 


nations; and for wiſdom, no man could come in com- 


petition with him. Oh, how Jeruſalem flouriſhed then! 


Three times annually all the people of Iſrael were, by 
the Moſaic Law, to repair thither; and thoſe, who 
made their appearance, may very fairly be computed 
at ſome hundreds of thouſands. The ſhopkeepers, arti- 


ficers, merchants, men of letters, nobles, princes, 


icribes and prieſts, which once lived within theſe 
ruins here; the pompous edifices, the fine gardens, 
the pleaſant walks, which adorned this city; and now, 
alas! alas! what is it; a confuſed pile of fragments, 
a ruinous abomination, a dwelling of op- 


preſſion. How is the gold become dim, how nn, 


ts the fine gold changed ! 


Pilgrim. Father, without giving way to ſuch un- 
timely grief, proceed in your account of the Kingdom 
of Iſrael. | , 85 | 
"IM Cleopbas, 


© 
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- Cleophas. That proſperous monarch was ſucceeded, 
by his ſon, but ſo very unlike him, that 
his folly and perverſeneſs did more miſ- 
chief than his father's incomparable wiſdom had done 


1Kings xi. 43. 


good. 
Pilgrim. That was ſad indeed! 
Cleophas. The kingdom, which under the three 
preceding Princes had continued united and entire, 
now became rent into two parts; the two 


1 Kings xi. tribes of Judah and Benjamin, together 
with Jeruſalem, the capital, adhered to the 
one, who was called Rehoboam, and formed the king- 


2—24. 


dom of Judah; whilſt the other ten tribes declared for 
Jeroboam, as their King. Yet this diviſion of the 
kingdom was but a ſlight evil in compariſon of that 
conſequent to it, by which, at length, the Kingdom 
and glory of Iſrael were quite ruined and laid in the duſt. 

Pilgrim, Oh! what a pity ; but pray what was that 
dreadful evil? _ 

Cleophas. I will relate it, though, I aſſure you, it 
gives me a ſenſible grief. Jeroboam, fearing a defection 


of the people, as they were bound every year to preſent 


1 themſelves at his enemy's capital, Jeru- 
vented a falſe worſhip, and ſet up two golden calves, 
within his own dominions; knowing how eaſily, by 
ſuch images, Iſrael had been {educed in the wilderneſs 


to a diſregard of the true worſhip; and his artifice 


ſucceeded bur too well, for we are told, that the people 


flocked in great numbers to offer ſacrifices of all kinds 


to theſe idols. 
Pilerim. Strange ſtupidity ! 


Cl:ophas. To ſalve the matter, he gave out, that his 


intention was far from any thing of idolatry, but that i it 
was done in honour of the God, who had brought 


Iſrael out of Egypt: That God was not confined to 
place, and might be worſhiped as well before the 


Calves at Bethel, as in the Temple of Jeruſalem. 
. 


ſalem, (his being the town of Samaria,) in- 


. D n 22 
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Pilgrim. Here was ſomething, indeed, of a plauſi- 
ble appearance. 

Cleopbas. This plauſibility was neceſſary to the de- 
ceit, elſe how could the people have been ſeduced? 
Now in this idolatry, walked his ſucceſſors, Nadab, 


Baeſa, Ella, Zimri, Amri and Ahab, not only har- 


dening Iſrael in its impiety, but they had even — 
to introduce the worſhip of Baal Jupiter. Then it 
pleaſed God, for the converſion of this 
unhappy people, to ſend the Prophet Eli- 

jah with ſigns and wonders. At his word 


1 Kings xvii. 
I, 


the heavens were ſhut up, that there was no rain nor 
dew for three years; this he had the courage to declare 
to the cruel Ahab himſelf; and I leave you to think 


5 : 


what miſery both man and beaſt muſt have ſuffered in 


ſuch a drought; as for the Prophet, a widow, in ex- 
treme diſtreſs, receiving him kindly, he aſſured her 
what little meal and oil ſhe had, ſhould not fail till 


rain came upon the earth; and he ſtaid with her ſome 
time. At length the Lord pitied his ſheep, ſtraying 


under falſe ſhepherds. You ſee yonder, directly 
north, a fine fertile mountain; it is called Carmel, 
and ſtands not far from the ſea. On this gs 
mountain, Elijah deſired the King to aſ- . 
ſemble the Prieſts of Baal, in the preſence 

of all Iſrael, and he proved the Lord to be the only 
God, by commanding fire from Heaven to conſume 
his ſacrifice; which the prieſts of Baal had not been able 
to do with all their ceremonies and incantations ; up- 


on which they were put to death, as impoſtors : The 


people hereupon renouncing their erroxs, God, at the 
requeſt of Elijah, ſent rain, and the ſucceſſion of ſeaſons, 
that the earth ſoon recovered all its beauty and fertility. 


After ſuch evidences of ſupernatural power, this 


eminent Prophet ſuffered a great deal by 
the perſecutions of Ahab, till after a ſo- 
Journment on earth, ſignalized by many miracles, he 
was taken up to heaven in a fiery chariot, leav- 


ing 


2 Chron. ii. 


| * 
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ing behind him his diſciple Eliſha, who ſeventy 


years fed the flock of Iſrael with a care truly paſto- 


ral, performed many ſigns and wonders, raiſed the 


2 Kings iii.4, dead, cleanſed lepers, fed the hungry by 
5, 6, 7, 8, 9. mitacles, helped the diſtreſſed, inſtruct- 
ed the ignorant, and foretold of things to come. He 


outlived fix Kings of Iſrael, Ahab, Ahaziah, Joram, 


. Jehu, Jehoafh and Joaſh, who all reigned 
Kings xlii. ſucceſſively, and his death was lamented 
by all the people, as certainly he had been 
a great comfort to them in ſuch calamitous and diſ- 
tracted times. 


Pilgrim. Theſe are ſurprizing things, indeed! But | 


did then this diſmembered Kingdom of Iſrael ſo amend 
as totally to relinquith idolatry, and unite itſelf to the 
throne of David? for you ſay that my were reformed 
by Elijah's miracles. 6 
Cleophas. How ſhould it amend ? The commonalty 
were not their own maſters. Though ſometimes they 
conformed to the admonitions-of Prophets, as Hoſea, 
Amos, Joel, Abdias, and others, who were con- 
tinually preaching to: them, yet the impious Kings, 
_ men in power, compelled them to profeſs ido- 
atry. | 
Pilgrim. ] perceive, then, that its Kings were all 
wicked. 
Cleophas. Yes, from the firſt to the laſt; for 
after the abovenamed Joaſh,; who reign- 
16025 *- ed in Eliſha's time, roſe up Jeroboam, 
than the firſt. After him the land fell under ſeveral 
tyrants, deſtroying each other like wild beaſts ; and 


more hurtful to ſociety than the worſt of them, is the 


man who has thrown off religion and virtue ; Zacha- 
riah was murdered, by Sallum ; whoſe brutality was 
Kinoery.s ſuch, that on raking a place which had 
bs S8. 8. made any reſiſtance, heſides putting all 
che e men and children to the ſword, the pregnant women 


were | 
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were ripped up; but all his family were cut off by Pe- 
kah, as he by Hoſeah; till at length God put a period to 
all theſe abominations, together with the Kings vii 
Kingdom, by Salmanaſſer King of e 


ria, a very potent Prince; his jw PR Phul 


Belochus having, about ſeventy years before, diſ- 
poſſeſſed Sardanapalus of his empire. Thus ended the 
Kingdom of the ten tribes of Iſrael, after a term of two 
hundred and fifty three years, and they were carried 
away captive into a very remote country; a calamity 
which they could not but ſee was a chaſtiſement of 
their impieties. 

Pilgrim. What a change 

Cleophas. A ſimilar change happened, abou this 
time, in Italy; Amulius, the fifteenth King of the 
Latins, being murdered by Romulus and Remus, his 
grand-children, who built the renowned city of Rome, 
the preſent capital of the whole univerſe, and reſidence 
of the mighty and invincible emperor Trajan, whoſe 
predeceſſors — 

Pilgrim. Now, Father, a freſh fit of grief comes on 


you. 


Cleopbas. What melancholy events croud thick on 
me from all ſides ! 

Pilgrim. You were ſpeaking of Trajan, an Emperor. 

Cleophas. His predeceſſors, I ſay, cauſed frequent 
and horrid effuſion of blood; and his hands are not 
quite clean, though celebrated for clemency. But why 
do I dwell on him, having ſuch a wide field before me? 
I might alſo relate to you, how the Greeks, about this 
time, began to compute their time by Olympiads; alſo 
of the foundation of the kingdom of Macedonia. But 
what ſignify pagan hiſtories? My own city of Jeru- 


ſalem, and its various revolutions, will afford me mat- 
ter enough. I have quite digreſſed from the point. 
I ſhould have gone on with the account of that ety | 

and, at the ſame time, of the tribe of Judah. 


Pilgrim; ö 
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Pilgrim. Right, Father; and that is what I "_ 
much long to hear. 
Clzophas. Have not I already ſaid, that Rehoboam, 
the ſon of Solomon, on his father s death reigned at 
Jeruſalem? 


Pilgrim. Yes, Father. 
Cleophas. He forſook God, RY as is 


2 Chron. xii. too uſual, high and low followed: his 


wicked example. But the Lord viſited their impiety; 


for behold Siſhak, King of Egypt, came up with an 


innumerable army, particularly twelve hundred cha- 


riots with two and four horſes abreaſt, according to a 


manner of fighting long uſed among the ancients. 
After ravaging the country and maſtering the fenced 


cities, he ſar down before Jeruſalem. . Then the heart 
of the King and the great men melted within them, 


and they humbled themſelves before the Lord; who, 


being abundant in mercy, inſtead of utterly deftroying 
them, permitted them only to be deprived of thole 
riches which they made their boaſt of. But it is im- 
poſſible to expreſs the dejection and anguiſh of all 


ranks, at ſeeing the ſacred treaſures of the temple, its 
- coſtly utenſils, and Solomon's golden. ſhields, and many 


other things of great value, carried away by the ſtrange 
eople. Then ſaw they, that wiſdom ex- 


Federal. tt.  celleth folly, as light darkneſs; and thought 


20hron. xiii. thing towards them. Rehoboam, after a 


reign of ſeventeen years, was -ſucceeded by his ſon 
Abijah, who reigned only three years. He 


Chron. xiv. defeated Jeroboam, in one of the greateſt 
battles, perhaps, which hiſtory records. His own army 


conſiſted of four hundred thouſand men, and Jerobo- 


am's of twice that number ; of whom five hundred 


thouſand fell on the ſpot. Abijah had alſo Aſa his 
fon for ſucceſſor, who reigned forty years in great 
r 


* 
* . 4 
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+ 


on Solomon's grief, at foreſeeing all the 
works of his hands, all done in ſuch wiſdom, muſt 
fall into thoſe hands which had done no- 


* 
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proſperity ; the reward of his zeal for purity of worſhip. 
His ſucceſſor was the devout Jehoſaphat; |, 

n. xvii. 

in whoſe time the barbarous nations re- 
newed their inroads, that even Jeruſalem feared; but 
making the Lord their refuge, the enemy 
was miraculouſly overthrown, turning their 
ſwords againſt one another. But this excellent Prince 
being ſucceeded by Jehoram his ſon, but | 
the very reverſe of him, the Philiſtines, 
Arabians, and other nations laid waſte the country, 
and, advancing to Jeruſalem, carried off much booty, 
particularly the treaſure of the King's houſe, and, 
among other captives, his wives and daughters. He. 
himſelf died of a painful and loathſome diſeaſe. His 
ſon and ſucceſſor Ahaziah, following his 
wicked exan ple, was killed by Jehu. | 

Pilgrim, What a miſerable country ? 

Cleophas. Oh Son, this is nothing to what followed ; 
for Jeruſalem increaſed in her ſins, and puniſhments 
kept pace with them. That ſanguinary 8 
wretch, Queen Athaliah, cauſed all, who 3, 
were in any wile related to the royal fa- 6 
mily of Judah, to be put to death. The only one 
who eſcaped this inhuman maſſacre, was 
one of the King's ſons, an infant of about 
a twelvemonth "old, called Joaſh, who, in the tumult, 
had been concealed in the temple. Six 
years after, the high prieſt Jehoiada, to 288 
whoſe care his education had been com- } 


2 Chron. XX. 


2Chron. xx1. 


1Chron.xxH. 


ver. 11. 


mitted, and who lamented the prevalent abominations, 


ſet up Joaſh King of Judah; whilſt Athaliah, being 
carried out of the horſe-gate, yonder eaſtward, and 
ſtill lying in ruins, expiated her wickedneſs in her 

blood. But, alas, what came of it |! Why, | 


'2 Chron. | 


the young prince behaved extremely well, iv. 
whilſt his venerable guardian had an eye 

over him; but he was no ſooner in his grave, than 
Joaſh ere the gy hopes which had been 
con- 


128 Drazvous 1 A. M. 310% 
conceived of him, ſhook off every moral and religious 
.. conſideration, ſet up idolatry, 66.5 what no King of 


Iſrael or Judah had preſumed, ordered himſelf to be 
worſhiped as a deity: And farther to fill up the 


meaſure of his iniquity, Zacharias, the ſon of Jehoiada, 


to whom he owed his crown, was ftoned for repreſent- 
ing to him his impiety. The reſolute Prophet gave up 


the ghoſt, appealing to God for his integrity; and, 


truly his blood has been required of this city to the 
very laſt, as you may ſee by the ruins every where 


about us. But this cruel King was murdered in his 


bed by his own ſervants. 


Pilgrim. That they, who are ſet over a people for 
its good, ſhould be fo Aagitious ! DN. 


Cleopbas. His fon Amaziah was not 
much better; for God giving him ſome 
ſucceſſes, he became ſo arrogant, that, contrary to a 
Prophet's advice, he would come to a rupture with 
Joaſh, King of Iſrael: The event was, that Joaſh gave 


2Chron- xxv- 


him a ſevere defeat, pillaged Jeruſalem, and diſmantled 


it on the ſide towards his kingdom, that is, from 


2 Chron. 


* angle gate. Amaziah was alſo murdered. 


This breach, however, was repaired by 
Uzziah his ſon, whom the Lord proſpered in every 
thing, that he reduced ſeveral nations under tribute. 


Bur he likewiſe became lifted up, ſo as to oppoſe the 


A prieſts in their functions. He would burn incenſe; and 
officiate in the ſanctuary. But God manifeſted his diſ- 


pleaſure : For while the King yet had the cenſer in 
bis hand, he was ſtruck with a leproſy, and continued 


ſo till his death, which happened in the fifty ſecond 
year of his reign and the ſixty eighth of 
his age, leaving the kingdom to his ſon 
Jotham, who proved a good prince, and 
accordingly reigned ſixteen Nw, with great glory to 
himſelf * happineſs to his vt En 


2 Chron, 


Ephraim's gate yonder northward, to the 


Pilevies 
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Pilgrim. It gives me true pleaſure to hear, that there 
were ſome good times for Jeruſalem. 
Cleophas. Yes. During the reigns of the two laſt 
mentioned Kings, every one fat quietly under his vine 
and his fig-tree, towns were rebuilt, the land every 


where cultivated, trade flouriſhed, the huſbandman and 


artificer had their hands full, and every one went 
about the country whither he would. You ſee it is a 


delightful country : The trees are green almoſt through- 
out the whole year, the winters being both ſhort and 


mild; and as for the ſummer heats, they embelliſh 
the country with many exquiſite and ſightly products. 
It indeed may well be termed a land flowing with 
milk and honey. Beſides, the celebration of the ſeveral 
parts of divine worſhip was very pleaſing and auguſt. 
Thoſe two excellent Kings, David and Solomon, had 
beſtowed great attention and expence on the external 


decorum, pleaſure, and ſolemnity, and particularly the 


inſtruments and muſicians. For, Son, though I ſtill 
remember, with admiration, the delight I enjoyed, and 
the glorious things I beheld in that Temple, ſtill noble 
in its ruins ; yet I muſt believe, that the ſervice was 


much more raviſhing in the time of thoſe munificent 


Princes. 


Pilgrim. T hey muſt then * been very ane 


times. 


Cleophas. But of very ſhort duration: 8 

For Ahaz, ſon to the abovementioned ä 4. 
Jotham, brought on a very different ſcene : 
of affairs. 

Pilgrim. How ſo, Father ? | * 

Cleophas, You ſee yonder a valley, between us and 
that hill ſouthward. 

Pilgrim, I ſee it. 

2 This King erected there a large brazen 
image, to which he gave the name of Baal Jupiter, or 
Naeloch. It was frequently made red hot; and two 

K walls, 
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walls, built on each ſide, to increaſe the fierceneſs of 
the fire. Hither, (would you believe mem could be ſo 
infatuated ?) parents brought their children as offerings 
to that idol, making them paſs through the fire, or 
laying them in the red hot arms of the image, where ' 
they were burned to aſhes. You will readily conceive, 
that all this did not paſs in filence; bur, leſt the pa rents 
| ſhould be affected by the cries of their poor children, 
this horrid rite was attended with beating of drums 
and playing on loud inftruments, and accordingly this 
vale was called Tophet, that is, Drutm-Valley ; alſo 
Gehenna, that is, Murder-Vale. This was a dreadful 
error, and quite repugnant to the nature of God, who, 
| inſtead of ſufferings, violence, and torture, has at heart 
the welfare and comfort of mankind; and to whom 
compaſſion, tenderneſs, and benevolence have always 
been more acceptable than cruelty and murder. If he 
ordered Abraham to ſacrifice his ſon, the event ſhewed 
that it was meant only as a trial of his faith. Yet into 
this unnatural abomination, borrowed from the Am- 
monites and other neighbouring idolaters, King Ahaz 
drew the people, and finned beyond the former Kings 
of Iſrael. OL. 
Pilgrim. After ſuch an atrocious impiety, I conclude 
ſome judgment followed. Cas a) 5 
Cleopbhas. Moſt certainly: For not only 
the King of Syria came up againſt Jeru- 
ſalem, and carried away multitudes to Damaſcus, but 
Pekah, King of Iſrael, defeating Ahaz himſelf in a 
battle, took captive two hundred thouſand women and 
« children. The Edotnites and Philiſtines 
alſo ravaged the country, and plundered 
many cities; and Ahaz himſelf ſeized on many trea- 
. ſures, and ſent them to Tiglath Pileſer, 
. King of the Aſſyrians, to come up and 
help him, that the country every where 
was a ſcene of carnage. No misfortunes could bring 
| him 
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ver. 5-8. 


ver. 17, 18. 


2 Kings 
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him to a right way of thinking, and he died 
amidft his impieties. 

Pilgrim. Diſmal times! when all n of God 

ſeemed extinguiſhed. 
Cleophas. Greece, a ſtranger to the divine law, 
ſeemed now more happy than this corrupted land; 
for Homer, in his fine Poems, ſpread a great light 
among his countrymen. Heſiod alſo wrete a ſyſtem 
of excellent morality, on leaden tables; and his colin 
of the courſes of the heavenly bodies leads to very no- 
ble ideas of the Creator; whilſt in Judah there was a 
deplorable declenſion from true knowledge and reli- 
gion. Yet did God enlighten this profligate age with two 
very diſtinguiſhed luminaries : Iſaiah, who, before that 
idolatrous Prince, Ahaz, uttered this glorious pro- 
phecy : © Behold, a virgin ſhall conceive and bear a 
ſon, and hisname ſhall be called Immanuel, that is, God 
with us.“ Oh, ſacred name; a name rich in conſolations ! 
And yet I have lived to ſee the time. 
Pilgrim. You are all in tears again, Father. It 
gives me pain that I am ſo troubleſome to you. 

Cleophas. I ſay that I have lived to ſee that adorable 
promiſed Son. That expreſſive Prophet has farther de- 
lineated him ſo much to the life, in many places, as if 
he allo had ſeen him in his humiliation on earth, I and 
my cotemporaries know his prediction to be true in 
every point; but of this we ſhall talk hereafter more at 
large. 

Pilgrim. And who was the ſecond luminary 75 
Cleophas. No other than a ſon of the _ Chron. 
prophane Ahaz, named Hezekiah, a prince xxix, xxx, | 

of real piety and goodneſs, a true father Mi. 

and ſhepherd of Iſrael. He aſſembled together the diſ- 
perſed flocks, ſent meſſengers to ſuch as had been car- 
ried away bySalmanaſlar, and celebrated a general Paſſo- 
ver at Jeruſalem with aſtoniſhing magnificence. He 

cleanſed the houſe of the Lord from the abominations 
of his forefathers. He hewed down the groves, which 
KS: had 
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had been ſo delightfully planted to allure the people to 
idolatry; and broke to pieces the images. In a word, 
as his father had been extremely wicked, to the infinite 
detriment of the people, he was goodneſs in the abſtract, 
and promoted their happineſs in every thing; that 
now the ſun, fo long hid from them, ſeemed to be ri- 
ſing again. 

Pilgrim. And in ſuch calamitous times it would be 
the more gladdening. 
Cleophas. There was indeed great joy throughout the 
land, but it was ſoon ſadly embittered : For when this 

Ki ... King had reigned fourteen years very hap- 
35 ge pily, the Aſſyrians overſpread the country 
like locuſts, and took many cities. Their 
King Sennacherib had projected nothing leſs than to 
treat t Jeruſalem, as his father, ten years before, had Sa- 
maria. He ſent a haughty ſummons, with terrible 
threatnings if the city did not immediately open its 
gates to him on his appearance; whilſt his officers 
ſtood in the front of his camp, brandiſhing their ſpears, 
and ſwords, and broad glittering ſhields, in boaſt of 
their Monarch's invincible forces. Hezekiah ſent him 
vaſt treaſures, even to cutting off the gold from the 
doors of the temple ; but nothing would pacify him. 


Pilgrim. What a grief muſt that have been to the 


good Hezekiah | | 
Cleophas.' It was paſt expreſſion: How- 


a = Fo Xx. ever, he took the beſt meaſures for averting 
| the danger ; aſſembling the people to a ſo- 
lemn worſhip, ſpreading Sennacherib's arrogant letters 


before the altar, praying himſelf at the head of the 


aſſembly, and ſending meſſengers to the prophet Iſaiah, 
requeſting his interceſſion. Accordingly Iſaiah aſſured 
him of the divine ſuccour; which ſoon appeared, to 
the great aſtoniſhment and joy of the people of Judah. 

Pilgrim. Did ſome Prince, then, ſend an army to 


relieve Hezekiah ?. 
| Cleophas. 


' 
\ 
by | 
"1 
il 
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Cleophas. The deliverance was wrought 
by one ſingle angel, in one night's time, = 
Pilgrim. This muſt have cauſed a greater joy, than 
if it had been accompliſhed by human means. 
Cleophas. In the evening, nothing but ſighing and 
groaning was heard in the camp of the Aſſyrians. 
Some died at the table where they were revelling, with 
their victuals in their mouths ; another fell backwards 
in his armour ; a third dropped down as he was ſtand- 
ing centry. Some, endeavouring to help their fainting 
neighbours in their tents, fell helpleſs themſelves over 


ver. 35. 


them. The princes and generals, a little before heated 


with wine, ſhivered with cold, and, before a phyſician 
could be fetched, were ſtone dead: And, what was 
moſt, the tidings of the condition of the army could 


not be carried to the King; for no ſooner any came 
out into the open air, than they were inſtantly ſtruck 


down, uſt as if ſhot with fiery darts; that the haughty 
Monarch, with the few remaining, on coming abroad 
the next morning, had a diſmal ſpectacle before them, 
of the fields covered with dead, all in mournful ſilence, 
no drum, or trumpet, or any military noiſe. If he 
knocked at any hut, the anſwer was an expiring ſob 
if he called for attendance, nobody ſtirred; 6 

that, in an agony of terror and deſpair, he 39. 
betook himſelf to a precipitate flight, leaving near two 


hundred thouſand men thus miraculouſly deprived; of 


life: And, ſo wretched is it to put one's truſt in idols, 
he was afterwards murdered by his two 
ſons, in the temple of his fictitious god. 
Pilgrim. A dreadful cataſtrophe, indeed; but a very 
fortunate event for the people of Jeruſalem, who, 


ver. 37. 


Cleophas. They flocked out to ſee the camp of the 
Aſſyrians; and now their hearts, oppreſſed by long 
dejection, were cheared with the wines remaining. 


The ſilk curtains, tapeſtry, rich apparel, gold and ſilver 


veſſels, chains, rings, jewels, and many other things 


K 3 | of 


J ſuppoſe, did not neglect to make the moſt of it. 
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of value, compenſated the poor people for the diſtreſſes 
of the war, in which their lot was ſo ſevere: And King 
Hezekiah, and all the devout perſons within Jeruſalem, 
bleſſed God with one voice for ſuch a deliverance, be- 
fore unheard of, and as a never to be forgotten encou- 
ragement to a firm confidence in God. | 
Pilgrim. This event muſt alſo have given a freſh 
ſtab:lity to the kingdom of Judah. 
Cleophas. It promiſed ſo; but the contrary ſoon de- 
clared itſelf: For this good King dying, 
5 0 after a reign of twenty two years, left the 
| | kingdom to a ſon, who exceeded even his 
randfather in all kinds of enormities. 
Pilgrim. I am really ſorry for ſuch a return of 
calamities. | | 
Cleophas. And I much more; yet, however diſagree- 
able the relating ſuch occurrences is to me, I muſt give 
you ſome account of them, that you may not be ig- 
norant of the cauſes which brought on the deſtruction 
of a city, once the moft glorious of all the cities on 
1 earth. This ſon, whoſe name was Ma- 
ie, nh, being young and thoughtleſs, 
miſled by the falſe Prophets, adopted all the Pagan 
uſages, and departed from God; erected images to 
Baal Jupiter, and other Conſtellations and Planets, and 
worſhiped them as the rulers and diſpoſers of human 
affairs; he addicted himſelf to magic, and foretelling 
by the ſingin? of birds, virtues of plants, and other 
chimeras ; then all his favour was engroſſed by aſtro- 
logers, diviners, and ſorcerers; his ſtupid ſuperſtition 
had even extinguiſhed in him all natural affection; 
cauſing his children to paſs through a dreadful fire in 
honour of Moloch, a maſs of braſs faſhioned into a 
human form, rather than ſuffer them to continue in 
the amiable worſhip inſtituted by David, unſtained by 
human victims, and calculated to the improvement of 
the mind in ſacred knowledge and holineſs. 
Pilgrim. Hornd perverſeneſs! 
Cleopha S. 


| 
| 
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Cleophas. Beſides, he made Jeruſalem as a ſlaughter- 
houſe; and that excellent venerable oldman, Iſaiah, he 
cauſed to be ſawed in two, for reproving his ĩmpiety. 

Pilgrim. Such barbarity ! 

Cleophas. Not a day paſſed without ſeeing ſome 
righteous perſons put to the worſt of deaths, only for 
their attachment to truth, and refuſing to conform to 
the King's frantic idolatry ; z the ſtreets ran with blood, 
for never did tyrant commit ſuch cruelties ; there was 
no eſcaping his fury ; till at length God's vindictive 


juſtice was kindled againſt the abominations of this 
city, and broke out in flames, which no propitiation 


could extinguiſh, 

Pilgrim. By what you fay, this King was worſe than 
the very heathen. 

 Cleophas. Much worſe; indeed all reaſon and hu- 
manity ſeemed to have abandoned Judah, and to have 
ſettled among the heathen; for, about this time ap- 
peared among the Lacedzmonians, that upright le- 
giſlator Lycurgus; and among the Romans, Numa 
Pompilius ; beſides, Philoſophy began to flouriſh in 
Greece, under thoſe reſpectable luminaries, Thales, Pe- 
riander, Cleobulus, Pittacus, Bias, Archilochus, and 
others of the like noble caſt ; whilſt, alas! this city, 
which God had choſen for the reſidence of his glory, 
was as a ſqualid widow, void of every appearance of 
decency, virtue, and religion, and this, Wer through 
the profligacy of the men in power. 

Pilgrim. Surely Heaven did not wink at ſuch enor- 
mities ? +» 

Cleophas. No; Manaſſeh fell into the hands of the 
Aſſyrians, who carried him in fetters to 
Babylon ; but having, in his diſtreſs, nun: 


| bled himſelf before God, with the deepeſt contrition, 


he was reſtored to the throne: And now 
he uſed his power only to do good and 
praiſe-worthy acts, ſuppreſſing. every appurtenance.of 
idolatry, aſſiſting at the pure worſhip of the true God, 
X 4. repairing 


ver. I2, 
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repairing the city, reforming all abuſes, and, to the 
laſt day of his life, ſnewing great zeal to make amends 
for his former impiety. After a reign of fifty five 
years he was ſucceeded by his fon Am- 
. . mon, whoſe profane conduct brought him 
Kings ci. to an untimely end, being, before he had 
2 Chron. reigned two years, killed by his own ſer- 
*, 1, &c. vants; but leaving a ſon called Joſiah, 
then only in his eighth year, who may be ranked 
among the beſt Princes, which reigned over Judah. 
Pilgrim. What changes this kingdom underwent |! 
Cleophas. Indeed ir ſomething reſembled a ſpotted 
beaſt; but I muſt not ſlightly paſs over Joſiah's vir- 
tues: Having from his childhood a ſtrong ſenſe of re- 
ligion, he went in perſon every where, to ſee that all 
2Kingsxxii, Telics of idolatry were totally aboliſhed, and 
XX111, the true worſhip punctually obſerved ; and 


2Chr.xxxv. in beautifying the temple; an old book, 


xxxiv. all mouldy, was found in a corner, full of 


cobwebs, and what ſhould it prove, but the entire Law 


of Moſes; which being read before the King and peo- 
ple, it filled them with joy and zeal for the glory of 
God, that immediately every body was in motion, the 
images were pulled down, the high places levelled, 
the groves hewn down, the places for effeminate ſpec- 


tacles and vicious gratifications, which in the times of 


impiety had been built round the temple, were demo- 
liſhed ; the chariots of the Sun and Moon (dedicated to 
Apollo and Diana,) were broke to pieces, all kinds of 
worſhip of Jupiter, or any other of the heavenly bodies, 
were interdicted; the ſtrange altars, together with 
thoſe erected by Jeroboam to the golden calves, were 
all broke down ; the prieſts, the chief inſtigators to error 
and vice, were ſlain, or, as they had offered multitudes 
of innocent victims to Moloch, were conſumed by fire; 
2 Kings xiii. even their mouldering bodies, their ſkele- 


I, &c. tons were dug up and burned, according 
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to the prediction of Iddo, three hundred and ſirty 


ears before. 

Pilgrim. A thorough zeal, indeed. 

Cleophas. Farther, he gathered together all Iſrael, 
and celebrated the Paſſover with aſtoniſhing ſolemnity, 
that every man's heart ſeemed ſtrengthened afreſh to 
ſerve the Lord with ſtedfaſtneſs ; but alas! _ 
twelve years after this bleſſed reformation, 2 
the pious Joſiah fell in a battle, againſt 
Necho, King of Egypt, who had invaded Syria. In 


him fell the proſperity of Iſrael, and the 


2 Chron. 


glory of Jeruſalem, which ſince has XXXv.20=24- 


never raiſed its head. 
Pilgrim. What an affliction this muſt have been to 


all good perſons at Jeruſalem. 


Cleophas. There was ſuch weeping and wailing, 
ſuch mourning and lamenting on the plains of Me- 
giddo among all ranks, that no words can deſcribe it. 
They wrung tneir hands, rent their garments, lifted up 
their voices to heaven ; the ſingers turned A, 
their mirth into ſadneſs, and played and e 
ſang only melancholy tunes; every one 
gave himſelf up to ſorrow, as for the loſs of a father. 
The prophet Jeremiah himſelf, a moſt heavenly- 


minded man, was extremely affected with the death of 


this good prince, well knowing what woes were coming 
on Judah, when deprived of ſo good a ſhepherd. 

Pilgrim, Did ſuch very calamitous times, then, 
ſucceed ? 

Cleopbas. Oh, Son, it is a heart-breaking ſtory to 
relate: Then what muſt it be to have ſeen that op- 
preſſion, that prophaneneſs, which then began to over- 
ſpread this city and country, till its utter deſtruction. 

Pilgrim. I would willingly be let into ſome know- 


ledge of ſuch remarkable things. 


Cleophas, You muſt know, two potent monarchies, 


Eeybt and Aſſyria, roſe up n each other, with 
| various 
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various fortune; but the country of Judah was ex- 


Res poſed to the ravages of both. Jeoahaz at 
zi: tis time ſat on the throne of his father, 
| the good Joliah ; but the abovementioned 
Necho, 3 a ſecond time, fluſhed with victory, 
0 dethroned him, and carried: him away cap- 

== ag tive, together with immenſe treaſures of 
| all kinds, appointing his brother Jehoi- 
akim King in his ſtead. And after a ſhort interval of 

only four years quiet, Nebuchadnezzar, 
= King of Aſſyria, gave Necho a ſignal de- 
teat near the river Euphrates, and pillaged 

all his terricories as far as the city of Peluſium. This 
whole country trembled for fear, and ſuffered ex- 
tremely from the ſoldiery, whoſe inſatiable avidity 
ſtripped: the people every where of utenſils, money, 
cattle, corn, and every thing valuable. Oh, that this 
Jehotakim had walked in the footſteps of his excellent 
father ! But in cruelty he exceeded. Phalaris, under 
whoſe monſtrous tyranny Agrigentum then groaned. 
And now again the Aſſyrians over-ran the land, and 
forced him to pay tribute, which he did for three years 
ſucceſſively, till the eleventh of his rei 
Pilgrim. I cannot help wondering at the degeneracy 
of the good Jofiah's children. 

Cleopbas. Not one of them in the leaſt took care to 
reſemble his father ; but Jehoiakim was, of all, the 
moſt prophane and wicked, Among innumerable other 
crimes, he ſpilled a great deal of innocent blood. That 
faithful prophet of God, Uriah, was killed by an execu- 
tioner, for repreſenting to him the wickedneſs of his 
proceedings; and the prophet Jeremiah owed his ſafety 
only to flight: For this pious man, unable to ſuppreſs 
his anguiſh at the approaching deſolation of his coun- 
try, ſtood at a gate of the temple, earneſtly preach- 
ing the terrors of the Lord, and foretelling the calami- 
ties which the fins then in vogue would ſoon bring on 
Judah; but in vain. The falſe prophet buoyed up 
the. 


1 
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the people, and ſo incenſed the King againſt Jeremiah, 
that he cut the roll of his Prophecies in pieces, and 
threw them in the fire. But puniſhment ſoon followed 
this prophane indignity; for in the eleventh year of his 
reign, relying on ſupport from Egypt, he refuſed to 
pay the tribute: On which Nebuchadnezzar marched 
towards Jeruſalem with ſuch an army, that the King of 
Egypt durſt not take the field; and Jehoiakim, with- 
out offering the leaſt reſiſtance, opened the gates. In 
ruſhed the ſoldiery, who made horrid carnage among 
the middling and lower claſſes, carrying away alſo mul- 
titudes of captives, eſpecially young perſons of the 
noble or wealthy families. Among theſe D 
were the prophets Daniel and Ezekiel; 
alſo Shadrach, Meſech, and Abednego. King Jehoi- 
akim was loaded with chains, and, with the reſt, car- 
ried to Babylon ; where ſoon after, as Jeremiah had 
foretold, he was killed, and, being dragged out of the 
City like a dead beaſt, was thrown into a pit. The 
temple alſo was again ſtripped of every thing valuable; 
and Jehoiakim, then but eight years old, being de- 
clared his father's ſucceſſor, the whole train of the 
captives were marched out of Jeruſalem ; ſome torn 
from eaſe, honour, and plenty at home, had now nothing 
before their eyes but ſervitude in a foreign country. 
Pilgrim. I ſympathize with their ſufferings, 
Cleophas. Alas, Son, one ſtroke ſucceeded another ; 
for ſcarce were three months over, when the Aſſyrians 
renewed their havock, and, preſenting themſelves be- 
fore Jeruſalem, made a breach in its wall. On a ſum- 
mons, the young King, together with his mother and 
officers of the court, came out of the city with all the 
marks of ſubmiſſion and ſorrow, and were immediately 
ſeized as captives. This. was followed by taking poſ- 
ſeſſion of the city, plundering the temple of what little 
remained in it, and carrying away to Babylon ten 
thouſand of the moſt ſubſtantial citizens,andall the artifi- 
cers, eſpecially thoſe who dealt in implements of war, 
| Now 


An. 1. 


7 4 
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Now what brought all this miſery on Jeruſalem, was 
ſin; had they turned from the evil of their ways, good 
would have dropped down on them like a copious dew; 
but vice was rooted into habit, and neither admonition 
nor puniſhment could prevail over idolatry, and other 
heatheniſh abominations, as too plainly appeared alſo 
in after-times. 75 


Pilgrim. Tam no leſs amazed than grieved. This is, 


indeed, a hiſtory full of ſtriking events. 

Cleaphas. This young Prince having been thus in- 
juriouſly deprived of his royalty, and carried away as 
the conqueror's ſlave, Zedekiah, his father's brother, 
was advanced to the crown, being the twenty ſecond, 


and the laſt King of Judah from Saul; but under his 
adminiſtration things went on in the ſame wretched 


courſe as under the preceding. Jeremiah did not ceaſe 
to cry aloud to the people, exhorting them to ſpeedy 
repentance, and by ſeveral tokens indicating the ap- 
proaching deſtruction of the city; but inſtead of any 
attention paid to him, he was ridiculed and inſulted as 
brainſick, and chiefly by the men of dignity and litera- 
ture. Another piece of Zedekiah's miſconduct was, 
the violating his oath, and revolting againſt the King 


of Babylon ; who, hereupon, was ſoon at the gates of 
Jeruſalem with a prodigious army. In the mean time 


the King of Egypt coming up to Zedekiah's aſſiſtance, 


the Aſſyrian Prince decamped and marched to give 


him battle, Now the falſe prophets triumphed ; Jere- 
miah was a viſionary ; not a ſtone of Jeruſalem ſhould 
be moved out of its place; and all the 
attempts of its enemies end in their own 
confuſion. Theſe wicked men prevailed ſo far, that 
Jeremiah was beaten and thrown into priſon ;z but the 
God, whom he ſerved, preſerved his valuable life. 
Pilgrim. But could the King approve of ſuch in- 


Jerem. xxxvii. 


juſtice? 5 
Cleophas. Alas! In the hands of his nobles he was 


like a woollen rag, to be turned and twined any way; 


a child 
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a child is not more pliable to his tutor's will. But 
now for the ſad upſhot of iniquity and departing from 
the Lord. The King of the Aſſyrians, or Chaldees, as 
ſome writers call him, returned, and inveſted Jeruſalem 
ſo cloſely, that neither cat nor dog could eſcape. Then 
was Zedekiah afraid, and ſent for Jeremiah out of the 
riſon, who declared to him the word of the Lord, and 
that if he did not ſurrender the city, it would be de- 
ſtroyed. Yet in ſuch awe did the King ſtand of his 
nobles, that all the declarations and intreaties of Jere- 
miah were of no avail; and for having ad- 
viſed a ſurrender, the nobles would not let 
the King reſt, till Jeremiah was caſt into a miry dun- 
geon, where he muſt have periſhed by filth and hun- 
ger, had not a pious courtier zealouſly ſollicited his 
releaſe, 
Pilgrim. How much faithful prophets ſuffer for 
declaring wholeſome truths ; and a people, when under 


Jer. XXXviii. 


wicked governors! For the diſtreſs in the city may be 


ſuppoſed very great. 

Cleophas. Say, rather, horrible and ſhocking to na- 
ture. The famine increaſed ; the poor lay dying in the 
ſtreets ; their cadaverous faces, their emaciated bodies, 


their trembling joints ſpoke their caſe. The children 


cried for bread, and there was none to give them. In- 
fants expired at the breaſts, which now yielded no 
more milk : Skins, roots, any thing that could be 


found was greedily eaten. Perſons brought up in de- 


licacy had not a bit of mouldy bread. The famiſhed 


burghers, dragging their ſpears, crawled to their ſta- 


tions as centinels; whilſt the enemy, having plenty of 


all things, carried on their aſſaults with never- ceaſing 


fury. This deplorable famine produced a peſtilence. 


The lanes and ſtreets were ſtrewed with corpſes, the 
ſurvivors being too weak to bury the dead. One ſaw 


his father, the other his mother, ſiſter, brother, or inti- 


mate friend dying in the moſt extreme miſery. Let, 


amidſt all theſe calamities, this poor blinded people 
| 5 could 
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could not ſee, that the cauſe of them was vice and pro- 
phaneneſs, as Jeremiah had ſtrongly repreſented to 
them. 
Pilgrim. How long laſted this diſtreſsful ſiege * ? 
Cleophas. About eighteen months. 
Pilgrim. It is natural to think they would have hear- 
kened to Jeremiah, and ſurrendered in time. 
Cleophas. They were always in hopes that the Chal- 
... deans would have raiſed the ſiege; for the 
—_—_ prophets kept them up in ſuch a per- 
ſuaſion. Never fear, (ſaid they) God will protect 
his people. This is the Lord's Kr hg the place he 
has choſen for ſacrifices to be offered to him. Never 
will God permit that it ſhall be deſtroyed : Rather is it 
to be expected, that the veſſels, which have been carried 
hence, ſhall be reſtored ; for this is the reſidence of his 
name and of his glory. „Thus they ſpirited up the 
people, famiſhed as they were, to a vigorous reſiſtance, 
which occaſioned great effuſions of blood; for the 
enemy, both by ſtratagems and open force, puſhed the 
fiege without giving quarter, ſo that few eſcaped, except 
thoſe who, according to Jeremiah's former counſel, 
went over to the enemy : But theſe were looked on as 
traitors to Judah, and the prophet himſelf was reputed 
no better. 
Pilgrim. A ſpecious ſelf deceit ! But was it not of 
infinitely more concern to defend the temple of their 
hearts from fin, than the outward temple. from the 
Chaldæans? : 
Cleophas. Ay, had they minded that, they would 
alſo have ſaved the outward, for all God required of 
them was, to keep a clean heart. Bur let 
us haſten to the end. The beſieged being, 
xxxvi. by famine, incapable of any farther efforts, 
* 872805 he Chaldzans, one night, making a ge- 
neral aſſault, forced their way into the 
city. The King, on chis, together with his wives, 
children, officers, and guards, immediately fled through 
a breach, 


— 
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a breach, along a deep valley, towards yonder wilder- 
neſs in the Eaſt, interſperſed with eminences. But 
there is no eſcaping the hand of God; the Chaldæan 
troops came up with him in the wilderneſs near 
Jericho, and carried him and his attendants to Nebu- 
chadnezzar, then at Riblath in Syria, where now 
ſtands Antioch. Imagine theſe poor creatures driven 
along, late and early, over hills and vallies; the muddy 
ponds through which they paſſed were a ſad memento | 

of the mire where Jeremiah had ſuffered ſo much, 
only for endeavouring to reclaim them from thoſe fins 
which had involved them in their preſent calamities, 
and he, to ſtrengthen his admonitions, had foretold. 
Pilgrim. But what muſt have been the condition of 
the city. | 
Cleophas. Indeed, my heart relents to relate it : 
None were ſpared, neither ſex, age, nor rank were 
minded; the exulting ſoldiers ran about the city, ſtabbing 
and ſabreing all that came in their way ; children were 
fixed to the points of ſpears; the ſtreets were covered 
with the mangled bodies of venerable old men ; the 
ſanctuaries ran with the blood of prieſts. Worſe ſtill 
was the fate of multitudes of women, firſt objects of 
the ſoldiers luſt, then victims to their barbarity; the 
young perſons their avarice ſpared to ſell for ſlaves ; 
every ſtreet rang with drums and trumpets, mingled 
with ſcreams and outcries of the miſerable people, 
begging, in vain for mercy. The rage of ſlaughter 
being ſatiated, all who remained were bound with cords, 
and driven away like ſheep: The High Prieſt was 
dragged out of his aſylum, the nobles from their 
palaces, and the wealthy citizens, inſtead of their com- 
fortable houſes, were thruſt together i into huts. Their 
rich furniture they ſaw broken to pieces, or a prey to 
the flames; the plate, the jewels, the gold chains and 
rings, amaſſed by ufury, now divided as ſpoils among 
their inſulting conquerors ; the temple itſelf was no 
more ſpared than a common building, every rich de- 
coration 
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coration hewn down; the molten ſea, the golden 
covering, the whole ſanctuary, Solomon's gold 
and filver veſſels and utenſils, together with all 
the treaſures in the King's houſe, were loaded on 
_ horſes, camels, and mules, and carried away to the 
Aſſyrian camp. A heart-breaking fight to thoſe who 
lately had revelled in pride and luxury; the pil- 
lage being finiſhed, the enemy proceeded to demoliſh 
the walls, and gates, and that ſplendid temple. 
Pilgrim. It is enough, Father, that the Jews of 
thoſe times wept for this deſolation, acquieſce in the 
diſpenſations of divine juſtice, and proceed in your 
narrative. 

Cleophas. ] ſay, that ſplendid temple, which, during 
four hundred and twenty ſeven years, had been a crown 
of glory to Judah, and the admiration of all nations, 
was ſet on fire, and with its flames were mingled thoſe 
of ſtately palaces and other edifices; in a word, for 
the ſubject is too melancholy to dwell on, ſuch was 
the conflagration, that of the whole city, all that re- 
mained ſtanding was ſome fragments of lofty walls, as 
monuments of 1ts antient grandeur. | 

Pilgrim. To what changes are all worldly things 
ſubject! 
Cleepbar. Yes, for at the ſame time the vaſt city of 
: Nineveh, in Aſſyria, was deſtroyed by Cyareres, Hg 
of the Medes. 

Pilgrim. But previous to any foreign hiſtory, in- 
form me what became of the unfortunate Zedekiah. 

Cleophas. His fate was deplorable indeed; at his 
appearance before Nebuchadnezzar, who ſat. on a 
glittering throne, amidſt his nobles and warriors, 
after being reproached for his perfidy, in violating his 
oath, and revolting againſt the King; his children, one 
| after another, were killed before his face, by a com- 
mon executioner, that none of his offspring might be 
left to ſucceed to the crown; under the agonies which 


this ſpectacle mult have excited, the ſame executioner 
| ſeized 
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ſeized him, and put out his eyes; thus he, who when 
ſeeing was ſpiritually blind, now, in his blindneſs, 
ſaw his errors, and how fatally he had been miſled by 
the falſe Prophets. The next victims were the High 


| Prieſt Serajah, and Zephaniah, the ſecond in rank, who 


were beheaded. A like ſentence was executed on the 


King's Chancellor and Chamberlain, together with 


three Captains of the Temple; ſeven Counſellors: of 
State alſo loſt their heads, for having diſſuaded the 
King, when of himſelf inclinable to have followed 
Jeremiah's advice. Nor was the King's cruelty ſatisfied, - 
with ſo many illuſtrious deaths; ſixty more Nobles of 

the firſt rank- ſuffered in the ſame manner, the King 


all the while looking on with a ſupercilious inſenſi- 


bility. The bulk of the people remaining, were, as had 
been propheſied, driven like cattle, to the country of 
Babylon. Such was the period of the Kingdom of 
Judah, near five hundred years after Saul, in the. 


forty-third Olympiad.of the Greek Chronology ; Ne- 


buchadnezzar being King of Aſſyria, and Tarquinius 


Priſcus of Rome, which had been built a hundred and 


forty-five years, and then bid fair for great proſperity ; 


as alſo the city of Carthage, founded by a Princeſs 


named Dido, a hundred and fifty ſix years before Rome. 
Pilgrim. You told me, Father, that God had pro- 
miſed David an everlaſting and unperiſhable kingdom; 
and here we ſee it brought to an end: Nay, the Hea- 
thens, who never had any ſuch promiſe, ſeem to have 
been more proſperous than the children of Iſrael. 
Cleophas. To ſhort- ſighted man it may appear ſo : 
yet, in the very height of all theſe calamities, was 
this promiſe renewed, both by Iſaiah, Jeremiah, and 
other Prophets; and not only in Judea, but even at 
Babylon, in a time of exile, captivity, and oppreſſion ; 


the time, place, and every circumſtance ſpecified z how, 


when, and where, was to be born that wonderful King, 


by whom the ſceptre of Judah ſhould be reſtored : 


And it has alſo been fulfilled in every particular; how- 
1 +} „„ 
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ever to you, as ſeeing me, a poor old man, weeping 
among ruins, it may ſeem incredible. To you is un- 


| known what has ariſen from the aſhes of this Phoenix, 

and the wonderful things ſpoken of by thoſe who ex- 
pect ſuch a Kingdom. How, Son ! would you have one 

misfortune to be continually treading on the heels of 


another? Defect to follow on defect? Do not you ſee 
that all things tend to renewal and ſtability ? and you 
would imagine that, which God had in all ages pro- 
miſed to the Saints, to have been fulfilled in the former 
defectuous ſtate. So has this corrupt race continued to 
aſſert, and in the blindneſs of their underſtandings per- 
ſecuted and maſſacred God's s people: But the particu- 


lar recollection of that horrible cataſtrophe, under 


which Jeruſalem ſunk, quite overpowers me. 
Pilgrim. I know, F ather, grief hurts you much; 


therefore you ſhall ſee, I'Il patiently wait the order of 


your relation. I long to hear what happened to this 
people and country Ty? to the preſent ſtate and 


condition. 


Cleopbas. Well may I ſay, with the benevolent Jere- | 
miah, Oh that my head were waters, and 

leren. . mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might 
weep day and night for the flain of my people! For of 
the like calamities which he ſaw, have I alſo been an 
eye witneſs ; but, according to your deſire, I return to 


the order of my narrative. Know then, firſt, that this 


revolution was matter of great joy among the common 
people : as now, inſtead of being oppreſſed by the No- 


| bility and by uſurers, to whom their neceſſities often 


obliged them to have recourſe, parcels of Jand and 
whole villages were given to them; thus 


Jerem. . they, who uſed to toil for ſcanty wages, 


were now building barns and ſtore-houſes for laying 
the various products of their eſtates. No cry of 


diſtreſs was now heard; all places ſhewed plenty, und 
- a chearful enjoyment of it; and nothing ſeemed to 
hinder but this happy ſtate might have 2 had 


not 
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not ſeme leading men of the Jews treacherouſly mur- 

dered Gedaliah, the Chaldzan Governor, and after- 
wards, contrary to Jeremiah's advice, gathering the 
people together, fled into Egypt, fearing the Chaldæans; 


they forcibly carried that good man with them, and 
began to ſet up the former idolatry, Theſe were enor- 
mities which he could not connive at; and his re- 
monſtrances galling their conſciences, they ſtoned him 


to death. Thus the country, as had been propheſied, | 


lay waſte ſeventy years. 


Pilgrim. But what became of the Jews at Babylon I 


Cleophas. That is well minded: But do not you ob- 


ſerve, that night is coming on? 


Pilgrim, I am ſo delighted with your converſation, 
that, were it not too much for you, I could wiſh the 
day three times as long. 


 Cleophas. For my part, I could go through it, but 
in every thing moderation is beſt; and to-morrow 


morning, if you are ſo inclined, we will meet in this 


ſame place, and proſecute our ſubject. In the mean 


time, if you will take up with ſuch entertainment as 
my houſe affords, you may depend on a hearty wel- 


come. I live no farther off than yonder, cloſe by that 
high wall. | | 
Pilgrim. Father, you treat me with, a courteſy far 
beyond any thing I deſerve; no body can be better. 
pleaſed with your company than I am : But it will be 
moſt proper for me to be alone, and I ſhall employ 


my ſolitude in reflecting on what have already heard. 


I ſhall find ſome ſhelter or other; and I am fo de- 


ſirous of knowing the end of this aſtoniſhing hiſtory, 
that you may be aſſured of my keeping to your ap- 


pointment. 


Cleophas. A great deal of matter ſtill remains, and, 1 


promiſe myſelf, nothing worth your information mall 


eſcape me. Well ſeeing you are inclined to be left to 


your own thoughts, I will not trouble you with any 


preſſing invitations, for by ſuch —— © 
N L 2 - + 
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it ee happens, that good diſcourſe is inter- 
rupted; one urging, and the other refuſing. It ſuffices 
to ſhew, once for all, that it is a pleaſure to us to en- 
tertain a worthy mind. It is my way in all things to 
be as plain as poſſible, and have but one word. 
Pilerim. That is juſt my way of thinking ; now, ö 
Father, let me help you up. 

Cleophas. Oh — Tou muſt not wonder that my old 
jñoints are a little ſtiff. 

Pilgrim. I wonder much more that you ' preſerved 
ſuch an activity at your uncommon age. A hundred 
and twenty years! Why you may go a great way, and 
not meet with your equal, Well, my dear Father, 
I heartily wiſh you a good night; God be with you. 
Clcophas. I thank you, Son! The like to you. 


DIA- 
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0 ontaining the ſpace of 605 years, namely, from 
| the Babyloniſh Captivity to the nr of our 
oh yes: Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt. 


Pi grim. Onder is the good old man already 
Y ſitting on Mount Sion, with his filver 


beard. I wonder how he gets there 10 
rently for to me, from this plain here to the top of 
the hill ſeems not leſs than eight hundred feet per- 
pendicular height, Then the way is encumbered with 
nettles and ſtones : But good will and zeal level all diffi- | 
culties, I ſee his. eye is towards me; and he ſeems 
ready to oblige me with a farther account of the grear 
events which he has treaſured up in his memory. 
Good morrow, Father ! May the divine light ſhine on 
your heart, as the glorious ſun now irradiates the earth, 

Cleophas. The beſt of Wes, Son! But are not 
you lateiſh ? 

Pilgrim. Why, indeed, in walking about the city, 
and viewing the noble remains, I had a little torgot 
myſelf. The multitude of grand ruins, which now, I 
perceive, are haunted by owJ8, crows, and ſwallows, 
have whetted my defire to know the final concluſion of 
the hiſtory of a city, which once muſt have been of an 
amazing magnificence; and as you have related to 
me its viciſſitudes till its firſt deſtruction, together 
with the carrying away of the children of Iſrael into 
Babylon, I could wiſh you would go on with ſome 
parriculars of the ſtate and condition of that people 
among their new, maſters. + 

Cleophas. There it was where 4 we broke off. You 
will ard think i in what plight thoſe captives muſt 
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have been, carried ſome hundreds of miles from their 
own country. Every thing had now a different ap- 
pearance ; hills, rivers, fields, woods, animals, dreſs, 
cuſtoms. They were looked on diſdainfully, and their 
treatment was 5K They ſaw dumb idols worſhip- 
ed, in contempt of the one God. Their own rites, - 
were the ſubject of mockery; they themſelves inſulted 
and ridiculed for worſhiping a Deity, who had not 
been. able to protect them. This was an extreme 
affliction to the more conſiderate. Now they ſaw in 
themſelves fulfilled, what David had long before pro- 
pheſied, that they ſhould hang their harps on the 
willows, and think on Jeruſalem with tears. They 
were ſtung to the heart for their profligate abuſe of 
time in the days of proſperity. They lamented, 

wringing their hands: Oh Jeruſalem, Oh ! our ſanc- 
tuary, how art thou laid waſte and defiled! Oh good 
Jeremiah, how affectionately didſt thou counſel and 
forewarn us; but we deſpiſed thee ! Oh could we re- 
cover palt time! Were we reſtored to our former ſtate, 
how would we behave! with what aſſiduity and fervour 
ſerve our God, love one another, and punctually ob- 
ſerve all the ordinances of the Law!” Vain remorſe! 
and vows, too probably, ariſing only from a ſharp ſenſe 
of their wretchedneſs. They were now in the hands of 
the Chaldaans; to them they were to bow, them 
they were to ſerve, and ſubmit to their caprice and 
haughtineſs : And ſuch irkſome ſervitude would na- 
turally obtrude on their minds the ſad remembrance of 
their former abuſes of God's goodneſs, their revels, 
their ſpectacles, their avarice, their oppreſſion, their 


other abominations. Stripped of their wealth, they 
now ſaw in themſelves all the miſerable ſtate of 8 
poor, whom their pitileſs uſury had exhauſted ; they 
felr in themſe]ves the anguiſh which their blindneſs — 
obduracy had cauſed to the holy prophets, contemptu- 
out]y turning the deaf ear to them. Now they grieved 
and 


* 


voluptuouſneſs, their violences, their homicides, and 
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and vowed, wept and wn when their caſe was irre- 


mediable. 
Pilgrim. 1 ſhould rather think, from your aſia; 


that it were much better for hom to be thus chaſtiſed, 


than to have continued in a diſſolute proſperity. 


Cleopbas. That is no bad obſervation, Son; for God 
xermits. all things to fall out for man's greateſt good. 
It would have been better, had they never given oc- 


caſion for ſuch chaſtiſement. 
Pilgrim. Agreed; but I have another queſtion. 


Were they not compelled to worſhip the idols of the 


country ? | 
Cleophas. This opens a new ſcene of wonders. This 


King, Nebuchadnezzar, had reduced the Ammonites, 
Moabites, Egyptians, and the whole coaſt of Libya as 
far as Spain; and, aſcribing ſuch ſignal ſucceſſes to 
Jupiter Belus, the idol of his anceſtors, he Dan 
reſted to it a huge golden image, with a 7, "on 
proclamation that every one ſhould fall down and 
worſhip it, and the recuſants be thrown into a fiery 
furnace. You may well think how this affected the 
Jews, who would rather have died than complied. 
The Nobility, and particularly three youths, who had 
been brought captives with Jehoiakim, were firſt prac- 
tiſed upon. The King threatened, and they refuſed. 
They were ſhewn the flaming furnace, Even by that 
they were not intimidated. On which the King, ſcarce - 
_ poſſeſſing himſelf through rage, ordered them to be 
bound and thrown in; when, behold ! the fire, that de- 


ſtroying element, made no hurtful impreſſion on theſe * E 


_ magnanimous youths... Their bands fell off, and they 
walked ferenely together amidſt the flames, as in a cool 
embowered alley ; and inſtead of the ſhrieks and out- 
cries expected from fuch a place of torture, the vaſt 
furnace reſounded with ſtrains of chearful melody; and 
_ inſtead of the wide-blazing flames, were ſeen the re- 

fplendent beams of an angelic form. Such wonders 
could Bot fail of making 6 impreſſion | 
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on the King, and thus ſaved not only the three youths 
from death, but probably the whole race of the Jews 
from utter extermination; and by the moſt torturing 
deaths which idolatrous bigotry could invent. 

Pilgrim. Theſe things were unqueſtionably the ef- 
fects of a divine ſuperintendency in their favour. 
1 Cleophas. From a ſimilar danger the 

28 prophet Daniel was alſo delivered ſome 
years after; being, for his attachment to the ſacred re- 
ligion, thrown among a troop of lions, which immedi- 
ately were ſeen to become as lambs, playing before him, 
fawning on him, and licking his feet: And this did not 
proceed from their not being hungry, but their voracity 
was reſtrained, and a gentleneſs infuſed into them ; till 
the King, being by this miracle convinced that the God 
whom Daniel worſhiped was the true God, ordered 
his adverſaries to be thrown in, when the lions imme- 
diately ſhewed themſelves lions, tearing them to pieces 
and devouring them, with a rage as if never to be ſa- 
tiated. | 
Pilgrim. How gloriouſly God diſtinguiſhes his 
faithful ſervants! 

Cleophas. He alſo was fo eminently endued with 
wiſdom and knowledge, that the magicians, aſtro- 
logers, counſellors, ſcribes, and other learned men, 
whom Kings uſed to entertain about their court, owned 
their great inferiority to Daniel. To him nothing was 
difficult or obſcure. Many ſignal events he clearly 
foretold; not only relating to the Jews, the rebuilding 
and deſtruction of this city, the advent and office of the 
true Meſſiah, his everlaſting kingdom, and his appear- 
| ance at the final judgment; but alſo, jn the moſt 
perfect manner, did he predict and indicate the ſuc- 
ceſſion of the moſt noted pagan monarchies, their na- 
ture and conſtitution, their commencement and dura- 
tion; and all this ſo preciſely and perſpicuouſly, that his 
book. had much more the air of a hiſtory than of a 
4 And though, at this time, Solon and other 
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| philoſophers were deſervedly in high eſteem among the 
Greeks, yet will they not bear a compariſon with the 
inſpired Daniel. His life was remarkable alſo for its 
length; for Nebuchadnezzar was ſuc- : ; 
ceeded by his ſon Evilmerodach, who ſet aLings —_ 
Jehoiakim, King of Judah, at liberty, and | 
filled the throne. thirty years: After him reigned Bel- 
ſhazzar, a profane luxurious prince, who, 1, 
to inhance the ſplendor of one of his 
revels, cauſed the ſacred veſſels of the temple to be 
uſed; but in the height of his oſtentation God fignified 
to him, that both his life and crown would ſoon be 
taken from him. Daniel, outliving thoſe monarchs, 
was loaded with favours by Darius the Mede; and, 
towards the end of his life, he immortalized his name in 
the Eaſt, by a moſt ſtately ſtructure at Ecbatana, the 
capital of Media; as it ſtill, in its unperiſhable ſplen- 
dor, ſhews the fragility of that ſpirit which ſhone ſo 
gloriouſly in Daniel. | 15 | 

Pilgrim. Bleſſed man! But concerning Belſhazzar's 
* loſing his kingdom, I could wiſh to hear ſome of the 
_ circumſtances, | | WY i 

Cleophas. I ſhall be very ſuccinct on this head, con- 
fining myſelf to what is moſt material, There was a 
King in Media called Aſtyages, who ordered that the 
infant, of which his daughter was delivered, ſhould be 
expoſed to the beaſts of the foreſt; it having been pro- 
pheſied, that he would prove the overthrow of the 
kingdom: But the officer, charged with this cruel 
commiſſion, ſo far from executing it, privately brought 
up the child. Cyrus, for ſuch was his name, being 
grown up, and informed of the prophecy and his 
grandfather's intentions, applied to. King Darius, by 
whoſe aſſiſtance he drove Aſtyages out of Media, and, 
puſhing his ſucceſs, ſuddenly broke into Babylon, at 
the very time when Belſhazzar was profaning the ſa- 
cred veſſels at a banquet. This puniſhment was no- 
tified to him by a hand writing ſome characters on the 
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wall, which none of his wiſe men could explain; till 
Daniel, being conſulted, laid open their fatal impo 
| Accordingly, that night Belſhazzar fell by the bes, 
and in him ended the Aſſyrian monarchy, which, from 
Nimrod, had ſubſiſted ſixteen hundred and thirty ſix 
years, in an uninterrupted ſucceſſion of thirty eight 
Sovereigns. This was the æra of the Perſian monar- 
chy, under the noble Cyrus its founder ; who, with 
irreſiſtible valour, penetrated into Aſia, Syria, E las | 
and Armenia, and among other princes ſubdued 

ſus, King of Lydia, the richeſt monarch of all his co- 
temporaries. 

Pilgrim. The ſurprizing revolutions in the flutes of 
this world ! But as meaſures often change with Sove- 
reigns, furely the Jews muſt have been, in ſome mea- 
ſure, gainers or loſers by theſe mutations. | 

Cleophas. They were great gainers, as you call it ; 
' 2Chron. for Cyrus, in the very firſt year of his 
XXXV1. 22,23. reign, which was the ſeventieth of the 
Eæra i. & i. Captivity, diſcharged the Jews from their 
exile, and not 20 cauſed the ſacred veſſels to be re- 
ſtored to them, but commanded them to rebuild both 
the temple and city of Jeruſalem, aſſuring them of all 
requiſite aſſiſtance on his part. The Jews, with inex- 
preſſible tranſports of joy, aſſembled from all parts, 
under Zorobabel, grandſon to Jehoiakim, King of Ju- 
dah; and being in number between forty. and fifty 
thouſand, beſides women and children, men and maid 
ſervants, together with a multitude of camels, horſes, 
mules, and aſſes, laden with gold and filver, furniture, 
utenſils, and eſpecially the veſſels of the ſanctuary, they 
marched from Chaldza to this city, which then lay all in 
ruins, as at preſent: And after a toilſome journey of 
above five hundred miles, through foreſts, wilderneſſes, 
mountains, alſo cities, towns, and cultivated countries, 
preſerved by God's eſpecial kindneſs, they at length 
came in ſight of Jeruſalem. At this they ſet up re- 
pzared ſhouts, rere with trumpets, fackbuts, 


cornets, 9 


* 
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cornets, harps, plaſter, yang, and W token of a 


thing was carried on with inceſſant dif- 


| meſſengers came from ſome neigbouring 


exultation. 
Pilgrim. I ſeem to partake of their 3 joy. But how did 2 


| they proceed ? 


Cleophas. No ſooner were the beaſts unladen and 


turned to graſs, than the iron crows, mattocks, and 


pick- axes were at work to dig up the old foundations; 


and lines were drawn, under the direction of the old 


men, who pointed out, Here ſtood this, and reached 
ſo far; and there that ;” a tear now and then falling down 
their cheeks, at the ſight of ſo many affecting objects. 

The carpenters, opening their cheſts, whetted their 


axes and ſharpened their ſaws ; the ſtonecutters were 
no leſs buſy ; and, on all ſides, the ſmiths and nailors 


were heard. The high prieſt Jeſua, with other princi- 


pal men, ſuperintended the works, and animated the 


artificers ; though their zeal was of itſelf ſuch, as to 


want no incentives or exhortations. Every 
10—13. 
patch; and, on the foundation of the tem- 


ple being finiſhed, the air rang with the ſounds of 


_ trumpets, cymbals, ſackbuts, and harps, and every 
_ muſical inſtrument, mingled with the joyful acclama- 


mations of the people; whilſt the more aged, who 


had ſeen the firſt temple, wept at the great diſparity. 


Pilgrim. Strange contrariety of paſſions | 
Cleophas. But, alas, the inſtability of human affairs 


Their gladneſs was ſoon overcaſt with a cloud of 
ne | 


Pilgrim. How 'G; >. 

Cleophas, When the temple was s pre fas advanced, | 
princes, jealous of the Jews, with orders, REY 
under the ſevereſt penalties, to ceaſe rebuilding the 
city, -ci cs; 

Pilgrim. Sad, indeed! But how cock they preſume 
to countermand what Wenn nag on only permitted 


but ordered? p- <1 
Cleophas, 
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Cleopbas. That prince, after prodigious ſucceſſes, 
was at laſt defeated by Tomyris, Queen of the Scy- 
thians, who cut off his head, and plunged it in a veſſel 
filled with blood, ſaying, As blood has always been 
thy delight, now gorge thyſelf with it ;” thus revenging 
the death of her ſon and all his nobles, who had a little 
before been killed in a battle- againſt Cyrus. This 
great prince was ſucceeded by his fon Cambyſes, who, 
being a voluptuous tyrant, was eaſily wrought on by 
the Samaritans and other enemies of the Jews; but af- 
ter a reign of only ſix years, his horſe ſtumbling he fell 
. fi on his own ſword. The advancement of 
Darius Hyſtaſpes, a wiſe and virtuous” 
prince, to the throne of that monarchy, revived the 
depreſſed ſpirits of God's people, who, being farther 
encouraged by the prophets Haggai and Zachariah, 
fell to building; and herein their enemies could not 
moleſt them, having Cyrus's patent on their ſide, be- 
ſides the public countenance of Darius, who had pro- 
moted Zorobabel to be his cup-bearer. | 
Pilgrim. Now, I hope, the — goes forward 


without any interruption. _ 
Cleophas. The temple was finiſhed in 


1 the ſixth year of Darius, and conſecrated 
with great ſolemnity; but the walls and moſt part of 
the city ſtill lay in ruins, partly through inability and 
want of ſufficient protection. Afterwards, in the reign 
of Xerxes, who had ſucceeded Darius, Ezra the ſcribe, 
a perſon of extraordinary abilities, came to Jeruſalem, 
bringing with him a great number of people, and much 
riches. He was ſoon followed by Nehemiah, chief 
Neh. i, il il. cupbearer to Artaxerxes; who, being i in- 
; formed of the city's diſtreſs, obtained the 
King's leave to go thither. Theſe glorious patriots 
gave e themſelves no reſt till the walls of Jeruſalem were 
completely repaired, and the gates hung. They alſo 
cauſed the people to be inſtructed in the Book of the 
Law, and fettled every thing on the beſt footing. 
OE) 
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They alſo, ſword in hand, oppoſed their 255 


Neh. iv, V, ö 


envious enemies, and baffled all their plots. i, K. 
and devices. In a word, more good did 


they do to the Jewiſh people, t than Junius Brutus and 


Lucius Collatinus had, thirty years before, to the Ro- 


mans, aboliſhing the regal government after a term of 
two hundred and forty four years under ſeven Kings ; 
at which period Rome began to be governed by Con- 
ſuls, as the Jews by Princes and High Prieſts. Of the 
former, the firſt was Reſah Meſullam, of the. tribe of 
Judah; of the latter, Joiakim, of the tribe of Levi. 


Under theſe lived Malachi, a prophet ;. and, as the laſt 


of that ſacred claſs, he has Propheſied concerning theſe 


and other times to come. 


Pilgrim. So the light of prophecy now withdrew, 


and, as it were, ſealed itſelf up. 


Cleophas. Les: But God did not forſake the world, 
ſo as to withold from it all manner of teaching and in- 


ſtruction; the beams of divine teſtimonies ſhone very 


eloriouſly among the Pagans; for, not to mention the 
famous prophecies of the Sibyls, a great number of 
philoſophers in Italy, Greece, and Perſia, as Simonides, 

Pythagoras, the laughing Democritus and weeping 


Heraclitus, expoſed the folly of moſt human wiſhes, 
and the blindneſs and evils of our paſſions, at the fame 


time exhorting them to place their happineſs in reli- 


gious and moral duties. And of the emptineſs and 


fragility of worldly grandeur, theſe times afforded two 
ſtriking inſtances; Xerxes, who, in a mad expedition 
againſt Greece, threw away an army of ten hundred 
thouſand men; and Themiſtocles, who, after ſaving 
Athens by the defeat of that multitude, was baniſhed. 

Pilgrim. Now, Father, if you pleaſe, let us hear 
farther of the Jewiſh concerns. 

Cleophas. And they contain particulars not unworthy 


notice; for that people, now rejoicing in the exerciſe 
of their religion, and the enjoyment of eaſe and free- 
dom at home, after a harſh ſervitude in a foreign 


country, 
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country, were on the point of being extirpated root and 
branch. | 
Pilgrim. Surely they did not return to their former 
provoking i impieties. | 5 
Cleophas. The caſe was this. Xerxes had been ſuc- 
Eh. i eeded by his fon Artaxerxes Longima- 
„ß Vaio Alec Ahaſuerus,) who, repudia- 
ting his Queen Vaſhti, married a Jewiſh maiden, called 
Eſther. Mordecai, her uncle, not paying to Haman, 
Char ji. tbe King's favourite, the homage required, 
1 this haughty courtier ſurreptitiouſly ob- 
tained an order for ſlaying, on a fixed day, all the Jews, 
young and old, and of both ſexes, wherever they were 
found. Imagine the conſternation and agonies of a 
people, thus, by royal authority, devoted to deſtruction ; 
the mutual lamentation of parents and children, of 
huſbands and wives; whilſt the enemies of the Jews in- 
ſulted over them, and prepared weapons for the 
maſſacre. But all moderate perſons openly ſaid, The 
King's goodneſs had been ſurprized, and exclaimed 
againſt the inhuman adviſer of ſuch a decree.” Now 
the Jews had nothing but death before their eyes; when, 
behold, God, who is wonderful in all his works, averts 
the danger. Scarce had the order reached the fartheſt 
borders of the land, when freſh expreſſes, who had been 
ſtrictly commanded to uſe all poſſible expedition, bring 
advice of a revolution at court; That Haman, at whoſe 
inſtigation the order had been iſſued, was hanged on a 
.. gallows above ſeventy foot high; that 
Chap. vii. 
Mordecai, who had given information of 
a plot againſt the King's life, was advanced to the high- 
eſt honours ; and that, at the requeſt of Queen Eſther, 
the former order was repealed, and, in caſe of any 
injury offered to the Jews, they were 
allowed to repel force by force.” This, their 
enemies, at firſt, refuſed to = till they had the 
mortification of ſeeing it forma ubliſhed. On this 
ſignal deliverance, a ſacred writer e ours anne: 2 
EWS 


Chap vili. 


- bt 


- 


” 


fd 


Jews fell upon them,” 

Pilgrim. Men being apt to be lifted up with proſ- 
perity, did not the Jews entertain ſome hopes that 
their former monarchy would be reſtored ? 


Cleopbas. Very ſmall ground was there for any ſuch 
conceits. Indeed, the government of their prieſts 


went on in quiet and good order. Eliaſib, who had 


ſucceeded Jehoiakim in that office, held it above forty 


years; and, on his deceaſe it was conferred on Jehoi- 
ada, Yet, from the natural mutability of all worldly 
things, this was no ſure foundation for any higher 
hopes; for, omitting the bloody wars which exhauſted 
Greece, that country was afflicted with a ſtrange peſti- 


| lence; the hands, the feet, and even the head of ſome | 
dropping off: Great numbers, impatient of the burn- 


ing heat which attended this diſtemper, threw them- 
ſelves into any waters, where they miſerably periſhed, 


Other countries alſo groaned under wars and other de- 
leterious calamities. Amidſt ſuch ſudden changes and 
ſuch accumulated miſeries, what encouragement. for 
hope? On which account Socrates, Hippocrates, Ari- 


ſtophanes, and other philoſophers of theſe times, taught, 


that the good of the ſoul demanded our chief attention; 
and their dogmas they recommended by their ſhining 


emen 


Pilgrim. IT he good of the 9 5 however, is not to - 


be neglected. 


Cleophas. To be ſure ; and the hiſtories I am 1 85 
lating to you chiefly turn on the concerns of the body. 
worldly proſperity and adverſity, yet as documents to 


bring us finally to the permanent felicity of the ſoul. 
Pilgrim. What became of the Perſian monarchy ? 
Cleophas. Longimanus dying, after a reign of forty 


four years, the crown devolved to Darius Nothus, in 


1 8 * e was made Ruler of the 
Jews; 8 


. - 1 

- 
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; Jews had- light, and gladneſs, and joy, and honour, 
and in every town a feaſt and a good day; and the 
people of the land became Jews, and the ry of the 


LES F 
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Jews; which dignity he held fifty three years. Nothus 
was ſucceeded by Artaxerxes Mnemon, who, after 


giving his brother Cyrus a deciſive defeat, reigned 


thirty ſix years. After him Ochus ſat on the Perſian 
throne twenty ſix years, and made very conſiderable 


conqueſts. N 
Pilgrim. Certainly many merh things muſt 


have happened in theſe times. 


Cleophas. Many, indeed. But what fignify to us the 


"3 ranſacking of Rome by the Gauls, the great Philo- 


ſophers of Greece, Plato, Ariſtotle, and others; or 


the ſplendour of King Mauſoleus's tomb, which was 


extolled as one of the wonders of the world.” All ſuch 
things are too mean, and withal too periſhable, to be 
made any account of: For where are now the walls of 
the vaſt Babylon, that prodigious work of Queen 
Semiramis, the circuit of which was at leaſt twenty 
two miles, the height twenty five yards, and on the 
breadth three carriages might go abreaſt; ſome hun- 
dred thouſands of men were employed about them for 
many years; where her army of 1,700,000 foot, 
and 200, ooo horſe, with which ſhe overcame Zoroaſter, 


an Faſtern Monarch, whoſe forces amounted to 


400,000. 
Pilgrim. To me it ſeems ſcarce poſſible, Father, 


that ſuch numbers could be brought into the field. 


Cleophas. Oh, Son, there is nothing ſtrange in it; 
the longevity of antient times favours an immenſe i in- 
creaſe of mankind: For ſuppoſe a father living a hun- 
dred years has ten ſons and as many daughters, and theſe 
in the following hundred years have each ten ſons and 
daughters, and ſo progreſſively; then, in a thouſand 
years, the increaſe in only one line will be no leſs then 
a thouſand millions; and a million is a thouſand times 


a thouſand. 


Pilgrim. You account for it, indeed, F ather yet 
it is really aſtoniſhing. : 


claus 


i 
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 Cleophas. But, my dear Son, alas! what is all this 
ower and \magnificence ! What is become of the tem- 

ple of Diana at Epheſus, which was the pride of Aſia ? 


It was laid in aſhes by a fooliſh warrior, only to per- 
petuate his name, Where is the temple of LES 


with its wonderful image of Jupiter, and likewiſe all 
the celebrity of the Olympic games ? Where the Mau- 
ſoleum, that maſter-piece of 

— Artemiſia in memory of her huſband i ? Is it not a con- 


Fuſed heap of ruins, which, as it were, intimate what 
reverſes wait the moſt ſumptuous and moſt ſplendid 


ſtructures. Such ſhall be the end of the celebrated 


Pharos of Alexandria, and of the ſtill much more. 


famous Pyramids of Egypt, though ſome are of ſuch 
antiquity, that we have no certain account of the build- 


ing of them. There was alſo the Coloſſus, or braſs 


ſtatue of the Sun, which ſtood acroſs the entrance of 
Rhodes harbour ; the height of it was eight hundred feet, 

that ſhips; with their malts ſtanding, ſailed between its 
legs, and the radiance of it reflected a light to a great 
diſtance: This Coloſſus was alſo another wonder of 


the world; yet, after ſtanding no longer than about 
two hundred years, it was thrown down by an'earth- _ 


quake; and by the fall the water ſwelled to ſuch a 


degree, as nearly to drown the city. If you turn your 
eyes to fortreſſes, to towns accounted impregnable, 


how often are they diſmantled, or even razed to the 
| ground. How was Tyre oak for its ſtrength, 
opulence, and commerce! and, relying on its ſituation, 


being ſeparated from the continent by the ſea, it bid 
defiance to Alexander the Great; and what was the 
conſequence; he immediately ſet his army to work, 


and carried on a mole from the main land to the city, 


made himſelf maſter of it, and, as had been prophe- 


ſied, demoliſhing its walls, corned 3 its palaces into ſta- 


bles, and its fine houſes became fiſhermens huts, - But 
enough of foreign tranſactions: Let us now return to 


the my of my countrymen, though many are-the 
| M 


melancholy 


ſkill, erected by Queen 
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melancholy ſcenes it offers; for it is ever their fate to 
lie under the oppreſſive yoke of the Heathens, who 
never treated them with common humanity. 

Pilgrim, Say you ſo, Father? 

Cleopbas. Oh, it is lamentable that the ſacred mich 
hood ſhould have been fo dreadfully polluted. Joan- 

nan, ſucceſſor to Joiada, cauſed his own brother Jeſus 
to be murdered in the temple. This drew on us the 
ravages and extortions of Bagoſes, the Perſian general, 
who vexed the land ſeven long years; the above mur- 
der, committed in ſuch a place, having increaſed his 
contempt both of our nation and the temple. 

Pilgrim. Melancholy events, indeed 

Cleopbas. It was not long before ſomething rather — 
fell out; for Joannan having left two ſons, and the 
elder, Jaddus, being High Prieſt, Manaſſes, the other 
married a Samaritan woman, and raiſed a ſchiſm in 
Iſrael. But, what was ſtill worſe, to harden the Sama- 
Titans in their error, he built another temple on Mount 
Gerizim, and induced many to bring their offerings 
thither, to the great detriment of the Law, and the 
ſcandal of the people i in general; and theſe variances 

occaſioned unſpeakable calamities. 

Pilgrim. Was there no officer of the King of Perſia, 
who could ſuppreſs theſe diforders ? 

Cleophas. That kingdom was alſo in a miſerable | 
condition. 

Pilerim. Tn what reſpect? 

Cleopbas. After Arſames, who had 3 Ochus, 
the crown. was conferred on another Darius, on whom 
the famous Alexander, fon to Philip, King of Mace- 

dona, made war; and his troops being veterans, well 
diſciplined, and naturally brave, he, without much - 
difficulty, totally defeated. Darius's general, To re- 
trieve this check, Darius marched in perſon againſt 
him, with an army three times ſuperior in number to 
- that of Alexander: Yet, ſo much does good diſcipline 
: — the King, with his multicade, f was routed z his 
N | mother, | 
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mother, wife, and children taken priſoners ; and Ale 
ander, improving this ſignal victory, reduced ſeveral _ 
provinces, penetrated into Syria, took Damaſcus, Si- 
don, and other famous cities; then proceeded to lay 
ſiege to Tyre, an object fit for his boundleſs love of 
military glory, it being in thoſe times held impreg- 
nable, as ſurrounded on all ſides by the open ſea; yet, 
by means of ſome ſtupendous works, he made himſelf 
maſter of it, though not till after ſeven months, the 
inhabitants making a very vigorous defence. In the 
mean time Sannaballat, Prince of Samaria, availing 
himſelf of this opportunity, went and paid homage to 
Alexander; of whom, by his. adulatory 'ſubmiſſions, 
he obtained leave for his ſon-in-law, Manaſſes, to build 
a temple on Mount Gerizim. The beginning of this 
unhappy ſchiſm among the Jews may be dated at about 
two hundred years after the Baby loniſh captivity. 

Pilgrim. But Jeruſalem How did matters go there 
amidſt theſe confuſions ? 

Cleophas. The vicinity of ſuch a conqueror filled 
the city with apprehenſions; for Jaddus, the High 
Prieſt, having been ſomething tardy in attending on 
Alexander, he was highly incenſed, and threatened the 
city with fire and ſword. Accordingly, after reducing 
Tyre, Gaza, and many other places much. more defen- 
ſible than. Jeruſalem, he directed his march thither.. 
The earth ſhook under the rapid ſteps of his army, 
whilſt in Jeruſalem all was terror and deſolation. 
However, they who have God for their refuge are al- 
ways ſafe. A ſolemn prayer being appointed, the High 
Prieft was directed to preſent himſelf before Alexander. 


in his veſtments, and attended by all the others of his _ 


order in the ſame manner; when that Prince, to whom 
it had been made known in a dream that this venerable 
perſon was the High Prieſt of the God to whom he 
owed his victories, inſtead of reſentment and fury re- 
ceived him with e and even Pad him the 
greateſt honours. 9 
S 2 . Pilgrim; 
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Pilgrim. How wonderful are God's dealings 
FClophas, His acknowledgments were not limited 
to the High Prieſt. He conferred great privileges on 
this.city and the jewiſh people, made coſtly donations 
to the temple, and, advancing into Egypt, overran the 
whole country, and all the northern coaſt of Africa; 
where, as a monument of his ſucceſſes, he founded the 
city of Alexandria. Afterwards, returning into Perſia, 
he totally ſubdued that kingdom, and extended his do- 
minion as far as India. Such was the period of the 
Perſian monarchy, two hundred and eight years after 
its foundation by Cyrus; and on its ruins aroſe the 
third monarchy, or that of the Greeks, ſomething leſs 
than three hundred years after the captivity 0 Ba- 


5 
Pilgrim. Now appearances ſeem to promiſe a ſettled 


quiet and happineſs to the Jews. 

Cleophas. Alas! ſo very far were theſe appearances 
from being realized, that unſpeakable miſeries poured 
on this poor people, with little or no reſpite ; for Alex- 
ander the Great dying, and his heirs quarrelling about 
ſuperiority, Ptolomy Lagus, King of Egypt, in the tenth | 
year of Onias the High Prieſt, fraudulently ſurprized 
this city, coming in with his army on the ſabbath day, 
under the appearance of amity. The people were all 
attending divine worſhip. Imagine their, conſternation 
at the trampling of the horſes, and the glittering of the. 
arms: And now the Egyptians, by their commander's 
order, fell to ranſacking and pillaging the houfes, and 
binding the young and middle-aged, to the number of 
a hundred and twenty thouſand, who were driven 
along like ſheep, to be ſlaves to chat tyrannic prince. 

Pilgrim. A baſe-minded tyrant, indeed! 
Cleopbas. But ever honoured be the memory of a 
-  deſcendent of his, Ptolomy Philadelphus, an excellent 

Prince, who not only releaſed the Jewiſh captives, but, 
for the advancement of civil and religious knowledge, 


* A Phrary TY of ſeven hundred thouſand 
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books, collected, at a vaſt expence, from all parts. 


phe. alſo ſent to the High Prieſt Eleazar for a complete 
opy of the Bible, and employed ſeventy perſons, emi- . 


15 for their literature, to tranſlate it into Greek. 


By this encouragement of ſcience, Ptolomy may truly 


be ſaid to have gained more real glory, than King 
Pyrrhus in his wars. 

Pilgrim. It is delightful to hear of men, who have 
the cultivation of virtue and uſeful literature at heart. 
and the happineſs it ſheds on their lives. 

Cleopbas. That is very well ſaid ; and, indeed, nei- 
ther Seleucus who conquered all Aſia, nor Antiochus 
Magnus, nor Arſaces, the mighty King of the Par- 
thians, nor Seſoſtris, whoſe victories are ſo vaunted by 


the Egyptians, nor any of thoſe warriors who ſigna- 


 lized themſelves about this time, do I account ſo happy 


as thoſe placid ſages, who laid out their talents in re- 


forming mankind by wiſe diſcourſes ; among whom 
Jeſus, the ſon of Syrach, who lived at Alexandria un- 
der Ptolomy Evergetes, is not one of the leaſt, as the 


volume he has left abundantly teſtifies; more true wiſ- 


dom being found in it, than in all the compoſitions of 


Stoic, Epicurean, and Platonic philoſophers, though 


both they, and the Pythagorean and Peripatetic, had ma- 
ny followers. Oh! that Iſrael had been ſuffered to live in 


peace] how would it have retrieved all its former calami- 


ties! how would every happineſs have flouriſhed within 


its borders! But now it was on both ſides expoſed to the 
ravages of the powerful Kings of Egypt and Syria, who, 


ſince the time of Alexander the Great, were perpetually 
at war for the ſovereignty ; and the ſufferings of the Jews, 
and particularly of this city of- Jeru- 3 Maccab. 


ſalem, are ſcarce to be credited: For i, ii, ili, &c. 


Ptolomy Philopater having defeated Antiochus Mag- 


nus, in which action ſixty thouſand Jews were ſlain, 


he came up to Jeruſalem under a ſhew of devo- 


tion; but preſuming to enter the temple, all the prieſts 
and people broke out into the moſt paſſionate intreaties 
1 and 


Lg 
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and lamentations ; which he diſregarding, was miracu- 
louſly puniſhed. This ſo inflamed his natural cruelty, 
that, by his order, many thouſands of all ranks and 
ages were bound with cords and dragged away to Alex- 
andria, where they were to be given up to be killed 
by the King's elephants. But here, as in the caſe of 
Daniel, God was pleaſed to interpoſe, and, in his un- 
fathomable mercy, to give a very unexpected iſſue to 
the affair. The elephants would not touch the weeping 
Jews; and the King relented, not only ſetting them 
at liberty, bur ſending them home again with rich 
reſents. The day of their return was a day of great 
gladneſs at Jeruſalem, and commemorated by a ſtately 
pillar, ſtill to be ſeen among the antiquities of this city. 
Pilgrim. What calamities this people has paſſed 
through ? I don't wonder now, that the remembrance 
of them ſhould draw tears from one of your diſpoſition. 
Cleophas. Ah, Son, much more affecting hiſtories 
fill remain. It happened that when Janna Hyrcanus 
ſucceeded his father as Prince of Judah, and Onias was 
High Prieſt, Antiochus Epiphanes aſcended the throne 
of Syria; this was in the hundred and ſixty firſt year of 
the Grecian monarchy. This monarch had made ſome 
motions towards the conqueſt of Egypt, and was in a 
fair way of carrying his point, when letters were brought 
to him from Rome, enjoining him to deſiſt and march 
1 back. Enraged at ſuch a prey being ſnatched 
Mate. out of his hand, he turned his arms againſt 
| rofalcm, which now was crowded with ravaging ſol- 
diers. The golden altars, the cenſers, the crowns, and 
all the other <oftly ornaments of the ſanctuary, were 
confuſedly thrown together and carried away. From 
rapine the barbarians proceeded to carnage, murdering 
all who came in their way. Immenſe was the ſpoil 
which he carried with him to Antioch; yet did not 
that ſatisfy his rancour. He was diſpleaſed with him- 
ſelf for not having utterly deſtroyed the city, and, two 
years ware, actually ſent a very numerous army, under 
| "Ar 
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Apollonius, on that cruel ſervice. Such a viſit being 


quite unexpected, the inhabitants trembled at the- 


ſight of the enfigns and the ſound of the martial in- 
ſtruments. They could unqueſtionably have kept him 
out; but, pretending peace and good will, and that his 
forces were deſigned for ſome other expedition, he en- 
tered the city on a ſabbath day. Then came on ſuch a 
ſcene! Immediately the ſoldiers fell to work with 
their ſwords and ſpears, Every ſtreet reſounded with 
the cry of murder ; the gutters ran with blood ; wives 
ſaw their huſbands expiring under repeated wounds ; 
children were killed in the cradle, or their brains daſhed : 
out againſt the walls ; never was ſuch miſery : And 
when all places were covered with dead bodies, to' the 
number of not leſs than eighty thouſand, and about 
forty thouſand were bound and ſet apart to be ſold for 
| ſlaves, thoſe barbarians ſet fire to the city in ſeveral 
places, demoliſhed the walls and towers, and. on that 
hill, which is called Akra, they built a citadel, placing 
in it a ſtrong garriſon. As this was the moſt dreadful 
calamity Jeruſalem ever knew, would to God it had 
been the laſt ! 
Pilgrim. Are we then to hear of more calamities? 
Cleophas. Alas, yes! The corruption and aboliſh- 
ment of religious worſhip, in which con- + Mace. 
ſiſted the chief glory of Iſrael, above all! . 
other nations. Onias, the High Prieſt, a very pious 
man, yet treacherouily murdered, left two ſons, Jaſon 


and Menelaus, who quarrelling about the ſucceſſion to b, 


their father's office, ſupplanted each other by offers 
of great ſums to Antiochus, and engaging themſelves 
to adopt the Pagan rites; no good was to be expected 
from thoſe who had, by ſuch baſe and impious means, 
got into the ſanctuary; accordingly the immoralities 
of both were notorious ; inſtead of performing ſo 
much as the ceremonial. functions, they gave them 
ſelves up to diverſions and merriment, the temple 


was e and even in the Holy of Holies was an 


1 4 | i altar 
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altar erected to Jupiter Olympus: The King put forth 
an ordinance, that there ſhould be but one religion in 
the cauntry, and whoever acted contrary to it, ſhould 
ſuffer death. To inforce this ſevere ordinance, he ſent 
an officer of a ſavage diſpoſition, who, amidſt many 
other acts of tyranny, tore the book of the Law, forbad 
circumciſing children, forced the people to ſacrifice to 
idols, and eat ſwine's fleſh; men, whoſe age naturally 
claimed regard, were dragged to torturing deaths; 
two women were hung over the city wall, with their 
infants tied to their breaſts, only for having circum- 
ciſed them; a mother and ſeven ſons were fried in 
. pans for refuſing to eat ſwine's fleſh, and 
ap. vi. 
this inconceivable torment they went 
through with magnanimity and even triumph; in ſhort, 
q there was nothing but hanging, burning, 

Ts | ſlaughtering, and turturing ; the wretch of 
2 Governor knowing, that the more cruelties he com- 

mitted, his conduct would be the more approved. 

Pilgrim. Tn what a deplorable condition was that 
17 country 

Cleophas. There was no quiet or ſafety 5084 in an im- 
pious hypocriſy, and acting contrary to God's holy 
Law ; good perſons fled from their homes into wilder- 
neſſes, and among the hills ſecreting themſelves in 
caves and pits, ſuffering hunger, the inclemency of 
the weather, and all kinds of diſtreſs; and, alas! this is 
even now the caſe of great numbers of my countrymen. 

Pilgrim. I cannot blame theſe interruptions of over- 
whelming ſorrow. 

Cleophas., Yes, great numbers of 'my countrymen 
are groaning under the like calamities, and this often 
- oppreſſes my weak age; but this I will drop for the 

preſent, and go on with the hiſtory. 
_ , Pilerim, Was no deliverer to be found, who ad 
reſcue his country from ſuch diſtreſs? 

Cleophas. It was not to be expected. Prince Janna 


H yrcanus, of the race of Judah, had been murdered ; 
the 
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the Nobles were forced into exile; and of the prieſts, 
| they who had eſcaped the ſword were fled. ” 
Pilgrim. Did then the Princes of Judah ſubſiſt down 
to this time ? 

Cleophas. Yes, for Reſah Meſullam, who was of 
royal blood, and reigned ſixty ſix years, was ſucceeded 
by Prince Johannan, who reigned fifty-three years ; after 
him Judas Hyrcanus, fourteen years, Joleph ſeven years, 


| Abner Semi eleven years, Mattathias Hel twenty-two 


years, Aſſar Mahat nine years, Naggir Arphaxad, ten 
years, Agar Eli eight years, Maſlot Nahum ſeven years, 
Amos Syrach fourteen years, Mattathias Silo ten years, 


Joſeph Arſes ſixty-ſix years, and laſtly, his ſucceſſor was 


this Janna Hyrcanus, who reigned ſixteen years; of all 
which the aggregate amount, including the fifty-eight 
years of Zorobabel's Government, make three — 
and ſixty-one years, being the interval between the 
Babyloniſn Captivity and this diſmal tragedy. | 
Pilgrim, Certainly the drift of ſuch a procedure 
muſt have been the utter extirpating of the whole 
Jewiſh race, and of that nn which was inſtituted | 
by God himſelf. 5 
Cleophas. Nothing leſs would have Goat the event, 
without a manifeſt divine interpoſition, 
Pilgrim And pray what was it? | 
| Cleophas. You ſee yonder, a mountain, a conſiderable” 
way off to the North Weſt, with ſome ruins on it. 
Pilgrim. I obſerve it. 
| Cleophas. There formerly ſtood a little town, called 
Modin, and its Prieſt at that time was Mattathias, the 
ſon of Aſſamoneus, a man univerſally eſteem- 
ed; his generous heart melted to ſee the holy 
city deſtroyed, the Law trampled under foot, and hiskin- 
dred and people maſſacred for their faithful adherence 
to the pure religion of their fathers. A Jew, purely as 
an inſult to this good Prieſt, making an offering to idols, 
it incenſed him to that degree, that he laid the apoſtate _ 
and Antiochus's officer dead at his feet; then with his 
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family, and no inconſiderable number of perſons, de- 
teſting this foreign tyranny, betook himſelf. to the 
hilly parts of the deſert. The ſoldiery, on the report 
of ſuch a bold action, being immediately aſſembled, 

marched in queſt of him, and the Jews making no re- 


ſiſtance, it being the Sabbath when they were attacked. 


great numbers periſhed in caverns by the ſword and 
Hire; till, at the perſuaſion of Mattathias, they were 
brought to defend themſelves on that day. And it is 
not at all inconſiſtent with religion to diſpenſe with the 
ſtrictneſs of the law on a very weighty exigency, the 
law being made for man, and not man for the law. 


lattathias, after glorioully aſſerting the Jewiſh liberty 


againſt ſuperior forces, reviving many of the ſacred 
rites, and demoliſhing the idolatrous altars, was gather- 
ed to his fathers, leaving five wiſe and valiant ſons, 
and the chief command to one of them, called Judas 
Macchabeus, as moſt capable of completing the good 
work which he had began. 
Pilgrim. This muſt naturally be attended with great 
diſturbances. | 
Cleophas. Oh, exceeding great. Levies weredaily mak- 
ing to quell theſe ſuperſtitious rebels, as the 
Jews were called, who had dared to oppoſe the 
King” 8 authority; 5 but Judas, though with only a handful 
of men in compariſon of the pagan forces, by his conduct 
and courage, his prayers, and firm confidence in the 
divine favour, gave them ſeveral defeats; and particu- 
Jarly he overthrew Lyſias, whom Antiochus had ap- 
pointed chief governor of the country, placing great 
confidence in his talents. The ſpirit of religion, with 
which the Jews were animated, alſo made them per- 
form wonders. Fluſhed with ſucceſſes, they marched 
to Jeruſalem ; the ſtreets of which, covered with graſs, 
and the burnt walls drew from them tears of indigna- 
tion. They cleanſed the temple, rebuilt the ſanctuary, 
and ſet all things to rights with ſuch diſpatch, that on 
the twenty fifth of December the Dedication was ſo- 
lemnized, | 
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lemnized, with all the pomp the ſtate of their affairs 
permitted; and, to this day, Judas's atchievements are 
commemorated on a ſtated anniverſary. . Afterwards 
the combined armies of ſeveral heathen people took 
the field under Timotheus, an Ammonite ge- 
neral, and of great renown in war. But 
what are ſkill, courage, and numbers, againſt divine 
aſſiſtance ? Judas diſperſed them with great ſlaughter, 
and reduced ſeveral of their principal places. 

Pilgrim. But how did King Antiochus reliſh this! . 

Cleopbas. He had marched into Perſia, in hopes of be 
coming maſter of the vaſt treaſures of that r 225 1 
kingdom; but miſcarrying in his deſign, and 2 _ 7 
receiving { uch bad news from Judza, of the defeats of his 
armies and the loſs of many cities, it threw hit into the 
moſt franticrage, that, as his chariot was by his command 
driving furiouſly, on his return to go againſt the Jews, he 
fell down on the ground, which was followed by a loath- 
ſome and incurable diſeaſe ; and after lingering in 
ſtench and torture, he died at Babylon under an ago- 
nizing ſenſe that his diſeaſe was the puniſhment of 
his impieties. But he left a ſon, named Antiochus 
7 Eupator. | 
Pilgrim. Who, 1 ſu ppoſe, profecured the war againſt 
God's people. 

Cleophas. Yes, and with no ſmall force. At firſt he 
came with an army of a hundred thouſand foot, twenty 
thouſand horſe, and thirty two elephants equipped in a a 
warlike manner, and laid ſiege to the caſtle of Bethſura, 
the ruins of which are ſtill to be ſeen on yonder rock ; yet 
with all his ſuperiority he could not get the better of fades, 

but by ſurreptitious means he ſtole into the city, where he 
lorded it at will. Soon after, intending for 
Antioch, he and Lyſias, his favourite ge- 
neral, were murdered by the contrivance of Deme- 
trius, who ſent Bacchices into Judea ; and he, in con- 
junction with the apoſtate Alcinus, did a great deal of 

| miſchicf, "Rey Nicanor, at the head of a num- 


ber 
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ber of deſperadoes, poured forth blaſphemies againſt 
the temple, and vowed not to leave a Jew alive; but 
his army was cut to pieces by Judas, and his head and 
right hand hanged up facing the temple. Thus were 
lawleſs tyrants caught in their own machinations, and 


Iſrael had a ſhort interval of quiet. 
Cleophas. What meaſures, in the mean time, did the 


' victorious Prince Judas take ? 


Cleophas. The Roman arms being in great reputation, 
and he continually harraſſed by the King of 
Aſſy ria, he thought it adviſable to ſecure their 
powerful protection, by entering into an alliance with 
them: For he conſidered, that no nation had been able to 
ſtand before them; that about ſixty years before, they 
had, after three Genal victories, entirely reduced the 
| Gauls, a very martial people ; that fifty years before, 
Scipio, a Roman commander, had overrun the greater 
part of Spain, and, ten years after, brought the power- 
ful republic of Carthage to ſue for peace; ; that about 
thirty years before, Glabrius, another Roman general, 

had humbled the arrogant Antiochus the Great, that 
he ſent hoſtages to Rome ; and Popilius had driven 
Antioehus the Illuſtrious out of Egypt: Particularly | 
the atchievements of Paulus Emilius were freſh in 
every one's mind; his taking priſoner Perſeus, King of 
Macedonia ; and reducing under the dominion of 
Rome that kingdom, and ſucceſſively all Greece, once 
above all other nations famous for arts and arms. On 
this motive, ſo ſpecious to human prudence, Judas 
concluded a league with the Romans; but, as if this 
combination with a pagan power diſpleaſed God, Judas 
lived not to ſee any good effects of his po- 
4 *.licy, being ſoon after killed in an unfor- 

—23. 
tunate battle againſt Bacchides. 
Pilgrim. The loſs of ſuch a man muſt have been a 
heavy ſtroke to the poor Jews. 

Cleopbas. Oh, there is no expreſſing their grief; and 
the conſequences were very bad. The heathens and 
| poneten 
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| apoſtates ſeemed to ſtrive to out- do each other in out- 
rages of all kinds. The latter daily increaſed. The im- 
pidus Alcimus was inveſted with the Pontificate, which 
he further profaned by his deportment. On this Onias 
withdrew into Egypt, where, by the King's permiſſion, 
he built a temple at Heliopolis after a model of. that 
at Jeruſalem ; in which, though not quite conſiſtent 
with the divine commiind. Onias, the ſtate of the 
times conſidered, thought he acted not amiſs. Thus 
was the Prieſthood polluted, and the Jews almoſt as 
miſerable as ever. However, this ſtorm alſo blew over, 
Alcimus dying of a torturing diſeaſe z and 
Jonathan, ſucceeding his brother Judas as 
commander in chief, forced Bacchides to come to terms. 
Farther, Alexander, raiſed to the throne of Syria, having 
vanquiſhed Demetrius, made Jonathan High Prieſt, and 
put him in poſſeſſion of the Jewiſh kingdom. 
From this time matters began to mend with 
the Jews, the ſeveral competitors for the Syrian mo- 
narchy paying great regard toJonathan, and courting his 
friendſhip. In theſe favourable times he rebuilt the walls 
of Jeruſalem, and improved its defences but after a proſ- 
perous government of ſeventeen years, he Fo 
by treachery fell into the handsof Tryphon, | 
who cauſed him to be murdered. 

Pilgrim. Such calamities extremely affect me. | 

Cleopbas. That argues an humane heart; yet theſe 
were limited to our Nation. But your ſympathy would 
be ſtill ſtronger were I to relate to you how the ſplen-. 
did city of Corinth was laid in aſhes by a Roman 
army; and how the forces of the ſame victorious ſtate 
ſet the famous Carthage on fire, and that it continued 
blazing no leſs than ſeventeen days, the poor inhabi- 
tants, to the number of above fifty thouſand men, be- 
ſides women and children, flying away, deſtitute of 
every neceſſary of life. Then what a terrible affair was 
that of Numantium in Spain, where the inhabitants, 
after ſlaughtering one another, ſet fire to the city, and 
9 the 
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the remainder died by their own ſwords or periſhed in 
the flames; a ſtrange inſtance of the force of human 
8 OR, 
Pilgrim. My chief curioſity i is concerning Iſrael. _ 
a . . Cleophas. The worthy Jonathan was ſuc- 
Cap. XUle * ceeded by his brother Simon, both a High 
Prieſt and Prince of the people, and as their e nba 
and conduct were ſimilar, ſo the end of Simon bore 
ſome reſemblance to that of Jonathan, being treache- 
| ;rouſly murdered at a banquet by Ptolomy, 
Cap-x\- his fiſter's huſband ; but the Prieſthood 
was e on his ſon Johannes Hyrcanus. 
Pilgrim. How did he+behave? 
Cleopbas. During his father's life he totally routed 
Cendebeus, a General of Antiochus Soter, afterwards 
delivered Jeruſalem from a very dangerous ſiege, and 
by gifts prevailed on the ſaid Antiochus to deſiſt from 
all hoſtilities, and permit the Jews the free exerciſe of 
their religion. Being in want of a large ſum of money, 
he opened David's ſepulchre and took out of it three 
thouſand talents. Antiochus Soter being ſlain in an 
action againſt Demetrius, and the war breaking out 
again, Hyrcanus had conſiderable ſucceſs, raſed to the 
ground the Samaritan temple on Mount Gerizim, 
where it had, to the great offence of the Jews, ſtood 
above two hundred years. He alſo kept the Idu- 
means in awe, and renewed the treaty with the Romans; 
and the long conteſts of the two Antiochus's, one 
ſurnamed Gryphus, the other Cicizenus, for the crown 
of Syria, leaving Johannes unmoleſted from that quar- 
ter, he went and laid ſiege to Samaria, which having 
taken after a moſt dreadful famine, he totally demo- 
liſhed it, not leaving a houſe ſtanding. 
Pilgrim. The Jews ſeem to have had a good time of 
it under Africanus. | 
bo are. There was always ſome mirture of cala- 
mity ; for whilſt he was engaged in the fiege of Sa- 


maria, Antiochus Cicizenus very unexpectedly made 
an 
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an inroad, ſacking town and country an pres. every 
body to the ſword, that in the very worſt times it was 
little — Another unhappy circumſtance was, that, 
in the decline of his life, the common people conceived 
a bitter hatred againſt him. 
Pilgrim. Aye! hate a governor of his abilities, and 
who did ſo many things, with which they could not but 
be well pleaſed ? That is ſomething ſtrange. 
Cleophas. There had lately ariſen among the Jews 
three ſects, the Phariſees, Eſſenes, and Sadducees ; of. 
whom the Phariſees were held in moſt eſteem by the 
commonalty; and, being men of parts and addreſs, 
turned and winded the paſſions of the multitude which 
way they pleaſed. -Now Hyrcanus had as firſt pro- 
Foſſe bimelf a Phariſee, but afterwards became ſo 


| zealous for Sadduceiſm, that he aboliſhed the inſtitutes 


and obſervances of the Phariſees ; which drew on him 
all the rancour of that faction, and their adherents. 
However, he died in peace, after ruling thirty one 
years, and among impartial people was eſteemed a va- 
luable Prince. 
Pilgrim. Did the Jewiſh affairs continue in a good 
Poſture : Cob 
Cleophas. Their principality berge changed to a 
monarchy; Ariſtobulus, eldeſt ſon of Hyrcanus, aſ- 
ſuming the title of King, with all the enſigns of rega- 
lity, crown, ſceptre, &c. but within a year he died a 
miſerable death, amidſt the piercing reproaches of 
conſcience for the murder of his brother Antigonus, 
whom he had cauſed to be privately made away with. 
His widow Alexandra's firſt ſtep was to ſend for a. 
brother of his, Alexander Jamme, out of priſon, and, 
marrying him, made him King; but the twent ſeven 
years of his reign were attended with many misfortunes 
and diſgraces, the uſual appendages of flagrant wicked- 
neſs: For the country was continually harraſſed by 
the contending Kings of Syria, and eſpecially by Pto- | 
| or On” who, being maſter of the iſle cf 
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3 made a deſcent in Judæa, and waged a moſt 
ſanguinary war againſt Alexander. After a defeat, in 
which thirty thouſand Jews were killed on the ſpot, 
to ſtrike the greater terror he committed unheard of 
cruelties in the villages and towns of Galilee, cauſing 
vomen and children to be cut to pieces, their ſhivering 
limbs thrown into boiling caldrons, and forcing other 
ews to eat them, under pain of the like death. 
Pilgrim. Unheard- of cruelties, indeed! 

Cleophas. Vet I queſtion whether Alexander Jamme 
was not equally inhuman ; for the city of Gaza, hav- 
ing ſurrendered to him, the inhabitants were put to 
the ſword, five hundred of the principal men murdered 
in the temple of Apollo, and the city deſtroyed. 
Theſe cruelties the Jews were ſo far from approving, - 
that they ejected him from the prieſthood, and in a 
tumult, during the feaſt of Tabernacles, he was 
pelted with citrons; an affront which he cruelly re- 
venged, putting above ſix thouſand of the inhabitants 
to the ſword, without any regard to that ſeaſon of 
holy feſtivity. But certainly never was ſuch barbarity 
known, as his cauſing eight hundred Jews of the op- 
poſite party to be crucified, and whilſt they were on 
the crols their. wives and children to be put to death be- 
fore their eyes; imagine, if poſſible, the agonies on both 
ſides, and the innocent children ſtretching out their 
arms to their excruciated fathers; and as an inſult to 
their ſufferings, he ſat o. enly rioting at a voluptuous 
banquet. Theſe are proceedings ſo extremely horrid, 
that Alexander, for inhumanity, may well be ranked 
with the above Ptolomy, or even with Sylla the 
Roman, who, at this time, having driven his rival, 
Marius, out of Rome, made a moſt tyrannic uſe of his | 
' ſuperiority, that full a hundred thouſand perſons, and 
many of high rank and eminent merits, were flain by his 
order. If the number of this maſſacre exceeded that of 
Alexander, its circumſtances are lefs cruel ; beſides, 


Alexander was a Jew, acquainted with the merciful 
| injunctions ö 
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injunctions of God, whereas the others were only 
unenlightened Pagans. 

Pilgrim. What bloody times; into what dreadful 

confuſions was the Jewiſh Kingdom fallen! 

_ - Cleophas. Is there then any thing ſtrange in God's 
having fore-ordained another Kingdom, yet to be origi- 

nated from the ſtem of Judah; a Kingdom of Grace, 

| Peace, Mercy, Benignity, and every beavenly Virtue; of 

Redemption and Solacement to the oppreſſed; and of 

which his Prophets had been influenced to give notice? 

Pilgrim. Very far from being ſtrange. But where 
is this kingdom? 

Cleopbac. That we will talk of, when we are come 
to the period of this. 


Pilgrim. As you pleaſe. 
Cleopbas. That Alexander left two ſons, Hyrcanus 


and Ariſtobulus. The Queen- mother made Hyrcanus 
High Prieſt, and promoted the Phariſees to all offices 
of power. On her deceaſe, which was in the ninth 
year of her reign, the two brothers quarrelled, and 
Ariſtobulus made war on Hyrcanus for tlie ſucceſſion ; 
which rupture proved the cauſe, under divine appoint- 
ment, that the Sceptre of Judah was transferred from 
the Jews to the Pagans; and this, in no very long 
term, drew on the laſt exciſion of this miſerable city, 
and of which the ſad monuments are now before our 
eyes. 
| : Pilgrim. Concerning this I ſhould be glad of more 
particular information. 
Cleophas. There was a crafty artful man, one Anti- 
ater, of Idumæan extraction, who envious that Ari- 
ſtobulus, contrary to all right and reaſon, ſhould enjoy 
the crown, though with the aſſent of Hyrcanus, inſti- 
gated the latter to attempt the recovery of his right, 
and entered into a league with Aretas, an Arabian 
Prince, who, coming to Jeruſalem, laid ſiege to the 
Temple, in which were Ariſtobulus, and the whole body 
of a en. It was a ſhocking ſight to ſee brother 
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fighting againſt brother, with the moſt envenomed ani- 
moſity; bur ſtill much more ſhocking, that both 
ſhould join in ſtoning to death the good Onias, (whoſe 
prayer, in a time of long drought, had brought down 
rain, ) and this only becauſe, inſtead of ſiding with either 
party, and excommunicating its enemies, he exhprted 
them to unity. But a deſtructive tempeſt of hail, the 
more extraordinary in this ſerene climate, indicated 
God's diſpleaſure at this murder. In the mean time 
Scaurus, a Roman commander under Pompey the 
Great, gained ſuch advantages in Syria, that the Ara- 
bian army withdrew from Jeruſalem : And on Pom- 
pey's coming to Damaſcus, he was attended by Envoys 
from the two brothers, with very rich preſents, to pro- 
cure his Decree in favour of their reſpeRive principals ; 
but Ariftobulus, ſeeing things like to go againſt him, 
betrayed ſome intentions of reſiſtance. On which Pom- 
pey marched to Jeruſalem ; and having taken the Tem- 
ple ſword in hand, a terrible carnage enſued, in which 
above ten thouſand Jews periſhed ; not a few killed 
each other; and ſeveral threw themſelves down from 
the pinnacles of the Temple. Farther, what never any 

foreign Kings had done, Pompey went into the Holy 
of Holies, but without offering to do the leaſt damage 
in it; and having brought Jeruſalem and other cities 
under tribute, he carried away Ariſtobulus as a captive, 
leaving Hyrcanus High Prieſt. - Theſe were the com- 
mencements of the total ſubjection and diſperſion of 
my countrymen. 

Pilgrim. But tell me, A ather: How came the-Ro- 
mans to be ſo powerful, as to carry all before them, 
even in this country? 

Cleophas, Why, their progreſs \ was like a flood, 
breaking down dike after dike ; for, having ſubdued 


Macedonia and Carthage, as I ſaid before, they ex- -I 


tended themſelves Eaſt "and Weſt. The firſt who fell 
under their arms was Jugurtha, an African King. 
Afterwards Marius vanquiſhed the Cymbrians ; Ser- 
torius 
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torius performed wonders in Spain; the above-men- 
tioned Pompey reduced Sicily, the celebrated Mithri- 
dates, King of Pontus, together with Armenia, Perſia, 
Media, Syria, and all theſe parts, dethroning Tigranes, 
the laſt of the race of the Antiochus's, or defcendenits 
of Alexander the Great, And whilſt Pompey over-ran 
the Eaſt, no leſs ſucceſsful was Cæſar in the Weſt, 
bringing under the Roman dominion France, Ger- 
many, Belgia, England, and- other countries. Thus, 
as the Prophet Daniel had foretold, began the fourth 
Monarchy, on the extinction of the third. 

Pilgrim. My curioſity is ſatisfied as to the Romans 
now we will return to your countrymen. 

Cleophas. Know, Son, that this city has ſince under 
gone divers calamities. When Craſſus, a Roman ge- 
neral, took the field againſt the Parthians, he plunder- 
ed the Temple of all the gold left by Pompey, beſides 
an ingot of the ſame valuable metal of three hundred 
pounds weight. Afterwards, Pompey being worlted 

by Cæſar, the above- mentioned Antipater, by his in- 
trigues with that Emperor's favourites, procured Hyr- 
canus to be confirmed in the Pontificate, and himſelf 
to be appointed Prince, or chief Governor of Judæa. 
His chief ſtudy was to promote his ſons, and, with the 
produce of-the taxes, to ſecure the friendſhip of the 
Great, and men of intereſt. On his death, Herod and 
Phaſelus, his two ſons, were, by Mark Antony, made 
Tetrarchs, or Kings of a fourth part of the country. 
Ariſtobulus, whom we have ſpoken of before, had been 
murdered, and left a fon named Antigonus ; who, 
prevailing on the Parthians to aſſiſt him in aſſerting his 
pretended right to the kingdom, came with a very 
large army, declaring that he would drive out Herod 
and Hyrcanus, and ſeat himſelf on the throne, To © 
have ſeen the wretchedneſs of Jeruſalem at this juncture 
would have melted a heart of ſtone. Some declared 
for Antigonus ; others adhered to Hyrcanus and He- 
| rod. The banners were were diſplayed, the trumpets : 
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ſounded an alarm, and all parts were filled with the 
tumult and horrors of war. The King's palace, of 
which the white marble ruins ſtill ſhew themſelves, was 
furiouſly affailed, that the arrows. on both fides: flew 
like hail ; but the hotteſt action was in the plain, then 
a market- place. Antigonus had been driven into the 
Temple ; and ſome houſes, which Herod had garri- 
ſoned, were ſet on fire. It being the day of Pentecoſt, 
ſome thouſands of country people maſtered the city, 
and forced Herod to betake himſelf to the palace; 
whence, however, he made a fally, killing a great 
many of his enemies. In the mean time up came the 
Parthians, who were all horſe, and, under colour of 
being mediators, got Hyrcanus and Phaſelus into their 
power; but Herod, relinquiſhing the kingdom to 
Antigonus, eſcaped into Arabia. through a thouſand 
dangers, and thence, by the way of Egypt, got to 
| Mme. - . 
Pilgrim. The confuſions of the a” 
S. Cleophas. Then came to paſs what the 
Patriarch Jacob had propheſied, about 
ſeventeen hundred years before, That the Sceptre ſhould 
be taken from Judah, which appellation now included 
all Iſrael; for Herod folliciting aid from the Romans, 
the Senate appointed him King over Judæa; and this 
was five hundred years after the Babyloniih captivity, 
when the Aſmonean family, of which Mattathias was 
the firſt, had reigned a hundred and thirty years. 
Pilgrim. I his, then, was the time for the promiſed 
Chief ro make his appearance, | 
Cleophas. Yes; the adorable Chief, who has ſubdued 
all things under kim, without {word or ſpear, but with 
Truth alone, as of all things the ſtrongeſt. 
Pilgrim, Eis appearance muſt have been very deſi- 
rable. But how did Herod get into poſſeſſion of his 
kingdom? _ 
Cleophas. Not without great bloodſhed, as I have, 
heard my father fay z and he was an ey e- witneſs of it. 


The 
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The whole country was a lamentable ſcene of diſtreſs.” 
The Parthians, and Antigonus's mercenaries, had pil- 
laged all the neighbourhood of Jeruſalem ; Galilee 
ſwarmed with aſſaſſins and robbers ; the frontiers were 
lined with ſoldiery ; Herod enters with a nume- 
rous Roman hoſt, and overruns the country, all the 
cities and towns opening their gates, without daring to 


ſtand a fiege. At Jeruſalem, however, he was repulſed 


with great ſlaughter ; but, reinforced by Soſius, a 


Roman commander, he made a ſecond attempt, and 


Antigonus's adherents defended themſelves with the 
greateſt vigour and bravery, till, after ſeveral aſſaults, 
both city and temple were carried. Now the Roman 
ſoldiery ran through the ſtreets like enraged lyons, 


ſabreing all they met, women, children, and aged 


people; ſo bloody was the maſſacre, that Herod, 
cruel as he was, no longer able to bear the cries 
and groans, and the fight of ſtreets all ſtrewed with 
dead bodies, ordered the ſword to be ſheathed: Anti- 
gonus, though he aſked his pardon in the loweſt 
poſtures of humiliation, was ſent bound to Mark 
Antony, one of the chief men among the Romans, 
who, to gratify Herod, cauſed his head to be ſtruck off; 
thus it was not with a little blood that Herod pur- 


chaſed the kingdom. 


Pilgrim. A dear price for any thing in this ſhort life. 
Cleophas. And in all his reign he never had a day's 
viet; beſides his being ſeveral times in danger of 
his life from the Emperor Auguſtus, his friend An- 
tony being now no more, and likewiſe from thoſe of 
his own family, he was continually haunted with 
jealouſies and fears; for he knew himſelf to be hated 
by the Jews, as by his birth having no right to the 
Kingdom; and from this fear of them he committed 
many particular murders, deſtroying the whole Aſ- 
monean family, not ſparing even his own wife, Mari- 
amne, nor her mother Alexandra, nor her brother 
Antiobulus, nor ſo much as Hyrcanus, now greatly 
1 5 N 3 advanced 
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advanced in years, and to whom he, in ſome meaſure, 


owed his royalty; nor his own ſons Alexander and 


Ariſtobulus; and even on his death- bed, fo far was 


his inhumanity from relenting, that he ordered his 


eldeſt ſon, Antipater, to be diſpatched. Nature, in- 


deed, ſeemed to have threatened him that his Kingdom 


was drawing towards its end, and another Prince at hand, 

which made him ſtick at nothing to ſecure himſelf. Any 
- whiſper of a King, ſer him in a tremble; he had every 
where his ſpies and emiſſaries to give information of any 


practices againſt him, or whether any King was born 


among the Jews, as was ſtrongly expected; but all his vi- 


gilance and artifices proved abortive, for the wiſdom of 


God caught him in his own craftineſs; this King he ſo 
much feared, he imagined was tobe of the Aſmonean fa- 
mily, whereas, he came from thetribe of Judah; helook- 
ed out for him among the noble families, whereas his pa- 


rents were of the commonalty ; truly all worldly precau- 
tion, cunning, and activity avail nothing againſt the di- 


vine appointments, 
Pilgrim. This Herod was rather a monſter than a 
King; but I perceive, by your diſcourſe, that now 
was the time when the King, who had been promiſed 
ſo long before, was to be born; and very deſirous am I 
of being acquainted with his hiſtory ; vet, for the pre- 
ſent, will trouble you no longer; the day, indeed, is not 
ſhut in, but I am for breaking up early, that, being 
aged, you may ſufficiently retreſh yourſelf, and 
0 be the more revived to morrow, rather than tire 


you now, and thus you will be the leſs fit to enter on a 


ſubject, which, by what I can apprehend, is too in- 
tereſting to be run over ſuperficially, and may require 


ſome previous recollection. 
Cleophas. That is well conſidered, Son; go then in 


-ace, and conſider what you have heard, that the 
{equal may be the more clear and 1 to you. 


Pilgrim. 1 hope J ſhall; good night, . very kind 
F ather. . 
- ©..." +308 A- 
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P A R T the THIRD. 


Containing the ſhace of 0 years, or tbe Life of 
CHRIST, with the Travels and Aci LE be 
Apoſtles, fo the Deſtruction. : | 


Cleophas. I Should have n this at s meeting 


in another place, but this being the molt 
elevated, and affording the wideſt proſpect, which will 
frequently be of ſervice, for pointing out to you towns 
and places, I omitted it; otherwiſe my houſe would 


have been very convenient. 


Pilgrim. For my part, I deſire no honey place than | 
this; here is nothing to hinder us. It is ſhady and 
pleaſant, and, as you ſay, we have an extenſive 
proſpect on all ſides; then it is, of itſelf, an aſſemblage 
of antiquities, and, as ſuch, refreſhes the memory, con- 
firms faith, and animates zeal; for I truly tell you, 
that what I heard from you yeſterday, and what I 
have obſerved on this hill, afford me many. precious 


andelevating reflections; ; theparticulars of your narrative 


are continually preſent to my mind, and this makes me 
rather more eager to hear the ſequel, as the one with» 
out the other muſt be ſomething imperfect. 

Cleaphas. Very true. But on what did your laſt re- 
flections turn, that we may the better know where to 
begin ? | 

Pilgrim. I was, among other things, onde that | 
Herod ſhould be caught in his own craftineſs, and this 


King born without his knowing-any thing of the 


matter. Was it, then, conducted ſo ſecretly ? RUA it 
alſo unknown among the commonalty ? | 
Claopbas. Why, this birth was not watt the manna 
falling i in the wilderneſs; every body law 1 it, and none 
N 4 knew 
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„ knew what to make of it. For a long 
use n 87 time it was ſecretly bruited among the peo- 

ple, that a Prieſt's wife was, in her old age, delivered 
of a ſon, and that great things were expected from 
him. As it was chiefly the hilly country where this 
report prevailed, and the parents were of an ac- 
count, little notice was taken of it. 
| Pilp rim. And this was the promiſed child, 

Cleaphas. No, no; yet was this birth not without 
ſome wonderful circumſtances ; for it was known 'to 
every one, that the father had, for queſtioning the 

oſſibility of it, been dumb nine months, 
r till, to the great joy of his family and 
neighbours, at his wife's delivery of this ſon, his 
tongue was looſened. And, what added a dignity and 
importance to this ſon was, that his coming had been 
redicted four hundred years before in a canonical 
Prophecy. The hearts of many devout and reflecting 
_ perſons rejoiced with exceeding joy, perſuaded that this 
was the morning Star preceding the much more glori- 
ous Sun of Peace and Righteouſneſs. But this was known 
only to the truly devour, who then were groaning under 
oppreſſion and contempt. As to Herod's houſhold, and 
the great ones, they were taken up with the objects of 
luxury and pride, with banquets and games; their 
heads were full of the grandeur of the Romans ; and, 
confident in the favour of that irreſiſtible power, they 
made a jeſt of the talk of the common people, who 
ſomerimes dropped hints of an approaching Redeemer, 
whom they longed for, and diligently attended to 
every thing which afforded any hope of his advent. 
Some had their eye on David's family, the Prophets 
Having ſaid many great things concerning it. This to 
others ſeemed an idle expectation, that family being 
totally reduced and extinguiſhed, that the very Scribes 
would not ſo much as hazard any conjectures. They 
indeed faid, that the accompliſhment of all the Pro- 
FRO concerning the ——— was at hand; but that 
ambition, 


es 


. oppoſition, ſent an Angel of the firſt order, 


KY « 
F# L 


A D. 1. @ PILGRIM and CLEoPHAs. 185 
ambition, and a luſt of rule, blinded the eyes and 
incapacitated the mind for the diſcernment of ſpiritual ' 
things: And to this not a little contributed the divi- 
ſions of the Phariſees, Saducees, and Eſſenes, all 
courting the King's favour, who availed himſelf of 
their variances, his ſcope being 'to cruſh one by the 
other; in which he ſucceeded ; that, by degrees, they 
became deprived of every branch of liberty. Thus 
the underſtandings of the generality were fo dulled 
and darkened, that they turned the deaf ear to any 
report of this Redeemer's coming, unleſs ſupported by 
a great force; yet a pretended Meſſiah, with a very 
numerous army of adherents, had been totally defeated. 
There was, however, a very pious couple, deſcended 
from the line of David, but now in a low condition 
the huſband, though of royal extraction, 3 
being only a carpenter. He was affianced 16, Kc. 
to a virgin named Mary, related to the  _ 


mother of the child abovementioned; and they, being 9 


of pious diſpoſitions, took an exceeding delight in eac 

other's converſation, They uſed to examine the Pro- 
phets together; to lament the wretchedneſs of the 
times, the neglect of the divine promiſes, and the pre- 
valent ignorance and confuſion. Their comfort was, 
that nothing of thoſe glorious Prophecies ſhould fall 
to the ground. Theſe ſubjects alſo were diſcuſſed by 
the godly, but in retired places and at midnight, leſt 


they might have been obſerved, the tyrant having 
every where his ſpies. In the mean time, God, who 


carries his decrees into execution againſt every human 


to ſignify to Mary this long expected and bay 
ineſtimable birth. The only perſon, to 
whom the devout Virgin made known this meſſage, 
was her religious kinſwoman above-mentioned. Their 
reciprocal joy, no more than the ſpiritual 


irradiations with which they were favour⸗- 3. 


ed, are not to be expreſſed, fo that whole nights could 


they 
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they have paſſed in reflecting on God's 3 F 
3 dealings, did not time limit all things. 5 
Pilgrim. Such general ignorance is ſurprizing. 1 . | 
| wonder alſo that nothing appeared: to diſperſe it, and 
' - awaken men's attention bur it is to be hoped things 
| did not continue ſo? | 
Cleopbas. The great and wealthy continued as blind 
as ever, being all taken up with their ſelfiſh views; one 
co attain a higher rank, another to ſettle his ſon in 
| ſome Jucrative or honourable employment; whilſt the 
| merchants, tradesfolks, and farmers, eagerly puſhed 
their ſeveral buſineſſes, rejoicing in the peace which, 
at that time, all parts of the world enjoyed: For ad- 
vice came that the temple of Janus at Rome had been 
ſhut, which was never done but in an univerſal peace, 
and every body gave themſelves up to eating and 
drinking and making merry, without any apprehen- 
ſion of a change of times. But, behold, within half a. 
year breaks out a freſh report. A company of ſhep- 
herds relate, that as they were tending their flocks in 
Lo the night, Angels had appeared to them, 
8 telling them to go to Bethlehem: (Tou 
may eaſily ſee it; there it is, on that 
mountain, to the ſouthward, about ſix miles off, 
cloſe by that tower, which is called Eder: ) they farther 
affirmed, that the Heavens were opened, that they ſaw 
things which they had no words to. expreſs, that there 
was. great Joy. amon S the Angels, and that they had 
never heard any mulick in the leaſt comparable to the 
Angels hymns. On their coming to Bethlehem, they 
found a young woman, ſitting with an air of great 
tenderneſs, by a very beautiful child, which was lain 
in a manger, and behind her ſtood a grave well-look- 
ing old man; they were both of the lineage of David, 
though living at Nazareth. This was the Child, Son, 
this was ray ob ong promiſed, the long expected Child. 
The ſhepherds, who could have no intereſt in it, ſaw 
3 him, and could not forbear relating the wonders 3 
| a 
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had been witneſſes of. Now ſome readily gave credit 
to their ſayings, others were at. a loſs; however, it 
occaſioned a great wondering. This reminds me, that 
my father Cleophas, who had gone to Jeruſalem, on 
account of the Feaſt of the Dedication, at his return 
brought home this good news; I was then eleven. 
years of age, and, though it be above a century ago C 
I ſufficiently remember the circumſtances. . vl 
Pilgrim. You inflame my curioſity more and more, 
How happened they to be at Bethlehem, Were they 
on a viſit, or on ſettling the diviſion of an inheritance ? 
| Cleophas. Not they. They were people of little or 
no ſubſtance, The man, as I ſaid before, was a work» 
ing carpenter. They were come there pur- IA 5 
ſuant to an edict of the emperor Auguſtus, > a 
requiring every one to make his appear- _ 
ance, and pay his ceſs, in the town of his tribe. In the 
mean while, by God's particular appointment, the 
time of her delivery came on, that the ſayings of the 
Prophets might be falfilled ; it being now the thirty- 
fourth year of the reign of Herod, the forty-firſt of 
that of Auguſtus, and the ſix- hundred and ſeventh year 
after the Babyloniſh captivity. Daniel's Seventy Weeks 
vere now expired, that every conſidering perſon could 
not but ſuppoſe the deliverance of Iſrael to be ve 
near at hand; and though a thick veil hung before 
the eyes of che principal men, yet others plainly. diſ- 
cerned ſome ſcattered gleams of that reſplendent ſun 
which was riſing, and the morning ſtar, its harbinger, 
already glittering above the horizon. The affirmations 
of the ſhepherds of Bethlehem being little heeded, and 
by many looked on as only an idle tale of ſtupid 
ruſtics, about ſix weeks after another rumour ſpreads.” 
There was at Jeruſalem a godly old man, named 
Simeon : ; alſo a devout widow and Pro- 
pheteſs, named Anna. Theſe, having ſeen 
the child in the Temple, were perſuaded of his being the 
Redeemer of Iſrael. T his made ſome noiſe, and was 


by 


- 
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by many heard with joy; for Simeon, in virtue of his 
hope, had departed this life very chearfully, propheſy- 
ing many wonderful things of this child. 

Pilgrim. Did this reach Herod's ears ? 

Cleopbas. None ventured to open the matter to him, 
fearing his rage. However, he got ſome air of it, and 
this filled him with ſecret agitations, not knowing how 
to proceed, family combuſtions hindering him from 
applying a ſpeedy remedy to every thing. He even 
went to Rome, with a violent complaint againſt his 
two ſons, Alexander and Ariſtobulus; then haſtened 
back, and brought them to a very ſolemn trial before 
a hundred and fifty Nobles, whom, after many heavy 
charges againſt his ſons, he hypocritically intreated for 
the acquitting of them; but two Roman ſenators, who 
fat as Preſidents, and had been clandeſtinely practiſed 
on, ſentenced them to die. Accordingly, being carried 
to Samaria, they were ſtrangled. The tyrant had his 
hands too full with his own family, to examine into any 
thing elſe; and he was ſo habituated to torturing, 
that many perſons, totally ignorant of any crime, were 
put to death, and his courtiers he knew to be ſuch a ſet 
as to deſerve no credit or confidence. Thus was the 
wretched Herod a continual prey to tumultuous fears 
and uncertain ſuſpicions about the Joſs of his kingdom, 
in the mean time knowing little or nothing of this 
dreaded birth. : 

Pilgrim. Wonderful is the beet working of Pro- 
 vidence. 

Cleaphas. But about a year after, a report of a 
King 8 Dung born became more current than ever, 
March. Some Magi of the Eaſt, acquainted with 
oe * 7 ths writings of the Prophets, and particu- 

larly of Daniel, and being alfo expert 
aſtronomers, had obſerved a new ſtar to ariſe over the 
land of Judza ; and reflecting on the import of this 
phenomenon, they came to Jeruſalem, with a great 
train of attendants, camels, and other beaſts of _— 
: „ 


* 


- 
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and addreſſed themſelves to Herod, to _ 
know where the new-born King of the. 255 
Jews was. The old tyrant turned pale at this queſtion; 
and many who heard it were greatly troubled, fearing 
ſome bloody revolution was in agitation, of which 
they had ſeen many inſtances. Others again, who 
were not of Herod's faction, or alienated _ 
by his tyrannical procedures, rejoiced in 
the appearance of a change. Immediately the council 
was aſſembled ; the High Prieſts and Scribes, together 
with all who were of any note, for interpreting the 
| Scriptures, received orders to attend; and the Books 
being opened, after much ventilation of the ſeveral 
texts in point, they delivered it as their unanimous. 
opinion, that this miraculous birth was to be at Bethle- 
hem. Herod, concealing his blood - thirſty 
wrath, ſent the Magi to Bethlehem, in 
hopes, through their report, to come at the child, ſay- 
ing, that he alſo would go and do homage to him. But 
the Magi, after worſhiping the infant in which the 
Divinity was concealed, and preſenting $3.46 
gold, incenſe, and myrrh, they, by God's as 
direction, left Herod in his ignorance, taking their way 
home through Arabia. Little minded they the burn- 
ing ſands they had to paſs over, talking all the way 
on the comelineſs of the ſmiling child, the meekneſs 
and affability of the mother, the courteous gravity of 
the old man, and the particular providence which ma- 
_ nifeſtly watched over them; which gave them ſuch a 
firm aſſurance of the certainty and momentouſneſs of 
this event, that they did not in the leaſt repent of their 
long journey, which, forward and backward, was not 
leſs than five hundred miles. oF", 
Pilgrim. That God ſhould make known this birth, 
in ſuch diſtant countries! Wonderful goodnels ! | 
Cleophas. He was pleaſed to indicate it eaſt and weſt, all 
the ſtatues in the Capitol of Rome falling down in one 
night; and Auguſtus, conſulting the celebrated Oracle 
| 1 8 at 
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at Delphos, on this alarming accident, could get n 
other anſwer, than hat the Hebrew child had 3 25 
Fillence on it; which ſo ſtruck that Prince, that, at his 
return to Rome, he erected an altar in the Capitol to 
the honour of the Firſt- born Son of God: And, as if 
by divine impulſe, he would not from that time be 
termed Dominus, or Lord; and though nobody then 
knew the cauſe of this humility, yet it afterwards ap- 

ared to be owing to the Emperor's conſciouſneſs, 
that the Lord of Lords was come into the world. 
Pilgrim. What a high title, Father, you give char 
child! : 
Cleophas. No higher, not ſo high, Son, as apper- 
tains to him; for this is he whom from eternity God 
had foreſeen, and had promiſed from the beginning of 
things, whoſe appearance Adam and Noah, doubtleſs, 
mentioned to you ; who has been expected from gene- 
ration to generation, the Preſerver, the Saviour, the 

Reconciler of the whole world, the theme of all the 

Prophets, and the comfort of ] ſrael. 
Pilgrim. Now I perceive it was this which made you 
weep ſo often. 
Cleophas. It was; it was for this elect Lamb of God, 
which though ſo pure, ſo innocent 
Pilgrim. Father, the hiſtory you have entered on, I 
conclude, from your emotions, to be very intereſting ; 
yet, as it may likewiſe be of ſome length, order and 
method will be proper ; I have alfo, with your leave, 

a queſtion or two before you proceed any fürther— 

Cleopbas. was put to a moſt ignominious, and 
cruel death in this city ; which horrid crime involved 

Jeruſalem, and the whole Jewiſh people, now before 
your eyes: But this you will better underſtand, when 
I ſhali have acquainted you with his deſcent; for as to 
the lineage of David, that is a very minute article, he 

Wu che only begotten Son of God, having no other 
| father than God, born of an immaculate Virgin, by 
N the influence of the Holy Spirit: Oh, Son, his eſſence 
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is incomprehenſible, and his generation no words can ex- 
Plain; and how ſhould man, a worm, unfold the dig- 
nity of him, who is without beginning, is the eternal 


Reaſon or Word; but having ſeen his operations, and 


the glimmerings of his effulgence, I can _ of ei, 


though very inadequately, 


Pilgrim, Theſe are amazing things, indeed; but I 
muſt return to Herod, How did he act on hearing no 
more of the Magi? 

Cleopbas. He flew into a flame, and rage increaſing 
his natural inhumanity, he called for his _ 6. | 
guards, and not knowing the houſe hy, 
where Joſeph and Mary lived, he ordered them to go 
without delay, and lay all children under two years, 
within Bethlehem, and its precincts, thinking thus to 
make ſure work of it, and cut off this infant King, 
which cauſed ſuch f-rmentacigna. But divine Provi- 


dence, to which all things are open, in a 


dream, warned Joſephof the child's danger, 1. 13. 14, 
and directed him to eſcape without delay, 


and flee into Egypt; which he did, and went to Her- 


mopolis, a town between two and three hundred miles 
diſtant from Bethlehem. 


Pilgrim. What agonies muſt the mothers at Bethle- 


hem have been in, on ſeeing the ſoldiers come to put 


that barbarous order in execution! 


Cleophas. At firſt they knew not what the matter 


was; whether Herod was for making war againſt the 


Arabians, or had ſome other deſign i in view, till the 
ruthleſs murderers fell 'on the little children, daſhing 
them againſt the ſtones, ſtabbing them, or tearing them 


limb from limb: Then imagine the ſhrieks and la- 


mentations; the women wildly running about to ſave 


their dear infants, throwing themfelves on their knees, 
_ begging to ſpare their lives; ſome oftering themſelves 


to be killed in lieu of their children; but it all availed 


nothing; the children were ſnatched from the mothers 


arms, and not a few killed in the cradle and at the 
DO breaſt, 


7 


with all poſſible ſtrictneſs; many went about to ſave 
themſelves by flight, but the ways were beſet; not one 


moving ſpectacle ſeen, than now in Bethlehem and its 
neighbourhood, the mangled bodies of hundreds of in- 
nocent children, and mothers abandoning themſelves 


quered people, beſides, in other things, it muſt be 


Stratos Tower, he rebuilt to very great advantage in 


$92 Dratocur between 1 
breaſt, for the King's command was to be executed 


infant was to eſcape, that, among the reſt, this pre- 
ſumptive King might alſo be removed our of the way; 
for as on this account the King's children themſelves 
were not to be ſpared, what regard was to be expected 
by the commonalty! In a word, never was a more 


to the moſt furious tranſports of inconſolable grief. 
Pilgrim. What monſtrous cruelty! I wonder, the 
Jews ul bear with ſuch a tyrant. 
Cleophas. What could they do, they were a con- 


owned, he zealouſly conſulted the public welfare; he 
cleared the country of banditti, by which it was much 
infeſted; to procure corn for the publick uſe in a time 
of ſcarcity, he pledged his own jewels ; he built ſeveral 
conſiderable places as Sebaſte, before called Samaria, 
ſtanding in the middle of a very fine fruitful country, 
which he parcelled out, and generouſly divided it 
among the people. Ceſarea, a ſea-port, before called 


honour of the Emperor, alſo Antipatris in commemo- 
ration of his father; but particularly, I muſt tell you, 
that it was he who built that iplendid coſtly Temple, 
where you ſee thoſe lofty ruins; he begun it in the 
eighteenth year of his reign, pulling down that of 
Zorobabel, which had ſtood five hundred years, It 
was entirely of a very white and hard ſtone, and, like 
the hill, higheſt in the middle, as the ruins ſtill ew. 
Ten chäuſand choſen artificers, and a thouſand Prieſts 
were employed on it eight years; then were added to 
it ſome outworks, which alſo took up ſome years. In 
honour of his old patron Mark Antony, he built a grand 
caltle, of which you may til ſee the broken angles of 
855 | the 


torturing indiſpoſition. Seh _ 
Pilgrim. And what was the end of this unhappy. 
King? for unhappy I muſt call every wicked man, 


PH» 
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by his encouragements, the country which had been 


deſolated in the wars, and lay waſte, was every where 


cultivated with great improvements, for the ſoil muſt 
not.be judged of by the preſent appearance of things. 


It produces of itſelf vines, olives, figs, pomegranates, 
citrons, and other fruits; and the land, by having lain 


fallow being the more forward and luxuriant in its pro- 


ducts, was ſoon brought to make a very rich appear- 


ance. All which ſeveral public-ſpirited actions, in 
ſome meaſure palliated the horror of Herod's enormi- 
ties, and reconciled people to his government. 
Pilgrim. I find, by your account, that he did not 
want for worldly policy, though littie acquainted with 
heaven wHaom.. Io: 19 
Cleopbhas. Little, indeed; like all who deſire earthly 
things before thoſe of Heaven; whereas the heavenly 


Monarch, inſtead of poſſeſſing an earthly kingdom, was 


driven like a fugitive, with his poor parents, into Egypt. 
Yet wanted he not celeſtial melody and ſpiritual ſolace- 
ments; and much happier was he in the miniſtrations of 


angels, than Herod, who, amidſt all his muſick, ban- 


quetting, and entertainments, laboured under a very 


whatever be his ſtation, „ 
Cleopbas. The divine vengeance followed him cloſe, 
for the heir of the kingdom, Antipater, attempted to 


take him off by poiſon. The court was full of lamen- 


tation; his friends ſhuddered at a change of govern- 
ment; and he, with all the geſtures of deſpair, ordered 
Antipater to be thrown-into priſon. Afterwards, im- 
patient of the pain and loathſomeneſs of his diſtemper, 


which preyed on his entrails, and no medicines could 


remove or abate, he was for putting an end to his 


life with a knife, with which he was paring an apple. 


we” at hearing this, could not repreſs his joy, 
which coſt him his life. Thus he, who had deprived + 
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ſo many mothers of their ſons, in his laſt TJ 
ſhed the blood of his own, and inflicted on his own ſen 


that death which he intended againſt the Son of God. 


Five days after, his furious ſoul left his diſeaſed body, 
thus ending his life in the thirty ſeventh year of his 


reign, the holy Jeſus being now three years old. 
Pilgrim. And thus the faithful Jews were freed 


* 


from a ſad tyrant. ö 
Cleophas. True; but not from tyranny, 
Pilgrim. Say you ſo, Father? 
Cleopbas. Yes, and with much cauſe; for though 


Archelaus, as a ſon of Herod, was to ſucceed to the 


kingdom, ſeveral] competitors aroſe, he being then 
attending on the Emperor at Rome, and this was at- 
tended with great combuſtions. Others ſtrove to come 
at Herod's treaſures, and theſe were oppoſed by a 
third party; whilſt a fourth declared for nothing leſs 
than a total change of the conſtitution, civil and reli- 
gious. In ſhort, all places were full of claſhings and 
tumults. Once, at the feaſt of the Paſſover, there was 
a ſtrong inſurrection againſt Archelaus, and the ſtones 
flew from all ſtdes on his ſoldiers ; but this coſt three 
thouſand Jews their lives: And the following Pente- 
coſt, (I may well remember it, for I was then fourteen 


years of age,) both the Temple and the King's palace 
ran with blood; for Sabinus, a Roman, attempting to 


pillage the King” s treaſure, and the ſacred moneys de- 
poſited in the Temple, the people took up arms, and 
aſſaulted him in three ſeparate bodies. The conteſt was 
extremely bloody, and that auguſt city a field of battle; 
and, what increafed the horror, the tower of Phaſelus 


took fire. Some leaped into the flames, ſome fell on 
their own ſwords, others were forcing an eſcape; till at 


length Varus, the Roman Governor, appeaſed this hor- 


rible uproar, which had been productive of ſo much 
bloodſhed. Archelaus now returned from Rome, but 


with leſs power than his father; only Judæa and Sa- 


: maria being aſſigned to him, and the other parts of the 
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n parcelled 0 out as Frincipalicies: among! his 
brothers. 

Pilgrim. But how was $ it, in the mean time; wht the 
promiſed child, whoſe Nn had fled with him meo 
Egypt ? 

dee He, from his n gave exiravedingry 
proofs of a moſt amiable. diſpoſition, ſo as to raiſe ad- 
miration in all who ſaw him. - As for Joſeph and Mary, 
they were ſuch patterns of virtue, courteſy, and good 
nature, that the peopleof Hermopolis cou d have wiſh- 
ed them to ſettle among them; and had Hermes 
Triſmegiſtus, the founder of the city, been living, I 
make no doubt but that, like the Eaſtern Magi, he 
would have done homage to the child and made rich 
preſents to the parents, and urged them to have. con- 
Tinued there. But what would it have ſignified! For 
no ſooner was Joſeph informed of Herod's' yer. 19, 20, 


death by an Angel, than he ſer out, with 21: 
his wife and the precious child, on his return to Beth- 


lehem; but hearing that Archelaus played the um no 

lels than his father, he took another way, 

and went into Galilee, which was under An- ver. 22, 23 

tipas, and abode at Nazareth, the town of his fathers. 
Pilgrim. * 1 een muſt have been a Journey 

of ſome length. 


| Cleophas.. You may well think bar idconvethawes 


they muſt have undergone after leaving Hermopolis, 


in voting through ſo ſultry a country as Egypt 
to Peluſium; then the fatigue, thirſt, and other diſ- 
treſſes in the ſandy, barren wilderneſs, not to mention 
the apprehenſion of falling into the hands of robbers, 
and the ravenouſneſs of the wild beaſts, whoſe howlings 
added to the terror of the night. Sometimes they had 
deep 2 ; 
ſometimes a wood, and this ſucceeded by a heath, 

where the parching ſand muſt have heen' exceeding 
troubleſome both to themſelves and the aſs which 


carried their neceſſaries; and, without the ſupport. and 
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Protection of that Angel, who ee led our anceſ- 
tors out of Egypt, it is naturally impoſſible they ever 
ſhould have ſafely come to the end of ſuch a journey. 

But what do] talk of an Angel? The very divine power 
was hid in that child. If, at his preſence, the pagan 
Idols and their Oracles were ſtruck mute; much more, 
at his command, were other creatures to fuſpend their 
ferocity, and become tame and tractable! Afterwards, 


drawing near to Judæa, they paſſed through cities, 


towns, and villages, and at length reached Nazareth 


in Galilee, the place of their former abode. Joſeph, 


from his affection to Mary and the child, and gene- 
rouſly diſdaining to be burdenſome to any, loſt no 
time in getting things ready to follow his calling. 
Pilgrim. What a ſurprize the neighbours muſt have 
been in, at ſeeing Joſeph and Mary return, after being 


abſent ſome years 


Cleophas. And they knew nothing of the motive of. 
their going away, nor of what had happened to them in 
the mean time; for Jeſus was as a pearl hid among the 
filth of the world. The maſſacre of the Bethlehem in- 
fants, and ſuch like incidents, were known, indeed, to 
every one; but the drift of them was a myſtery. 
Then there is never that attention to, and enquiry. after 
heavenly things, as after the common concerns of the 
country. Thus Archelaus's return, his degrading the 
High Prieſt Joazarus, and putting Eleazar in his ſtead, 
and. marrying Glaphyra his brother's widow, Anti- 
pas being made Tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip 
of Trachonitis, and Luyſanias in Abilene; alſo the 
univerſal] peace and tranquillity of the country, Varus 
having defeated the inſurgents, and extinguiſhed every 
ipark of ſedition and rivalry; the complaints ſent to 
Rome againſt Archelaus, with a hundred more ſuch 
political articles, were diſcuſſed over and over in private 
diſcourſe z whereas not a word of Jeſus and his parents. 
f was then in my ſixteenth year, and ſuch things 


larly 
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F | larly Emmaus, the town where my father lived, being 
. K {fer on fire by Varus's men, and other tumultuous oc- 
* currences to be found in the Annals. Of theſe our 
1 | neighbours were full; but of Jeſus, Mary, and Joſeph, 


I do not recolle& the leaſt mention. So careleſs ate 


r men of the things which moſt concern them. But 
, idle, vain things, of no manner of import, are the to- 
5 pics in all companies; and they ſhall talk of them 
1 Vith great ſeriouſneſs and warmth. _ i 
4 i Pilgrim. Yet the neighbours, and thoſe who lived 
- .F thereabouts, obſerved, it ſeems, ſometliing more than 
) KB common in that obſcure, ſmall family. | 
1 Cleophas. I own it; for Mary, in the management 
e | of her houſe, in her carriage, dreſs, converſation, and 
8 every thing, was a model of all decency and virtue. 
She was my mother's ſiſter, ſo that I knew her perfectly 
f- well. She was of a middling ſtature, her complexion 
N = like ripened corn, her hair inclining to yellow, her 
e eyes clear, and her lips of a roſe colour. As to her 
- manners, ſhe ſpoke little ; her dreſs was plain and 
0 ſimple; ſhe was courteous without the leaſt levity or 
E hypocriſy, and her chearfulneſs never exceeded a ſmile. 
r In a word, every quality of a well-behaved, diſcreet, 
e pious woman was to be found in her. Her ſpouſe alſo 
e was a grave, virtuous man, diligent in his employ- 
I, ment, and with the like ſpirit of piety and devotion 
- as Mary: For though he earned his ſubſiſtence by 
p = the ſaw and axe, yet differed he greatly from the bulk 
ix of artificers; not ſo much minding how he ſhould add 
1s | Houſe to houſe, and enrich his family, but to pleaſe God 
y in an exact obſervance of his holy laws. Accordingly, 
0 at every feſtival, they never failed making their ap- 
h pearance at Jeruſalem, how much ſoever it was out of 
te their way in loſs of time and expence; for, beſides 
8. travelling, nobody was to appear empty before the 
7% Lord. Theſe and the like virtues cauſed them to be 
taken notice of by their relations and neighbours; who! 


alſo could not forbear admiring and eſteeming them; 
| 93 of yet 
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mould... 


Pilgrim. I could wiſh to have had ſuch good ac 


quaintance, but eſpecially to have known that won- 
derful child Jeſus. I long to hear more of him. 
Cleophas. Believe me, Son, that were I to take up 
ever ſo much time, I could not give you an adequate 
account of all the qualities and excellencies of that 


child. From his childhood there appeared in him a 


moſt extraordinary compoſure, and no leſs ſenſe and 
wiſdom, He ſeemed always intent on heavenly things. 


When he could go alone, he was ſo ready in fetching 


or handing any thing his parents wanted, that they 
themſelves were ſtruck with his diligence and activity. 


It was a ſaying among all the neighbourhood, What 
a ſweet child that Jeſus is! How mild, how,good- 
natured ! Never refractory, nor out of humour! He 


has none of other childrens ways, He 1s never ſeen 
playing. or making a noiſe, or buſy about miſchief, or 
ſo much as to mock any one, which children uſually 
delight in; and his parents never could find him our 
in any thing that bordered on a lye. In his carriage, in 
his words and actions, in every part of his behaviour, 
certainly his equal was never known. It is ſaid of 
Moſes, that he was a beautiful child; of Iſaac, that he 
was much given to prayer and meditation; and Jo- 
ſeph's affection and dutifulneſs endeared him to his 
father above all his brethren; but I muſt think them 


inferior to this child. With every natural gift was he 


endued. Had he been a Prince's or King's ſon, he 
would have been talked of far and near. What a hap- 


pineſs to be the parents of ſuch a child! But being 


poor, it was but ſuperficially talked of. For what is a 
carpenter! Were his father a Prieft, or a man of 
wealth, theſe fine parts of his ſon might turn to good 
account; but things being as they are, plain common 


ſenſe would ſerve his turn as well. Such was the talk 


about the extraordinary talents of Jeſus, but very few 
By 9 fs 
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ſaw into the myſtery; 3 and that, indeed, was no won-⸗ 


der, for Mary and Joſeph themſelves, though well 
verſed in divine knowledge, did not yet underſtand the 
true ſource and ſcope of his ſupernatural abilities, which 
ſoon diſplayed themſelves on a very memorable occa- 
ſion, 

Pilgrim. That I ſhouid be glad to hear, 

Cleophas. When Jeſus was about twelve years old, 
in the eighth year of Archelaus's reign, Joazarus being 
High Prieſt at Jeruſalem, his parents, 


Luke ii. 12, 
13, &c. 
to their devout cuſtom, at the Feaſt of the 


Paſſover, but he abſented himſelf from them, and. 


the / had ſer out on their return without him. To this 


he was not induced by a rambling humour, or a curio- 


ſity of ſeeing ſights, like other boys; but, repairing ta 


the Temple, he went to a part of it where the Rabbi's, 


Prieſts, Phariſces, and other men of letters .uſed to 


meet and talk on theological ſubjects. Jeſus, with an 


amiable modeſty, to the great ſurprize of that venera- 
ble aſſembly, _y his ſeat among them. The books 
were opened, and ſeveral paſſages read, which gave 
riſe to queſtions, and argumentations. Jeſus heard them 
with the humble filence of a ſtudent among conſum- 


mate philoſophers, till he judged it proper to. offer 


ſome queſtions on important points. This immedi- 
ately drew all eyes on him. One ſaid, Who can that 
be ? Another, Did you ever hear the like from a boy ? 
And when they had tried him by ſome abſtruſe IE 


tions, his anſwers were ſo appoſite and ſagacious, that 


they owned, with aſtoniſhment, they had never heard 


the like; and as his ſpeech was free from all froward- 


neſs or petulance, and every word delivered with the 
moſt reſpectful humility, they were ſo charmed that 


they placed him in the middle, that all might partake 


of the pleaſure of hearing ſuch wiſdom from ſuch 


tender years. Now Joſeph. and Mary, after ſeeking 
| kinn three days, came thither; and ſhe ſeemed a link 


— 
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diſturbed that he had, contrary to his cuſtom, taken 
that ſtep without aſking leave; but Jeſus ſilenced her, 


ſaying, that he muſt mind his father s buſineſs. How-_ 


ever, his filial obſequiouſneſs was ſuch, that he left the 
aſſembly, and went away with his parents. Though 
Joſeph and Mary were unacquainted with the. divine 
myſteries, yet ſuch was their delight in the child's 

company, that they forgot all the uneaſineſs they had 
been in abour him, and whilſt they were deeply rumi- 
nating on what had paſſed, they at length came to the 
ſteep 1 mountain on which Nazareth ſtood. At that 
time the neighbouring country was interſperſed with 
villages, farms, and ſeats. But, alas! moſt of them 
have been deſtroyed by the wars, which deſtroy every 
thing. 

Pilgrim. I could. wiſh to know ſomething of the 
cauſes of thoſe wars ; but the ſtory of Jeſus pleaſes me 
ſo, that J muſt firſt hear” the iſſue of it. You ſay, Je- 
ſus was the Son of the Moſt High God. Did he, then, 
continue in ſubjection to his parents? Was he not. 
handſomely educated, that he might be fitted to make 
a figure in the world? For it was very improper that 
a youth of his endowments ſhould waſte his time in 
fetching water, gathering chips, and then workin 
with the ſaw, chiſſel, and plane, and ſuch ſervile la- 
bours, which: it ſeems, was his father's trade. 

Cleophas. You ſhould know, Son, that the wiſdom 
of God has no need of having recourſe to man's aid. 
The Spirit of God, which dwelled in Jefus, -was not 
to be increaſed by ſchools, nor leſſened by bodily la- 
bour. The Phariſees were under a neceſſity of con- 
ſulting books; all their learning they had acquired by 
long application ; but Jeſus was the root and ſource of 
all wifdom. It naturally grew up in him, to the great 
admiration of all who ſaw him. He condeſcended, (a 
humility very fingular, indeed!) to be obedient and 
aſſiſting to his parents, But his work did not hinder his 
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God ; and the leiſure, which he allowed himſelf, had 
no appearance of any willingneſs to exempt himſelf from 
the common burden. But to ſet every one a goodexam- 
ple, he gave both body and ſoul their due, and his 
deportment was ſuch, that every one admired the com- 
bination of grace and diſcretion which ſhone in him. 


Pilgrim. I find, Father, by your account, that 


Jeſus was not à little famous, though not ranked 
among the Great, ſo as to raiſe a ſuſpicion in Archelaus,” 
or his brother Antipas, of his being the new born King 
of the Jews. OOTY RS WE Rs, 2 
Cleophas. Very true; and that by reaſon, of the great 
difference of Jeſus's manner and deportment from rhoſe 
of the Nobility, the quarter where all the danger was ap- 
prehended. He never was ſeen witha rapier or poignard 
by his ſide, or in any foreign garb; nor did he fre- 
| He had no pages or 
livery men to attend on him ; he was never ſeen at the 
tavern, exchange, or theatres; nor did he ſeek to in- 
finuate himſelf into the good graces of the Phariſees, 
Scribes, or Saducees, nor court the intereſt of any 
leading men, the uſual artifices of thoſe who are brew- 
ing ambitious deſigns. What, then, was there in Jeſus, 
to make Archelaus afraid ? Bur, indeed, he had other 
enemies, who deprived him of his kingdom : For, 
when he had ſcarce reigned ten years, the principal 
men of the Jews, irritated by his tyrannies, preferred a 
complaint againſt him to the Emperor, who baniſhed 


him to Vienne in France, and ſent Cyrenius in the 


quality of Governor, who ſold all Archelaus's effects 
and demeſnes, and laid the ſecond poll-tax on the 
country, which occaſtoned no ſmall diſturbance. One 
Judas Galileus, a native of Gamala, overtly oppoſed 
the tax, and ſoon found himſelf at the head of a con- 
ſiderable party, but which, after many bloody encoun- 
ters, was ſuppreſſed; yet the ſeeds of revolt ſtill re- 


= , mained, and at ſeveral times ſhot up, ſo as to give a 
= great deal of trouble to Cyrenius's ſucceſſor, whoſe 


government 
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government. was only biennial. O Son! the viciſitudes 
and mutations of rulers, to which this poor country has 
ever been ſubject, have been extremely detrimental to 
it; and at this time died the Emperor Auguſtus, a 
Prince of many good qualities. His ſucceſſor, Tiberias, 
ſent hither Gratus, who ejected Ananus from the office 
of High Prieſt, to make room for one Iſhmael; and, 
removing him alſo, appointed Eleazar, Ananus' $ ſon, 
who at the end of a year was ſuperſeded by Simon ; 
and his year being expired, Joſeph Caiaphas obtained 
the office. Oh, that Caiaphas ! 

Pilgrim. Father, Is it diſagreeable to you to repeat 
theſe things, or, have you ſuffered. in any particular 
manner by that High Prieſt, that your tears begin to 
overflow? 

Cleopbas. He brings to my mind a moſt afflictive 0 
remembrance, of which, in its place, you ſhall hear 
the cauſe. Gratus was continued in his poſt elevea | 
years, when Pontius Pilate was ſent to replace him. 
| This Governor alſo gave rife to many diſturbances, 
| bringing into this city the Emperor's enſigns and his 
buſt; which being contrary to the Jewiſh Law, a great 
number of people repaired to Pilate, then at Ceſarea, 
| with a petition againſt ſuch an innovation; and, though 
| he threatened them with death, they perſiſted, with 
. ſuch clamours, that he thought it adviſable to feign a 
compliance: But in a ſecond uproar from the ſame 
| cauſe, he ordered his guards to fall on the people 
with bludgeons, and, in this manner, a great ſlaugh- 
© ter was made. So that his coming was far from auſ- 
| picious, and very different from that of the Son of 0 
David, who now was in his twenty ſeventh year, led a - 
| Ptivate life, but of ſhining ſanctity, at Nazareth and 
in its neighbourhood.. O happy fields, in which he 
| walked; happy places, where he poured forth his 
| _ prayers ; but much more happy they who have ſeen 
| and heard him, and who received his doctrines in a 
XS N heart, and to whom he has manifeſted himſelf! ! 
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Pilgrim. But how was this manifeſtation | ? What 
were his doctrines? 

Cleaphas. This is, indeed, a nde l part of my 
narrative. Do you ſee yonder, i in the Eaſt, two ruin- 
ous towers, one ſomething farther than the other; 
near it is a high precipice, which you can juſt. diſtin- 
guiſh, it being a good half day's walk from hence. 

Pilgrim. Yes, I have it in my eye. It lies in a line 


with thoſe broken walls. 


Cleophas. Well, cloſe by it is the river Jordan, 
which, on the Eaſt, divides this country from that 
part which i is called Beyond Jordan. Formerly there 
was a ferry to Bethabara, a well-built, pleaſant place; 
and here, in the fourth year of Pilate and the fifteench 
of Tiberius, a ſeries of moral wonders firſt opened it- 
ſelf. A man, by name John, young, but Barth. ili. 
in his cloathing and manner of life re- 1, Kc. 
ſembling the Prophet Elias, was ſuddenly Mark 1. 


ſeen preaching there; and being of prieſtly Luke iii. 


deſcent, brought up in the auſterities of 2» &. 


the deſert, and delivering his preachings with great 


vehemence, ſuitable to the importance of them, he 
affected the hearts of many. People flocked to him. 


from all parts; the ways were continually thronged. 


I remember as if it was but yeſterday, for I was then 


forty years old, how affected the people uſed to come 


away from him, even to tears, and quite changed. 


The outrageous and paſſionate returned meek and 


gentle as lambs; the rude ſoldiers became mild, the 
avaricious publicans liberal, and harlots and profligates 
ſeemed to have received quite another heart. The. 


Phariſees looked on with perplexity and heartburnings, 


They. were at a loſs what to conclude; for all his do- 
cile hearers he baptized in that river. T hey were ſeen 
to acknowledge their ſinfulneſs with the moſt fervent 


contrition; whereas the Phariſees, with all their doctrines, 
ſcarce müde one true convert to holineſs of life. As from 
the uns diſtractions among the Great, and the 


confuſed 


. 
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confuſed ſtate of things, a revolution was univerſally 
expected, many queſtioned whether John might not be 


the promiſed Redeemer ; but he declared that he was ſent 


only as his forerunner, and that he was near at hand. 
Marth. ; :; Alas! nobody thought of Jeſus, who, a 
„Sc. few days after, came forth from Galilee, 
* i 9% out of the obſcurity in which he had 
Lykeii 21, ſhrouded himſelf; but quite unknown, as 
| one of the meaneſt of the diſciples. Yet, 
had h all this concealment, John ſaw ſomething 
which perſuaded him that he was about baptizing one 
reater than himſelf; and, indeed, the baptiſm was at- 
tended with miraculous ſigns from Heaven, and even 
a voice, ut Jeſus was the beloved Son of the Molt 
High. 
Pilgrim. Now 1 ſuppoſe he mingled with the 
Priefts, or made his appearance at Court, that he might 
ſolemnly receive the homage due to his dignity, and be 
declared King. 

Cleophas. No ſuch thing ; ; the pleaſures and . 
of this world had no part in him. He betook himſelf 
Matth. ij. to a barren lonely wilderneſs, without one 
„Kc. man to converſe with, and where nature 
_ 12» offered him no refreſhment. In this dreary 
Euke iv. 1, ſolitude he continued forty days and 
K. nights, amidſt wild beaſts, and without 


any aliment all the time; and being a ſpiritual King, 


he had a fevere conflict with the evil ſpirits, who 
violently urged their temptations, and employed every. 
crafty inticement to overcome him; but his inviolate. 
paar & put them to a ſhameful "fight, and holy. 
| els came to congratulate his victory, and to bring 
bun food. Oh! bleſſed they, who, in imitation of 
Jeſus, rejecting the ſuggeſtions of Satan, patiently 
Wait till God is pleaſed to manifeſt himſelf. 
Pilgrim. This was ſuch a King as, I believe, never 
was heard of before But I beg Pardon for this in- 


terruption. 


Cleoph « 4. 
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 Cleophas. Afterwards he went a ſecond! time to „John, 
who ſtill contined near Jordan: It was about February 
when in theſe countries the Sun | is at ſome heig ght, and 
diſpenſes a chearful warmth. About four 
in the afternoon, Jeſus was walking along Fear n. 
that pleaſant river, with that compoſure 
and meekneſs becoming the appellation of the Lamb 
of God; two Diſciples, induced by John's teſtimony, 
went to him, and found in him a knowledge and ſweet- 
neſs of manners, which charmed them . that they 
immediately ſpread a high _— of him among 
their relations and acquaintance. They who looked for 
a Meſſiah, could not but conclude Jeſus to be the per- 
ſon. His countenance indicated it, his whole deport- 
ment proved it, their hearts wefe ſweetly drawn by his 
words, that, in a very ſhort time, ſome devout per- 
ſons, who ſought after the things of the Kingdom of, 
God, formed themſelves into a little COMPanys.. | 
attended on Jeſus wherever he went. 
Pilgrim. This is delightful to hear, AM 

Uleopbas. With theſe, his Diſciples, he took a jour- 

ney of thirty miles through the country, endearing 
himſelf to them in many affectionate and edifying con- 
verſations by the way, tl through woods and fields 
he came to a place in Galilee, called Cana; 2 
here it was, where firſt were diſplayed the John if. 15. 
powers latent in that divine perſon; for bang 
with his mother, and other company, invited to a 
marriage, he ſat with all the reſervedneſs conſiſtent 
with civility ; at length the cry was, that there was no 
wine; one looked at another, the bridegroom and 
bride ſeemed much abaſhed, and Jeſus's mother her- 
ſelf concerned at their uneaſineſs; Jeſus, as if he took 
no notice of the confuſion, privately changed ſix veſſels 
of water into good wine; and this he did more to ſhew 
that he was come, as the good bridegroom, to ame- 
horate all things, than to accommodate the company 
with wine. Every one admired i its delicacy, and ſoon 
the 
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| the repo rt was all over the town, of a miracle wrought 

at the erg the like of which had never been heard 
of. But Jeſus, intent on other concerns than the fame 
of working miracles, left the place, and, taking his 
way through ſeveral towns and villages, at the begin- 
ning of April came to Jeruſalem, to che great feſtival 
of the Paſſover. 

Pilgrim. Did not the Prieſts receive him with great 
honours? _ 
_ Cleophas. Receive him! Very glad would they have 
been had he never come thither; then had their pro- 
fane abuſes eſcaped due chaſtiſement: For 
on his entering the Temple, here ſtood 
oxen lowing, there ſheep: bleating, yonder doves. 
Nothing. was to be heard but buying and felling, 
changing and telling money, and ſuch clutter, which 
was a great offence, and likewiſe a hindrance to devout 
perſons, among whom many came from far to worſhip 
there. Jeſus, inflamed with a holy indignation at ſuch 
a pollution of that ſacred place, made a ſcourge of 
cords, and drove the beaſts out of the Temple ; and, as 
at violent blaſts of wind the leaves fly off from the 
trees, and the branches are agitated to and fro, ſo here 
every thing was ſoon in diſorder, . They, who were 
idly walking about, made off in a panic; down fell 
the tables and benches; the money bags were ſcattered 
on the floor; the changers hurried away. Some ſtood 
muttering, others were aſtoniſned at ſuch an exertion 
of authority, as more than the Roman garriſon in the 
caſtle of Antonia would have ventured on, Some 
again, by this procedure, were convinced in their hearts, 
and believed in him, as a demonſtration of his divine 
wer. 


ver. 13, &c. 


Pilgrim. It was alſo a wonder, that the Prieſts and 


Captains of the temple, being men of great ſway, did 


not oppoſe Jeſus, 
Joh a Cleophas. Very true; for leſſer matters 
ee en 83 Nane occaſioned much blood- 
1 ſhed. 
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ſhed. . After wards he went into Judæa, where he in- 


| creaſed the number of his diſciples, and baptized them. 
In theſe parts he remained till the month 


of November; when John the Baptiſt, Matth. iv. 15 


for reproving the diſſolute life of "Horad Antipas, 


was cloſely impriſoned in the caſtle of Macherunte, 
which neſt of banditti not long after greatly annoyed 


the Jews, as I ſhall;relate in its place. On this, Jeſus 


went into Galilee ;. and, in the way meeting with a 


woman of. Sichar, near; a well, he aſked; her to give 
him ſome water; which leading on to farther diſ- 
courſe, he gave her and her townſmen to 


underſtand, that they needed not be at the N loſe 
trouble of going to Mount Gerizim to worſhip j Cod, as as a 
ſpirit, being to be worſhiped in ſpirit and 8 
truth in all places. His converſation gave 16. 

his diſciples ſuch pleaſure and fortitude, that they chats 
fully attended him in all his fatigues; and in Galilee he 
was well received, in regard to the miracles he perforni- 
ed amongſt that people preferably to his own country- 
men: For though they could not refute his wiſdom, orde- 
ny his miracles, yet they were filled with jealouſy and ran- 
cour. Some flouted at the meaneſs of his extraction; for 
they could tell who and who was related to him, where 
they lived, and what buſineſs they followed. One was 
a carpenter, another a gardener, another an armourer, 
all working men, not one brought up to any kind of 
literature. Others exclaimed againſt him, that he was 
all for ſtrangers preferably to them; and to prove how 
little deſerving they were of his regard; they dragged 
him up to a precipice near Nazareth, with 
the murderous deſign of throwing: him Luke iv. 26s 
down : But this being excepted againſt by Tit 
ſome, a violent contention aroſe, which gave Jeſus an 


opportunity of withdrawing himſelf, and thus he lefr 


them confounded in their wind | 
"Ro Whither did he betake himſelf? 7 
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Clropbas. At the influx of the river Jordan into the 
lake of Galilee is a town called Capernaum, that is, 

Fair Town; for beſides the proſperity ariſing from its 
large trade, it was full of neat beautiful buildings, and 
the neighbouring country exceeding pleaſant. ſlows 
alas] that town, from being, as it were, lifted up- t 

heaven, is now caſt down, 28 it were, to hell; chat 
you wonder to ſee the ruinous condition of its remains. 
Now great numbers of fiſhermen lived hereabouts'; 
and ſince the impriſonment of John, and the attempt 
of the Nazarenes againſt Jeſus, ſome of the diſperſed 
diſciples had joined them. Here Jeſus, Walking by the 
ſea- ſide, faw four of his principal diſciples in two 
fiſhin g- boats, and called them, in order more particu- 
larly to authorize them to promulgate the Goſpel. 
They, without the leaſt heſitation, left all and followed 
him. After this, he diſtinguiſhed himſelf by going 
into the ſchools of Doctors and confuting their errors, 
by caſting out devils and healing the ſick. But time 
would fail me, Son, to give you a detail of all the 
wonderful things done by Jeſus, during the two years 
he lived in this town. The remembrance, however, 
gladdens my heart; for I was, at that time, became 
one of his diſciples, and conſtantly accompanied him. 
But it will be beſt te confine myſelf to my ſubject; 

| that is, to give you an account of the nee of 
this city, and the cauſes of it. 

Pilgrim. O! Father, what you are upon is fo di 
lightful, ſo elevating, that I intreat you will not drop it. 
Befides, it is connected with your ſubject; for the 
more conſpicuouſly the tranſcendent dignity of Chriſt 
is ſet forth, the more atrocious is the guilt of this city 
in putting him to death; for you ſeem to intimate that 
io have been the cauſe of ſo terrible a cataſtrophe. 

Cleophas. Well, ſince you deſire it, I will enter on 
ſome particulars, from the knowledge of which you 

will 8 ſee what a divine perſonage Jeſus 
was. Therefore, as I was ſaying, Jeſus, when dwell- 

ing 


+» 


frequently offered up there, his raviſhing: diſcourſes, 


out, Jeſus, thou Son of David, have mercy - Iii. 


* * x 
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ing at Capernaum, uſed to viſit the adjacent country 


with his Diſciples. I have ſo often indulged myſelf in 
the remembrance of Mount Tabor, of the prayers he 


the many miracles of compaſſion to the diſeaſed per- 

formed by him, the many ſweet enjoyments we had 

there of his affectionate communicativeneſs, that all 

thoſe. things are, as it were, preſent to me, though 

now very little ſhort of eighty years ago. I remember, 

Son, once we walked all over the whole country of Ga- 

lilee, through Bethſaida, Jamnia,Sephorim, he 

Magdala, Ceſarea Philippi, Cana, Jota- 2 mee" 
pata, Cemeron, Cethron, Saffa, Buria, 8 1 
and other places; every where he talked in the ſchools, | 

to the great edification of the generality, and bounti- 

fully cured all the ſick who were brought to him, and 

went to the houſes of ſome. The fame of ſo extraor- 

dinary a preacher ſpread through the ten towns beyond © |! 
Jordan, namely Chorazin, Gamala, Julia, Gadara, 
Aſtaroth, Jabes, Miſpa, Edrei, Ramoth, and Pella, 

and farther on along Jordan to Jeruſalem ; alſo, on 

the other ſide, it pervaded I Syria Damaſcus, Tyre, 2 
Sidon, Tripoli, Apamea, Selencia, and as far as An-= . 
tioch. There was no end of the people, which, from 
all parts, reforted to him, and among them there were 
waggons, aſſes, and mules appearing above the teſt. 
Some brought their ſick on beds and biers ; tlie blind, 
the lame, eagerly made their way to the mountain, that 
there was great buſtling among the crouds, each 


ſtriving to be firſt, and one and all crying i 
th. v, vi, 


on us. But when the multitudes drew N 
near, he went up to the level on the ſummit, whence 
we could ſee, along all the lower roads, as it were 


ſtreams of people coming on. It was extremely de- .*- 
lightful on that level; the trees; with their lovely fo- * © 
liage, ſheltered us from, the heat, and the height kept wy. 
us from being thronged by I people. But ſweeter 5 

wes AS 5 ' than 


1 * 


4 1, £44 3* 


28, &c. 


; lambs. 


venetration for Jeſus carried you too far. 


* 
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than any thing were his diſcourſes. Every heart was 


warmed with them. All. wondered at the power of his 


| words. The diſcourſes of the Scribes and Phariſees, 


1 1 with all their oratory and human learning, 
atth, vill. produced no ſuch effects. After declaring 


diſeaſed, to cleanſe lepers, to reſtore ſtrength, and rectify 

all diforders in the ſenſitive organs. 
Pilgrim. Wonderful proofs of a ſupernatural power! 
Cleephas. It was not diſeaſes alone which were ſub- 
ject to him; his voice alſo controuled 


Marth. vii ſtorms and waves: For once, croſſing 
the ſea of Galilee, a ſtorm aroſe in the 


night, which was alſo very dark, the ſky being all 


over one thick black cloud, and the ſea broke into 


our little veſſel, that we, and even the men that be- 
longed to it, began to think we were in great danger. 


Hereupon we took the liberty to awaken Jeſus, who 


all the while lay quietly ſleeping, as if in a place of 


perfect ſafety. Having ggntly reproved us for being 
afraid when with him, he Fommanded the ſtorm to 


ceaſe; and, I can aſſure you, the wind immediately 


ceaſed, the ſxy cleared up, and the ſea became as 
ſmooth as a fiſh-pond, and a ſerene ftar-light night 


ſucceeded the ſtormy gloom which had 


Matth. vil. affrighted us. I well remember our joy 
and aftoniſhment at this happy change 
only by his ſpeaking a word or two, alſo the very kind 
miracles he did after we had- got ſafe aſnore; particu- 
larly, how he cait devils out of two men, in whom 


they raged to ſuch a degree, that every body feared 


to come near them; but at a word from Jeſus the 
evil ſpirits left chem, and they became as nee as 

Pilerim. Did not your age and behaviour give me 
2 hich opinion of your veracity, I ſhould 1 5 your 


| C Jeophas, 


| the myſteries of God, and laying down 
the moſt excellent morality, he proceeded to cure the 
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Cleophas. I am very ſenſible,, Son, that this may 
ſeem too wonderful for belief; but I ſhall paſs over 


many things which might equally ſtagger your good 
opinion of me, yet all well known to be Matth. ix. 


true and certain; how he reſtored the 18, &c. 


dead to life; how he healed ſtrance in- Lukexili. 11. 
veterate infirmities, of twelve, eighteen, or 
even thirty-eight years ſtanding; to him it was all 


John v. LY 


alike; a word of that powerful Speaker effected the 
cure. Nay, however incredible it may appear, they 
who touched his garment, in hopes of being cured 
thereby, were immediately relieved, though they made 
not their caſe Known to him. This ſanative power 


drew after him multitudes of ailing people, who fol- 


lowed him every where, on the water, in houſes, in 


the fields, in the wilderneſſes, wherever he went they 


were at his heels; ſo that ſometimes he had not the ne- 
ceſſary leiſure for food and ſleep, and thoſe ſolitary in- 


tervals, which he ſtudiouſly embraced when not di- 


verted by the ſolicitations of the afflifted, or other 
occaſions of doing good. It was frequently a current 
report, Jeſus of Nazareth will come to ſuch a place 
yeſterday he was there, to-morrow he will be here. 
Then haſtened the blind and lame, every one ſtriving 
to be firſt; and it has been known, that when there 
was no coming at him for the crouds, an 3 
opening was made through the roof of a 12 
houſe, and the ſick perſon lowered down 
into the room where Jeſus was, who, you may be. ſure, 
would not diſappoint ſuch an extraordinary expedient. 
Oh! how often have I ſeen the cripple leap with ex- 


ultation, the blind with aſtoniſhment gazing up to the 


{ky, the arthritic rejoicing in the free uſe of their 


bs, the ſick thankfully take up his beds and walk, 


whilſt the people ſtood wondering at ſuch manifeſt= 
ations of goodneſs and power. Fe x 
Pilgrim. Every benevolent heart muſt be charmed 
with theſe particulars ; but I perceive, by your diſ- 
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dourſe, "I you were ſometimes in private with 
Jeſus. 


Cleophas. I was fs, inden; and I could ie 


weep for joy in recalling to mind our fweet walks | 
with him; ſometimes up an eminence, ſometimes 
along levels, ſometimes through vineyards, ſometimes | 


through olive- yards, ſometimes through corn-fields, 
ſometimes along the pleaſant banks of rivers, ſome- 
times through woods; ſometimes the ſpreading cedars 
ſheltered us from the wind and rain, the palms and 
laurels fenced us from the heat of the ſun, and the 
cypreſſes refreſhed us with their ſmell. At other times 
we met with nothing but thorns and briars, though 
at ſome diſtance the country had a better appearance. 
Here was ploughing, there ſowing, or ſhepherds tend- 


ing their flocks; and from all theſe different objects, 


and many more, Jeſus would make ſome edifying ob- 


ſervations: Nay, I cannot think that Solomon, wile as 
he was, had ſuch a perfect knowledge of the ſecrets of 
Nature. There was nothing which he could not im- 
prove into a ſubject of diſcourſe. Trees, plants, corn, 
vineyards, muſtard-ſeed, fiſhes, birds, nets, pearls, 
Jewels, hills, merchandize, the common tranſactions 
of men, he ſpiritualized in a manner very inſtructive to 
the people. Outward things he minded no farther than 
by them to repreſent the nature of the kingdom of 


God; and to promote that, as man's only. happineſs, 


and direct them in the attainment of it, was his whole 
aim. This he earneſtly inculcated to us; and, that 
Matth. x ſuch important knowledge might be ſpread 

among all nations, he choſe twelve of his 
Diſciples, the number of the tribes of Iſrael, as Apoſtles, 
in order to reclaim them and all others from their fins 
and errors, He ſent them two together, charging 
them to mind only the ſervice of God, to be wholly 


taken up with that, and to give themſelves no concern 


about.their living. There was nothing he cautioned us 
againſt more than wor ay mindedneſs, and a ſollicitous 
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care about earthly things, as choaking every good 
ſeed. They were not ſo much as to take any provi- 
ſions or ncceſſaries with them, that they might nor be 
incumbered by the way; and thus they fer out, and 
preached the kingdom of God in towns and villages. 

. Pilgrim, But 1 do not underſtand the not, raking 
any proviſions with you; how could you live, as you 
were not to work, or follow any buſineſs? : 

Cleophas. You would wonder how the Lord of 
Heaven and Earth provided for our being ſupplied z 
ſometimes, indeed, our bread ran low, then we made 

a ſhift with figs, apples, olives, grapes, and the like 
fruits, which here grow wild, in great plenty; in 
harveſt time, when hungry, we ſometimes plucked a 
few ears of corn, and rubbed them in our hands; then 
we. were frequently invited into houſes. Do not you fee 
yonder, towards the ſouth eaſt, the ruins of a ſmall 
caſtle ? 

Pilgrim. Yes, there, not much above a mile off 

Cleophas. The ſame; it is called Bethany; and there 
formerly lived two ſiſters, devout women, and very 
liberal and hoſpitable ; they often entertained us, and 

their kindneſs is not well to be expreſſed; they thought, . 
as the ſaying is, that they could never 
make enough of us, eſpecially one of them, 
named Martha. She was ever on the foot; dreſſin 
victuals, ſetting the table, or doing ſomething or 
other for our accommodation. Indeed, within myſelf 
I pitied her. miſtaken good nature, F requently i it had 
been much better for her, like her fiſter Mary, to have . 
ſat and attended to the affectionate converſations of - 
Jeſus, which always conveyed ſome religious in- 
ſtruction. But ſhe was a ſtirring woman, and acted as 
it ſhe had no other concern than to make us welcome; 
whereas this buſtling manner of thewing one's kindneſs. 
is an extreme hindrance to, if not incompatible with, 

the ſedateneſs which devotion requires. Mary, in the 

mean time, intent on better things, fat at Jefus's feet, 

1 1 len 


Lukex. 31, &c. a 
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liſtening to the word of life, and was ſo affected, that 
it threw her into a deep contrition for her negligent 
life; and this ended in a joy in the grace of God, 
which ſhe expreſſed with tears of gratitude. Many 
other places I could alſo name, where we met with a 
Luke vii. 36. moſt kind reception. We were not with- 
xi. 37. cout invitations from the Phariſees them» 
viii. 2, 3. ſelves, many being deſirous of diſcourſing 
with Jeſus. Farther, it muſt not be omitted, that ſome 
women, having their hearts entirely ſet on the things 
of heaven, accompanied us, and even ſupplied us from 
their own ſubſtance. Thus did God, as it were with 
his own hand, provide for our neceſſities : ; nay, we 
often had ſuch plenty as to relieve the indigent : For 
Jeſus was of ſuch a compaſſionate, benevolent temper, 
that when he ſaw any one ſick, or in want, or in any 
kind of diſtreſs, he was exceedingly moved, and imme: 
Match. 3 diately helped them, even thoſe who did. 
x 14—21 not apply to him. He has been known 
© > 4 plentifully to feed, at one time, troops of 
Mark vi, four or five thouſand men, excluſive of 


34 44 

vii. - women and children. 

22 . Pilgrim. Softly, ſoftly, Father: Why, 
fön. you muſt have had ſhip or cart loads of 
—13 proviſions following you. There could 


not, certainly, be ſuch great doings as you talk of. 

Cleophas. There were no praviſions at all. Once, 
indeed, a youth in the croud happened to have five 
_ barley loaves and two broiled fiſhes and with theſe 
Jeſus ſupplied the multitude. | 
Pilgrim. This ſavours of incredibility ; but I maſt 
hear farther. 

Cleophas. On the ſea or lake of Galiles are two 
towns, Tiberias and Bethfaida, at that time very flou- 
riſhing places. Between them, near a bay of that lake, 
js a deſert, where great numbers had been with him 
ſome days, hearing his diſcourſes, I ſhall never forget it. 
it was a Hate before in the month of March, 
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-when all the trees bloomed, and the lively herbage was 


intermingled with white and yellow flowers. The ſun 


being near ſetting, many ſeemed” faint with hunger; 
the children cried, the mothers were tired and ſpent, and 
had nothing to give them; and evening coming on 
apace, there was but a melancholy ſpectacle. Jeſus's 
pity inclining him to relieve them; he conſulted with 

us about putting his good deſigns in execution; one 
was for ſending them home, another was for laying out 
what money we had, which was about five pounds, 


and giving a pittance to every one; but he himſelt 


knew beſt what was to be done; he cauſed the mul- 


titude to fit down ſeparately, in companies of a 
hundred or fifty together; and now the wonder was 


what could be the meaning of this diſpoſition, and 


what was to follow next. He then took the aforeſaid 


Joaves and fiſhes, 'and raiſing his eyes towards Heaven, 
calling on the F ather, he broke them 1nto pieces, and 
ordered us to diſtribute them among rhe people; we 
ſimply imagined his hands would be ſoon empty, but 
as faſt as we dealt the pieces out, they were found to 
increaſe in our Japs, and under his hands, and likewiſe 
in the hands of thoſe who reached the pieces to others ; 


and this continued till all were ſatisfied; when, to ths | 


great amazement of the people, whoſe acclamations of 
thanks and praiſe made all places ring, the fragments 


gathered up filled twelve baſkets. One thought on 


the manna in the wilderneſs, another on the Prophet 
Eliſha and the widow of Zarephath; ſome ſaid, This 
muſt certainly be the Prophet whom Moſes ſpoke of 
others, | in their zeal, cried out, Let us make him King, 
he is able to- deliver us from the Romans; in ſhort, 
there began to be a great ferment among the people, 
but it being now duſk, Jeſus ſilently with -- 
drew to a ſolitary mountain, to converſe John vi. 14. 
with God in prayer and meditation. 2. 
Pilgrim. He muſt dere been inveſted dit a wonder- 
ful power. 


P 4 | Cleophas. | 
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Cleephas. Certainly, and there was ſuch an attractive 


Match. iv. ſweetneſs in his ſpeech, that his hearers. 
24, &c. quite abſorbed in holy rapture, forgot 


ag 47% their repaſts. Once, being in a bark with 


John vi. 16, him, we reached the ſhore ſo ſoon, that wg 
AC. wondered how the time had paſſed away 
ſo ſwift, whereas before we. had been lugging at the 
oar a tedious time, without gaining any ground: He 


| had been ſtanding on the ſhore, where ſeeing us toiling 


to no effect, he came to us walking on the ſex, and 


ſtept into aur bark; this he did to try how we would 
behave in a time of terror; then he comforted us; and 


it was his endearing converſation which made our 
Paſſage appear ſo ſhort, 


Pilgrim. I am no leſs pleaſed with his affability ond 
goodneſs, than amazed at his actions; he ſeems to- 


have been equally kind to all. 
Cleephas. All who were afflicted in body or 4 


ſought to preſent themſelves before him: And, about 


this time came to him the Diſciples of John, all in a 
conſternation with the melancholy news 
Matth. xiv. 

1 that their maſter had been beheaded at 
Mark vi. 17, Macherunta by the wicked artifice of 


_ Herodias, who, amidft the revelry of a ban- 
quet, took advantage of Herod's being pleaſed with 


her daughter's dancing, to procure his order that John's 
head ſhould be immediately brought on a large diſh, 

as for a ſhow, when that cruel woman ran a 8 
through the tongue, becauſe he had reproved the in- 
ceſtuous adultery of Herod in marrying her, ſhe being 
his brother Philip's wife. The ſuddennets and manner of 


their maſter's unexpected death quite overwhelmed 


them with grief. Jeſus received them with the moſt 
tender ſympathy and kindneſs; and having comforted 


them, took them into a wilderneſs, where, whilſt he 


* 


— 


5 he recommended to them to repoſe themſelves. 


Pilgrim, Certainly nothing better for a troubled 
wind. 
 Cleophas, 


1520 
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Cleophas. Yes, and they found the benefit of a 
quiet retirement, but Jeſus's ardour to diſcharge his 
miſſion would not admit of a receſs of any continuance; 
he ſoon ſhe wed himſelf again, and went from place to place 
preaching the Kingdom of Heaven, the people flock- 
ing to him from all parts in boats, in waggons, on 
horſeback, and even on foot; they left their ſhops, 
offices, farms, whatever their buſineſs was, to follow 
him, yet not a few from mere curioſity, others to 
hear his doctrines, having conceived a favourable 
opinion of it; and many to be cured of bodily infir- 
mities, for to him nothing was impoſſible; he reſtored 
life to the dead, cleanſed lepers, caſt out devils; in 
whatever language he was ſpoke to, he could anſwer in 
the ſame, that all places were full of his wonderful en- 
dowments. | TN 
Pilgrim. What was the general opinion of him, as 
he did ſuch mighty things done? | 5 
. Cleophas. They knew not what to think of him 
with any certainty ; ſome, from the Pythagorean opi- 
nion, that ſouls tranſmigrate from one „„ 
body to another, imagined him to be ee * 
John the Baptiſt; whilſt others, from his * 
many miracles, rather thought him the Prophet Elias; 
others, from his exhorting every one to amendment of 
life, without reſpect of perſons, judged him to be 
Jeremiah, or at leaſt one of thoſe Prophets, whom. 
God, in old times, ſent to reprove, inſtruct, and com- 
fort his people; but none of them had a true know- 
ledge of him. 5 „ | 
Pilgrim. He muſt, however, have had ſomething 
noble in his preſence, to be compared to ſuch perſons. 
Cleophas. His ſhape was rather delicate than robuſt; 
in his countenance there was ſuch a mixture of dignity 
and ſweetneſs, as excited both love and awe; his ſtature 
was middling; his hair of the colour of a ripe hazel nut, 
and, parting on the crown of his head, hung down 
ſtrait, after the manner of the Nazarenes, to his 
Cr, ſhoulders, 
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ſhoulders, where it curled a little; of the ſame colour 
was his beard, which parted in the middle of his chin, 
and was of no great length; his face perfectly ſmooth, 
without any wrinkle, ſpot, or blemiſh; his eyes of a 
mildneſs inclining to gravity ; and his cheeks were 
tinged with a roly redneſs. He ſpoke little; in ex- 
hortation loving; in reproof ſerious. Tears were not 
uncommon with him, but he was never ſeen to laugh, 7 
He was alſo free from all moroſeneſs or anger ; and in 
all his deportment and ways there was ſuch a natural 
eaſe and beauty, that juſtly was he ſtyled the moſt 
amiable among the children of men. 

Pilgrim. Oh! Bleſſed were the eyes who ſaw him, 
and the ears which heard him! 

Cleophas. And much more they which knew him 
ſuch as he truly was, and were thereby moved to re- 
ceive his doctrines in an obedient heart; for his dig- 
nity was much greater than appeared outwardly, That 

he revealed only to thoſe whom he ho- 


= Mi noured with an intimate confidence, Pare 
Mark ix, 2, ticularly three of the Apoſtles, Peter, 
Take! 1 0, James, and John; for once, whilſt he was 
Kc. praying on the ſummit of Mount Tabor, 


2 Pet. i. 17. his countenance altered, and became as the 
ſun in its brightneſs, and his apparel exceeding white 
and ſhining, and on each fide of him ſtood a venerable 
perſonage. Theſe were Moſes and Elias. What theſe 
favoured Apoſtles ſaw and felt there, is above all words 
to deſcribe. They could have wiſhed it had laſted for 
ever; and not a little dejected were they, when theſe MW 
glories vaniſhed. They thought no more of any thing 
in the world : It ſeemed the felicity and perfection of 
Heaven. They often related, and never without tears, 
the love which aroſe in them towards thoſe bleſſed Pro- 

ts, and each other ; how ſweet the heavenly voice 
teſtifying his glory. Some mention, indeed, was made 
of the croſs and ſufferings ; but ſuch was their rapture, 


that they laid it not to heart. At laſt a godly awe | 
ſeized 


4 
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ſeized them: They ſeemed quite out of themſelves, 
overpowered by divine irradiations. Then wondered 
they no longer at any miracles he did; all their won- 
der was, that ſo divine a perſon had humbled himſelf 
ſo very low, as to become like the children of men, and 
be ſubje& to contumely, the croſs, and ſufferings. Such 
was his humiliation, that he would not have his dignity 
be openly revealed, as thereby the ſenſe of his approach- 
ing ſufferings muſt have been abated or wholly removed. 
He died for us, and would die with all the feelings of 
human nature about him. Theſe particulars we had 
from them afterwards ; for we knew nothing but that 
he was gone up the mountain to pray, as j 
he frequently did; for we have known 
him to ſpend the whole night in prayer. 
His conſtant cuſtom was to riſe very early, and with- 
draw to devotional exerciſes. Thus, when we walked 
with him through Galilee, he would lead us up moun- 
tains, or into lonely places, and inſtruct us with a 
fatherly concern in all things neceſſary to make us heirs 


Luke V1, 12. 
XXI. 37. 


of the kingdom of heaven. | 


Pilgrim. But did not he walk any longer in public, 
and converſe with the multitude? | 

Cleophas. Certainly ; and the following year more 
than ever. He was for digging and manuring the ſoil 
afreſh, that it might produce the more abundantly : 
But previouſly, from the whole body of his diſciples, 
he made choice of ſeventy, and ſent them, two by two, 
like the twelve Apoſtles, being upon leaving Caper- 
naum, where he had chiefly dwelt for the ſpace of two 
years, and again vifit the country for the laſt time. 
His exhortations and ſermons, the ſigns and wonders 
he wrought, his many journies and fatigues, the va- 
rious reception he met with, the many perſecutions he 
ſuffered from the Phariſees in this his Iaft circuit, I 


omit, as nearly reſembling what I have already related. 
_ Pilgrim, You ſeem, Father, ts reluct againſt giving 
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any account of the laſt baſſages of this excellent Per- 
ſon's life. 
5 Cleophas. Oh, to think on that feaſt of 
John vii. 


Tabernacles ! It was in September, and all 
places i in this city were ſtuck with boughs. Jeſus for 
ſome time kept himſelf concealed, on account of the 
great ferment among the people. Some, who had 
aſſiſted at his ſermons, and ſeen the miracles done by 
him, declared for him, ſaying, He muſt be the true 
Chriſt, otherwiſe he could never have the power to 
do fuch things, as undeniably he has done: Then his 
conſtant devotion, his gravity and mildneſs, ſpeak him 
a Prophet. Where was ſuch a man ever heard of ? On 
the other hand, the Phariſees, and their followers, cried, 
That he was a ſeducer, and would ſet the whole coun- 
try in a flame. Jeſus afterwards ſhewing himſelf in 
public, all were ſtruck with the dignity of his appear- 
ance. His doctrine flowed like a ſtream of living wa- 
ter. The hearts of many were ſo powerfully convinced, 

that they ſhouted forth their belief in him. 
_ tated the Phariſees, and the croud was very great; 

one cried this, another that, when armed men came to 
ſeize Jeſus, a tumult being apprehended. I well re- 


member what a panic we were in. However, this time 


all ended very well; but the next day it was much 

5 worſe. Jeſus had come early into the Tem- 
e ple, and preached divine truths; but the 
Jews Fa and ſtormed as if they had been out of 


their ſenſes, and at laſt proceeded to throw ſtones at 


him. But, to ſet us an example of patience under ill 
treatment, he, who with a word could have deſtroyed 


them all, quietly withdrew ; and, ſo far from reſenting 


| their brutality, and ceaſing to do them 
Joby is. good, he immediately after reſtored ſight 
to one who had been born blind; but this proved' only 
freſh fuel to the jealouſy and malice of the Phariſees, 
They held ſecret meetings, and conſulted together, and 
uſed all manner r of artifices to catch him in ſomething . 


This irri- 
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whereon to ground an accuſation ; but he Ihn a 
approved himſelf a faithful ſhepherd, * © 


come to feed his ſpiritual ſheep. He now again left 


this diſtracted blind city, and withdrew to the other 
ſide of Jordan, whither he was followed by a multi- 
tude of people, among whom were alſo ſome agents of 
the Scribes and Phariſees, watching for an opportu- 
nity of laying hold on him by ſurprize, and carrying 
him off. 


Pilgrim. What could they mean by ſuch implacable 


rancour againſt Jeſus? , 


Cleophas. Why, his doctrine in many points claſhed 
with theirs. They made no account of real inward ho- 
lineſs, and for a ſanctimonious appearance in the eye of 
the world were inflexibly rigid. This they placed in 
an outward obſervation of the ſabbath, waſhing of 
hands, ablutions, bathings, faſting outwardly, making 
loud prayers, and the like externals, the heart remain- 


ing unchanged, full of covetouſneſs, malice, and arro- 


gance ; whereas the former Jeſus expoſed as vain and 
hypocritical, without ſuitable tempers; the latter he 
ſeverely reprimanded. He exploded alſo many of their 
favourite inſtitutes, and urged purity of heart, doing 
good to all men, loving our enemies, indifference to 
worldly things, and not to look for a kingdom on this 
earth. Earneſtly did he admoniſh us and Match. 6 

the people to beware of the doctrines of ß 
the Phariſees, as illuſory and of no ſolidity. This it 


was which provoked them, ſenſible that thus they 


ſhould loſe all their authority, and fink into a level 
with the common herd; to love one's enemies 
being inconſiſtent with oppreſſing them; an indiffer- 
ence to the world, with an affectation of ſuperiority 
and a delight in homage. Thus they load- john v. 16. 
ed him with all the abuſes malice could x. 20. 
ſuggeſt. Sometimes he was a deſpiſer of Matth. xi. 19. 
the ſabbath ; ſometimes out of his mind, and had a 
devil; ſometimes they exclaimed againſt him as a 


triend 
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friend of publicans and ſinners, with many more ſuch 


railings. 
Pilgrim. Bigotry chooks many excellent virtues in 


us, and blinds us to thoſe of others. But pleaſe to 


roceed. 
| Cleophas. Jeſus, as I ſaid, departing from Jeru- 
ſalem, went about the country, through the towns 


Matth. xvi. and villages, preaching the kingdom of 


= heaven, reproving, and exhorting ; likewiſe 

3 curing the diſeaſes of all who addreſſed 
themſelves to him. He recommended to his hearers great 
ſelf-denial, to take up their croſs, and not to ſettle 
their hearts on any thing in this world. _ In his teaching 


he frequently made uſe of parables, or ſimilitudes, of 


various things and tranſactions; but all his public 


diſcourſes and private converſation tended to edifying. 
Not an idle word, nor any ſlander or backbiting ever 


was known to come from him; and if he deigned a 

word on worldly concerns, it was no farther chan ne- 

ceſſity or courteſy. 

Pilgrim. Yet we may ſuppoſe ſuch talk was often 

9 in his way, as all kinds of people reſorted to 
im. 

Cleophas. True; it was not on ſpiritual motives that 
all came to him. Some would needs. conſult him about 
the diſtribution of their worldly goods; others were 
Lok curious of knowing whether few or many 

Ake ri. 13. ſhould be ſaved; and ſome had the auda- 


XU1. 23. 
ciouſneſs to come with captious queſtions. 


Others were taken up with enquiring after news; for 


the country was full of various reports of what was 
doing in ſeveral parts. Some could, off hand, tell who 
had been Conſuls at Rome ſuch and ſuch a year; that, 
three years before, Rubellius and Fuſcus had filled 


that high office, and that they were ſucceeded by Lon- 


gius and Quartinus, and theſe by the Emperor Tibe- 
rius and Elius Sejanus ; but that Sejanus's enormities 
having excited an inſurrection, Tiberius cauſed him 

and 
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and his whole family to be put to death; the diſturb- 
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ances in the Empire on account of theſe; that for 


the current year, Domitius Enobarbus, and Vitellius 


Nepos were raiſed to the conſulſhip. They could alſo 
tell how Herod Antipas, with great ſlaughter, loſt a 
battle againſt, Aretas, King of the Arabians, who had 
levied an army purely to revenge the injury done to 
his daughter, Antipas's wife, by his repudiating her 


to make room for the adultreſs Herodias; and. not 
a few looked on this bloody defeat as a judgment on 


him, for his cruelty to John the Baptiſt. 
Others talked of Pilate's having killed 
ſome ill- affected Galileans, and mingled their blood 
with their ſacrifices ;- alſo how the tower of Siloam 
ſuddenly fell, and cruſhed eighteen perſons. Theſe and 
the like events they uſed to canvaſs with great heat, 
and, wrangling about who was in fault, brought their 


VET. Is 


- impertinences before Jeſus for a deciſion. To every 


thing, however, he gave them ſuch anſwers, as con- 
veyed ſome ſolid inſtruction, In his way 1 

through Samaria and Galilee he healed * pt ore 
two lepers ; and now, it being the feaſt of TOS 
the Dedication, which was in the month of December, 
he again went to Jeruſalem,, and walking 
in. one of the porches of the temple, a cla- 
morous rabble of Jews gathered about him, and fu- 
riouſly inſiſting that he ſhould declare whether he was 
the true Chriſt, the late commotion at the feaſt of the 
Tabernacles being till freſh in their mind, Jeſus mildly 
reaſoned with them: Yet, inſtead of acquieſcing, or 
going away peaceably, they gathered ſtones to kill 


Johnx. 22, &c. 


| ? him; the way of all wicked people, when they are 


nonplus'd. Jeſus, on this, quitted the city, and came 
to Bethabara on the river Jordan. Oh ! his many melan- 
choly ſteps through the Valley-gate, of which, from 
hence, you ſtill ſee ſome pieces; particularly now, - 
when, like an exile, he was compelled to depart and 


 feck ſhelter near the Jordan. Theſe inſulrs were, the 


commence- 
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as you ſee, the country was ſo ſeverely ſcourged. 

Pilgrim. How long did he continue there ? 

Cleophas, But a ſhort time ſomething falling out, 
which drew him to the neighbourhood « of Jeruſalem. 

Pilgrim. To expoſe himſelf again to thoſe flagitious 
wretches. 

Cleophas. The diſciples could have wiſhed him to 
remain beyond Jordan. They had not forgot the out- 
rages of his adverſaries, how they threatened, gnaſhing 
their teeth for malice, and throwing of ſtones ; z alſo the 
ill treatment, the hardſhips and afflictions they had 
undergone at Jeruſalem and other places. But Jeſus's 
benevolence ſeemed to brave danger, and the urgency 
of the caſe admitted of no delay. 


Pilgrim. It mult alſo have been ſome weighty con- 


cern. 
Jleopbhas. Lazarus, one of his kindeſt friends, lay 
dangerouſly ill, ſo that his two ſiſters, who had ſo often 
ent einen us, and had a great affection for their bro- 
3x. ther, diſpatched a meſſenger to Jeſus, re- 
John xi. 
gqiueſting he would come and reſtore health 
to his friend ; but, before his arrival, he receives ad- 
vice of his death. However, he goes on, SpParently 
much dejected. 
Pilgrim. Did his diſciples go with him? 


Cleophas. Ves; but with fear and trembling, ex- 


pecting nothing but death, and determined to die 
Rim. 
Pilgrim. So he went purely to comfort his friend's 
ſiſters. | 
 Cleophas. Yes, by raiſing him to life again. 
Pilgrim. Wonderful! a 
Cleophas. Jeſus, on his coming to Bethany, found 


the houſe full of relations and acquaintance from Je- 
ruſalem, come to condole with the afflicted ſiſters, 


who, hearing that Jeſus was drawing near, went to 
meet him, the active Martha Frſt, and ſoon followed 
the 


A. D. 30 | 


, commencements of that nefandous crime, for which, 
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by the ſedate Mary, but without the Jeaſt hope of what 2 
Jeſus intended, their minds being quite plunged inan 
t, ſorrow, and all about them were weeping and wailing: : 
Jeſus himſelf, when ſhewn the grave where worthy 
m Lazarus lay, joined alſo. in their tears. There is no "I 
expreſſing the amaze, the terror, and joy of the by- 
to ſtanders, at ſeeing the corpſe, only at the call of Jeſus, 
t- come forth from the grave, roll about his eyes, a vital 
g red efface his paleneſs, and his arms move as if he 
10 was only ariſen from his daily ſleep. Such a miracle ſoon 
id flew from one end of the city to the other; it was the 
79 talk in all companies; private houſes and the places 
y of reſort were full of it. Every one expreſſed an eager- 
| neſs to be certified of the truth of ſuch an extraordi- 
"4 nary event. Great numbers were firmly convinced of 
his being the Chriſt, and that the Phariſees were utterly 
1 in the wrong. „ B 
n Pilgrim. But what conſtruction was put on this nu- 
. merous converſion? | Ws 
. Cleophas. Never was known ſuch à dangerous junc- 
h ture. Many feared that the country was at the eve of 
& its deſtruction; for, had they ſet up Jeſus for King, 
ly (and ſome ſhouts were heard which looked that way,) 
the Romans, againſt whom this would have been a 
direct revolt, would have put every thing to fire and 
FR ſword. The men of the robe began to hurry to and 
ie fro. The Sanhedrim, or grave Council of Seventy- two, 
was convened, and not one member abſented himſelf. 4 
„ Several expedients were propoſed, many motions were 
made, the exigency being of the utmoſt importance. | 
At laſt, on the perſuaſion of Joſeph Caiaphas, it was 
reſolved, that there was no other effetual expedient 
d than putting Jeſus to death, and to ſeize the firſt op- 3 
.. portunity of doing it. But how blind is the craft of 4 
s. man |! What was held to be the ſureſt preſervative, ' 
to | proved the very occaſion of all the ſubſequent cala- 6 
Y mities which befel this poor country; the Romans 
- having deſolated it as a chaſtiſement of their continual 


„ inſurrections, 


2 
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infurrections, and not on account of any party formed 
to ſer up Jeſus. The ſentence paſſed on Jeſus was 
ſoon made public by edicts, ordering all perſons to 


apprehend Jeſus wherever they met him, and deliver 


him up to the great council. 
Pilgrim. What meaſures did Jeſus take? 


Cleophas. He filently withdrew to a deſert near the 


town of Ephraim, not far from Jericho. We accom- 
panied him. It was inexpreſſibly delightful. The palm 
trees were in their full verdure, the roſes in their 
bloom, and innumerable odoriferous herbs ſpread their 
reviving ſcents through the air, The ſun ſhone with a 
genial heat, it being now ſpring; for we continued 


here all the month of March, remote from the fury of 


the Phariſees, and enjoying the ſweet, the conſolatory, 
the divine converſations of our Lord. The world 
Matth. xx. ſeemed to be of no farther regard to us; 
17, Ke. we could have ſtaid there for ever with 
Mark x. 322 the dear Jeſus. But the Paſſover approach- 
31, Ke. ooing again to Jeruſalem, and talked of 
what he was to ſuffer there, which grieved us to the 
heart. Vet how fluctuating and variable is man's heart! 
Inſtead of that bleſſed heavenly-mindedneſs which we 


felt in our receſs, it was now changed into wrangling. 
One was for being maſter ; another would not bear it. 


But Jeſus, by his mild wiſdom, filenced them, and 
gave us to underſtand, that ambition did not belong to 
his diſciples. . As he paſſed through Jeri- 


Matth. * cho, great multitudes following him; he 


2 &C. 


inſtructed them in the things of the king- 


dom of heaven; and he reſtored fight to two beggars. i 
All who came to him he received with the greateſt 
affability and kindneſs, even notorious finners, when 

expreſſing a ſorrow for their | wickedneſs. 


Luke * „ Thus Zaccheus, a chief of the Publicans, 
| was ſo affected by Jeſus's goodneſs, that 


he came to him, lamenting his ſins, and gave half of | 


his | 


— 


3 
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Luke xviii. ing, he intimated to us his intention of 
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his ſubſtance to the poor, and invited Jeſus to take up 
his abode with him. But to return to our journey. 
When we had paſſed the ruins of the ancient city in 
the deſert of Quarentena, and came in ſight of the 
ſtately edifices of Jeruſalem as it then was, namely, the 
King's palace, the caſtle of Antonia, the tower of 
Ophel, the mounts Akra and Beſetha, with their lofty 
buildings, and eſpecially the glorious ſplendor of the 

Temple, lifting its head far above all the other parts, 
many high gates and large towers adding to the gran- 

deur of the appearance; we were ſtruck with conſterna- 

tion, dreading what might be the event of Jeſus's 
going thither, But he left the city on the right hand, 
and went to his friends at Bethany. 

Pilgrim, Who, no doubt; were rejoiced at the com- 

ing of their ſhepherd. | . 

Cleophas. Oh! Words cannot deſcribe the joy and 
cordiality with which they received us; till, with great 
concern, they began to acquaint us of ſome particular 
proceedings of the malicious Phariſees, of their endea- 

vours to find out Jeſus, and of their proclaiming 4 

reward for any who ſhould apprehend and ſecure him. 

They alſo had the ſame fears with us, that, on our com- 

ing within Jeruſalem, Jeſus's enemies would, by ſome 

means or other, compaſs their ends. on him, and we 


. * * % 


4 ſhould ſhare his fate; but Jeſus, not diſpleaſed at their 


WE tenderneſs, mildly ſignified to them, that he was to 
ſuffer at this feaſt of the Paſſover: Such 


vas the Father's pleaſure; to that end was 4 — * 

he ſent; but of benefit inexpreſſible would Mark xiv. 1, 

his ſufferings be to all who believed in 1075 5 
him. This threw us into a melanchol a 


IE filence. Martha, who had a very honeſt, well- meaning 


heart, got ready a ſupper with ſuch diligence and 
plenty, as if ſenſible it would be the laſt time of her 
having the pleaſure of entertaining us. But grief left 
Ius little inclination to eat; the thoughts of Jeſus's ap- 
proaching death quite overwhelmed the whole com- 
's Qz pany 3 
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pany ; and Mary, to give the laſt token of her reſpect 


to Jeſus, poured ſome very coſtly ointment on his 


head, and bathed his feet with her tears. On her open- 
ing the box of ointment, the fragrancy ſcented all the 
houſe, and we wondered at her great love; for the 
ointment ſhe had poured could not have colt leſs than 
five pounds. Every heart was tranſported to ſee their 
Maſter thus honoured, and became enkindled with the 
like divine love, except one of us, who was even then 


full of black devices, That hypocritical, falſe-hearted 
traitor | | | 


Pilgrim. This circumſtance, Father, goes very near 
your heart. What was, then, this man? 
Cleophas. In outward appearance and office an Apo- 


ſtle, who, like the others, had accompanied Jeſus; 


but in heart he was a traitor, and very juſtly called Iſ- 
cariot, that is, a Ditch covered with Briars. This ava- 
ricious wretch dared to frown at Mary, by whoſe liberal 
hoſpitality he had ſo often been retreſhed ; and, after 
Matth. xxvi. dropping ſome ſcandalous reflections on 


14, 15, 16. the anointing, he bolted out of the houſe, 
. = Now he repaired to the council of the High 


Luke xxii. Prieſts, who were not a little ſurprized at 
85 one of Jeſus's Diſciples appearing in their 
preſence. On being aſked his buſineſs, he made no 
difficulty of declaring to them, that it was, on condi- 
tion of a reward, to betray his maſter into ſuch hands 
as they ſhould appoint. In his eyes, geſture, and whole 
appearance there was a wild ferocity, as of one agi- 
tated by gloomy ideas ; as indeed Satan, finding him 
a proper ſubject to work on, had wrought in him a 
forgetfulneſs of all Jeſus's kincneſfes, and impreſſed him 
with many horrid paſſions ; otherwile it is not in nature 


| that he could ever have gone about a crime of ſo deep 


a dye. The High Prieſts were rejoiced at this unex- 
pected propoſal, and agreed to give him thirty ſilver 
pieces, provided he delivered up Jeſus, by day or night, 
without any diſturbance ; that he was to advile _ 

4 


2 D. 34. <Pranme and Cm. 229 


of the time, and they would be ready immediately to 
give him what aſſiſtance he required. With this per- 
fdious intent he returned to us, who knew nothing of 
the matter; but Jeſus, to whoſe divine knowledge all 
ſecrets were open, had, in the Spirit, feen all his negoci- 
ation with the Prieſts ; bur, inſtead of ſaying any thing 
to him, treated him with his wonted affability. This 
treachery made no diſagreeable 1mpreſiion on him, 
eing known to him from the beginning, as the good 
pleature of the Father, and the reſult of the heavenly 
ſcheme for man's redemption; 

Pilgrim. 1 know not whether I execrate the traitor's 
ungra: -eful wickedneſs more than I admire Jeſus's lenity. 
Both, as very extraordinary, open a vaſt field of medi- 
tation, and increaſe my deſire of hearing the iſſue. 

Cleophas. The next day, being Sunday, Jeſus, agree- 
able to the prophecy, intending to make Matth. xxi. 
his entry into Jeruſalem on a ſhe- aſs, fent 1: 171 
away two of his diſciples for it, whilſt v we Kc. a 
came on foot to that ſmall village called Luke xix. 29, 
Bethphage, yonder, behind the Mount of © | 
Olives ; but you may obſerve that ſome ruins ſhew it 
to have been larger than in its preſent ſtate. You alſo 


| ſee, on one ſide of the mountain, a road which winds off 


Ku 1 


another way. 
Pilgrim. ] ſee it very plainly. | 
Cleophas. There the two diſciples met us with the 

ſhe aſs. Having laid our cloaths over it, we ſeated the 


Lord of Lords on the beaſt; and, on his approach to 


tne city, he was met by a multitude of people marching 
like an army: But inſtead of arms they had only 
boughs, as receiving their King in a triumphant man- 
ner, The air rang with joyful acclamations ; and all 
the road leading to ) Jeruſalem, being about the diſtance - 
of a mile and a half, was ſtrewed with branches of - 
palm, olive, and other trees. Tranſport appeared in 
every face; and ſome, pulling off their upper gar- 


ments, ſpread them on the ground, in token of greater 


423 homage 


f 
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homage to their ſuppoſed King. The eyes of all were 
fixed on Jeſus, who came on with a graceful meek- 
neſs, in the midſt of his diſciples, and crouds holding 
up branches of palm-trees, that it looked like a 
moving wood, and ſhouting, © Hoſanna! The Som of 
David I Bleſſed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord.“ The Diſciples, in the mean time, relating to 
the people the glorious works he had done; how he had 
made the blind to ſee, the deaf to hear, the lame to 
walk, with many other the like acts of goodneſs and 
ſupernatural power, and had even raiſed the dead to 
lite, of which they had a recent and well-known in- 
ſtance in Lazarus. They alſo ſhouted, “ Hoſanna in 
the higheſt ! Bleſſed be the kingdom of our father 
David !** The Phariſees, vexed to the heart at theſe 
marks of honour thus publicly ſhewn to the object of 
their malice, went up to Jeſus, telling him, It would 
become him to ſuppreſs ſuch riotous behaviour, (as they 
termed it,) of his followers.” But the anſwer they re- 
ceived from Jeſus was, * That it was now impoſſible to 
ſilence the people in their praiſes of God ; and, other- 
wiſe, the very ſtones would proclaim it.“ Being come 
to the Mount, whence he had a full view of the city; 
which then, beſides its magnificence, was of a great 
breadth and length, as the ruins of the walls plainly 
ſhew, particularly the outward wall, which was little 
ſhort of nine miles in circuit; and ſeeing, amongſt 
many other noble ſtructures, theincomparable T emple, 
with its golden roof, reflecting ſuch a glorious efful- 

nce ; conſidering alſo the condition into which it is 
fallen, or rather, by his divine intuition, having preſent 
to him all the calamities and miſeries which were 
coming on it, and ſo near that the next generation 
would live to ſee them; but chiefly that this cata- 
{trophe was owing to their fins, of which they had not 
the leait ſenſe, and, inſtead of repentance, were ſwelling 
the number of their iniquities, he wept very bitterly, 


and with ſuch emotions as drew tears from us all, He 
| lamented 


all the blood ſhed by their ſanguinary ge. 


practices, on Tueſday evening, going Luke xxi. 5, 
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lamented their blindneſs, and foretold their fall, but 


in words ſo interrupted by burſts of grief, that they 
could not be entirely connected together; and even 


when, at length, he was come within the city, his eyes 


and cheeks were ſtill wet with tears. It was through 


that gate on Mount Sion, called the Fountain-Gate, 


though now you ſee only a heap of rubbiſh, that he 
entered, and immediately the whole city was in an 
uproar, the windows and doors were flung open, the 
people gazing, and aſking, ** What is the matter?“ To 
whom the multitude, who ran before, anſwered, “It is 
Jeſus, the Prophet of Nazareth, come from Galilee.” 
Pilgrim, An alarming entry for an unknown Mo- 
narch! And what did he in the city? | | 
Cleophas. Whatever he judged neceſſary Matth. xxi. 
to be done, previouſly to his ſufferings, 12 &c. 
Firſt, according to his cuſtom, he went to &. 
the Temple, out of which he again drove Luke xix. 
the money-changers, the ſellers of beaſts 45, Ke. 
and birds, and other dealers, as an avaricious abuſe of 
that ſacred place, And when the Phariſees queſtioned 
him concerning this procedure, he in ſeveral parables 
expoſed their hypocriſy, oppreſſion, and cruelty. Three 
days ſucceſſively he taught in the Temple, in the even- 
ing retiring to Bethany or the Mount of Olives; in 
which time he ſuffered a great deal from the oppoſition 
and inſidious queſtions and turbulency of the Phariſees, 


Saducees, and Herodians; but dextrouſly eluding 


their ſnares, or confuting them with unanſwerable 
ſtrength, he put them to open ſhame before their ad- 


mirers, that they never after would venture to ex- 
Change a word with him. Afterwards, reproving the 


hypocriſy of the Phariſees, and foretelling Matth. xxiv. 


the chaſtiſement which waited them for „& c. 
Mark xiii. 1, 


out of the Temple, the diſciples ſhewed & 


him with wonder the ſtatelineſs of the edifice, and 
Q 4 eſpecially 
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eſpecially the ſtones of which it was compoſed, being 
no leſs than twenty yards long, ſix in thickneſs, and 
eight broad, and joined with uch art that the inſer- 
tions were imperceptible. The towers about the tem- 
ple were conſtructed in the like manner. However 
admirable theſe things appear to you, anſwered Jeſus, 
the time is coming when not one ſtone ſha]l be left on 
another ;” which, though then very improbable, is 
within my time come to paſs, and you yourſelf, Son, 
too plainly ſee it. And fitting down on that Mount of 
Clives, he informed us of many calamitous circum 
Rances which would precede this deplorable overthrow, 
as famine, peſtilence, wars, maſſacres, and diſtreſs, all 
over the country; and then ſhould the city be cloſely 
belieged, and ſuffer the very extremity of all that is 
horrid and afflictive, and at length be deſtroyed and 
trodden under foot. This ſad prediction he delivered 
with an earneſtneſs and ſympathy that made a great 
impreſſion on us; and it is as if I ſtill heard him. 
Pilgrim. Then you ſtaid there ate in the night. 
Cleophas. The forepart of the night we uſually ſpent 
in devotional exerciſes, particularly at this melancholy 
juncture, when Jeſus was preparing to leave the world. 
On yonder eminence once ſtood a village called Geth- 
ſemane, where was a garden in which we frequently 
withdrew to join in prayer, it being a very quiet, 


retired place. Jeſus heving paſſed near two days in the 


cloſeſt devotion with his choſen friends, whilſt the 
Phariſces narrowly watched a favourable opportunity 
for their grand project, and ſeeing death before his 
eyes, he made known his departure and laſt will to his 
diſciples, with all the affection of a father to his chil- 


dren. On Thurſday evening, having, conformably to 


the Law, eaten the Paſchal Lamb with his difciples, 
and the ceremony being ended, he hum- 
| bled himſelf as a mean ſervant, and waſh- 
ed and dried their feet, himſelf pulling off and putting 
on his cloaths. Now, with very deep recollection, he 


broke 


John x111. 


- 
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broke bread, and diſtributed a piece to Matth. xxvi. 
cach. Then he filled a cup with wine, and 15 3 
bade us drink, ſaying, That he gave his 22, &, * 
body to be thus broken and his blood to Luke xxii. 
be thus poured out for us; of which $6.06. 

words, at that time, we underſtood nothing: But when 
we ſaw his body hanging on the croſs, pierced and 
lacerated, that the blood iſſued like water from a 
ſpring; alas! then we clearly 3 his meaning. 
Never could we have imagined that, with all his ten- 
derneſs, Chriſt's love for us would have gone ſuch 
lengths at which nature ſhudders, or that there was 
ſuc a myſtery in the bread and wine, had we not ex- 
perienced it, and both heard and ſeen it. Therefore has it 
always been accounted among us a neceſſary inſtitution, 


that no article of Chriſt's paſſion ſhould be forgot. 


Now hear farther: Jeſus obliquely pointed out the 
traitor, who thereupon had ſlunk wail to put his 
impious deſign in execution, as the right time for de- 
livering up the divine perſonage whom he had villain- 
ouſly fold; and our Lord, ſeeing us dejected, com- 
forted us in the moſt fatherly ſympathy. He ſeemed 
now to ſurpaſs himſelf in effuſions of tenderneſs, inter- 
mixed with very ſublime doctrines and predictions. 
He now left the houſe where he had celebrated the 
Paſſover; and, whilſt we followed him, he continued 
his editying diſcourſe. Our hearts burned with love 
for him, We all ſeemed ready to lay down our lives for 
his ſake. Peter even walked before, as if determined, at 


any rate, to prevent any harm being done to our Ma- 


iter. But, alas! this was all a raſh ignorance and 
biindneſs ; our ſituation required other Matth. xvi. 


kinds of weapons. When the holy Jeſus, 36, Ke. 


ark xiv. 


the leader of our faith and captain of our 2 


ſalvation, was come into the retired garden Luke xxii. 


I before ſpoke of, he left us under ex- 32, &c. _ 
treme melancholy, and fell down in praye with un- 
common intenſeneſs; for now anguiſh and diſtreſs had 

taken 


Ls 
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taken hold of him. He laboured under a conflict be- 
tween life and death. His human nature repreſented to 
him the ſcourgings, the mockeries, the contumelies, 
which he was to ſuffer from the Jews, the dreadful 
| pangs of death, the undeſerved agonies, which, by an 
_ exertion of his all- ſufficient power, he might have 
avoided: Theſe, with many other inſcrutable op- 
preſſions, made his ſoul ſorrowful unto death. Theſe 
horrors were combated by his ardent concern for our 
falvation, and that of the many thouſands of thouſands 
of ſouls, who, by his ſufferings, were to be redeemed 
and admitted to the enjoyment of eternal felicity. 
| Humanity, however, relucted; and he prayed three 
times very earneſtly, that, were it poſſible, the cup of 
affliction might paſs by him. Oh! Son, you may 
think what perturbations he was ſtruggling with; for 
his ſweat ran down from him on the ground like drops 
of blood; and, had not an angel from heaven com- 
forted and ſupported him, he mult naturally have funk 
under his agonies. At length he overcame the conflict 
of death, and reſigned his will to that of his heavenly 
Father, who, in his unſearchable wiſdom, had fore- 
ordained his ſufferings. And thus, by his obedience, 
has he recovered what Adam's diſobedience had for- 
feited. Adam followed the bent of his ſenſitive ap- 
petite, contrary to the divine will, and the conſequence 
was death, Chriſt, contrary to the bent of his fleſh, 
conformed to the will of God, and thus has entailed 
eternal lite on his true followers. Both were tranſacted 
in a garden, and both related to the whole human 


race. 
Pilgrim. Your obſervations are very ap- 


* poſite and juſt. 

Mark xiv. Cleophas. Scarce was this ſevere tempt- 

Taue vad. ation over, when ſuddenly the noiſe of men 
7, &c. running up and down the garden was 
2 xv. heard. The wretches were not aſhamed to 


Kc. 
* avail themfelves of a ſeaſon of devotion. 


* 
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Inſtantly the diſciples ſtarted from ſleep, into which 
they had fallen, being overcome with fatigue and ſor- 
row. The blaze of the torches and claſhing of the 
weapons at firſt threw them into great conſternation; 
but their courage a little revived on ſeeing the rugged 
ſoldiers, only at a word from Jeſus, fall backwards as 

in a ſwoon, and others ſtanding all pale and trembling 
near Judas, who, going hypocritically to work, had 


the audaciouſneſs to kiſs, with his polluted mouth, 


the holy Jeſus. At this ſignal, the ſtrife was who 
ſhould firſt lay hold of our Maſter. The ropes to bind 
him were produced, and the ſwords and ſtaves claſhed 
againſt each other; for Peter had begun to oppoſe 
force by force; and, very fortunately for him, his 
ſword, grazing the head of one Malchus, only took off 
an ear. But this zeal was far from being approved by 
the mild Jeſus, who reproved Peter, and, in return for 
the others fury againſt him, healed his ear. In all 
things, to the very laſt, he demeaned himſelf as the 
Lamb of God, in whom wrath was to have no place. 
Then, in the preſence of ſome of the Chiefs of the 
Temple, who, becauſe Jeſus ſubmitted himſelf for a 
while to their inſolence, conceited themſelves perſons 
of great conſequence, they bound him and furiouſly 
dragged him into the city, little thinking that ſoon 
they ſhould be thus bound by thouſands, to be ſold as 
ſlaves by the Romans. | 
Pilgrim. Such is the inconſiderateneſs of man, when 
paſſions have the aſcendant, And what did they now 
with Jeſus ? 
Cleophas. Firſt, they led him to Annas, 


TORE] John xviii. 
where a brutal ſervant ſtruck him on the W 
face. Then, with great buſtle, he was Matth.xxvi. 


F J & e. 
hurried along the ſtreets to Caiaphas the * xiv. 


High Prieſt. The commonalty knew no- 12, Kc. 
hi 7 ] o id 10h 2 Luke XXII. 
thing of this midnight uproar; many 14, &c. 
opened their windows to ſee what it could John xviii. 


be; and, in the. morning, the queſtion 79 Kc. 
by x among 


; 
| 
= 
| 
=_ 
| 
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among neighbours was, What a hurly-burly there has 
been in the night! What could be the matter? Oh! 
anſwered one, I hear they have taken Jeſus of Naza- 
reth. Another would ſay, What! Have they laid hold 
of that good man? They had better look out after 
robbers and murderers. It is well known, the country 


fwarms with them. 
Pilgrim. Here, I ſuppoſe, his capital enemies had 


aſſembled. 

Cleophas. Yes, There fat fretting, with rancorous 
impatience, Caiaphas, Joazarus, Iſhmael, Simon the 
ſon of Camithus, John, Alexander. and many others 
of the Council; whilſt Jeſus was ſilent, like a lamb 
before his ſhearers. Near the fire ſtood two ſuborned 
villains, who came with ſome falſe information or 
other againſt Jeſus, Then was ſeen how much a. good 
conſcience can bear in ſilence. But Caiaphas, wanting 
fomething more poſitive to proceed on, extorted from 
Jeſus a confeſſion that he was the Son of God. At 
this they wrung their hands and rent their garments : 
The pontifical robe itſelf Caiaphas did not ſpare; un- 
knowingly exhibiting a type, that his office, like a rent 
garment, was ſoon to be laid aſide. One and all of 
this iniquitous Council bellowed out, that he deſerved. 
to die. In the mean time, they who held Jeſus, and 
others of the refuſe of the people, to pleaſe their 


betters, mocked and inſulted him in the moſt brutiſh 


manner, even by ſtriking him and ſpitting in his 
face. Sometimes, having "blinded him, they ſtruck 
him, then ſaid, © Prophecy to us who ſtruck thee.” 

Alas! Their ſcandalous behaviour, their notorious. 
impieties were a prophecy that the country would 
become a perpetual mockery to the Pagans ; and that 
inſolent mob, now ſo free of their hands, when they 
ſhauld ger the maſtery would not wait for a judicial 
ſentence to Pt all the Prieſts, and all their families, to 


the fw ord. 


Piterim. 
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Pilgrim. Oh, how frequently is man inſtrumental 
to his own ruin | 


Cleophas. That is perfectly applicable ah 


here. Morning was now coming on; and i. 8. 


as they had unanimouſly condemned him 

to die, all that remained was to procure the ſentence to 
be ratified by Pontius Pilate, the Roman Governor, 
who, as I ſaid, had ſucceeded Gratus, and had juſt 
entered on the ſixth year of his adminiſtration, They 
contrived againſt Jeſus the moſt odious accuſations to 
be accompanied with the moſt virulent invectives, as 
it were to force the Governor to approve of their ſen- 
tence ; and, thus Ps they brought him before 


Pilate. 
Pilgrim. How was it, in the mean time, with his 


Diſciples. 

— Poor creatures! They were ſcattered like 
ſheep without a ſhepherd. The ſad news ſoon reached 
Bethany, where the women, who had followed him a 
great way, and were ardently attached to him, fell into 
the moſt paſſionate lamentations; and Pe- 
ter's courage, lately ſo forward, now failed 3 » 


him. Inſtead of continuing with Jeſus to Mark xxiv. 
comfort him, he puſillanimouſly forſook | 


66, &c. 
him. Finding himſelf amidſt a croud of — 


armed men, and many looking ſternly at John xviii, 
him, as if they would lay hands on him, 25.8 15 
fear overcame duty, and he conveyed him- 

ſelf away, though with a reluctant heart. He was too 
weak for the trial, Jeſus alone could tread the wine- 
preſs without a helper. 

Pilgrim. I own, Peter's timidity does not ſo much 
ſurprize me as the blindneſs of the High Priefts, who, 
being ſpiritual builders of God's houſe, ſhould have 
been wiſer than to revile and ſentence to death Jeſus, 
the true corner - ſtont of the whole building. 

Cleophas. It had been written, that this corner- ſtone 


Was to be rejected * the 3 and of which the, 


building | 
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building of the Temple, according to a tradition of our 


forefathers, afforded a figure; for there was a ſtone; ſo 


full of angles, that, not being fit for any one part of 


the building, it had been thrown by in the dirt, that 
comers and goers frequently ſtumbled at it. After- 
wards, when, in proceſs of time, the building came to 
be neatly finiſhed, a hole remained in the upper part 
near a corner, and all the art and labour of the arti- 
ficers could not exactly cloſe it. A great many other 
ſtones were hewn, cut, and notched all manner of 
ways, and ſeemingly as exact as could be, yet, on one 


ſide or other, ſtill there was a gap, that they were 


quite at a ſtand about finiſhing the Temple with a ſym- 
metry anſwerable to the other corners. At laſt, the 
ſtone, which had lain ſo long in the dirt as of no uſe, 
came to be thought of ; and, being drawn up, it was 
found to fit the aperture completely. Thus, to the 
wonder of all who ſaw it, this ſtone became the chief 
in the corner, Yet was this ſo ordered by God, as a 
figure of Jeſus Chriſt, Hence we are alſo to learn, 


that the divine light does not always aſſociate with | 


{kill and learning ; nay, frequently it is quite other- 
wiſe; and, particularly, God has now been pleaſed to 


accompliſh ſalvation by the ſimple and illiterate, to 


put to ſhame thoſe who glory in their prudence and 
erudition, 
Pilgrim. So far I am ſatisfied, and, thus, the more 
eager after the ſequel, 
i. Cleophas. They dragged Jeſus, as I was 
; _ u ſaying, before the Governor; who, not a 
Mark av, 1. little alarmed at ſuch a noiſe at his oe 
Abe wii. 1. ſo very early, coming out, ſaw a croud o 
ee tn armed men, and, in the midſt of them, a 
perſon of a ſober amiable aſpect, bound with cords, 


and whom they uſed very roughly, whilſt the impa- 


tient Prieſts, pointing at him with looks of rage, 


oured forth the moſt heinous accuſations againſt him. 


But Pilate, from their very animoſity and the a4 
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poſure of Jeſus, apprehended that it was only for ſome 
trifle of their Law they made all this 3 
diſturbance; yet was this dove- like man = 3 
farther drove and puſhed along to Herod's 

palace, who lived at a conſiderable diſtance. Alas! 
Never ſhall I forget the running, the ſhouting, and 
mobbing, that there was in the ſtreets: The effemi- 
nate courtiers, immerſed in luxury, after ſome inſolent 
taunts, remanded him back to Pilate z but, before lead- 
ing him out, they added the mockery of putting a 


white robe on him; and thus, amidſt the flouts, 
hiſſings, and hallowings of a populace inflamed by 


their guides, he was a ſecond time brought before the 
Roman Governor. But, Oh, how wretched has been 
the end of thoſe ſtreets! How they now lie undiſtin- 
ouiſhable heaps of aſhes! How is the whole city be- 
come the ſcoff and contempt of the whole world! A 


chaſtiſement not beyond its demerits. And that He- 


rod, within ſeven years after, how was he mocked and' 


inſulted before the council of the Roman Emperor 


Caligula, who, having ſtripped him-of his titles and 
revenue, ſent him a deſpicable exile to breath his 
laſt in ſo remote a country as France, Surely ſuch a 
reverſe could not but ſuggeſt what a mock King he 


was become himſelf, as the retaliation of his. inſulting 


behaviour to the innocent Jeſus ! 
Pilgrim. Father, exeuſe me: You are ſomething 
long in your reflections. The iſſue, with regard to Je- 


ſus, is what I now wait for. | 


Cleophas. Oh | Son, the ſubject rends March, xvi 
my very heart; and, the more as I was , " * | 
an eye-witneſs of theſe things. But Pi- Mark iv. 6, 

C 


late, on ſeeing Jeſus brought a ſecond Take uiii. 


time, turned his thoughts how to deliver 17, &c. 


him, or at leaſt to rid himſelf of this John xviuz. . 
trouble. He ſignified to the Prieſts, that 
it was cuſtomary at this feaſt to releaſe a priſoner z 
and he made choice of a notorious malefactor, whoſe 
condem- 
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condemnation had given great ſatisfaction to the peo- 
ple, on account of the tumults raiſed by him, in which 
many murders were committed. This wretch and 
Jeſus he placed together, concluding that the Prieſts 
could not be ſo loſt to decency and "humanity, as to 
prefer a flagitious hardened villain before Jeſus, whoſe 
mien ſeemed to attract reſpect, and who had done ſo 
much good. But the event proved he was miſtaken 
in his good intentions. 
Pilgrim. Is it poſſible that it could be otherwiſe? 
Cleophas. You ſhall hear. Pilate, ſtanding between 
Jeſus and Barabbas, on an elevated place, by reaſon of 
the croud, ſome with aprons, others with a cleaver, 
ſaw, or ſome other tool, Prieſts in their trailing robes, 
grave ſcribes, rich citizens, alſo country folks, and 
ſtrangers, come from Samaria, Galilee, and other 
parts, to the feaſt, he ſolemnly put the queſtion, 
Whom of the two they would have releaſed, Barabbas 
or Jeſus? A general ſilence enſued, The people looked 
at one another, then on Barabbas, then on Jeſus, 
whom many favoured, knowing what a deal of good 
he had done ; how he had given ſight to the blind, 
made the deaf to hear, and the lame to walk, and 
had cured the ſick ; how he had fed thouſands when 
they were fainting with hunger; what tenderneſs he 
had ſhewn to all who applied to him; and with what 
freedom and dignity he had lately preached in the 
Temple. They thought it would be very ſtrange and 
improper to condemn ſo good and valuable a perſon, 
and releaſe a fellow who was only a peſt of ſociety. 
Thus, though ſome objected that the Prieſts could 
not be ſuppoſed to have accuſed him without ſufficient 
grounds, yet they who were for releaſing Jeſus ſeemed 
to have the majority on their fide; and, had the people 
been left to themſelves, it would have 
taken that turn. But the High Prieſts 
and Elders, bent on his death, "hearing a 


general murmur, ran among the croud, calling out; 
40 8 


M atth. 
xxvii. 23. 
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« Ye men of Iſrael, be not too haſty in giving your 
votes: Hear firſt what we have to ſay. You are, for 


the moſt part, void of any learning and experience. 


All you know, is only what you have learned in your 
ſhops and workhouſes : Whereas it is to us Prieſts, 


trained up in ſciences and ſacred knowledge, that be 


longs the cognizance of ſpiritual things. We know 
beſt what is fit to be done with this Jeſus. Do not be 
impoſed on by his hypocritical ſanctity and meekneſs. 


He is a man of very bad intentions, and, particularly, 


a blaſphemer againſt God; nay, he has dared to ſay, 
that he is God. He 1s alſo a ſabbath-breaker. He 
ſets the ſacred Law of Moſes at nought, and makes a 

Jeſt of the inſtitutions of the Elders. Barabbas, indeed, 
is a murderer; but his crimes concern only the body; 
whereas the falſe doctrines and ſeducements of this 
demure impoſtor deſtroy the ſoul: And how much 


worſe is he who caſts the ſoul into endleſs perdition, 


than he who deprives the body of a ſhort, uncertain 
life. Conſequently, how much more does he deſerve 
to die than the other? And ſhould you, from natural 


pity, grieve that ſo good a man ſhould be nailed to 


the croſs; conſider that it is better for us that one 


man ſhould die, than that the whole people ſhould be 


cut off, root and branch; and this would be the cer- 


tain conſequence from the Romans, ſhould he be 
ſuffered to go on; and this we are better judges of 


than you.“ Theſe, and the like remonſtrances, ſtag- 


gered the multitude. Some hung their heads, as if in 
deep conſideration. Others, who ſeemed very zealous 
for the Law, began already to drop ſome words about 


crucifying, and eagerly waited for Pilate's turning to 
the people, as he was then ſpeaking to one of his 
pages, who had brought him a meſſage Rath. xxvii. 
from his ſpouſe, deſiring, by all means, 19, 21. 
that he would not incur the guilt of con- ph 
demning that righteous man. Then Pilate, Luke xxiii. 
truſting to the diſcretion of the people, 8, &c- 
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and the manifeſt difference of the parties, put the 
queſtion a ſecond time, Which of the two they would 
have releaſed? The words were no ſooner out of his 
mouth, when, to his extreme aſtoniſhment, the air 
rang with, Releaſe Barabbas to us, releaſe Barabbas, 
At this Pilate, with ſome concern, aſked. them, What 
he ſhould do with Jeſus? Here the multicude cried 
out, Crucify him. And when Pilate was for intimating 
that Jeſus had not deſerved any ſuch puniſhment, 
they grew more clamorous, that there was ſcarce any 
hearing for the noiſe, Prieſts, ſcribes, citizens, pea- 
ſants, artificers, tradeſmen, joined in the cry, and, 
ſeeing him ſtill backward, they added ſome threatning 
1 expreſſions, 15 even charged him with 
7 being no friend to the Roman Emperor, 
Mark xv. 16. -as favouring incendiaries, that Pilate at 
* ini. © Jength was prevailed on to comply with 
abc their demands. Then the murderer, con- 
trary to his expectation, was looſened and diſcharged; 
and well were they requited ; for, returning to his 
former life, and having got together a gang, he 
ravaged the country, and robhed and murdered all 
who came in his way, _ 
Pilgrim. Terrible pern But how did it end? 
Matth. . Cleophas. Alas! How could it end, 


7 4 f but in the moſt barbarous and brutal 
_ xV-10, manner? There was a cuſtom among 
John xix. 1, the Romans, that rb who were to be 


Ke. crucified were firſt to be ſcourged. Ac- | 
cordingly he was delivered up to ſavage executioners, 
who bound him to a ſtone pillar, where, Oh horrid! 
the Prince of Angels was ſcourged till his body was 
all in a gore of blood, whilſt the ſoldiers, and others 
of the croud which ſtood by, by their laughter, gibes, 
and geſtures, ſeemed to ſtrive who ſhould moſt increaſe 
his ſufferings, having with this helliſh view led bim 
to the halk of juſtice, where, having torn off his 
cloaths, they by way 1. mockery threw over him 4 
| | bo 7 
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purple mantle, the peculiar colour of Kings, and put 

into his hand a cane, or reed, for a ſceptre, One making 

faces at him, another kneeling. before him, and, with 

a taunting tone, ſaying, Hail, King of c me Jews! A 

third ſpit in his face, and a fourth brute, clinching his 

| fiſt, dared to ſtrike him, while others were eagerly 

buſy in plaiting a Lats of thorns, as what muſt 

put him to no {mall pain, and ſuited their mantle and 

ſceptre; after queezing it on his head, ſo as to draw 

blood, they took the reed out of his hand, and with: it 

drove the croyn of thorns farther down, that now the 

blood ran from every part of his head on his. garment. 

All theſe ſufferings he bore with the moſt calm pa- 

tience. Not the leaſt mark of impatience or reſent- 

ment was ſeen in him. A compoſed deportment ſhewed 

the elevation of his ſoul. And this ſtruck Pilate him- 

felt, who hereupon renewed his endeavours to appeaſe - 

the clamour, and fave Jeſus; but he might - as -well 

have moved the ſtones, 

Pilgrim. The remembrance of theſe events, F ather, 
extreme! y affects you. A tear accompanies every word. 8 
Cleonbas. Pilate ordered him to be led F 

out, with all his mock ornaments, and his een XX. 4 . 

head trickling with blood, and thus to be | 

placed in the full view of the multitude, and, pointing 

to him; ſaid, Behold the man ! All eyes were immedi- 

ately. raiſed. to this melancholy object. There ſtood 

Jeſus, ſpent and bloody, with a purple robe hanging 

about him, his face beſmeared and bruiſed by their 

inſults, a coarſe reed 1 in his hands, and about his head 

hung the leaves of the thorns dropping with his. blood. 

_ Pilate condeſcended to intreat them to conſider the 
already very piteous caſe of the man; but this only 

- Inflamed their rage; and the High Prieſts openly re- 

. newed their menaces, that they would repreſent him 

das an enemy to Cæſar, for not putting to 

death, at their information, a dangerous 


Ae who had ſet up to be King, and had a conſidera- 
"1 # "s | * | ble 


ver. 12. 
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ble faction. The people growing more outrageous, as 
if they would make good their clamours by open 
force, and the Governor having no farther hopes of 
Marth. | ſaving Jeſus, and his conſcience not per- 
n aſked the multitude, Whether, then, they 
would take on themſelves the guilt of putting this in- 
nocent man to death? They, as if impelled to haſten 

on towards their approaching chaſtiſement, cried out, 

That his blood might be on them and their children. 
Hiigrim. That was imprecating on the mſelves a ter- 

rible judgment. 

Cleopbas. Thus, you ſee, Son, it is no wonder that 
there ſhould have been ſuch bloodſhed and maſſacres 
here. On this, Pilate, calling for water, having 
waſhed his hands, as a figure of being clear of guilt, 
prepared to pronounce the ſentence. | Oh! to recollect 

how he fat on the tribunal, and Jeſus ſtanding before 

him, ſurrounded with ſpears and halberds, amidft the 
- noiſy rage of the people, draws a flood of tears from 
me. It was near noon, and the Sun ſhone out very 
brightly, joy fluſhed in the High Prieſts faces; others, 
again, ſhewed a deep concern when the ſentence was 
pronounced, for to the very laſt Jeſus's friends had 
hopes of his being ſet at liberty. 
Now the run was towards Golgotha hill, which 
you fee yonder, on the weſt fide Tof the city; all 
were for ſeeing ſuch a ſight; ſome ran along ſhonting, 
$I EY others followed dejefted, and ſome were 
1. carried by mere curioſity; Jeſus they 
arkxv.10. compelled to drag along his croſs on his 
John xix. 17. ſhoulders, which were till ſore with the 
ſcourging; you muſt think how painful this was to his 
exhauſted body, bending under an unweildy croſs; but 
the great aggravation of his diſtreſs was to ſee the ſor- 
row of his mother and deareſt friends, too ſtrong to be 


concealed : Here Pilate appeared on horſeback, with. 


| the chief n men of the Council, there glittered javelinis, 


mitting him to confirm the ſentence, he 
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ſunk under his croſs; on which the officers 


enemies, even when on the croſs, yet they, 


cially to think how few ſhewed _ concern a 
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halberds, and other weapons, yonder followed the 
murderers, with ghaſtly viſages, tottering under their 
croſſes, and with them the executioners, with ropes, 
nails, pincers, hammers, ladders, and the other im- 
plements of their dreadful profeſſion ; Jeſus, by the Fas 


forced a countryman, who was coming 32. 
into Jeruſalem, to help him. All the M. 
cry every where was, Jeſus of Nazareth 25. 
is to be crucified; let's go and ſee it; ay, a 
let's make haſte; now we ſhall fee whether he will re- 
leaſe himſelf, or who knows what miracles he may per- 
form. Very far were the poor creatures from havin 
any thoughts of the calamitous deſtruction of this cĩty, 
now ſo near, and which Jeſus, even in theſe extren / 
ſufferings, warned them of; and thus was he at laſt 
brought to the ſpot where he was to be 


crucified, and which was all covered with IM 1. | 


ſkulls and! bones. 


Pilgrim. That muſt, truly t u 2 very a af- 
fecting ſight; the bare relation of it makes the tears 
ſtand in my eyes. 

Cleopbas. To me, I own, it is planting. a a in 
my heart; and all who had any love for 1 
were very powerfully affected at his paſſion. tt. 2 
Were I to relate every circumſtance; e | 
how they ſtretched out his hands and feet, E 
and drove large nails through. — 555 
how the blood guſhed out; the pain the raifing up. PA 
the croſs gave him; how, to get the croſs upright, 
ſome pulled with cords; others heaved with levers; 
his. unparalleled patience; his fervent prayer for his 
in his thirſt, gave him only vinegar and Luke aid. 
gall : I fay, were I to dwell on theſe and other cir- 
cumſtances, I ſhould faint under the relationggpe- . 
what 
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ſhould have excited an univerſal lamentation. Oh! 
when I think on that wanton mocking— ; 
Hilgrim. How, Father, fo very tew © at the 
ſufferings of ſo good a man | 
Matt ii. _ Cleophas. Every one aneh 16 exert 
ert 3 himſelf in adding to his ſufferings, from 
Mark xv. the High Prieſts to the faldiers, even to the 
Lale gy, malefactors, who were alſo under the fame. 
35, 36, 37 agonies of death. Nothing was heard on 
39. all ſides but hooting, mocking, and rail- 
ing. As to Caiaphas, he looked as ſtately and ſuper- 
cilious as if now above all miſchance, with all his ene- 
mies under his feet; but he and all his inſtfüments, 
when the Romans came to inveſt the city, found 
whom they had thus wantonly inſulted. Some, how- 
ever, began to relent and fear, when, in 
=. broad day; it became ſuddenly ſo dark, 
* " that the ſtars might be diſtinguiſhed, and 
ke ii. this when, by the courſe of nature, there 
44. could be no eclipſe, the ſun being in 
Adies: and the moon in Libra; and accordingly Dio. 
nyſius the Areopagite, a pagan philoſopher, and well 
verſed in aſtronomy, being then in Egypt, and ob- 
ſerving this obſcurity, declared that either the God of 
Nature was ſuffering, or the world was at an end. 
This ſupernatural effuſcation of the ſun ſtruck the 
byſtanders with exceeding conſternation, ſome beating 
their breaſts, others haſtening back, all ſcared, into the 
city. Some cried aloud for pardon of their crimes, and 
„ particularly one of the criminals executed 
Like gli with him; and the benign Jeſus was 
en pleaſed to comfort him with a view of 
Paradiſe. * Indeed, none ſhewed themſelves more in- 
flexible and hardened than the men of rank and litera- 
ture. They, who ſhould have been line luminaries, 
were kgd as moles; 
Pilerfm. Was it any thing ſtrange, Father, that 
they: 3 ho 


. 


Matt. xxvil. 


ould not pw him to be the true Meſſiah ? 
For, 


- 
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For, as I underſtand from you, the power or authority 
appeared in him, he was hung on the croſs, between two 
vile malefactors, the Roman Chiefs, with a body of the 
military ſtanding by; he was forſaken, they guarded ;. 
he was railed at, they praiſed; he was deſpiſed, they 
honoured, Who, 1ndeed, would conceive a man in a 
low ſtation, a ſervant, nay, an executed perſon, tor- 
tured to death, to be a King? To me they do not 
ſeem to have been ſo very much in the wrong: But I 
ſubmit to better information. MO 
Cleophas. I ſhould alſo think more favourably of 
them, had not this been foretold by the Prophets: For 
not one ſingle circumſtance is there of the Paſſlon, ' 
which they have not clearly and particularly mentioned. 
The treacherous ſelling of Jeſus, ' together with the 
price, were predicted to Zachariah : His 
being ſcourged, mocked, deſpiſed, and un- 
dergoing other comumelious treatment, Igtah Hi. 
even to his being crucified between two Wd, 
criminals, are taken notice of by Iſaiah. David fays, 
«© That they ſhould give him gall and - 


Zach. xi. 12. 


Pſalm xxii. 
| Ixix. 47 


. 


told; he alſo foretells his being forſaken on the croſs, 
and many other things, all preciſely fulfilled.” This 
they muſt have read, or heard, daily; yet acted as 
if they gave no credit to it; beſides, there are two 
things, by which their conſideration ſhould have been 
awakened. _ 9 85 5 3 
Firſt, The phenomena or ſigns: For, Matth xxvii. 
as was ſaid, the Sun was darkened for three © 51352353554» - 
hours: Afterwards, when he gave up the Makers 38. 
ghoſt, the earth quaked, the rocks burſt, Luke xxiii. 
even mount Calvary, as you may ſtill ſee, 45, 46, 47. 
ſplit in the middle quite through, the graves opened, 
and the dead roſe ; and other ſigns never known before. 
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The rich veil, 1 embroidered with purple, blue 
and red ſilk, ſeventy five cubits long-and ſixteen broad, 


which hung at the entrance of the Temple, was rent 
in two. If theſe ſigns could work converſation in the 


Heathens, ſurely the Jews ſhould not have been inſen- 
ble to them; for it is as if I now ſaw, how * and 
amazed the Commander of the ſoldiers and others 


were at theſe prodigies, ſlowly moving off, with their 


heads hanging down. 


Secondly, "His innocence, bis irreproachable virtue 


and tender humanity, ſhould have acquitted him; far 
after all their artifices, and the ſeverity of their proſe. 
cution, no cauſe of death was found in him; yet did 
they one and all ſentence him to die, and would hear of 


no mitigation, which was downright wickedneſs in the 


abſtract ; that I ſtill ſay, when I recollect how diſmally 
he hung on the croſs, his limbs every way ſwoln, his 
. hands and feet running with blood, the 
giaſh in his ſide, his cadaverous face ule» 


ing in death, the lamentations of his relations, and 


thoſe to whom he was more intimately known, or,who. 


had been relieved by his healing power, it is no won- 
der that ſuch a city, which could inſult over the ſuffer- 
ings of ſuch a perſon, ſhould be overthrown : And all 
concerned, eſpecially the chief actors of ſuch inhuman 
roceedings, come to a violent or diſgraceful end. 
Pilerim. Was that the caſe, F N 1 


. They fell by each others hands; Judas 
was the firſt ee for ſeeing the con- 
5. ſequences of his treachery, he went and 
Acts i. 3. hanged himſelf on a tree, and by a fall 


Matth. xxvii. 


his bowels burſting out ſent forth a horrid ſtench, 
as if teſtifying the foul depravity of the ſoul. Five 


years after Pontius Pilate was, by the Emperor of 


Rome, baniſhed into France, where he ſtabbed hims 
felf: Herod Antipas, who, beſides beheading John, 


contributed to the aggravation of Chriſt's — Toning 


WAS, as has been noticed, together with the adultereſs 


Herodes 1 


Caiaphas alſo received their reward. 
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Herodias, obliged to remove into France; where 
they died in an ignominious obſcurity. Annas and 


I myſelf ſaw 
multitudes of famous Doctors and Jewiſh Nobles, of 
whom ſome had fat in the Council againſt Jeſus, 
ſcourged and. crucified by Florus, a Roman Judge, 
their wives and children being put to death before 
their eyes; the number was faid to exceed three 
thouſand. Oh! there is no ſuch thing as expreſſing the 
horrible doings of theſe times. The tyranny of Florus 


was every where exclaimed againſt, as if he had been 


the only cauſe z but the ſource of all lay in the divine 
vengeance. It was about thirty two years after the 


crucifixion of Jeſus. I was then in my ſeventy eighth 
year, and had ſcen all the preceding tranſactions, that | 
you may well think whether 1t was not an evident 


aſſurance to me, that all theſe things fell on them as 


puniſhments, though looked on in a different light. 


Pilgrim. But, Father, before you proceed on that 
head, may 1 aſk whether you have notküng farther 


concerning Jeſus? 
Cleophas. Leave had been obtained to 


take his body down from the croſs ; which Matt, xvit. . | 


&c. 
when his friends were doing, and faw the Mark xv. 


blood oozing from the wounds, knowing 49, &c., 
uke xxiii. 


that he had ſuffered all theſe things with- 40, &c. 


out the leaſt ſhadow of guilt, and what a | 
comfort they had loft in him, their pity and affoction 

broke out in the moſt paſſionate lamentations, as 
anciently at the plains of Megiddo, when good King 


Joſiah, being ſlain, was taken out of his chariot all 


bleeding. So oppreſſed were their hearts, that their 


grief could not be reſtrained. There was no end of 
their wailings ; they lamented him as a beloved only 


child. Indeed their grief would have been more mo- 
derate, had they thought, or believed, that he was to 
liſe again within three © days, as he actually did, 

: | * wt im, | 


* 
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#44 wh Riſe again, after being crucified !- How, 


F ather? 


'Cleophas. Yes, Son, fe roſe on the hi Jay from 


the dead. And, without reſurrection, what would have 
become of 'the whole affair? | 
Pilgrim. If ſo, pray inform me piirciontarty of the 


circumſtances} I ſhall attend to your account of it 


with the higheſt ſatisfaction. 

Cleophas. Oh! It is a matter of great nder and 
Joy. But I muſt firſt acquaint you with the dejection 
we were under, previous to ſuch joy. Indeed, whilſt 
Jeſus lay in the grave, all our comfort ſeemed to have 
been buried with him. Our minds were every way 


extremely troubled ; on one hand the want of his fo- 


lacing converſation, on the other his ignominious death, 


the outrages and tortures which accompanied his laſt 0 


hours. Then all our zeal ſeemed loſt, all our labour, 


cares, and attendance; all we had forſaken, relations, 
friends, trades, expectations, ſubſtance, good name; 


there was no appearance of any recompence or ad- 


vantage; for Jeſus was dead and laid in the grave, 


whence none return. Beſides, we ſaw how wretchedly 


things had turned out among us. Judas had hanged 


himſelf, Peter ſeemed quite diſconſolate; and we not 


a little concerned at our ſcandalous flight ; and the 
women were all in tears. Every one was at a loſs to 
offer a word of comfort to another; whereas the city 
was full of merriment beyond common, as it ſeemed. 
to us. There was feaſting, dancing, ſinging, muſic, 
and public” ſhews, as if by way of inſult to our. 


affliction. ' On this occaſion allo Herod and Pilate be- 


came reconciled, and invited each other to a ſump- 
tuous banquet ; and their example being followed by 
their creatures and dependents, all the houſes of the 


Great were ſcenes of riotous intemperance. The joy 
of Caiaphas and his tribe for this reconciliation was 


the greater, as. now, after ſo many diſappointments; 


they had got Jeſus into their hands; they made = 
the 
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the ſubject of their raillery at table. Now, ſaid they, 
the Nazarene's inſolence has met with its due reward. 
It is now plain that he was an impoſtor, whoſe drift 
was to fiſh in troubled waters. That it was now over 
with him; and as for any fetch of his 


diſciples, ſoldiers are poſted at the ſepul- Matt. wal. 


chre to defeat any thing of that kind.” 


This diſcourſe was intermixed with burſts of laughter, 
and applauſes of their own vigilance” and addreſs ; 
and as there were people of all ranks in the city, 
Judicrous ſongs were ſung about Jeſus in Nl 
the public houſes; which, indeed, had 12 évù 
been propheſied by David. As for ee 
whenever we appeared in the ſtreets, we never eſcaped. 
ſome inſult or other; all our former friends ſhunned 
and deſpiſed us; then the High Prieſts threatened us, 
if ever we were found holding any meetings. Thus to 
us this high feſtival, a-ſeaſon of univerſal gladneſs, 
roved a time of grief and lamentation; like orphans, 
deprived of a father, in whom lay all their pp 
and all their hopes of a liberal education. | 
Pilgrim. Theſe are, to be ſure, melancholy circum- 


| ſtances; but I long to hear the vpſhot, which turned 


your grief into exultation. 

Cleophas. The relation will naturally ew | Dine xxviii. 
wonderful; early in the morning, before lark avi. 1. 
any one was to be ſeen in the ſtreets, ſome Luke xxiv. i. 
of our women roſe, and taking with them John xxr. 
ſome boxes of ointment, went to Jeſus's ſepulchre to 
anoint his body, in order to preſerve it, according to 
a cuſtom of our people; likewiſe of the Egyptians, 
and other nations. As they were croſſing the fields,” 
and talking of their dear Lord, and the Sun began to' 
rife behind them, darting its beams on the door of 
the ſepulchre, they were ſuddenly alarm- 
ed, ſeeing the ſtone removed, which had 
been rolled before it; on which they concluded, * thas 

. 2 


Mark xvi. 4. 
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. the Pharifees had ſtolen his body; they 
«vinings! by ſtood as thunder- ſtruck, they ſcarce knew 
what to do; Mary Magdalen, in the heat 

of her troubles, went back, and with a flood of tears 


told Peter and John what had been done; but the other 


women, recovering themſelves, and going forward, 


found the grave empty, and an Angel in a gloſſy white 


. i. Veſture appeared, and acquainted them of 
12 xvi Jeſus's reſurrection, telling them to make it 

known to the Diſciples. But, alas! this 
was ſtrange language to them; then they alſo ſaw the 


ſoldiers ſcattered about, and lying confuſedly in odd 


irregular poſtures, like dead men, thrown down by a 
Mark xi. 8. ſo terrilied that they ran out of the ſepulchre 
to hide themſelves. Now, on Mary's information, 
ee apparition, and all they found in 
it were the mortuary linnen. Hereupon they went 
. but Mary ſtood weeping by the 


ver. 101. Srave, and ſtooping down towards it, ſaw 


two Angels, and afterwards Jeſus himſelf, 
whom, as every circumſtance concurred to the miſtake, 


ſhe took for the maſter of the garden in which the 
grave was; but he ſoon manifeſted himſelf to her. Oh, 
the heavenly ecſtaſy which ſwelled her affectionate 
heart on knowing Jeſus ; ſhe fell at his feet and wor- 
ſhiped him, all in tears, as if her whole life, joy, 


| comfort, and delight depended on his pre- 
ver. 18. 

ſence, With theſe glad tidings ſhe haſten- 
ed to the eleven Apoſtles, and all who were © thervabouts, 


lamenting the loſs of her beloved teacher. The other 


women, animated by this report, returned to the grave, 
where two Angels reproved their unbelief; and, a 
ſecond time recommended to them to acquaint the 
Diſciples that Jeſus was riſen from the dead; as they 


Matt. xxviit, © 


2, 9, 10. joyful aſſurance, he was pleaſed to make 
the 


flath of lightning; the poor women were 


Peter and John came to the ſepulchre, bur 


were now returning, filled with the moſt 


* % 
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the ſame unqueſtionable manifeſtation of himſelf as to 
Mary Magdalen; ſaluting them with the | 
moſt endearing affection, which ſpread 
new joy among them, and being come where the 


Apoſtles and Diſciples were privately afſembled, they 


Luke xxiv. . 


confirmed Mary's words, by a particular account of 


what they had heard and ſeen. ; 
Pilgrim. Wonderful things! And were they fully 
credited ? : : N 75 
Cleophas. That is what you may ver R 
well . and J muſt anſwer, Vow fal 3 | 
from it. Theſe reports were looked on as Luke xxiv. 
dreams and fancies ; and the rather, as wo- 


of the Apoſtles had been there, and not ſeen any ſuch 


thing. The women, however, rehearſed the words he 


had ſpoke, and deſcribed his perſon, his appearance, 


and every circumſtance; alſo the viſion of angels. 


But it ſignified nothing. Theſe things were all attri- 


buted to female imbecillity, prone to admit ſuch 
phantoms. Some inclined to believe there might be 
ſomething in it; but others much queſtioned it; fo 


that, if we had ſome ſmall ſparks of comfort, they 


were mixed with ſo much doubt and perplexity, that 


we did not properly know what to think of the matter. 


Pilgrim. Did'theſe doubts continue long on you? 
Cleophas. Would an affectionate father let his poor 
forſaken children cry, when he could help them ? 
Would not a bridegroom haſten to comfort a bride, 
whom he ſaw ſick through love ? Would a ſhepherd 
ſee his ſheep ſtraying in a deſert, haunted by wild 
beaſts, and not gather them together, and lead them 


into a ſafer paſture ? The ſheep bleated, and the ſhep- 
herd feigned not to hear; the bride was lying in tears, 
and the bridegroom kept himſelf hid; the children 


cried bitterly, and ſeemed forſaken by the father. But 


how came on wonderful things. Yonder Mark xvi. 


to the North Weſt, about nine miles off, I uke xxiv. 


ruins 


Pd 
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ruins. Thither my father and ſome company were 
going. The country looked very chearful, with 
corn, herbage, fig, and olive-trees; and the warb- 
ling birds, ſpringing from ſpray to ſpray, ſeemed to 
rejoice in the enlivening radiance of the ſun ; for it 
was about noon, and a : finer day never ſhone out of 
the heavens. But their hearts were too deeply im- 
preſſed with ſorrow and deſpair, to be cheared by the 
beauties of Nature. They concluded themſelves to be 
totally diſappointed in their hopes; they had imagined 
that the Meſſiah, promiſed by God, was to ſit on the 
throne of David, ſubdue the Heathens, and reſcue 
Iſrael from their tyrannical dominion; that he Was, 
like Solomon, to be a pacific Prince, "and rule in all 
wiſdom and clemency ; and all this they expected to | 
have ſeen fulfilled in ſeſus; but the event was the very 
reverſe; the Heathens had done their. will on him, 
had expoſed him to ridicule, in the moſt ſcandalous 
kind of death; on the other hand, the correſpondent 
aſſeverations of the women, concerning what they had 
ſeen and heard, ſeemed of ſome weight, that. their 
minds were agitated with a thouſand claſhing thoughts, 
In the midſt of theſe vacillations, Jeſus appears, to 
calm their troubles and rectify their errors. At firſt 
he perſonated himſelf a ſtranger, and {eemed quite ig- 
norant of what had paſſed ; they then related to him 
the ſubject of their hopes and fears, on which he gave 
them better inſtructions; that they were for having that 
kingdom before its proper time ; that they had not 
thought of the croſs, which, according to the Prophets, 
was to precede thoſe fruitions; his words flamed in their 
hearts, they powerfully felt an unuſual energy, yet knew 
not whence it came; an inviſible magnet attracted their 
hearts to this ſtranger; they looked at one another, as in- 
timating what a wonderful man he was; but the day ad- 
vanced, the Sun grew low, and they came to Emmaus, 
when ke feigned to be for going on; but they could not 

part with him, and he was prevailed on to go into 4 
| | houſe, 
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houſe, and there was ſtill ſeen a greater wonder: For 
when they had ſeated themſelves at table, and pleaſed 
themſelves with the hopes of his converſation all the even- 
ing, he raiſed his eyes towards Heaven, and broke the 
brad in ſuch a manner, as gave them immediately to un- 
derſtand whom they had with them. But when, in their 
tranſport, they thought to embrace his knees, their hands 


met only air. Imagine their amazement; yet ſome ran, as 


if to overtake him, but no body had ſeen him no openin 
of doors was heard, nor-any print of his feet to be dif. 


cerned; then they. recollect the ſayings of the women, 


and were grieved that they had ſlighted them, having 
now ſeen and heard Jeſus, or their hearts burning. with 
ſpiritual beams, which had emaned from him. 
Pilgrim. Well, and did they let it reſt here? 
Cleophas. Very far from it; they were juſt like a 
hunter, who having got ſcent of a beaſt, reſts not till 


he has rouzed it; they immediately haſtened back to 
Jeruſalem, recollecting, by the way; here he joined us; 


here he talked to us of this, there of that; yonder he 
was for leaving us; there, like a father, he conde- 
ſcended to our weakneſs. How dull and thoughtleſs 


were we, that we did not know him! Had we em- 


braced him, when we felt our hearts glowing with love, 


poſſibly he had not eſcaped us; but there is no with- 


ſanding his divine power? If he will not be withheld, 


who can force him? But what have we do at Jeru- 


ſalem? We may give vent to our joy, but who will 


believe us? Shall we not alſo be accounted dreamers? 


What proof do we bring more than the women? 


— 


Some, at leaſt, may be moved by our report, ſhould it 


be only the women, who have alſo been witneſſes of 
ſomething little different. In their return to the city 
they ſeemed rather to fly than walk, and the full moon 
lighted them on till they were got within Jeruſalem; 
and at length with throbbing hearts they knocked at 
the houſe, where an aſſembly of the Diſciples was held. 

15 their mins in, they were told, with great eager- 


neſs, 
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neſs, that Jeſus had ſhewn himſelf to Simon Peter, 
had conforted and ſtrengthened him by a gracious 
forgiveneſs of his lapſe, and promiſes of his aſſiſting 
grace; then my father Cleophas and Amaon related 
their adventure, in which they were ſupported by the 
women, and their ſeveral relations formed a convictive 
harmony; yet, ſome were, after all, at a loſs what to 
think; and, ſuch is the depravity of our nature, not 
without ſome grudging that they had been over- 
looked in theſe manifeſtations. Thus the thick gloom 
of their deſperation was diſperſed, yet was it far from 
being bright ſunſhine with them. 

Pilgrim. Theſe, however, were wonderful relations. 
But did theſe well-meaning perſons continue long un- 
der ſuſpenſe? 

Cleophas. No; his love longed to ſhew itſelf in 
more public manifeſtations; ; and, like Joſeph, when 
unable to carry on the diſguiſe, made himſelf known 
to his brethren, ſaying, I am Joſeph your brother; 
Luke xxiv. draw near;” ſo, whilſt a company of the 
6, &. diſciples were diſcourling on Jeſus, ſome 
John xx. 199 relating one thing, ſome another, he ap- 
Y | peared. in the midſt of them, ſaying, 
Peace be with you.” But the like fear came on 
them as on Joſeph's brethren. One was for hiding him- 
{elf, another crept into a corner, a third looked like 
death; and the more, it being now late at night, and 
all the doors cloſe. Then they were full of the no- 
tions of ghoſts and apparitions, which they had inſtilled 
into each other. For nobody had let him in, or heard 
any door open; yet, behold, he ſtood in the midſt 
of them, no otherwiſe than if he had been inveſted 
with a cloud, and put it on and laid it aſide at plea- 
ſure, or cauſed his human body to vaniſh in a ſnadow; 
or, at leaſt, ſo blind their eyes, that they ſhould ſee 
him only when it ſuited his purpoſe to permit himſelf 
to be ſeen by them. Jeſus, obſerving their conſterna- 


tion, was pleaſed immediately to remove it, cauſing. 
them 
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them to feel his pierced hands and feet, and aſking for 
| ſome meat, as a farther proof in eating it; that now, 


inſtead of an apparition, they no longer doubted of his 
being really riſen. in the ſame body. I leave you to 
imagine the tumult of joy among theſe diſciples, 

having now found the ſupreme treaſure, which they 


| had fo long been ſeeking, with inward ſorrow, and 
amidſt every terrifying circumſtance. 


Pilgrim. I myſelf partake of their joy. But how 
was it with thoſe who, not being here, knew nothing 
of theſe things? W | 

Cleophas. They ſtill laboured under doubts and dif- 
fidences : But as a King goes through the ſeveral 
parts of his army, ſhewing himſelf to thoſe who might 
apprehend he had fallen in-battle, ſo did 8 
Jeſus; for, within a week after, he ap- 

red in the ſame manner to Thomas, | 
who had refuſed to credit the joint affirmations of all 


John xx. I. 
26—29. ; 


the others. He ſhewed him the wounds in his hands 
and feet, the fleſh all bruiſed, and the lacerated finews ; 


alſo the large wound made in his fide by the ſpear, 
which had reached to his heart. Again, 
he was ſeen at the ſea-ſide by ſeven diſci- 
ples, as they. were fiſhing. Afterwards, as they were 
at table, and at many other times. But Maths: 
the laſt farewell manifeſtation, which he AI [qe 
deigned to make of himſelf, was on a high hill in 
Galilee; and, as it were by appointment, Cor. xv. 6. 
here was he plainly ſeen by above five Mate. xxviti. 
hundred of the brethren, rejoicing in ſo 120 
gloriqus a removal of all their apprehenftons :. For the 
moſt elevating conſolations flowed from him, and his 


Ch. xxi. 1, &c. 


appearance was more auguſt than before. Mark xvi. 
Here, after a diſcourſe full of the moſt 15-18. 


ſublime truths and affecting aſſurances of 081. 3—8. 

his paſtoral care, he gave them inſtructions concerning 

their conduct and behaviour, the preaching of the 

Goſpel in all parts, the adminiſtration of Baptiſm, the 
19 | 8 


obſervance 
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ohſervance of all things which he had recommended to 
them. Thus, for forty days after his reſurrection, in 
various places, he continued inſtructing his flock in 
the things pertaining to that kingdom, Which he was 
to found after his aſcenſion into heaven. 
Pilgrim. How is that aſcenſion into heaven? 
Cleophas. Yes, Son, that is the kingdom which 
God, from eternity, promiſed to give him; for he is 
from eternity, and was an eternal King before he cre- 
ated the world. On this earth are only terreſtrial mo- 
narchies, which, in time, are known no more; as I told 
you not only of the kingdom of Judah, which, after a 
few centuries, came to "its period, but the renowned 
monarchies of the Perſians and Greeks, and which 
will be the fate of the powerful empire of Rome, no- 
thing here being permanent. For a time the things of 
this world ſeem ſomething ; but, ere long, they paſs 
away. Herod's kingdom alſo is overthrown, and the 
city of Jeruſalem deſtroyed. Vain were the expecta- 
tions, that their earthly monarchy would be reſtored, 
God has no delight in it. He is a ſpiritual King, and 
his ſpiritual kingdom will he erect and for ever govern, 
to the joy of believers ; therein fulfilling all the pre- 
dictions, ſhadows, and figures of the Law, and intro- 
ducing a better : But both, at length, concentred in 
Jeſus Chriſt, who now ruleth in the heavens. What- 
ever you have heard of Adam, of Noah, and of other 
prophecies and promiſes, conclude them to be now ful- 
filled without any farther expectation, - 

Pilgrim, Theſe things appear ſomewhat high to me. 
However, let me be permitted to aſk, why the gene- 
rality of the Jews did not acquieſce in ſuch EN 
and well- atteſted events? 

Cleophas. The chief cauſe was in their own obſti- 
nacy ; for they audaciouſly invented lies, not only 
about the death of Chriſt, but his re- 
ſurrection. The guards, placed. at the 
ſepulchre, told them, with one mouth, 


Matt. xxviii. 
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of the earthquake there, that they were like dead men 
with fear, and of what had happened about the ſepul- 
chre; that, had they had any real re gard for truth, here it 
was manifeſtly laid open to them. But they could not 
bear it, and bribed the guards to amuſe the people with 
ſome forgeries of their dictating; and, with no leſs 
perverſeneſs did they go on perſecuting Chriſt's mem- 
bers, as you ſhall hear, and thereupon followed this 
dreadful puniſhment. | 

Pilgrim. Did that deceit, then, never come to Pilate's 
ears, that it might be duly animadverted on? 
Cleopbas. Yes, he heard of it; but they ſilenced 
him the ſame way as they had the ſoldiers. He, how- 
ever, in a letter, laid before the Emperor Tiberius the 
account of Jeſus, his miracles and behaviour, together 
with the proceedings of the Jews againſt him; on which 
the Roman Senate reſolved, That he might have been 
claſſed among the Gods, if already, and without their 
permiſſion, he had not been held to be a God, this be- 
ing contrary to the Roman Laws. Thus it pleaſed God 
that his people ſhould be deſtitute of all worldly power 
and ſupport, that their increaſe and aggrandiſement, 
againſt the rage of combined tyrants, under his ſole 
protection, might be the more conſpicuous. 

Pilgrim. Well: But I long to hear more about this 
miraculous aſcenſion to heaven. It ſtrikes me exceed- 
ingly. 

Cleophas. He had promiſed, that, as an earneſt of 
the power he was going to reaſſume, and of his love to 
us, that we ſhould be filled with the Holy Luke Kxiv. 
Ghoſt, and, to that purpoſe, enjoined us 40. 
to keep together, and not ſtir out of Jeru- 1.4, 5: 
ſalem. Afterwards he aſſembled his diſciples as a ſhepherd 
does his his flock, and affectionately ſignified to them, 
that they ſhould fix their eyes on another kingdom 


than what had hitherto taken up their thoughts ; that 


the promiſes of God related to heaven, and not to 
earth; that for this end he had ſuffered, and was now 


8 2 going 
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going before to prepare a heavenly manſion for them, 
to which they muſt attain through much tribulation. 
He then walked with them to vonder 
ſmall, ruined place, called Bethany; for, | 
as I told you, there lived ſome of his more | 
intimate friends: Thither his dear children reſorted: 


Luke xx1v. 
50. 


Their joy, however, was not without ſome cloud of f 
grief; tor they were not fels attached to him than 
Eliſha to Elijah: But he comforted them, and bade it 
them follow him to the Mount of Olives ; where b 
ſtopping, he, with uplifted hands and ſolemn effuſions WM | 
of love, bleſſed them, as Moſes bleſſed the twelve tribes J 
of Hirael : And whilſt the diſciples were abſorbed in  \ 
Mark av 10. complacency and devout raptures, a bright | j 
Luke xxiv. cloud came down, and, ſurrounding him, t 
Io. . carried him upwards from their ſight, t 
We looked up with the greateſt amaze- a 
ment; our eyes were fixed on him; and our hears, ? 
as it were, bounded with defire to follow him. Yes, W 
had it been poſſible to have raiſed ourſelves, joyfully tl 
ſhould we have accompanied his aſcenſion. We did A 
der. 10. 11. What we could, ftedfaſtly keeping our eyes Cc 
4 on him and the cloud; and I know not le 
when we ſhould have given over, ſo overpowered were (MW fu 
we with a heavenly ecſtaſy, had not two men in a 
ſhining apparel, or I ſhould rather ſlay Angels, told u Gr 
that it was in vain we continued gazing after the a 
bleſſed Jeſus, he being aſcended into heaven, but w 
would come again in power and glory inexpreffible; fu 


which ought to be matter of great joy to us. 

Hilgrim. Well, fo far have I heard, and now coul 6⁰ 
wiſh to know how that promiſe has been fulfilled, and lar 
its conſequences, 


Cleephas. Son, they were nothing leſs than rei the 
commencements of a new creation. The ſcions, fil at 
grafted within the confines of the Jewiſh land, ar all 
now become large trees, with branches overſpreadi f - ©'* 


moſt of che known parts of the world. In this inc 
| | mel, 


* 


- 
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ment, the twelve apoſtles have been like the twelve 
tribes of Iſrael, bringing forth ſeeds infinite in number, 
as in many figures had been predicted for ſo many 
hundred years. Now I ſhall relate the order in which 
the above promiſe was made good to us. pn 
Firſt, all our griefs being now turned to 52, 54. 
a ſettled tranquillity, we chearfully left Acts i. 12, 
the hill and came into the city, keeping '. 
together as we had been directed, and talking of the 
betorementioned things; and, for our devotions, we 
_ uſed to meet in the upper part of the houſe, joining in 
prayers and hymns. Oh, thole delightful hours! No 
_ worldly fancy or care intruded on our minds; our 
frames were heavenly as our exerciſes; we had con- 
tinual intercourſe with God; and, as the number of 
twelve had been broken by the detection of Judas, we 
appointed a folemn prayer for direction to fill up his 
place with a proper perſon ; and the votes "Rt 
were for Matthias, a very pious man, of 
the race of David; and accordingly he was ordained. 
At the end of ten days, being the Jewiſh feaſt of Pente- 
colt, when every one appeared at Jeruſa- 
lem with his offering, all the houſes were 
full of people, and the ſtreets every where ſwarmed, 
a wonderful thing came to paſs, A ſtrong, yet plea- 
ling blaſt was heard; a ſtorm, but not a tempeſt; 
a ſound, but not like that of Moſes on the Mount, 
which ſtruck with terror all who heard it. Oh, bliſs- 
ful found ! Behold, the Holy Ghoſt filled our hearts 
with inexpreſſible ardour, and an unanimous love of 
God. In each of us he inſpired a different ſort of 
language, ſetting forth the great things of the kingdom 
of heaven ; that, however diſcordant the ſounds were, 
the ſenſe harmonized, and we ourſelves were aſtoniſhed 
at the ſweet impulſe of the Spirit, which, being above 
all human comprehenſion, made a great noiſe in the 
city. Let us go, ſaid one to another, and fee the 
wonders done on the Galileans, a parcel of illiterate 
Sy : men, 


CAP. ii. I=4., 
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men, ſome only ſiſhermen, and now talking all foreign 
languages as readily as if they had been born in the 
country. The people alſo are much affected with the 
doctrines they preach, ſo as to confeſs their ſins, and 
deſire to live and die with thoſe men. 
Multitudes repaired to us, that the 
bun was extremely crouded. They faw us filled with 
Joy unaccountable; they heard us ſpeaking of won- 
derful things. Some, like ourſelves, were lifted up to 
heaven, and ſeemed to liſten with ecſtaſy ; others ſtood 
as aſtoniſhed, at a loſs what to think ; whilſt ſome ran- 

corous Jews gave out that we were drunk, 
But Peter, riſing up and looking round on 
the croud of people, as their eyes were all fixed on 
him, preached to them; firſt, ſhewing, 
that what they wondered at was not 
drunkenneſs, but a gift from the Father of lights, and 
which had been propheſied of. He then proceeded to 
prove the reſurrection of Chriſt, and exhorting to re- 
pentance all who had been in any wiſe acceſſory to 


VEr. 13, 


ver. 14—30, 


the crucifying him, or had given their votes for it, 


that they might obtain tem e He cut ane 
their hearts as with a two-edged ſword, 
and harrowed it up as a field. Penitential 
tears guſhed from the eyes of many of the audience, 
who all trembling aſked what they ſhould do to expiate 
their enormities : On which, having profeſſed them- 
ſelves believers, they, as Chriſt had directed, were bap- 
tized. Then, quitting the Phariſees and all infectious 
company, they aſſociated themſelves to the believers ; 

and the ſanctity of their ſucceeding life was a ſore 
pledge, that their former offences were done away. 

Oh] had you ſeen the emotions of weeping and Jamen- 


ver. 37 —41. 


ation, then of joy that they were admitted into ſuch 


ſociety! And fo great was the effect of Peter's preach- 


1ng, that our ſmall number of a hundred and twenty 


in one day increaſed to above three thouſand. 
Pilgrim. Oh, wonderful increaſe in ſo ſhort time * 


Cleophas, 


ad 1 men . 8 
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Cleophas. As for the number, Son, that 
was of no great concern, had not a very | 
remarkable change followed, I may well call ir re- 
markable : For they were all become as one. They 
ſeemed to have but one ſoul, one heart, and one mind; 
as a thouſand grains of corn made into one loaf, and 


ver. 42, &c. 


thus no longer diſtinguiſhable; or as if ſeveral billets 


were taken to make a fire, the more billets were taken 
the larger the fire; yet would it ſtill be but one fire, 
though conſiſting of ſo very great a congeſtion of 
billers- So were all theſe, by the fire of the Spirit, 
fuſed into one ſentiment ; that in all were ſeen but one 


heart, one ſoul, one inclination, one hope, one love, 


ene joy. Oh, the retroſpect on thoſe golden times 

Pilgrim. Does that alſo draw forth your tears ? 

Cleophas. Oh! why ſhould they not flow? Such a 
work was then wrought, ſo ſhining a reformation in 
mankind. It ſeemed no other than a renewal of Para- 
diſe. All the depravity which Cain and Nimrod had 
introduced in the creation, was now rectified. - The 
lambs played with the wolves, the goats with the leo- 
pards ; the voracious lion eat ſtraw like the gentle ox; 
the cow and bear grazed by each other; the young 
child ſafely laid its little hand on the ſerpent's hole; 
and on the hill of the Lord there was neither hurt, nor 
ſorrow, nor ſin. 

Pilerim. Theſe things are too wonderful for me to 
underſtand, without ſome explanation. 

Cleophas. You muſt know then, Son, that Cain was 
the firſt who divided the land into certain parcels, and 
diſtinguiſhed poſſeſſions, that ſoon one came to ſay, 
This is mine, that is yours; thus far you may come, 
but have a care of coming any farther, for there begin 
my bounds.” Afterwards came Nimrod, who firſt 
built fences and caſtles, was for lording it over every 
one, made war on all who would not ſubmit to his 
uſurpations, and was too ſucceſsful in his violences. 
Hence it came, that ſome, like wiley ſerpents, day and 

| 4 night 
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night were deviſing how to heap up money, and, with 
the law on their ſide, to ſay, “ This is mine:“ And, 
on any oppoſition, to ſtrike their poiſoned hook into 
the claimant, or at leaſt to give them ſuch a vindictive 
look, that the poor well- meaning lambs dropped their 
pretenſions, fearing to have any thing to do with ſuch 
venomous creatures. Others, like ravenous wolves and 
bears, with lawleſs outrage fell on the harmleſs ſheep, 
kine, and other gentle and uſeful creatures, tearing 
them to pieces, or reducing them in numerous flocks 
under their tyrannical dominion, ſaying that all was 
theirs, the paſtures on which they fed, their wool, milk, 
and their very bodies. Thus avarice, under the colour 
of juſtice and property, became the root of all evil ; as 
hence frequently arofe variances, hatred, envy, and 
murder, to the extreme oppreſſion of the innocent crea- 
tures, who, agreeably to the univerſal bounty of the 

Creator, were diſpoſed to friendſhip, kindneſs, and 
ſociality, contented with a little graſs in the ſummer, a 
little hay in the winter, juſt what was neceſſary to the 
ſupport of life. | 

Pilgrim. I underſtand your fimilitude. And fo theſe 
diſorders were now rectified, and a better ſtate of things 
took place. 

Cleophas. Les; a moſt bleſſed alteration was ſeen: 
For no ſooner did that ſanative power of the Spirit 
begin to work in the heart, than the venomous nature 

as expelled. The avaricious became quite other men, 
ſymparbifing and liberal. Inſtead of being wrapped 
up in their rents, their trade, the improvement of their 
money; inſtead of quarrels, complaints, and ſuits; 
inſtead of ſourly turning their faces from the poor and 
needy; inſtead of being ſollicitous about food and 
cloathing, they now opened their cheſts ; they cancel - 
led thoſe bonds, by which they were grinding the faces 

of the poor; nay, what is far more, they ſold off their 
merchandize, their lands and houſes, every part of 


their ſubſtance, and, with tranſports of joy, brought 
| the 
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the money to be ſunk in the common ſtock. They 
would not ſo much as take on them to ſay, It was 
theirs; but thought it rather belonged to the poor 
than to themſelves, having firſt defrauded them of it, 
and then, through hard-hearted penuriouſneſs, kept it 
uſcleſs in their cheſts, Here it was ſeen, that charity is 


the band of all perfection, as bringing all diſparity of 


rank and fortune to a level, and melting the hearts of 
many into one. Its effects were, at this time, indeed, 
very ſingular. All proceſſes were ſuperſeded ; all va- 
riances ſubſided ; ; the courts of juſtice were leſs crouded. 
They who before had ſucked the blood of the quier 
artiſan, and to their oppreſſions added a ſullen arro- 

ance of behaviour, now afliſted and relieved them 
with a brotherly cordiality. The ſheep and Kine no 
longer feared the ſerpent and baſiliſk. Their nature 
was changed. The ravenous tigers and wolves, whoſe 
nature before prompted them to bite, tear in pieces, 


and devour, came like the tame ſheep and cow, and 


ſuffered themſelves to be handled, without any rage or 
fierceneſs. It grieved them that, by the wretched in- 


fatuations of pride, they had ſo long acted the part of 


thoſe ſavage animals, The vicious of all kinds felt the 
ſame bleſſed change. All who profeſſed the name of 
Chriſt diſtinguiſhed themſelves by purity, ſimplicity, 
probity, courteſy, benevolence, and liberality. Oh, 

the moral Sechinah, which was then ſeen on the 
Mount of the Lord. 

Pilgrim. What a joy muſt that have been to the in- 
nocent, who had lain cruſhed under the load of op- 
preſſion, or ſqueezed by the gripe of avarice | 

Cleophas. It was no otherwye with them, than a 
ſudden removal from the diſtreſſes of a priſon to the 
enjoyments of a palace; for we met almoſt every 
evening, where a common table was ſpread. One 
brought bread, another fleſh, another wine or ſome 
ſmaller liquor; and one of the moſt conſiderable per- 
ſons | in the aſſembly, with an air of benignity, pro- 

claimed, 


i{ 
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claimed, Brethren, let us thank and praiſe God, 
who giveth us plenty of all things neceſſary. Let none 
be concerned about his poverty: Here all reaſonable 
wants ſhall be ſupplied from the free fource of Chriſ- 
tian love. The givers rejoice more than the receivers. 
There we ſung hymns; there we poured forth prayers; 
there we diſcourſed on the love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, 
love which paſſeth all knowledge, by which the divine 
Son was given up to death, as a redemption for all; 
and he, who was rich, for our ſakes became poor. We 
ate our food with gladnefs and cordial ſociableneſs. 
Our hearts, like a loaf, were kneaded into one, and in- 
ſ-parably united; that nothing of duplicity, envy, or 
imperiouſneſs was ſeen amongſt us. We were all love, 
candour, and joy; our meals were ſeaſoned with edify- 
ing diſcourſe; and, with hearts full of conſolation and 
the fruit of the love of the Spirit, and nouriſhed in 
foul and body, we all returned to our homes rejoicing, 
exerciſing ourſelves in devotion and good works. 
Theſe feafts accordingly were called feaſts of love. 
Pilgrim. A heaven upon carth! But did not fome 


tokens of grudging and anziety eſcape the wealthy, 


when they {aw their {ſubſtance thus daily diminiſhing, 
and irretrievably ſunk in the common fund? Or did 
not the poor become licentious, and forget the humi- 
lity becoming that ſtate, when they ſaw ſuch conde- 
ſcenfon in the rich, and ſa plentifully partook of their 
I1verality ? for it was really no more than what might 
naturklly be apprehended ? 

. Cleephas. As to the former, the rich being, by the 
renewing grace of the Spirit, taught to deſire nothing 
beyond mere recefſarics, their cares, of conſequence, 
= within ſmall bounds. Beſides, they ſaw the divine 
hand fo manifeſtly co-operate for the ſupply of this 
community, that there was always an increaſing plenty : 
And none being diſpoſed to idleneſs, but employing 
themſelves in a moderate induſtry, (for the inceſſant ap- 
Pucation to wordly buſinels ſo much commended is 


really 
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really blameable, ) you muſt neceſſarily think that the 
gain of many, under good management, might much 
caſier ſubſiſt a people, than where great numbers are 
drained to the utmoſt, and a few live in luxury or an 
oſtentatious profuſion of their ill- acquired wealth, not 


to mention the diſorderly procedures among both poor 


and rich, which, by our œconomy, were avoided; for 


many dwelling together live at a leſs expence than a few 
ſeparately. But the chief article was, that they had offered 
themſelves and all their ſubſtance to the Lord, by 
whom they were promiſed a ſupply in all their wants, 
and relief in all their neceſſities. They alſo well re- 
membered that Jeſus, the captain of their ſalvation, 
had led a life of ſelf-denial and lowlineſs, alienated 
from all indulgence and ſplendor, and had ſtrongly 


recommended it to his followers; and thus, the more 
to reſemble him, they preferred poverty to riches. 


As to the latter, I muſt inform you, that the edifying 
diſcourſes and reſpectable examples, which ever accom- 
panied our repaſts or common meetings, ſpread ſuch 
an awe among all, that not an indecent word or action 
came from any : The conſequence would have been 
expulſion. Beſides, thoſe of a licentious diſpoſition 


ſcorned our dull meetings. Like will to like; and 


libertines in the company of the godly are as uneaſy 
as in the ſtocks. Indeed, the power of the Spirit was 
mighty over all, and had formed all into one amiable 
mals, duly tempered and clarified, without any hetero- 
geneous relict. 

Pilgrim. Oh delightful ſociety ! I wonder all were 
not attracted to become members! Of what benefit is 
a wiſe ceconomy among a numerous people, eſpecially 
when under God's ſpecial ſuperintendency. 


Cleophas. That you may very well ſay : Altev. nies 


For a huſband and wife among us ſold 

their goods; but, deſirous of reſerving a particular 

hoard for themſelves, delivered to the Apoſtles, as the 

whole, only a part of the money ariſing from the ſale ; 
15 | | When, 


went about. 
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when, behold, by the bare word of Peter, both were 
puniſhed with death. Scarce had the huſband's body 


been carried out, when the wife coming in, fell — 
lifeleſs at the feet of the Apoſtle, which brought great 


terror on the hearts of the believers; for they law with 
whom they had to do; and this farther contributed to 


the maintenance of good order and liberality, without 


any clandeſtine reſerves. 

Pilgrim. Wonderful! 

Cleophas. Such were the workings of 
God in this ſociety z and by which it t ſoon 
increaſed from three to five thouſand. Not only the 
commonalty, but Prieſts officiating in the temple, em- 
braced the faith, each ſaying to the other, Come, 
let us go up to the mount of the Lord, to the houſe of 
the God of Jacob and ours ; for there is ſeen the glory 
of the Lord, as foretold by the Prophets.” The ſy na- 
gogues of the Phariſces were confounded; for it was 
publicly manifeſt that the lame were en- 
abled to leap, the blind received ſight, 
lepers were healed, and all diſeaſes cured, 
only by calling on the name of Jeſus, nay, even by the 
ihadow of the Apoſties paſſing over the patients; 
whereby the multitude were ſtirred up to great wonder 
and thankfulneſs. They now clearly ſaw 

the power of the Lord, the injuſtice and 
cruelty of the prieſts in crucifying Jeſus, and for 
which they were not a little hated by the people. 
The maimed and diſeaſed, who had been healed, were 
pointed at. Yon man was lame from his cradle, 


Acts iv. 1 


Acts iii. 


110. 


Rv. 1, ia. 


and uſed to beg at the temple- gate; now you ſee he 
has no need ef crutches. This was done by Jeſus of 
' Nazareth, who, when living, went over all this ccun- 


try, and wrought many fuch wonders, Could you 


think it? This! good man our Prieſts procured to be 


crucified, as a 3 of edition. You may think what 
ſort of perſons they are,” A great deal of ſuch talk 


Pilerim 
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Pilgrim. But how did the Phariſees behave, amidſt 
theſe clamours! 7 

Cleophas. The fire of envy burned in their entrails; 
they were like the raging fea, and with 45 
implacable perverſity, though convinced 
of the truth, they oppoſed the Apoſtles, and reste 
them with the ſevereſt puniſnments, if they did not 
give over preaching to the people in the name of 

eſus. 

Pilgrim. From the promiſes, I conclude, however, 
that their threats did not damp the Apoſtles zeal, 

Cicophas. It was only fewel to the fire; they con- 
tinued their meetings; and once, when engaged in 
prayer, the houſe trembled and ſhook; a manifeſtation 
of the extraordinary preſence of the Spirit: Every heart 
was ſtrengthened, and flamed with new ardour to pro- 
pagate the Goſpel ; they declared what they had ſeen 
and heard ; their regard to God and man would not 
permit them to ſmother or diſguiſe the truth, and ſigns 
and wonders accompanied their preachings, The High 
Priefts, irritated at this contempt of their SH 
orders, held a conſultation, what meaſures 7 
ſhould be taken with the Apoſtles; and 
ſent their guards to apprehend them and commit them 
to priſon; ; but the next morning, how were they 
amazed, amiaſt all their pontifical ſtate, when word 


was brought, that the very ſame men ſtood preaching 


In the Temple, and how they got out of the priſon was 


unknown, the doors being locked and bo! ted, the 
guards at their poſts, yet the inward prion empty; 
thus wonderfully had God, by an Angel, delivered his 


faithful ſervants, This Caiaphas, with his ſupercilious 


aſſeſſors, ſent a courteous ſummons to the Apoſtles to 


attend the Council, who with a feigned miidneſs ad- 
viſed them, and with ſome 3 intimations re- 
commended to them, to keep their new doctrines to 
themſelves; bur the Apoſtles, foon leaving the Council, 
returned to the great work committed to them, by 

Their 


8 \ 
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their heavenly Maſter; on which, the Prieſts, had not 
a wiſe man interpoſed, were for putting them to 
death; and did not diſmiſs them without being bound 
. pillars, and ſcourged, and turned out of the city; 
ſuſterings which they rejoiced in as ſimilar to thoſe of 
_ Jeſus, So much did grace exalt them above natural ſen- 
ſations. 

Pilgrim. Could they be ſo hardened, as ſtill to per- 
ſevere in their outrages againſt thoſe good men? 

Cleophas. Cruel as this was, would they had gone no 
farther; but not long after they committed a horrible 
murder, on a man of fervent holineſs, named Stephen, 


nl his 5 
a only for his free reproofs of their wicked 


—6 
T City gates, | where they {toned him, though 


on his knees he prayed, for them; prayed that the 
inhuman ſin they were then guilty of might be for- 
given; till his body, being every where broken and 
bruiſed, he yielded up his ſpirit to God, who had 
graciouſly ſupported him with a ſight of his maſter 
Jeſus, encircled with heavenly glory, as he himſelf de- 
clared to his periecutors, but they were not in the leaſt 
impreſſed by fuch a miracle. 

Pilgrim. Why a blind man could ſce that venge- 
ance muſt ſoon follow ſuch impious barbarities. 


Cieophas, They, however, had no ſenſe of this; 


on the contrary, they inculcated into their youth, that 
to put a heretic to death, and ſuch they accounted us, 
5 was a good action. From this prepoſſei- 

Acts viii. 1, 5. : 
ſion, a youth, otherwiſe of great parts and 

a generous diſpoſition, named Saul, a native of Tharſus, 
buc now a ſtudent in the Schools of the Phariſees, was 
very active in ſuch perſecutions, and, accompanied by 


others of the ſame ſtamp, forced his way into houles, 


dragging both men and women to priſon ; ſome hauled 

out of their beds, one from his loom, another from 
the anvil, another from his workſhop, or 

ver. 4. 


Were, 


oo 9. 


nels, dragging him without one of the 


timber, or tan yard; or wherever they 


yg 


a 
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were, a Chriſtian new not where to hide his head ; 
many, agreeable to their maſter's advice, fled to the 


neighbouring towns; that ſociety, lately 
fo tranquil and flouriſhing, ſeemed now to- 


tally ſcattered and confounded, = 
Pilgrim. It was a wonder, all did not go to wreck. 


How could a flock of ſheep ſubſiſt, when daily worried 


by a troop of mercileſs wolves? And I do not hear 


_ that any oppoſition was made to ſuch tyrannical pro- 


cedures. ; 

Cleophas. True, Son. They neither handled ſpear 
nor ſhield, Their reſource, as Jeſus had enjoined, 
was only in ſupplications to him who has the hearts of 
men in his hand, 

Pilgrim. Then, as ] ſaid, it is a wonder that your 
religion was not totally extirpated, without ſo much as 
a ſingle branch remaining. * 

Cleophas. Know, Son, that what God plants it is 
not in man's power to root up. Wonderfully has he 
fought againſt theſe enemies, cauſing their own darts 
to revert in their faces; for all theſe perſecutions ſerved 
to the more extenſive propagation of the Goſpel. Yes, 
faith thrives and increaſes under the croſs. Worldly 
diſtreſſes lift up the heart to heavenly things. Oh 

were I to relate to you ſome paſſages — 

Pilgrim. And, I pray, do; for I delight to hear of 
the ſingular operations of grace, and the magnanimous 
behaviour of the ſervants of God. | 

Cleophas, The zeal of believers, after their diſperſion 
in various towns and villages, 'was not damped. 


They ſtill declared the wonderful things which they 


had heard and ſeen. Northward, on a very delightful 


hill, in a fertile, well-cultivated country, ſtands a town, 
once famous under the name of Samaria, now called 
Sebaſte, full thirty miles from hence. Philip, a zeal- 
ous follower of Chriſt, coming hither, was | 
much affected at ſeeing how wretchedly 
the inhabitants were impoſed on by one Simon, a 
ſorcerer 


ver. 5, &c. 
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ſorcerer, ſet about counteracting him; but inſtead of 
frivolous preſtiges, by miraculous cures, the cripple 


walked off with his crutches on his ſhoulders; the 


blind wanted no guide; the deaf, now diſtinguiſhing 
things by hearing, was, as it were, in another world; 
the poſſeſled were quiet without bands or fantaſtic ex- 
orciſms. The whole town flocked to ſee ſuch wonders, 
which quite eclipſed all Simon's arts, ſo that great num- 
bers with ecſtaſy entered into ſociety with theſe emj- 
grants; and I want words to expreſs the devotion, the 
love, the heavenly-mindedneſs, which animated both 
men and women, after being waſhed in the laver of 
baptiſm. Simon, ſeeing all his wickedneſs fruſtrated, 
and what mighty things were done by the Apoſtles, 
was fo ſenſeleſs as to offer them money to inveſt him 
with the like power ; and hence it is, that endeavours 
to obtain any office in the church of Chriſt by mo- 
ney, or any indirect means, (for Satan hath ever had his 
inſtruments at work, ) are termed Simony. 

Pilgrim. It muſt have been a great conſolation to 
the oppreſſed believers. at Jeruſalem, when they heard 
of theſe glorious conſequences of the diſperſion. 

Cleophas. God alſo was pleaſed, Son, to extend the 
knowledge of his Goſpel by the miniſtration of Angels. 
Yonder, at a great-diftance ſouth-weſtward, lies the 
old town of Gaza, on a high road leading to Egypt. 
The adjacent country was anciently in the hands of 
the Philiſtines, thoſe inveterate enemies to the Iſraelites: 
Afterwards it was laid waſte by the Idumeans, another 
1 ſavage ſet of people. Along this road an 

: Ethiopian nobleman was travelling at his 
eaſe on his return from Jeruſalem,. and, being an im- 
partial ſearcher after truth, and ſtrongly impreſſed 
with the ſenſe of a future life, was attentively reading 
the book of Iſaiah; when ſuddenly he ſaw hy his cha- 
riot a man, tranſported thither from Samaria by an 
Angel. Their hearts mutually attracted each other; 


each ſeemed to know the . and difpoſcions 3 
that 


in honour of the Emperor Auguſtus Cæ- 
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that the Nobleman took the ſtranger into his chariot. 


Their talk was not of the weather, war, or public 
affairs, but of the one thing needful, of what apper- 
tains to ſalvation. At length, coming to a clear piece 
of water, they both with tears of joy alighted, and the 
Moor was waſhed from the ſpots of his natural con- 


| ſcience; his ſwarthy hue was ſpiritually attired with 


the reſplendent garment of righteouſneſs. He now 
had perceptions and joys, far tranſcending any thing 
he had felt in his philoſophical diſquifitions. But with 


what aſtoniſhment was he ſeized, at ſeeing his inſtruc- 


tor carried from him in a cloud | Recovered from his 


tranſport, he continued his journey through deſerts 


and over parching ſands, ſhortening the tediouſneſs of 
the way with reading and meditation. To him thoſe 
remote lands of the torrid zone owe the light of the 
Goſpel, and the ſolution of Solomon's riddles, a book 
highly venerated among Ane and held in general in- 
explicable by man. 

Pilgrim. Your narrative grows a ſeries of wonders. 

Cleophas. And what you are going to hear is little 
leſs. There is alſo another town on the Salt Sea, a 
conſiderable way off to the north-weſt, called Cæſarea, 


ſar; and nine miles from this, along the N 


ſame coaſt, another town, called Joppa. In theſe two 


different towns, two perſons were at once made known 
to each other. What one met, ſtood before the other's 
eyes. A heavenly operation impelled one heart to- 
wards the other ; and this alſo through the miniſtra- 
tion of Angels. * Then were ſeen the beautiful feet 


of heavenly meſſengers leaping over the mountains. 


The ſouth-wind of the Goſpel agitated the hearts of 
great numbers. The ſpices blowed; the flowers ap- 


peared on the earth; the pomegranates budded; the 
vine, with its tender grapes, gave a grateful ſmell ; the 


voice of the turtle dove was heard in the land; the 
foxes, which ſpoiled the vineyards, were gently caught 
why | T in 
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in their own devices,” Their miſchievous craftineſs 
turned to innoxious meckneſs. They now ſeemed to be 
lambs, inſtead of foxes. The ſwords were turned 
into plough-ſhares, and the ſpears into reaphooks.“ 
An unarmed fiſherman pierced to the very inmoſt 
parts, and © clave aſunder the joints and marrow, “ 
more powerfully than warriors with all their inſtru- 
ments of carnage. Wherever he preached, he was; ſur- 
rounded by amazing crouds, all attentive, and ſome 
ſhedding tears of joy, others of contrition. On pro- 
feſſing their faith in Jeſus as the Son of God, and the 
propitiation ſor the ſms of the world, they were bap- 
tized into his death and the communion of the Saints. 
Oh! Son, © kine and bears came and fed in one pa- 
ſture; their young ones laid down together.” It may 
almoſt be ſaid, that, through the ſweet ſound of the 
Goſpel, the hills, woods, and fields met, 
Pilgrim. But, as the Goſpel thus ſpread on every 
ſide, did not the perſecutions alſo increaſe? You. men- 
tioned a young man of ſome note, who made it his bu- 
fine's to ferret out believers, that they might be put to 
death. Was he not exaſperated to ſee his activity baf- 
fied ? Did he not enter on more effectual meaſures ? 
Or did theſe diſappointments cool his rage? 
 Cleophas, That very young man, Saul, was alſo 
converted; and moſt wonderful are the circumſtances 
of his converſion. He had continued to diſtinguiſh 
himſelf as a perſecutor of the believers ; and, by his 
means, many came to an untimely. end. Such, zeal: the 
High Prieſt rewarded: with a commiſſion 


. 245 to go to Damaſcus, and what believers he 
1215 ſhould find there, women and men, to | 
bring them to Jeruſalem, bound or manacled. He was 


on the road, and not a little elevated with his new com- 
miſſion, which he had determined to diſcharge in the 
moſt rigorous manner, as moſt pleaſing to his conſti- 
raents, and the way to farther favours; when, behold. 
2 ſupernatural light beamed. on him. He trembled all 


over; 


DI aA © 


29 


rde a ws CO 


\g 


A. D. 35. 4 PILGRIM and CLRO RAS. 275 


over; his ſpear fell out of his hand; his ſight failed, 


and he ſunk to the ground. His attondenty ſtood as 


thunder-ſtruck at this ſudden deliquium, looking one 
at another, till they raiſed him up and led him along, 
faint and drooping ; when he received inwardly a very 


different commiſſion from the former, with a reproof 
of his cruelty. Now he was to aſk forgiveneſs of thoſe . 


he had purpoſed to manacle ; and by thoſe, whom he 
looked on as blind, his ſight was to be reſtored. After 
the end of three days, emerging from this 
ſtate of perturbation, with the vivacity of 20421422. 
an eagle he went to the ſynagogue at Damaſcus, and 
openly preached Jeſus, to the great joy of believers 


and the confuſion of their enemies, who were no ſtran- 


gers to his character. You muſt think alſo how the 
Prieſts of Jeruſalem were mortified, when, inſtead of 
the waggons full of priſoners, the guards came with 
their enſign trailing on the ground, as a token of bad 
news, and related what had befallen Saul, and the 
change it had wrought in him. Caiaphas and the 
whole council were ſtruck all of a heap, knowing 
Saul's ſagacity and reſolution, and his indefatigable 
zeal in whatever he took in hand. 

Pilgrim. That was, indeed, a home defeat to the 
Prieſts and Phariſees! But were the believers, in other 
towns, ſuffered to live quietly ? | 

Cleaphas. Whatever their treatment was, they con- 
tinued to meet. Oh, their ecſtatic hymns ! their ele- 
vating diſcourſes | Their meetings, to be ſure, were 
like the dew of Hermon; like the precious ointment 
which, running down from Aaron's head, deſcended 
to the ſkirts of his garments. The joys, which ſwelled 
every heart, are above the power of language. The 
mountains dropped with luſcious wine, the hills lowed 
with milk, and all the rivers were full of water. 

Pilgrim. But Saul, as his converſion was ſo very 
ſingular, I ſuppoſe, proved an eminent inſtrument in 
propag 1 the Goſpel, and omitted nothing to build 

2 up 
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up what he had been fo eager in demoliſhing; in 
which; perſecution would be ture to point all its bolts 


againſt 17 5 RT 


Cleophas. Your ſuppaſitioris are perfectly right ; 3 


really his adventures and ſufferings in the cauſe of 
Chriſt were ſo various, that, of themſelves, they would 
make up a diſtinct narrative. I ſhall, however, give 
you a curſory account of his life, yet ſufficient to lead 


you into his character and conduct; with a ſpecimen 


or two of his intrepid attachment to that God, who 


had fo miraculouſly called him from dark- 


Gal. 1. 7. neſs into light. The firſt journey he took 
after his converſion was into Arabia, whence he return- 
ed to Namaſcus, then proceeded to Jeruſalem, every 
Acts ix. 26. Where preaching Chriſt, and every where 
2Cor. xi. 32, the butt of ruthleſs perſecutors, on whom 
33" | the amiable innocence and ſimplicity of 
the believers could make no favourable impreſſion. 
Alb ix bi Once he was let down the city wall in a 

22 baſket; another time ſome blood-thirſty 
bigots lay in ambuſh for him. Sometimes he was 
obliged to ſecrete himſelf in deferts and lonely places, 


or commit himſelf to the ſea, where more than once 


he was in great danger. In a word, diftreſs, inſult, 


and perils, haunted bim almoſt wherever he went. 
On his coming to Jeruſalem, as I was 


Acts ix. 30. . 8 
—_—  -. ſaying, pexceiving that, of all others, the 


Tews were molt intent on doing him ſome miſchief, 


he removed to the place of his nativity, Tharſus in 


Cilicia, with a deſign of concealing himſelf a while; 


but a brother, named Barnabas, thinking 


t. 25, that by the fetirement of ſuch a luminary 
the Goſpel might ſuffer, went thither, and 


26, 27. 


brought him away to Antioch, Where now were Saul, 


on . ſince called Paul, Barnabas, Lucius, Ni- 


\ ger, and Manaen. They ſet up ſchools 
for lectures on the Chriſtian Philoſophy, as ſome termed 
the Faith. Theſe were much frequented; and here 
| believers 
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| believers firſt got the name of Chriſtians. From An- 
tioch, as a center, they ſpread out on all ver. 4, 13, 14. 
ſides. Paul travelled through Cyprus, 19. 
Pamphilia, Piſidia, Iconia, and viſited, Ch. xiv. 6. 
among many other towns, Lyſtra and Derbe. If in 
one he met with any friendly reception, in others he 
Vas ſcourged, impriſoned, and driven out, with the 
moſt opprobrious outrages; and in all this the Jews 
were the chief actors, blind] y laying the foundation of 
their ſignal extinction. Alas! there is no telling what 
he underwent : : Bur himſelf ſtrongly ſupported, he 
every where {ſtrengthened the brethren; and in the 
aſſembly of the Apoſtles and other principal believers, 
held here within Jeruſalem in the tenth _ Cha 4 6 
year of the Emperor Claudius, he gave 1 
ſhining proofs that he was not one of the leaſt. . Aﬀeer- 
wards he continued his labours all over ebf. N 
Galatia, Bithynia, and Macedonia, and 7,12. | 
went to the city of Athens, at that time i. 1, 15. 
famous for literature. Here he put all the Philoſo- 
phers to a ſtand. His doctrines were ſuch; as they had 
never heard of before. They ſtood amazed at what 
they could not refute. Corinth, another 
celebrated city, alſo felt the force of his 
wiſdom, ſhewing that in reality their ſages were fools. 
Many acknowledged themſelves ſuch, and cloſed with 
his reaſonings, becoming fools in the eyes of the world, 
At Epheſus, which had a great trade for 
filver models of the temple of Diana there, 
one of the ſeven wonders of the world, a violent tumult 
was raiſed againſt him; as, Howe his doctrine: get 
footing, their lucre would be at an end. All Greece 
was moved at the miracles and doctrines of Paul. 
Italy, Spain, Dalmatia, Illyricum, and many parts of 
Germany, were witneſſes of them. The churches he 
founded, the ſouls he converted, and eſpecially the 
miracles he performed, are beyond number. At one 


place they were going to ſacrifice to him, as to a God 
1 in 


Ch. xviii. 1 * 


Chap. Kix. 
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in a human figure, till he undeceived them 


Ch. xvi. 18. 

Xx. 12. in a ſpeech; and then their veneration 
XIV. IO. 1 inn |; 5 Ni 
.. turned to inſult. Were I to tell you of 


xix. 12, Kc. bis collegues or aſſiſtants, as Barnabas, 
xvi. 25, &. Timothy, Titus, Silas, Apollos, Lucas, 
Epaphras, Ariftarchus, Clemens, Tychicus, Epaphro- 
ditus, Aquila, Priſcilla, and many others, time would 
fail us. It gives me pleaſure to think on their zeal, 
their tenderneſs, their {weet converſation and heavenly 
diſcourſe. Oh, how many nights did they ſpend in 
prayer, in feet conſolatory diſcourſe on the conduct of 
their lives, the riches of grace, and the expectation of 
things eternal; prelibations of the heavenly felicity ! 
From which no worldly concerns diverted them, nor 
reliſh of earthly fruitions adulterated their inward ſo- 
lacements. Often was he detained by the intreaties of 
their love; and tears and embraces always attended 
his departure. Are you deſirous of fuller information? 
Then peruſe his letters, which at this time he wrote to 
ſeveral churches, and are carefully read by us in our 
meetings. Theſe bear witneſs to his zeal-for the glory 
of God, his concern for fouls, and to the holineſs of 
PIE: 1999 his life. I muſt add, that the iſland of 
16. Melita will ever be a monument of his 
: miraculous power, Being ſhipwrecked 
there, and coming to a fire which the hoſpitable people 
kindled, a viper leaped out and faſtened on his hand; 
but he ſhook it off without the leaſt hurt: And, ever 
fince, the vipers of that iſland, as is well known to this 
day, are without any venom, that they are handled as 
ſafely as eels. 
Pilgrim. On my word, theſe are no ſmall tokens of 
a man ſent by God, and who made it his meat and 
drink to do the will of his great Maſter. 
Cleophas. During the thirty fix years of his Apoſtle- 
_ ſhip he travelled above nine thouſand miles, in the 
ſeveral countries above mentioned; ſometimes by water, 


ſometimes by land; but the latter was more agreeable 
| 0 
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againſt the Chriſtians. At their inſtigation 
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to him, on account of ſeeing thoſe for whom he had 
a particular friendſhip, and likewiſe being more at 
liberty: For in paſſage- veſſels we are expoſed to a 


great deal of idle talk; every one has his tale, and 
goes through with it, whether liſtened to or not. Now 
this is a grievous diſturbance to a devout man, who 


would be raifing his mind to God, and converſing with 


ſpiritual things. Therefore a perſon of a religious caſt 
and ſpeculative turn would prefer walking through the 
country to ſailing in a noiſy ſhip, as there his eyes are 
filled with the more pleaſing works of the Creator; 
herbage, flowers, fruits, grain, covering the lofty hill 


and hollow vale ; objects which prompt us to praiſe 


the benign God, of whoſe goodneſs the whole earth is 
full. Here, free from the intruſions and ribaldry of 
ſtrangers, the mind calmly reads the inſtructive Book 
of Nature, and ſweetly loſes itſelf in raviſhing contem- 
plations. 115 18525 

Pilgrim. That is very juſtly obſerved: But let us 
now, I pray, return to the Jews. How have they 
fnce behaved towards the Chriſtians ? 

Cleophas. With the utmoſt malice and cruelty; for, 


beſides their treatment of Paul, who, on all occaſions, 
ſhewed a moſt tender concern for them, they left no 


{tone unturned to rouze the ſecular arm 5 
Acts xii. 2. 
it was, that King Herod threw James the elder into 
priſon, with orders for his execution ; and though the 
patience and mildneſs of this Apoſtle meited his very 
accuſers, whom he kiſſed in token of his cordial for- 
giveneſs, yet the relentleſs King and Prieſts would not 
be ſatisfied till his head was off: Another 
heavy charge againſt that wretched city, 
and ſoon retaliated on Herod, in a manner which plaia- 
ly ſpoke the hand of divine vengeance: For, when 
ſeated on a throne, in all the pomp of regality, giving 
audience to ſome Ambaſſadors, he was ſuddenly ſtruck 


VET; 23. 


with a diſtemper which none of the Court Phyſicians 


1 knew 
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knew how to treat. After five days of horrible pains 
in his entrails, he died a miſerable ſpectacle, eaten up 
by worms; and this had been foretold to him when at 
Rome, by a German of ſome rank, who was a Priſoner 
there. 

Pilgrim. The . muſt have bern hardened indeed, 
to be inſenſible to ſuch tokens. 
Cleopbas. There was alſo another a little before the 
death of that tyrant, and not leſs declarative of a divine 
interpoſition. He had cauſed Peter to be apprehended, 
with an intent that he ſhould undergo the ſame fate as 
* his fellow- labourer James. The fatal day 
ver. 3, dec. came; but when the officers came to fetch 
Peter, all they found in the cell, where he had been 
ſecured, were the handcuffs and chains. Imagine their 
aſtoniſniment. Every thing looked ſafe; the ſeveral 
doors were ſhut ; and the keepers broad awake; yet 

Peter was gone. This threw them all into an extreme 
panic, as they were to account for the eſcape of their 
priſoner, yet none knew any thing of the matter. 
The nature of his eſcape was ſuch as ſtirred up a ſtrong ſuſ- 

picion of bribery in the caſe; whereas, in reality, it was 
effected by an Angel. But neither Herod's dreadful end, 
nor this deliverance of Peter, which nobody could account 
for, produced any amendment; and the Phariſees con- 
tinued to moleſt believers with all 'their former ani- 
moſity. 

Pilgrim. But how was it with the other Apoſtles? 
I ſuppoſe they did not all keep within Jeruſalem. 

__ Cleophas. No, no. One of Chriſt's laſt injunctions 
to them was to go through all the world, preaching 
the Goſpel ; and accordingly they did. Paul viſited 
the weſtern countries ; Matthew went into the ſouth ; 

Bartholomew into India; Thomas among the Par- 

thians; Andrew northward, among the Scythians; 
John into ſeveral parts of Aſia. In like manner the 
others diſperſed themſelves ſeveral ways, every where 


diligently lowing the precious ſeed of the Goſpel, and 
confirming 


| as ſhe exceeded all other places. 
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confirming their words by ſuch ſigns and miracles as 


opportunity offered ; and as, .in ſeveral places, the 


worſhip of idols began to wear off through their 


preaching, this ſucceſs expoſed them to. more violent 

perſecutions, in which they loſt their lives. But this 

was no more than their Maſter had foretold to them. 
Pilgrim. One would naturally think, that the per- 


ſecutions mult ſoon have put an end to them. And 


did their doctrine get footing in thoſe ſtrange coun- 
tries ? 

Cleophas. Yes, beyond any doctrine ever promul- 
gated; that it was amazing to ſee the force proceeding 
from what, in the world's account, was weakneſs in 
the abſtract: For all the books of Philoſophy were 
not able in four hundred years, nor the Law of Moſes 


in fifteen hundred, to compaſs what this doctrine did 


within forty, and this amidſt the ſevereſt perſecutions 
which the others had not to grapple with. For when 
was Lycurgus perſecuted? when was Solon? when 
Pythagoras, Ariſtotle, or Plato? When were the Stoics 
and Epicureans impriſoned, ſcourged, and put to 
death? On the contrary, they had always good times, 
were countenanced and honoured ; and the Jews, for 
a long time, had the crown and ſceptre in their hands, 
and, by a ſuperior ſtrength, kept their enemies under. 

But, here, behold Jeſus nailed to the croſs! Behold his 
Apoſtles ; one beheaded, another flayed alive, another 
ſtoned, another ſawed afander. another beaten to death 
with a club. Behold all, who opened their mouths in 
favour of the Goſpel, inſulted, as ſo many outcaſts ; 
yet did this heavenly doctrine eſtabliſh itſelf into three 
parts of the world, Aſia, Europe, and Africa: A good 


evidence, I think, of its excellency beyond Philoſophy, 


or even the Law of Moſes. But to return to my hiſtory. 
Among all the cruelties committed any where, a moſt 
horrible inſtance occurs to me in Jeruſalem; and in 


Pilgrim. 
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| Pilgrim. And it was ſuch 2 an one, it ſeems, as drays 
tears from you. 


Cleophas. Oh, the death of that holy man, fo be. 


loved by all, the bleſſed James the younger, my pre- 
deceſſor in this city! 
Pilgrim. Why, what happened to him? 

Cileopbas. The Saducees, an impious ſect, denying 

the reſurrection of the body and the exiſtence of ſpirits, 
ſet on by Ananias the High Prieſt, laid hold of that 
worthy man, and, deaf to his intreaties and remon- 
ſtrances, having dragged him up to the pinnacle of 
the Temple, caſt him down into yonder — valley. 
Then they proceeded to disfigure his body by ſtoning 
him ; and, as if that was not enough, a fuller, with 
his club, brake his ſkull, that his brains flew about. 
Many of the ſubſtantial citizens, ſpectators of ſuch a 
continued barbarity, were ſo ſhocked at it, that they 
accuſed the ſaid High 7 of arbitrary proceedings 
and e riots. James was ſo diſtinguiſhed for 
the gentleneſs of his temper and his philanthropv, that 
eh many looked on his death as one cauſe of 
the deſtruction of this devoted city; but I rather think 
that all the innocent blood, ſhed in the face of the 
earth in the cauſe of Chriſt, (and, good God, who can 
recount all the maſſacres, executions, and murders!) 
was required at its hands ; and I could adduce not a 


few arguments in ſupport of my opinion. But the ſun 


draws low; ſo we will refer the ſequel till another 
time. 

Pilgrim. I would not in the leaſt incommode you, 

Father, and ſhall very willingly ſuſpend my cyurioſit 
till to-morrow. 
Cleophas. Then be mindful, Son, that I have let 
you into the nature and qualities of that King who 
was promiſed by the Prophets, and have given you a 
Full account of his birth, life, death, reſurrection, and 
aſcenſion. 


Pilgrim. 


— 
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Pilgrim. You have, indeed, made me acquainted 
with many ſublime and wonderful things, of which I 
was before utterly i ignorant. 

Cleophas. And in which you may obſerve what a 
perſonage 1 he was, whoſe death, and a death fo painful 
and ignominious, this city demanded with ſuch 1mpla- 


cable obſtinacy, and that the puniſhment of ſuch an 


atrocious crime muſt be very great, had the city not 
incurred any other guilt; as, in worldly eſtimate, killing 
a King's fon is otherwiſe puniſhed than the murder of 
a common man. 

Pilgrim. The difference 1s certainly very great. 

Cleopbhas. Well: And add to that, the martyr- 
doms of Prophets, Apoſtles, and their followers, a 
very conſiderable number. 

Pilgrim. Indeed I am not ſurprized that this city 
has ſo often been a ſcene of carnage ;— 
Cleophas. Or that ſuch a terrible deſtruction, as you 
ſee, has fallen on it; the relation of which muſt fill 
you with horror. But let us go; and be ſo kind as to 

ſee me home. 

Pilgrim. 1 ſhould be very ungrateful to grudge ſo 
ſmall an office, when, to gratify me, you are at fo 
much pains, raiſing and bending your aged limbs, 
and coming fo far, the better to inform me of what 1 


= dcfireto hear. But how comes the way to be fo rugged, 


all covered with broken ſtones, over- run with nettles, 


and other weeds ? I wonder how you g get through ſucha 


place ? 

Cleophas. Formerly here were ſtone ſteps, but now 
they are all broken down. There, at that ruined wall, 
began David's famous palace, called Millo. On yon- 
der hill ſtood a ſtrong citadel, built by Antiochus the 
tyrant; there you ſtill ſee the remains of the tower of 
Ophel. In that angle towards the ſouth-weſt ſtood a 
high tower, known by the name of Hananeel. There, 


before us, are ſome fragments of the caſtle of Antonia, 


alſo ſomething of the T emple; and near it, Helena's 
Palace, 
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Palace. Vonder ſtood the court of juſtice, where the 
impious ſentence was pronounced againſt Jeſus. Be. 
hold its ruinous condition. Where are now their cla- 
mours and outrages? Much better had it been to 
have lamented their own iniquities, than accuſe Jeſus, 
There, weſtward, you ſtill may ſee the three towers of 
Hippicus, Phaſelus, and Mariamne. Vonder ſtood 
that temple of voluptuouſneſs and revelry, Herod's 
palace. Herod prided himſelf not a little in having 
built thoſe towers: And what are they now, but 
mouldering haunts of owls, bats, ravens, and daws? 
Thus decay all ſublunary things. Now we are come 
to my cottage. Here I live. 

Pilgrim. It 1s quite in character; it puts. me in 
mind of the dwellings of the antient Patriarchs, who 
lived like pilgrims and ſtrangers on earth. | 

Cleophas. So would I have it; and this garden ſub- 
fiſts me; here I ſow carrots, turneps, cabbages, 
falads, herbs, and other eſculents. 

Pilgrim. I fee, Father, that a little 1 you ; 


farewell till to morrow ; I muſt withdraw to my receſs, 


where meditation on what I hear from you, gives me 


very exalted pleaſure. 
Cleophas. Thoſe laſt words of yours will leave a 


pleaſure on me. God night, heartily, Son. 


7 
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DIALOGUE III. 


PART the FOURTH. 


| The Deſtruttton of Feruſalem, the overthrow of 


the Feuiſb Conſtitution, and the ſtate of the 
Chriſtian Church, to the 1 09h year of 1 its ara; 


containing the ſpace of 70 years. © 


3 Y the many holes and mole- bills all over 

this place one would think a whole 
army had been buried here. I muſt get 
my good old friend to let me into the occaſion of them. 


This i is his door; I hear within ſomething of a devout 


modulation of his voice; ſo, inſtead of diſturbing him 
Iwill proceed to the eminence, where we uſe to meet. 
What a view of ſtately ruins on every ſide, as far as 
the eye can reach! houſes, towers, palaces, temples. 
This muſt have been a ot. populous and flouriſhing 
country; and yonder, a great way eaſtward, if I 
miſtake not, I can diſcern a ſhining piece of water ; 


| ſure that cannot be all drowned land. I wiſh the old 


man was come to clear up all theſe things to me. Oh, 
yonder he comes; ſtooping a little, indeed, yet, conſi- 


dering his great age, his ſenſes and faculties are uncom- 


monly clear; then his love for his native country, and 
zeal for promoting true religion among mankind, very 


much endear him to me A good day to you, F ather „ 


the Lord be your guide and comforter. 

Cleophas, I thank you, Son, for your kind falurati6n. 
I tear I have made you wait ſome time. 

Pilgrim. Not long. I paſſed by your houſe, and 
concluding that you was at your devotions, I came on. 

Cleophas. Tris cuſtomary with us, Son, to meet early 
in the morning at one another's houſes, to pray, ling 


| hymns, and exhort each other to continue ſtedfaſt in 


the Faith, and Keep ourſelves unſpotted from the world, 
thes 
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hus waiting for tlie bleſſed hope, and the appearance In 
of our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall come again, | 1 


even in the ſame manner at we ſaw him aſcend; in 0! 
this we uſe all diligence; 'we hold ourſelves in di 
readineſs by a walk of uniform holineſs, which is eſpe- p 
cially neceffary in theſe times, when there is not an 

hour we can ſay we are ſafe; for ſince this Emperor K 


Trajan has reigned, nothing is heard of but killing, 
ſtrangling, hanging, crucifying, beheading, burning, " 


| and torturing of believers ; and all this, only for quit. A 
| ting the worſhip of dumb idols, and preaching the ti 
joyful tidings of Chriſt, the Saviour of the world, th 
crucified, riſen, and aſcended into Heaven. Thus are ts 
we always in jeopardy; we do not know at night, but h 
we may be taken out of our beds to a ſudden execution; a0 
thus you ſee how it behoves us to be conſtantly preparing a 

_ ourſelves for the trial. g 
Pilgrim. Great reaſon is there, indeed, that men I 
ſhould live as pilgrims on earth; yet I think the CC 
Emperor guilty of moſt exacrable tyranny. | A 
Cleophas. Happy thoſe Princes to whom only ge- tc 
nuine truth is repreſented : Trajan himſelf is the leaſt W 
to be blamed, for otherwiſe he is a man of excellent at 
qualities, and very averſe from any thing of cruelty; re 
therefore 1s it, that this city, having been the inſtigation CC 
of the maſſacres and executions in which ſo much ſa 
innocent blood was ſhed, its puniſhment ſhall come on 10 
it as a whirlwind pregnant with deſtruction. „ 
Pilgrim. Before you proceed, be ſo kind as to tell hi 
me, what water that is yonder, a great way off, towards m 


the eaſt? At ſun riſe, the reflection of the light ſeemed 8 
to give it an enſanguined appearance. 

Cleophas. That water, Son, ſhould have been 2 fo 
warning to the city, as a terrible image of its deſtruction ; 


it was antiently a fine delicious country, interſperſed wi 
with olive, fig, and vineyards, corn fields, meadows, de 
ſeats, and opulent cities; but the inhabitants, which hy 

- Ut 


is almoſt a natural conſequence of riches, were abo- 
. minably 
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cninably voluptuous and fantaſtical; alſo haughty, 
and without any bowels of compaſſion for the diſtreſſes 
of the poor: And what was the reſult ? Soon a moſt 
dreadful puniſhment fell on it, and that quite unex- 
pectedly. 

Pilgrim. Since I led you into this ſubjec be ſo 
kind as to enlarge a little on it, 

Cleophns. In one of thoſe cities lived a very worthy 
man, called Lot, nephew to the famous Patriarch 
Abraham; for in his time it all happened. The licen- 
tiouſneſs of the inhabitants, their riotous merriments, 
their imprecations, their inhoſpitality, not to mention 
ſome abominable practices, were a perpetual grief to 
him; and ſometimes he would mildly offer a word of 
advice againſt ſuch doings, but they looked on him as 

a ſpiritleſs, ſaturnine creature. T ]W o An- 8 
gels once came to him in the figure of x7 ie 
men, and he received them with all poſlible- - 
courteſy; but when they ſaw the deteſtable wickedneſs 
of the people, they declared that God had determined 
to punith them, and that he muſt leave the city, for it 
would ſoon be deſtroyed. This inform- 
ation Lot communicated to all who were 
related to him, or with whom he had any particular 
connections of friendſhip; but they laughed at him, 
ſaying, “ Yes, indeed, there is great likelihood of 
ſuch a thing. Such an one, no longer ago than yeſter- 
day, began to build a new houſe. Another has ſowed 
his ground; in that houſe there's a wedding to-day ; to- 
morrow, you know, a great meeting is to be held about 
public affairs; take a view of the artificers, have 
they not all their hands full of work; never was trading 
ſo briſk ; the inns are crouded with gueſts; ; we have no 
war, and all quiet at home; here's peace and plenty; 


ver. 14. 


what do you talk of deſtruction, then? Who will 


deſtroy us? Your head is always full of whimſies.“ 

This pierced the good man's heart, that 3 

ſuch i en advice ſnould be ſlighted. ; 2 F 
e 
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The Angels how directed him inſtantly to, quit the city; 
with his wife and two daughters, and to go ſtreight on, 
and, as they valued their lives, not to caſta 
look backwards on any account. Scarce were 
they out of the diſtrict of the city, when the 


ver. 15— 23. 


ver. 24, 25. 


olent thundrings, and prodigious flaſhes of ſuch-light- 
ning as immediately fat every thing in a blaze. There 
was weeping, and wailing, and ghaſtly looks, that their 
ſtately houfes, and fine furniture, ſhould be reduced to 
aſhes: Others mourned after their caſh ; what had been 
the delight -of their corrupted hearts, they now ſaw 
deſtroyed by ſupernatural fires; and even for themſelves 
no ſhelter was left ; ſome. the dem ſeized, ſome were 


cruſhed by the fall of houſes; ; all the produce of the 


country was conſumed; the trees flamed ; the pools 
and ſtreams ſeemed to turn into liquid ſulphur and 


itch; and as in a crucible all things are fuſed into one 


mixed mals, ſo here, man, beaſt, herbage, even metals, 
ſtones, and buildings, and every thing elſe was trans- 
formed into a ſlimy lake, that nothing of its former 


appearance or ſubſtance was to be ſeen, except the 


riſing of a thick ſmoak or vapour, indicating that 
fre had deſtroyed every thing; thus was the voluptuouſ- 
neſs of this city cloſed in utter deſtruction. Lot's 
wife alſo did not eſcape the judgment; for 

her heart being, amidſt all theſe terrors, 
ſtill attached to the many "good things ſhe had left, 
could not forbear looking back, with a lamenting eye, 
contrary to the Angel's expreſs direction; ah! then fhe 
felt the evil of diſobedience ; her tears and lamentations 
tor the loſs of her goods availed nothing ; and ſoon was 
ſhe diſabled from giving vent to her grief; ſight for- 
ſook her eyes; her legs and arms — a cold 
hardneſs prevaded her whole body; nothing of human 
nature was left in her, but ſhe became totally trans- 
formed into a pillar of ſalt, which is to be ſeen there to 


this day. Oh that the Jews had laid this miraculous 
puniſhment 


ver. 26. 


ſky appeared all ina flame, then came on vi- 


2 
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uniſhment to heart, then would they not have been ſo 


diſobedient and Riffnecked. Such is the origin of that 


water, which ſeemed to you to ſhine ſo; and as a teſti- 
mony that it antiently conſiſted of dry ſubſtances, con- 
ſumed and melted into each other, along the ſhore 
grow apples of a very beautiful outſide, but the inſide 


5 full of aſhes; it is alſo ſufficiently evident, without 


multiplying proofs, that this lake is compounded of 
various ſubſtances, mingled together by liquefaction, 
as not only the colour of i it varies daily, bur, contrary to 
the yielding nature of water, whatever is thrown into it, 
tin, iron, lead, inſtead of ſinking floats on the ſurface, 

Pilgrim. This is a wonderful hiſtory, indeed, Father. 

Cleophas. And no leſs true than terrible: It is alſo a 
melancholy conſideration, that Jeruſalem, having ſuch 
a ſtriking inſtance of divine vengeance before its eyes, 
ſhould not have taken warning: Then thou glorious 
Temple of Zion, thou palace of Solomon, had ye 
ſtood in all your ſplendor. 

Pilgrim. As you have frequently mentioned the de- 
ſtruction of this city, I could wiſh to know by what 
means it came to paſs. 

Cleophas. You muſt know, Son, that the tempeſt, 
which has deluged the city and country, was preceded 
by ſome drops. Firſt, the Emperor Caligula, about 
ſix years after Chriſt's paſſion, affecting to be worſhip- 
ed as a deity, would have an image of himſelf ſer up in 
the Temple. It is impoſſible to expreſs the emotions of 
the Jews at this order. They went in a body, wring- 
ing their hands, and filling the air with diſmal cries, 
to Pet ronius, the Emperor's General, intreating he 
would defer it; and, on his threatening them with 
death as rebels, they one and all held out their necks, 
and declared themſelves ready to die, rather than ſee 
ſuch a violation of their Temple. In ſhort, ſuch was 
the dejection every where, that, for full fifty days, 
the culture and ſowing of the lands were utterly at a 
tand; and it would rather have increaſed than abated, 


U | had | 


290 DIALO GU E between A. D. 49. 
had not the Emperor died, he having threatened to 
make an example of them for their ſuperſtitious refrac- 
torineſs, as he called it. Thus was rewarded the cr 
of the Jews to Pilate, We have no King but Cæſar.“ 
Oh, how gladly would they now have accepted of the 
meek Jeſus for their ſovereign! Afterwards, on the 
feaſt of the Paſſover, Cumanus being Governor of 
Judæa under the Roman Emperor Claudius, one of 
the Roman ſoldiers, on duty at the caſtle of Antonia 
oppoſite to the Temple, threw off his cloaths, and, in 
contempt of the Tewifh religion, turned his back parts 
to the people, who were going in multitudes to wor- 
ſhip, This ſhameleſs inſult raiſed a great diſturbance, 
and fome were ſo irritated that they threw ſtones 
among the ſoldiers, who ſtanding on their defence, 
the tumult in the flight was ſuch, that above ten 
thouſand perſons were trampled to death, which natu- 
rally filled the city with lamentations and diſcontent, 
Another time, a ſoldier burnt the books cf the facred 
Scripture ;'and a Jew, coming from Galilee to the feaſt 
of the Paſſover, was murdered in the country of the 
Samaritans ; and Cumanus not animadverting on any 
of theſe miſdemeanors, the Jews reſented it ſo far as 
to break out into an attempt of doing themſelves 
uſtice, with fire and ſword. Cumanus, aſſembling the 
ſoldiery, took ſeveral of the inſurgents, and put chem 
to death as faſt as they fell into his hands. The coun- 
try was overrun with confuſion and ſlaughter, every 
man's hand being againft his neighbour, without any 
rofpe&t how theſe deſolations would end ; and Qua- 
dratus, Governor of Syria, coming with a large body 
of forces, made a terrible havock among the Jews, 
erucifying all the prifoners, except eighteen of eminent 
rank, whom he was pleaſed to behead, 
Pigrin. FTheſe eighteen ſeem to indicate the num- 
der of years the Emperor Tiberius had reigned at the 
time of the cruciftixion of Jeſus; and the crucified 
bore 
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wvrath of God was Handed, e city; as, in- 
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bore the puniſhment of the prophane inſolence with 
which that horrid act was accompanied. 22 5 
Cleophas. That is not ill obſerved; for theſe, from 
their impetuous zeal for the Law, were among the 


foremoſt in crying out, © Crucify him, crucify him; 


and it was their impetuous zeal for the Law, which 


brought them to ſuch an end. But beſides the pre- 


OS >, 69. THI 


power of the Romans quell theſe inſurreftions? 


Cleopbas. No ſuch. thing. I have. befor e ſaid, that 
there is no ſtriving againſt God. Felix, whom, about 
twenty three years after Chriſt's aſcenſion, the Roman 


Emperor. Nero had appointed Governor of . Judza, 


gained ſome advantages oyer. theſe aſſaſſins, as, did 
Feſtus after him. But, what did it ſignify? The 


ſtead 
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ſtead of amending, they continued the perſecutions 


againſt the Apoſtles and believers, with all their former 


85 id 

in. Aye! 

Cleopbas. Gh! I cannot give you any detail of all 
le evils committed bY 1 . There was that choſen veſſel 
Paul. About this time he ventured to viſit the bre- 
thren at Jeruſalem, as greatly wanting the ſupports of 
his preſence. The Jews would not let him reft, till, 
after many outrages, they perſecuted him to death. 
They hearkened to no vindication or apology; but 
clamoured, threw duſt up in the air, and raved as if 
they would have torn him to pieces. The Roman Go- 
vernors, who knew not the motive of this fury, inter- 
poſed for the preſervation of the public tranquillity; 
but neither Felix, Feſtus, nor Agrippa could appeaſe 
theſe frantic zealots. They ſeemed impelled, by the 
righteous vengeance of God, to all manner of wicked- 
neſs and cruelty. They perſiſted 3 in their turbulency, 
till they got the Apoſtle carried to Rome as a male- 
factor. There, for ſome time, he went about bound, 
with a chain to one of his hands, by which a keeper 
led him when he went out; and, in the priſon, he 
| faſtened it about his middle. They, however, were 
fruſtrated in their drift; for, ſo far from arreſting 
thereby the progreſs of the Goſpel, the letters written 
by him in his impriſonment were of infinite uſe for 
Wehe beni the faithful, and convincing unbelievers; 


yet they ſhewed, to the utmoſt extent of their power, 
that they were more cruel og unjuſt than the Hea- 


thens. 


Pilgrim. Les; but theſe may be faſpoſed to have 
been only the refuſe of the people, or, at beſt, the 
commonalty. 

Cleophas. I mult tell you, they were Hey very . 
men of eminence, the High Prieſts, Elders, Scribes, 
and ſuch; for it is well known, as I have already ſaid, 


| chat the High Prieſt Ann, four years after this, 
q | cauſed 
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cauſed that excellent man, James the Leſs, to be put 
to death. How, then, did it conſiſt with divine juſtice 
to ſpare a city, which, againſt all admonitions, went 
on in the moſt impious enormities, heaping fin on 
fin, till its meaſure of guilt ran over. R ES 
Pilgrim. ] perceive, all theſe things had a relation 
to the deſtruction of this city, 5 2 1 
Cleophas. Ves; and the nearer the cataſtrophe, the 
more ſtrongly were the prognoſtics marked. For in 


the fifth year of Nero, Albinus ſucceeding Feſtus in 


the government of Judza, he proved a greater ſcourge 
to the country than the very aſſaſſins, ſticking at no- 
thing to gratify his infatiable avarice; even for a pecu- 
niary conſideration conniving at villainies of all kinds, 
which was productive of innumerable evils ; every one, 
maſter of a ſufficient bribe, openly perpetrating the 
moſt flagitious violations of the laws of ſociety. The 
prieſtly offices alſo fell into wretched degeneracy ; for 
the High Prieſt Ananias, who, with all his affability, 
his blandiſhments, and ſoftneſs of behaviour, was but 
«a whited wall,” had bought the countenance of Al- 
binus; and his chief ſervants, in conjunction with no- 
torious ſcelerates, beſides other depredations, broke 
open the granaries, in which were lodged the prieſts 
tythes, beating any who offered to expoſtulate with 
them; that many of the ſacred order, deprived of 
their ſubſiſtence, periſhed in a moſt diſtreſsful manner. 
Theſe calamities came thick on one another; and that 


it was God's abſolute reſolution to deſtroy Jeruſalem, 


without a deep humiliation and real repentance, was 
farther manifeſt from ſeven moſt dreadful tokens, 
which he permitted, as warnings to every one, to come 
to pals in this city. "IF 2b 

Pilgrim. You will be pleaſed to favour me with 
ſome account of them. | „ 

Cleophas. The firſt was a tremendous comet, having 
the appearance of a fiery ſword, which continued bla- 
Zing; over the city for the ſpace of a whole year. This 

| | VU 3 | phæno- 


. 
0 


991 ALOGUE befween A. D. 62. 
phænomenon ſtruck with terror every one, except 
thoſe who, from an obdurate infatuation, left no ſtone 
unturned to ſpread revolt, and, without regarding 
heaven, placed all their hopes in the continuance of 
the war. Afterwards, in the feaſt of Paſſover, 
about three o'clock in the morning, the temple was 
filled with a ſupernatural effulgence, which laſted 
about half an hour. During the ſame feaſt a cow, as 
it was going to be facrificed, brought forth a lamb i in 
the middle of the temple. The large braſs door of the 
temple, which was every day ſhut by twenty men, 
about midnight opened of ſelf. Some days after fol. 
lowed a more e dreadful ſign than any of the foregoing ; 
many bands of warriors being ſeen in the ſky for ſe- 
veral hours together, and, as it were, brandiſhing their 
arms over the city. At the feaſt of Pentecoſt was heard 
in the temple a violent craſh, followed by a loud out- 
cry, Let us haſten from hence.” Laſtly, a-peaſant's 
ſon, named Jeſus, at the feaſt of Tabernacles, ſuddenly, 
in a very ſolemn accent, cried out, © A voice from the 
riſing of the ſun, a voice from the ſetting, a voice from 
the 1 55 winds, a voice concerning Jeruſalem and the 
temple, a voice concerning young married men and 
married women.” Theſe vcciferations he continued 
night and day. Though often beaten and ſcourged, he 
ceaſed not to cry, Woe, Woe, Jeruſalem | 55 and 
more eſpecially on the high feſtivals, when the city was 
full of people. After a daily repetition of ſuch warn- 
ing exclamations during ieven years and five months, 
that is, till the city came to be beſieged, (as I ſhall ſoon 
relate to you,) he went upon the ciry wall, and, raiſing 
his voice in an extraordinary manner, called out, 
* Woe to the city, woe to the temple, woe to the peo- 
ple, and woe alſo to me;” which words he had no 
ſooner uttered, than an arrow from the enemy's camp 
laid him dead : A remarkable token that his warnings 
were originally of divine inſpiration, as. a ſure predic- 
tion of the impending viſitations. 

Pilgrim. 
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Pilgrim. Theſe were dreadful ſigns, and I ſuppoſe 
that many were moved by them to withdraw out of, 
the city. 

Cleophas. No, no; there were not wanting perſons 
of high repute for learning, who put flattering con- 
ſtructions upon theſe portents, that I never heard any 


left the city except the brethren, now diſtinguiſhed by 


the appellation of Chriitians ; who, remembring that. 
Jeſus had foretold the certain ruin of the city, and 
charged them, when they ſaw the beginnings of, 
theſe afflictions, to depart out of Judæa, ſucceſſively, 
removed from this country to beyond: Jordan, in a 
town called Pella, where, amidſt all the commotions of 
the ſtate, they led a quiet life, as in a 1 ſhelter from 
ſulcry heats or piercing ſtorms. 

Pilgrim. All this I well underſtand. Now, if you 
pleaſe, for an account how, according to theſe ſigns, 
the troubles came on. | 

Cleophas. Albinus was ſucceeded in his government 
of Judæa by Lucius Florus, in the ninth year of Nero, 
and thirty two years after Chriſt's aſcenſion, He was 
rather worſe than his predeceſſor, and, as it were, 
ſtrove to. inflame the combuſtions of the Jews, of 
themſelves ſo vehement and reſolute in their revolt 
that they ſpurned at all mediums for an accommoda- 
tion. Thus, on a diſturbance at Cæſarea, a ſea-port, 
between the Jews and Pagans, Florus took eight ta- 
lents from the Jews to eſpouſe their cauſe, in which he 
baffled them; and ſome, to retort the injury, by way 
of ridicule carried avout a baſket, as making a gather- 
ing for Florus; who, flaming with indignation, came 
to Jeruſalem with a military force ; and when he was 
met with all the marks of reſpect, he ordered his at- 
tendants to diſperſe thoſe hypocritical rebels, ſo that they 
ran back into the city under the molt terrible appre- 
henſions. The new Governor went directly to the 
hall, whither having cited the principal mutineers, he 
ſeverely threatened them. He gave the upper town, 
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which ſtood on this hill, to be pillaged by his ſoldiery; 


then proceeded to a maſfacre of the citizens. Many 


of the nobility and perſons of rank he even crucified, 
contrary to law, decency, and the practice of all his 
predeceſſors, who, amidſt all their animoſity againſt 
the Jews, ſtill paid a regard to eminence of ſtation 
and endowments. From this act cf brutal cruelty he 
was not to be diverted, not even by the requeſt of 
Berenice, King Agrippa's ſiſter, who, to inforce it, 
preſented herſelf before him barefooted, and in the 
moſt moving dreſs and attitude. Ar this the inſur— 


D 
gents were exaſperated to ſuch a degree, that they 


openly inveighed againſt Florus, not without ſome 


menaces ; and though the High Prieſts interpoſed, 


ſometimes mildly, ſornetimes authoritatively, their 


rage could not be appeaſed. Afterwards, convening 


the leading men among the Jews, he propoſed to 
them, thar if they would go out and meet with ſhouts 


of joy and felicitation a body of troops expected from 
Cæſarca, every thing ſhould be made eaſy; and the 
Prieſts and Levites, ſhewing the example with hymns 
and inſtruments of muſic, at length wrought on the 


people, for the ſake of the Temple, to comply with 
Florus. But their condeſcenſion added fuel to the fire; 


for the Roman ſoldiers returned their complement with 
mockeries and inſults; which the Jews not taking 
with ſilent patience, the Romans fell to ſtabbing and 
killing, and not a few were ſqueezed and trodden to 


death in crouding in at the city gate. What a horri- 


ble ſpectacle was Jeruſalem now! The Romans, with 
all their force, aſſaulting the temple and fort Antonia; 
the inſurgents as vicorouſly reſiſting, and from the tops 
of houſes diſcharging all ſorts of miſſile weapons, 
ſtones, fi: -ebrands, every thing that was at hand, that 
the Romans were fo: rv. to draw o; and thus began 
the defection of the Jews from the Roman dominion. 
In the twelfth year of Nero, when about as many 
years were elap pied ſince the crucifixion of Chriſt as 
| amounted 
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amounted to his age at that diſmal event; and from 
this time to their final cataſtrophe, about as many 
years intervened as Jeſus ſpent in going through 
udza and e the Goſpel; in which ſpace, as 
he ſuffered from them the moſt malicious and cruel 
perſecutions, ſo they, in the time we are now entering 
on, were viſited with the moſt grievous and terrible 
calamities. 

Pilgrim. They appear to be the appointed puniſh- 
ments of irreclaimable wickedneſs. Yet give me leave 
to aſk, whether there were no particular perſons of 
diſtinction who interpoſed, with all their authority, to 
extinguiſh the flames at their firſt burſting forth? 

Cleophas. Several, King Agrippa had it much at 
heart, and prevailed with Ceftins, Governor of Syria, 
to call Florus to an account for his adminiſtration. 
Accordingly all the people joined in a heavy charge 
againſt him, proved his murders and ſætting houſes on 
fire, of both which the ruinous condition and ſolitari- 
neſs of the ſtreets were viſible evidences, and things 
ſeemed in a fair way of accommodation. Agrippa, 
in a long ſpeech, adviſed the Jews to ſubmit to the 
Roman power, as before it neither the kingdom of 
Macedonia, nor the famed ſtates of Athens and 
Sparta, had been able to ſtand, and which had ex- 
tended the wings of its dominion over Thracia, _ 
ricum, Germany, Gaul, Spain, and even beyond th 
Sea, into Britain; to which alſo, in other — 
Egypt had yielded; the ſavage Moors paid tribute, 
the mighty potentates of Aſia did homage, and che 
invincible Kings of the Parthians ſent gifts and hoſ- 
tages; and no Sovereign was known, throughout the 
Globe, who durſt meaſure iorces with the Roman 
Empire : So that, if they valued what ought to be 
moſt dear to man, he adviſed them to deſiſt from 
their deſigns, as the certain conſequence would be the 
total deſtruction both of rhe city and temple, Theſe 
words of Agrippa made tome 1ngapeſion ; and others, 

| | 0 
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to increaſe it, bad them caſt an eye on their ruined 


houſes and other edifices. But when the King began 


to recommend a quiet ſubjection to Florus, the tumult 


flamed out in all its former violence, ſo that the conſide- 


rate of both parties dreaded the conſequence, and the 
pacific King himſelf ſcarce got ſafe out of the city. 
Farther, there aroſe a haughty young man called 
Eleazar, ſon to Ananias the High Prieſt, and he it 
was who laid the chief foundation of the revolt, aſ- 
ſerting that offerings were to be made only for Jews, 
by which were excluded the Emperor's offerings, 
though till now they had been admitted into the tem- 
ple. Accordingly this was oppoſed even by the High 
Prieſts and Phariſces, who ſent to Agrippa and F Jorus 
for a military force ; which were diſpatched accord- 
ingly: And now were renewed the former inteſtine 
fightings. The revolters made themſelves. maſters of 
the temple, the citade] of Antonia, and the King's pa- 
lace, together with the city court of juſtice, which 
they ſet © on fire, burning all the books, records, letters, 
accounts, and other memorials lodged there. In the 
upper town the conteſt continued for ſeven days ſuc- 
ceſſively, that the ſtreets ran with blood; and this 
laughter was heightened by the Sicarii, who, mingling 
with the weaker ſide, ſtabbed great numbers. "The 
city every where rung with groans, lamentations, 


and outcries, and preſented, on all ſides, ſpeCtacles of 


bloodſhed and deſolation, without any proſpect of 
aſſiſtance or a period. But all theſe horrors were ſent 
on them by the hand of God. Theſe afflictive cir- 
cumſtances might remind them, with what brutal mer- 
riment they had inſulted over the ſufferings of Jeſus. 
Now their agitated conitiences might tell them, that 
the innocent blood ſhed by the Phariſees was. come to 
demand vengeance ; for as, by an unrighteous ſentence, 
they had ſhed the blood of many ſaints, ſo many of 


them were Killed by the mere perverſeneſs of the law- 
leſs 
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leſs Sicarii, as particularly was the fate of Ananias the 
High Prieſt, and his brother Ezekiah. 

Pilgrim: Bur I am afraid, Father, that theſe fight- 
ings and bloodſheds were not limited to Jeruſalem. 

Cleophas. It was like a fire, which, beginning in the 
middle of the houſe, gains the walls, and ſpreads : For 
the Anti-Roman party every where hearing of theſe 
tranſactions, ran to arms, and ſeized on ſeveral towns, 
as Meſſadia, a very ſtrong fortreſs; Macherunte, where 
John the Baptiſt was betieaded ; Sebaſte, Aſcalon, Phil- 
adelphia, Ptolomais, Anthedon, Gaza, and others; 
burning ſome, garriſoning others, and never giving 
any quarter to the Roman ſoldiers. The news of theſe 
violences ſoon ſpreading through the country, the Ro- 
mans in ſome places maſſacred all the Jews. Twenty 
thouſand were killed at Cæſarea, thirteen: thouſand at 
Scythopolis, fifry thouſand at Alexandria, ten thouſand 
at Damaſcus ; and Joppa being taken by the Romans, 
they ſpared neither age nor ſow. You may conceive 
the outcries, the confuſions, the miſeries, and the 
bloodſheds which filled every place; the dejected far- 
mer looking on his ravaged grounds, the tradeſman 
expoſed to open rapine, the artificer ſtarving for want 
of employment, all ſociality and friendly intercourſe 
ſuſpended, the ſtreets and roads ſwarming with ſangui- 
nary robbers; and, what is ſtill more horrid, in theſe 
fightings, one ſaw his father killed, another his mother, 
brother, or ſiſter, without being able to give them 
any aſſiſtance. 

Pilgrim. Theſe things muſt have excited terrible 
reflections; but pleaſe to go on with the hiſtory of this 


devoted city. 
Cleophas. Before they had breathed from theſe dif- 


treſſes, came Ceſtius Gallus, Governor of all Syria, 


with a powerful army towards this city, deſtroying and 
burning every thing in his march, that the people betook 
themſelves to the mountains, with what little they 


could ſave, and made a moſt deſperate reſiſtance. 
| The 
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The inſurgents within the city, and many of the inha- 
bitants, though terrified at the approach of Ceſtius, 


determined to ſell their lives dear. The Roman pitched 


his camp on yonder riſing ground, near two miles 
from the city, and after a reſt of three days, marched 
to it, as if intending a ſtorm: The revolters, in their firſt 
conſternation, retired into the inward quarter; and had 
not God decreed th: total overthrow of Jeruſalem, 
Ceſtius, with the heip of the Roman party, might 
eaſily have quelled the revolters, and thus the troubles 
had come to a period, with little detriment to the city. 


But Ceſtius, ſeized with a ſtrange panic, turned back and 


fled from thoſe who were atraid of him. The Jews eager- 
ly purſuing, his whole army was in great danger, and 
he thought himſelf very happy in eſcaping within 
Cęſarea, and this not without conſiderable loſs. This 
ſucceſs ſo elevated the Jews, as to leave no hopes of 
things taking a peaceable turn ; and many prudent per- 
ſons hereupon left the city, as foreſeeing its deſtruction 
to be inevitable, ſuch a wild faction being in no wiſe 
able to make head againſt the forces of the Roman 
Empire. | 

Pilgrim. ] find they imitated Lot, who, when Sodom 
was to be deſtroyed, removed from it. But the revolters, 
were they void of all reflection? for, by what I can ga- 


ther from your diſcourſes, Jeſus the peaſant, even after 


the above ſucceſs, ſtill continued his monitory cry of 
Woe, Woe to Jeruſalem ? 

Cleephas. Reflection! Far from any ſuch thing ; 
and as for Jeſus, this ſucceſs made him be looked on 
only as a brain-fick creature, or a factious lyar, and he 
was as little regarded as the Prophet Jeremiah was, 
after the King of Babylon had withdrawn his army. 
The Jews ſtrengthened themſelves in all parts, and ap- 
pointed commanders in the ſeveral departments. Joſeph, 
a ſon of Gorion, and Ananus the High Prieſt in this 
city; Jeſus the ſon of Sapha and Eleazar, in the coun- 


try of Idumæa; ep the ſon of Simon, in Jericho; 
John 
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John the Eſſene, in Thama, Lidda, Joppa and Em- 
maus; John the ſon of Ananias, in the country of 
the Grophonites and Acrabatenes; to Joſeph the ſon 
of Matthias, who has written a hiſtory of theſe things, 
were committed upper and lower Galilee. All thefe 
chiefs were very active in putting places in a ſtate of 
defence, providing for a vigorous proſecution of 
the war, and animating their men to a reſolute beha- 
viour. The country, however, during the ſhort ab- 
ſence of the Romans, was miſerably ravaged, by a large 

ang of banditri, under Simon the ſon of Gioras, a 
bold, turbulent deſperadoe, who every where pillaged 
and burned villages, till the High Prieſt took the field 
againſt him, and then he joined the banditti at Maſſada, 
an impregnable ſtronghold, whence they made inroads 
all over Idumza, that, for the public ſecurity, it be- 
came neceſſary to garriſon every village: You muſt 


think, Son, in what a plight the country muſt be, in 


ſuch times. | 
Pilerim. That may, indeed, be eaſily conceived: 


But what meaſures did the Romans take? 


Cleophas. The Emperor Nero was then in Achaia, 
where receiving advice of the defeat of Ceſtius, and the 
military preparations of the Jews to retrieve affairs in 
Judæa, he appointed Veſpaſian, a commander of 
diſtinguiſhed: reputation; who, collecting a numerous 
army from the neighbouring towns and countries, in 
the thirteenth year of Nero, arrived at Ptolomais, a ſea- 
port, facing the Land of Galilee : He was afterwards 
reinforced by a body of troops under his fon Titus, 
ſo that the whole army now conſiſted of full ſixty thou- 


ſand fighting men, beſides a mixed multitude of others. 


The coming of ſuch a force filled all places with con- 
fuſion. Here drums and trumpets were heard, enſigns 


diſplayed, and ſoldiers muſtered; there was flying to 


the mountains, caverns and fortreſſes, Some, with 
fierce looks defied the Romans, and wiſhed to come to 
blows with them; others were all dejection, fear, and 

trepida- 
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trepidation, or rather in utter deſpair of ſafety, as indeed 
the danger was univerſal; for he who eſcaped the 


ſword ot the enemy might fall into the hands of rob- 


bers, which was full as Dad. To go over to the enemy, 
or to ſide with the revolters, was the only alternative left; 
and great was the danger in both. Sephorim ſurrendered 
itlelt voluntarily to the Romans; but other towns, more 
2rermined, fell under the Roman arms; and firſt 
| Gadd, where every ſoul was put to the ſword. Jota- 
-pata was not taken till after a furious ſtorm, as obſti- 
nately withſtood, and in which forty thouſand men fell 
before the ſword was ſneathed. Beſides many, who hiding 
themſelves in cellars and vaults, were murdered in cold 
blood, ſome killed each other; and ſome, from a hor- 
rid deſpair, or violent: hatred of the Romans, put an 
end to their own lives, - Here it was where the hiſtorian 
Joſephus, after narrowly eſcaping from his own infa- 
tuated party, was taken priſoner; but, by a particular 
wr fortune, his life was ſpared. The Romans, af- 
terwards, every where victorious, reduced Tiberias, 
f þ i dens, Gamala, Giſcala, and other places; but 
many ſhocking circumſtances attended theſe conqueſts; 
-for the Jews. were thrown into iuch deſperation, 
that many ſlew themſelves, and did not withold theic 


hands from their farhers, mothers, ſiſters, brothers, 


wives and children, and tarew the bodies in a heap. 
This horrid i pectacle was particularly ſeen at Scythopolis, 
and ſome other places. It is ſhocking to hear the ex- 
tremities to which deſpair prompted them; their pro- 
ccedings ſavoured more of phrenzy than a rational ar- 
dour for freedom, and in their countenances and de- 
meanours they appeared like demoniacs; for theſe were 
che days of vengeance foretold by Chriſt: Happy, 


indeed, were the wombs which never bare, and the 


breaſts which never gave ſuck; for inexpreſſible were 


the diſtreſſes of bewailing mothers, raving:about- the 
country with their little ones in their arms,, or holding 
them 
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them by their hands. The banditti murdered t 
and the Romans ſold them as ſlaves. 
Pilgrim. Dreadful times! But how was it, in the 
mean time, at Jeruſalem ? 

 Cleophas. The times were no leſs dreadful there, 
and diſcord made them worſe; for the Zealots (or 
clandeſtine murderers) committed horrible havock in 
the city, ranſacking the citizens houſes and murdering 
the Nobility; in oppoſition to theſe, were the High 
Prieſt, and the whole body of the burghers : But the 


Zealots, to ſecure themſelves, made themſelves maſters of 


the Temple, prophaned the ſacred places, and, among 
many other acts of impiety, raiſed to the dignity of 
High Prieſt, an illiterate ruſtic of 1gnoble birth and 
coarſe manners, and not of the Tribe of Levi, as the 
law directs. Ananus fpiriting up the people to annul 
ſuch an illegal promotion, a terrible fray enſued ; firſt 
the ſtones flew as thick as hail ; then the ſwords were 
drawn; and great numbers fell on each fide. The 
Zealots, however, being driven into the innermoſt 
part of the temple, ſix thouſand of the townſmen were 
poſted for the defence of the ſeveral gates. In the 
mean time one John of Giſcala, a daring incendiary, 
under colour of reconciling the two contending parties, 
deceived the citizens, under hand calling in the Idu- 
mæans to aſſiſt the Zealots, alleaging that Ananus's 
deſign was to deliver up the city to the Romans. 
Accordingly they appeared before Jeruſalem to the 
number of twenty thouſand ; but the citizens, poſted 
at the gates, oppoſed their entrance. Not long after, 
in the night time, happened a moſt dreadful tempeſt of 
thunder, lightning, wind, and ram, accompanied with 
ſhocks of an earthquake. The Zealots, availing them- 
ſelves of the darkneſs and confuſion, ſurprized the 
guard, and let in the Idumæans. Then followed a 
moſt deplorable carnage of the citizens; for there was. 
no room. for flight, being on all ſides hemmed in by 
their enemies. The outer part of the temple ran over 
with 
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with blood ; for, next morning, the number of ſlain 
ewas found to amount to eight thouſand five hundred. 
Then, ruſhing! into the city, they continued the ſlaugh- 
ter among the citizens; and, ſo far from ſparing Ana- 
nus and the Prieſts, ſtripped their bodies, and left them 
expoſed to the dogs; that above twelve thouſand more 
tell by the ſword in the ſtreets and houſes, They killed 
whom they pleaſed, and trampled on Jaw and juſtice , 
for, having brought an indictment againſt one Zacha- 
rias, With a view of getting his ſubRance into their 
hands, and he being acquitted, they immediately diſ- 
patched him, and the Judges narrowly eſcaped their 
rage. Such was the condition of the city, even before 
the Roman army ſat down before it. 

Pilgrim. Such horrible doings are 3 to make 
one's hair ſtand on end. Well might the tender- 
hearted Jeſus weep, when, in the Spirit, he foreſaw all 
theſe calamities. 

Cleophas. You may well ſay ſo, Son; and there was, 
b-fides, this misfortune, that it was next to an impoſ- 
fioility to eſcape theſe ruffians; as, on any ſudden ſuſ- 
picion of a deſign, for ſelf-preſervation? s fake, of going 
ever to the Romans, they made no difficulty of mur- 
dering the party as a traitor, and it was alſo. death 


to offer * throw any earth on {uch bodies; which, be- 


fides the noxiouſneſs and fiith, was ſuch a ſhocking 
ſpectacle, 3 the living accounted themſelves more 


wretched than the dead which lay at their feet, as they 


{aw their preſent diſtreſſes muſt end either in a loath- 
{ome priſon or a harſh ſlavery. During theſe com- 
buſtions, John Gifcala, whoſe ambition was ſeconded 
by great fineſſe, but infamous for a tyrannic diſpoſition, 
tormed Peg: to have the chief government of the 
city lodged in him; but Eleazar, a man of greater 
intereſt, and much more e cing ſupported by 
ſome of the nobles and part of th 2 Zealots, defeated 
his intrigues, This conteſt again ſet the city in a 

flame; 
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flame; and both ſides, as it were, ſtrove who ſhould 


exceed in rapine and murder. | 
Pilgrim. Well, but the Romans; I ſuppoſe they 


were not inactive all this time. 


Cleophas. They were on their march to Jeruſalem, 


and had eaſily poſſeſſed themſelves of the pleaſant and 


beautiful city of Jericho, it having been abandoned by 


moſt of the people, who ſought ſafery among the hills 


and in caverns ; as they, who had ſtaid in the place, were 


put to the ſword. Fifteen thouſand Jews alſo fell in 


one battle, beſides two thouſand priſoners, and great 
numbers who threw themſelves into the river Jordan 
and the lake of Aſphaltus ; that both the land and the 
waters were covered with dead bodies. Afterwards 
they took many other places, as Abyla, Julias, and 
Beſemoth ; alſo, on the ſide of Jordan, they became 
maſters of Lydda, Jamnia, Amaunta, and all the 
country adjacent; and now Veſpaſian, being come near 
Jeruſalem, erected barriers, forts, and ſtrong-holds, 
in order to ſecure all the approaches towards the city; 
and laid waſte every thing round the walls, that the 
inhabitants had no reſource left : Without, the Romans 
aſſaulted them; within, they were harraſſed by the 
Zealots. 1 * 
Pilgrim. But could not the revolters, even then, 
ſee that their end was at hand, and that prudence re- 
quired them voluntarily to ſurrender, without farther 
provoking the Romans by reſiſtance? 1 
Cleopbas. They were too much blinded for any ſuch 
thing; it alſo looked as if God, by a righteous judg- 
ment, permitted that blindneſs ro reſt on them, as 
haſtening their puniſhment, 
Pilgrim. I thought that their diſtreſs was increaſed, 
by the city's being inveſted on all ſides by the Roman 
army. | | 3 
= FO Undoubtedly ; but they made ſuch ſlow work 


of it, that it ſeemed as if the city was to be longer a 


prey to the moſt dire calamities, before it ſnould come 
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do an end. Oh, how happy had it been, if the Ro- 
mans, at once, had fallen on them, even ſticking the 
children on ſpears, violating the women, and laying 


every thing in aſhes, as was the fate of ſome towns; 


then all would have been over at firſt; but even ſuch 
good fortune was not reſerved for them: Like as a pa- 
tient, in whom there at times appears hopes of a cure, 
is ſometimes revived by paregoric medicines, yet un- 


40 Italy, ſome violent diſturbances having ariſen at 
Rome. The Emperor Nero ended his infamous life in 
the fourteenth year of his reign; Galba had ſeized on 
the Throne, but was diſpoſſeſſed by Otho, who, being 
5 defeated 


/ 
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dfrated hy Witellius, Killed biss tn proven tires 
conteſts. Viteilius ſhewing himſelf unworthy of the 
Empire, Veſpaſian then thought it his duty to haſten 
home and reſtore tranquillity to his diſtracted country; 
and having dethroned Vitellius, was with univerſal 
applauſe proclaimed Emperor of Rome. Thus Jeru- 
ſalem had a ſhort breathing time, but, as I ſaid, it was 
only for the increaſing of its tortures, which now 
became greater than before. 

Pilgrim. Is it poſſible! 

Cleophas. Alas,” it was as if God would: — this 
murderous and. impious city, without any mercy : For 
one Simon the ſon of Gioras, a robber of great power, 
who now had, as we have obſerved, kept himſelf a 
long time in the {mall town of Mefſada, impatient that 
the ſupreme command ſhould be in another's hands, 
committed hoſtilities againſt the Zealots, who, ſallying 


out againſt. him, were totally routed and fled precipi- 


tately into Jeruſalem. Then, marching into Idumæa 
with twenty thouſand men, he over-ran the whole 
country, and took the town of Hebron, in which were 
great quantities of ſtores and proviſions. This ſucceſs 
greatly increaſed his numbers, who, by his command, 
every where marked their way with pillage and bloodſhed, 
laying:towns in aſhes, deſolating the country to ſuch 
a degree, that the fields were no longer diſcernible from 
the roads. Fhe Zealots, making another effort to 
check his career, took Simon's wife priſoner, whom 
they brought into the city with triumphant acclama- 
tions, conceiving he now was to be brought to any 
terms; but, appearing before the walls, he ſtormed arid 


"raged like a wounded wild beaſt, killing all who 


came in his way. Of thoſe poor people who ſupported 

themſelves by bringing into the city wood, garden ſtuff, 
and other neceſſaries, he cut. off the hands, and than 
drove them into the city; he threatened to break down 
che walls, and: put every ſoul in it, young and old, to 

_— * On :this, though exceeding! y-exaſperated, 
X 2 they 
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they thought it adviſeable to reſtore his wife. All the 
country people within Jeruſalem fled from it. He laid 
cloſe ſiege to the city; and the country labourers 
he ſurprized going into Jeruſalem, ſo that he was more 
dreaded than the very Romans: But the Zealots within 
the city exceeded the abominations of either; for beſides 
ranſacking houſes, violating women, and many other 
acts of licentiouſneſs, dreſſing themſelves in women's 
cloaths, with the richeſt ornaments, they furiouſly ran 
about the ſtreets, ſtabbing all they met with poignards 
concealed under their finery, that the townſmen, rather 
than bear with theſe wanton cruelties, let in Simon, 
and made him their Chief. He inſtantly began with 
aſſaulting the Zealots in the Temple, thinking to carry 


all before him, but met with ſuch a deſperate reſiſtance, 


that he was obliged to deſiſt. In the mean time 
Eleazar, with his adherents, occupied the higher and 
innermoſt part of the Temple, from whence he aſſault- 
ed John, as Simon did from below, that John had 
two enemies to deal with. By the daily frays of theſe 
three factions, which fought only from a mad ambition 
of who ſhould be uppermoſt, the whole city became 
involved in blood and miſery ; they burned each other's 
grainaries, deſtroyed all proviſions they could lay their 
hands on, killed not only their enemies but quiet citi- 
zens, who, diſliking the proceedings of all the three 
factions, kept themſelves neuter. They ſpared not the 
Prieſts, and the bodies of the ſlain they left unburied 
in the ſtreets; nay, if a relation was ſeen lamenting 
over them, he or ſhe was ſoon filenced with a ſpear, or 
ſcourged out of the city; ſo that it was every where as a 
ſanghter-houſe, and a fink of all impiety and wicked- 
neſs. 

Pilgrim. Unparallclet horrors ! But ſtill J hear 
nothing of the Romans, who were to lay liege to the 
city as enemies to all parties. | 
Cleophas. Well, then, to return to the Romans. 
Veſpalian, as we ſaid, having ſettled things in * 
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and being proclaimed Emperor, ſent his ſon Titus to 
reduce the remainder of the country, together with 
Jeruſalem. The young Prince accordingly collecting 
a large army of ſeveral nations, came within thirty 
ſtades of the city; and having, with a guard of only 


fix hundred horſemen, exactly ſurveyed every ſide of 


it, he pitched his camp, and drew a line which inveſted 
the city. Now the ſanguinary animoſity of the three 
factions was turned to conſternation, The ſight of the 
Mount of Olives covered with tents and glittering ar- 
mour, and of the ſilver cagles, the enſigns of the Ro- 
mans, filenced all tumults in the city. Nothing but 
terror was to be ſeen ; ſome trembling at the danger; 
others wiſhing for death, as a deliverance from the ap- 
proaching horrors ; others wringing their hands, and 


lamenting their being cut off from returning to their 


friends who had remained in other parts; for it was 


then about the feaſt of Paſſover, when people from 


various countries, to the number of twelve hundred 
thouſand, had reſorted to Jeruſalem. Imagine, then, 
what a turmoil muſt have been there! Without, they 
ſaw all flight intercepted by Roman forces, whoſe 
broad ſhields heightened the terror of their appearance 
within, the firſt frights being now over, the three ty- 
rants renewed all their abominations, wantonly maſſa- 
creing the ſtrangers who had come to worſhip at the 
great feſtival. Some of the more aged might remem- 


ber how, at the Paſſover, they had mocked Jeſus, 


without in the leaſt relenting at his ſufferings ;z. then 
would his words naturally occur to them, when, bend- 
ing under the croſs, he faid to the inſulting multitude, 
If theſe things are done to the green tree, what ſhall 


be done to the dry.“ Could they have hid themſelves 


under mountains, I dare ſay they would have run into 
them; but their deſtiny was to ſee their deſtruction 
gradually approach, Jeruſalem, as Jeſus had foretold, 
being encompaſſed with an army. Ks: 
lh A 4 Pilgrim, 
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Pilgrim. Theſe are remarkable things, indeed. Bur 


in ſuch a dangerous ſituation, and the heads of the 


three factions committing inſupportable outrages, did 


ne body think of delivering N the city to che 
Romans'! P! 
 Cleophas, Far from it, They were poſſeſſed with: a 


notion that they defended the: ſanctuary of God, and 


GH this account affected to be called: Zealots, in imita- 
tion of thoſe who had joined their forefather, Judas 
Maccabeus, and who had ſtood up in defence of the 

Temple. Accordingly, to anſwer their appellation, they 


made ſeveral ſallies rather with the impetuoſity of 


madmen than the regularity of ſoldiers, and drove 
the Romans from ſome of their works; yet, in the 
end, they were always forced to fly in confuſion, and, 
after great loſs, ſeek ſafety within dwin own walls. 
In theſe encounters with the Romans, the three fac- 
tions acted in concert; but on any appearance of quiet 
without, they renewed their inteſtine broils, and arrows 
and ſtones flew like hail, beſides very bloody cloſe 


engagements; and theſe animoſities continued till 


forme attempt of the common enemy called for their 
attention; eſpecially when the Romans had made the 


approaches, a and plied their battering engines againſt 


the walls, every ſhock canſed univerſal conſternation : 

The ſtouteft hearts trembled. In this dangerous junc- 
ture Simon abſtained from all hoſtilities within, John 
propaſed to come to terms, and Eleazar cloſed with 
the two other chieis, that thus they might more effec- 
tually oppoſe the Romans. Many were the ſallies, ſkir- 
miſhes, and actions. Sometimes they amuſed the Ro- 
mans with defires of a peace, pretending they would 
open their gates; but when they had thus drawn 
them under the walls, they diſcharged ſhowers of 
ſtones and arrows at them. By fach artifices they in- 
deed killed no ſmall number; but, at the fame time, 


manifeſted by what fpirit they were influenced, and 
what their boaſted zeal was, which ſought reſource in 


perfidi- 


e 
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perfidiouſneſs, nd could commit ſuch enormities, that 
the very Pagans deſpiſed them for their breach of faith 
and flagrant immoralities, whilſt they yere filled with 
contempt of all other nations. 

Pilgrim. Wretched blindneſs of man, which, hin- 
dring him from ſeeing his own corruptions, {wells him 
with conceit ! However, omitting tl is, let us paſs on 
to the JeQueL...- - -. : 

Cleophas. On the fifteenth day of the ſiege, which 


was the ſeventh of May, Titus, after an affault in 


which great numbers fell on both ſides, carried the 
firſt wall; and the city being environed with three, 
two ſtill remained to try the valour and perſeverance 
of his ſoldiers. In the mean time both Jews and Ro- 


mans were under arms night and day, keeping them- 


ſelves in readineſs againſt any ſurprize; but, on the 
fifth day, the Romans alſo took the ſecond Wall; and, 


though the Jews recovered it, at length it remained i in 


the hands of the enemy. It is terrible to think of the 


carnage on this occaſion. After theſe ſucceſſes Titus 
uſedhis endeayours to induce the beſieged to a peace; 


and in the view of them all, the remaining wall, the 
towers and roofs of houſes and other edifices being co- 


vered with people. he drew up his army, which made a 
ſplendid appearance; and after ſome military rejoicings, 


each man, as they filed off, had a donation of money 
and proviſions, whilſt in the city there was nothing but 
want, famine, diſtreſs, and mourning, Yet, amidſt theſe 
afflictive circumſtances, which were every day growing 


on them, their pride would not permit them to ſurren- 


der. Titus, however, hoped, that the increaſe of their 


miſeries 1 in the continuance of the ſiege would lay them 


under a neceſſity of ſubmitting, and, being a Prince of 
excellent qualities, he deputed Joſephus to ) reaſon with 
them; but all his capacity and elocution could effect 


| nothing. In the mean time, he did not omit ereQting 
redoubts, and preparing engines for ſtorming the third 
wall; and even herein one of his views was, that the 
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Jews, ſeeing their laſt defence threatened, might be 


deterred from perſiſting in their obſtinacy. But all his 


clemency was loſt on them. No extremity of diſtreſs 
could prevail on them to come into his mild propoſals. 
Pilgrim. And certainly, among ſuch a multitude of 
people, without any ſupply of proviſions, the diſtreſs 
muſt have been extreme. 
Cleopbas. Oh, it was a diſmal fight, indeed! All 
the corn was edel. The revolters ran, like de- 
moniacs, up and down the city, rummaging houſes in 
ſearch of proviſions, and unmercifully beat the ma- 
ſters of ſuch where they found any concealed. If any 
one had a healthy complexion, with ſome fleſh on his 
body, he was ſuſpected of ſuch concealment, and 
treated accordingly. The pining, the ſick, and ema- 
ciated, they ſpared, as naturally drawing nearer their 
end. Several perſons of fortune were known to give 


their whole ſubſtance for a meaſure of corn ; the indi- 


gent lay expiring in heaps; and what any one had, he 
could not call his own ; for houſes were broke open, 
and pieces of fleſh or bread wrenched, half- eaten, out 


of the eater's mouth. Women, with any bread about 


them, were inſtantly killed; and even children, after 
taking from them what little bits they had, were 
daſhed againſt the ſtones. Boys and girls were ſpitted 


with a heated ſpit, or impaled, or otherwiſe moſt inhu- 


manly tortured, to draw from them an information 
of any proviſions concealed. All the ties of blood, 
affinity, and friendſhip were broken aſunder by the 
ſeverity of famine. If children had found any thing 
eatable, their mothers ſnatched it from them. Siſters 
and brothers practiſed the like unnatural rapacity. 
Every one was afraid of being obſerved to eat any 
thing ; they ſought ſome b; ye-place where, whatever it 
was, they devoured it raw. And, oh! how ghaſtly, 
how frightful the appearance of che living, with fallen 
cheeks, gnaſhing teeth, contracted lips, hollow eyes, 


ſhrivelled legs, tottering under exhauſted bodies! Not 


a few 
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a few ſunk down in the ſtreets, and there miſerably ex- 

ired. Dead women lay ſcattered on the flat roofs of 
the houſes, claſping their lifeleſs children, The 
ſtreets were covered with the miſerable corpſes of the 
aged. The young began to bloat, and walked as ſha- 
dows or figures of death; and, to complete the horror, 
there was no burying the corpſes. Such was the condi- 
tion of the city when Titus offered them ſuch mode- 
rate terms; and any, attempting to go over to the 
Romans, were ſure to be immediately killed by the 
factions of John or Simon. 

Pilgrim. Dreadful condition! 

Cleopbas. Some, I may ſay no ſmall number, ven- 
turing out of the city to pick herbs or procure ſuſte- 
nance of any kind, ſeldom eſcaped being ſeized by the 
Romans, who fixed them on croſſes facing the city 


wall. At this, the revolters conducted to the battle- 


ments the relations of the perſons thus expoſed. 
There one ſaw his father, his brother, or his ſon- in- 
law, expiring amidſt the tortures of a puniſhment, 
which of all others the Jews moſt execrated. How 


dearly were retaliated on them the ſorrows which rent 


the hearts of Chriſt's friends and diſciples, on ſeeing 
the agonies of their dying Lord and Maſter, whom 
this wretched people then inſulted with impious rejoi- 
cings ! Now, according to their raſh imprecation be- 
fore heſitating Pilate, his blood was on their children. 
Pilgrim. Wonderful is the juſtice of God! Yer 
ſuch calamities might really melt a heart of ſtone. 
And did Titus ſhow no manner of concern at them ? 
Cleophas. He felt moſt tenderly for theſe his ſtub- 


born enemies. The before-mentioned apparent act of 


cruelty was only making repriſals, the frequency of 
which he hoped would humble their ſpirits; and the 
pains of thoſe, thus executed, were ſhortened or abated, 
Titus, however, ſeeing that they were not to be 


 - wrought on by lenient means, threw up a line of cir- 
cumvallation cloſe to the city, that there was no com- 


ing 
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ing out to look for aliment; and, by the incredible 
diſpatch of his ſoldiery, he ſaw it finiſhed in three days; 
thus fulfilling the words of Jeſus, That the enemy 
ſhould caſt an intrenchment round the city, and di- 
ſtreſs it on all ſides.” Thus the famine inci reaſing, 
and the ſtreets being more and more ſtrewed with 
dead corpſes, ſome with their own hands gave them- 
ſelves the death they had wiſhed for, and ſome re- 
queſted others to releaſe them from a life of inſupport- 
able wretchedneſs; but the Zealots, particularly, 
mocked their miſery, and left them to linger away the 
ſhort remainder of the term, in the depth of anguiſh, 
Though corpſes lay ſo thick in the ſtreet, the beſieged 
had for ſome time thrown them over the walls in 
ſuch numbers, as filled the ditches, to breed a peſti- 
lence in the Roman army. From the commencement 
of the ſiege, that is, from the fourteenth of April to 
the firſt of July, out of only one gate were carried a 
hundred and fifteen thouſand eight hundred and eighty 
corpſes, excluſive of thoſe thrown over the walls, of 
which every day ſaw a great number, that the troops 
on both ſides, in their motions, trampled over dead 
bodies: A ſhocking circumſtance to thoſe, Who were 
not quite diveſted of humanity 

Pilgrim. T had imagined, the former diſtreſſes of 
Jeruſalem were not to be exceeded; but theſe are hor- 
rible things, indeed. | 

Cleophas. Yes; never in the whole world had ſuch 
calamities been heard of. Yet was it only a juſt pu- 
niſnment; as in Jeruſalem had been committed the 
ſin, of all others ever committed the moſt atrocious 
and deteſtable. But to draw on towards a concluſion: 
Titus fer about building a very ſtrong and large tower 
for ſtorming the third wall; the other two he had 
cauſed to be demoliſhed and razed, as the ruins till 
ſhew. For this work a great number of trees were 
felled; the fineſt olive, fig, apple, and other fruit 


trees; for, Son, the country round about Jeruſalem 
was 
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was a perfect Paradiſe, with valleys of the moſt fightly 
trees, ſpacious gardens, where the great men and 
wealthy citizens uſed to take the air: But all thoſe de- 


lightful places are now laid waſte. Alas, how periſh- 


ale grp pen things! When we leaſt think of it, they 
come to an end! Little did King Agrippa imagine, 
that the heaps of beautiful, coſtly woods, which he 
procured for enlarging the temple, were to ſerve John 
the revolter to build-towers and make works; and as 
little did the planters of theſe alleys, gardens, and 
groves, apprehend that ever they ſhould furniſh Titus 


with materials for ſtorming the city. All the prepara- 


tions being finiſhed, the aſſault was begun with all 
the vigour r human nature is capable of, and the Jews 


fought like thoſe, whoſe all is at ſtake; particularly from 


the caſtle of Antonia, hurling javelins, ſpears, ſtones, 
fire, pieces of iron, and any thing that could annoy the 
enemy: But the Romans, covered by their ſhields, 
having undermined the wall, battered it down with one 
of their engines, called a ram. Their exultation at this 


ſucceſs was not a little abated, at finding; another wall 
raiſed within; but the paſſionate exhortations of their 


beloved Prince revived all their noble ardour, the Ge- 


nerals emulouſly animating the ſoldiery by their exam- 


ple, and many fell in the proſecution of the attack on 
the new wall: Yet the Jews kept poſſeſſion of it. But 
two days after, twenty ſoldiers, having found means 


to climb over the wall, ſtabbed the guards, took the 


caſtle of Antonia, purſued the Jews into the Temple, 


which now rang with the ſound of trumpets, mingled 


with groans and ſhouts ; but after a ſharp diſpute, the 
Romans were obliged to reſt fatisfied with haying 
made themſelves maſters of Antonia caſtle. 

Pilgrim. This itſelf ſeems to have: been no inconſi- 
derable advantage. 

Cleophas. Soon after, a Roman Commander having, 
with great loſs, miſcarried in an attack on the Jews, 
Titus again made them offers of peace by the media- 

tion 
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tion of ſome Prieſts; but theſe being rejected with 
many contumelious circumſtances, Titus ordered the 
Temple to be ſtormed in the night. Here again enſued 
a terrible ſlaughter; eſpecially of the Jews, who, de- 
ceived by the obſcurity, flew each other in great num- 
bers; and afterwards, having with the moſt obſtinate 
bravery ſuſtained ſeveral aſſaults, they ſer fire to the 
out-works of the Temple, and thus themſelves had 
the firſt hand in deſtroying the Temple by fire; and, 
farther, by way of ſtratagem, they filled a certain part 
of the Temple with dried wood, ſulphur, pitch, and 
other combuſtibles, then, feigning a flight, drew the 
Romans into a dreadful ſnare: For, ſetting fire to thoſe 
materials, their enemy became ſuddenly ſurrounded 
with flames, in which ſome periſhed, others killed 
themſelves by leaping down, and others had recourſe to 
their ſwords, as the more eligible death. This was a 
dreadful reverſe to the Romans; yet far worſe the 
condition of the Jews, as now, not only the common 
people, but the inſurgents of all ranks were driven to 
ſuch want, that they ate thongs, ſtraps, ſhoes, any lea- 
ther they could come at, even that of their ſhields , 
they bought even rotten hay at a penny an ounce; and 
now natural affection was ſo far extinguiſhed that 
mothers were detected in boiling their own | infants, and 


; eating them. 
Pilgrim. Unheard of inhumanity |! Can ſuch a thing 


be? 
Cleophas. There was more than one inſtance of ſuch 
barbarity; one of the moſt remarkable was a wo- 
man of quality, named Mary, who was ſurprized, eat- 
ing one half of her child, which ſhe had boiled, and 
the other half ſhe ſhewed to thoſe whom the ſmell had 

rawn to the place. As ſuch a horrid action ſoon 
ſpread over the city, it was filled with weeping, wailing, 
and all the moſt paſſionate tranſports of grief and exe- 
cration. Nothing was heard but imprecations againſt 


the Romans, and wiſhing for immediate death. *It is 
even 
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even ſaid that Titus, on hearing of theſe unnatural 
murders, cried out, extremely affected, The ſun ſhall 


no longer ſhine on a place, where the obſtinacy of the 


men forces the women to ſuch nefandous crimes.” 
But they had crucified the Lord of Glory; they had 
rejected the offers of ſalvation ;' they had perſecuted, 


with every kind of torture and diſtreſs, the meſſengers 


of God; they had lighted the days of grace: And 
now were come on them thoſe days, when the cry was, 
c Bleſſed are the barren, and the wombs which never 
brought forth, and the breaſts which never gave ſuck.” 
Jam really tired of enumerating the diſtreſſes and enor- 
mities of this wretched city. They incline me rather 
to weep than talk. | . 
Pilgrim. I believe ſo, Father; yet I could deſire to 


hear the cataſtrophe of this ſtiffnecked people, and the 


deſtruction of a city, the ruins of which are ſo very 
beautiful and ſtately : Therefore favour me with ſome 
general account. Minute particulars we will omit, in 


regard to your age. 


Cleopbas. Titus, ſeeing that the revolters were not 
to be driven out of the upper Temple, though very de- 


ſirous of ſaving both the people and Temple, found 
himſelf under a neceſſity of ſetting fire to the gates of 


the outer Temple. This, indeed, alarmed the Jews; yet 
the Prince, ſtill inclined to fave that ſumptuous edifice, 
gave orders for extinguiſhing the fire; and prepared to 
reduce the beſieged by aſſault. Thus the humane 
Titus, (God's decree concerning Jeruſalem being un- 
known to him, ) tried every way to ſave the Temple 


and city from farther deſtruction. But the iſſue proved 


otherwiſe; for a ſoldier being lifted up by ſome of his 
comrades, threw in a firebrand at the golden window, 
whilſt another had previouſly conveyed fire under the 
threſhold, that the flame began to blaze on all ſides. 
Then followed diſmal outcries from thoſe within ; ſeeing 


the Romans putting all to fire and ſword, and ruſhin 


on towards them with menacing looks. The Emperor, 
5 who 
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who was without, ſeeing the flame, called out to ex- 
tinguiſh it, ſent away his guards to haſten the execution 
of his orders, drew near himſelf, urged and threatened; 
but it availed nothing; he was either not heard or not 
regarded. Oh! this was a dreadful day; the blood ran 
down the ſteps, and dead bodies were huckd down to im- 
pede the beſiegers. Such were the ſhouts and outcries, 


the vociferations of deſpair and triumph joined to the 
claſh of arms, that the neighbouring mountains were 


ſhaken; and when the Emperor had given over his 
fruitleſs exclamations, every one threw fire into the 
Temple with as much eagerneſs as if ordered. Here 
melted gold was ſeen to ſtream down; there beams, 
looſened from their mortiſes, were Falling. Yonder 
vaſt ſtones, all covered with ſmoke, came tumbling 
down. Theſe were foon followed by the ſinking in of 
a great part of the roof, which, with a noiſe dreadful 
as its effect, deſtroyed the altar, ſo often imbued with 
the innocent blood of the ſaints. No heart can eon- 


ceive the univerſal phrenzy of the Jews of all ſects and. 


factions, at ſeeing their ſanttuary thus cruſhed toa heap 
of undiſtinguiſhed rubbiſh. Their wild lamentations 
animated the Romans, Who how ſlew all they found, 

old and young, guilty or innocent, man, woman, Anl. 
child. Some threw themſelves into ther ffre. At tlie 
altar, a body of 'Priefts, intrepid through u rage, made a 
ſtand with ſpits, leaden ſtools, and other vrefifils. 
Others, to the number of above: thouſand, retired 
into the forepart behind a wall, here they were all 
burned or craffied; every ching ſueceſſtvely gave way, 
the golden covering ſunk down, and thetſide walls fell; 

the ſmoaking beams warped, till Wich a roaring crath 
1 burſt from their poſitions. Thus at onee fell the 


lory of Ifrael, the Temple being burned on the rtenth 


of Auguſt, the very ſame day ir underwent the Yke fate 
from Nebuchadnezar, 680 yeurs before; 130 Years 
after the building of the firſt Temple by Solomon, 

and — SY of the ſecond b 


Zorobabel. 
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in lanes the paſſage was I up with dead bodies, 
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Zorobabel. What miſerable times! You will own 


that I have related to you many memorable things, 
and which call both for our grief and admiration ; for 


in all, God's righteouſneſs is diſplayed, as we obſerved 


in tie courſe of the relation. 


Pilgrim. It was, indeed, a juſt vengeance, and not 


to be diſpenſed with; for they ſeemed as if driven, 
againſt all manner of reaſon, to perſiſt in wickedneſs, 
to the very extremity of guilt and impiety. 


Cleophas. That may well be ſaid, for among them 


were falſe Prophets, who, by vain promiſes, diverted 
them from an accommodation with the Romans, and 


buoyed them up to the very laſt. 
Pilgrim. A ſtrange blindneſs, not to ſee into their 


deceptions after ſuch frequent experience ! But now 
for the cataſtrophe of the city. 


Cleophas. After the conflagration of the Temple, the 


remainder of the Jews, together with the inſurgents, 
intrenched themſelves in one quarter of the city, and 
refuſing to ſubmit to Titus's clemency, the Romans 
renewed their aſſault with firebrands and combuſtibles. 


Thus the caſtle of Acra, the council-houſe, the ſtately 
ſtructure of Ophla, Helena's palace, with three or four 


more public edifices, were ſet on fire; that the flames 


ſoon ſpread, and whole ftreets were in a blaze. All 


ſorts of rich furniture were ſeen intermingled with the 


rubbiſh : The ſealed parchments, the firong boxes, 
once the capital joy and ſolace of the proprietors, were 
now deftroyed. The revolters were ſtill poſſeſſed of 
the upper part of the city; and that, Son, ſtood on 
this very hill where we now are. Some were for for- 
rendering, which Simon Gioras being adviſed of, 
maſſacred many of thoſe who were ſo diſpoſed, as 
traitors to their country. At length the Romans be- 
came maſters of rhe whole city, and ſcouring it in de- 
tached parties, murdered every Jew on whom they 
could lay their hands, without any diſtinction, that 


and 
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and this ſlaughtering owed its end only to the Romans 
being tired of killing; then they proceeded to bind 
thoſe whom the ſword had ſpared, and ſecured them 


in cluſe confinement. Now thoſe houſes, which once 


had ſhone with filver and gold, and fplendid furni- 


ture, exhibited only ghaſtly fetid, corpſes; they who 


had refuſed burial to the holy martyrs, lay unbu- 
ried and trampled on by the inſulting ſoldiery; they, 
who had forbid the ſupplying neceſſaries to the Diſci- 
ples of Chriſt, now died miſerably of hunger and thirſt ; 
they, who had thrown James the Leſs from the pin- 
nacle of the Temple, themſelves frantic with fear and 
rage, leaped down into the flames of the blazing 
Tem ple; they, who had perſecuted the holy Jeſus to death, 
and had brought an indictment againſt Paul before 
the Romans, now met with their fate from the ſwords 
of the Romans; and laſtly, that city, which had been a 
ſlaughter- houſe to the Prophets and Apoſtles of God, 
now was the ſlaughter-houſe of its own citizens. 
Pilgrim. It is, indeed, remarkable; and, Father, I 
can aſſure you, that your narrative has not been loſt on 
me. But in the exciſion of ſuch an opulent city, I 
ſuppoſe the ſoldiery loaded themſelves with booty. 
Clecphas. That they were very eager after, rummaging 
and tearing down every thing where there was a pro- 
bability of finding treaſure. Beſides torturing people 
for a diſcovery, and ripping up their bellies to come at 
any gold which had been ſwallowed, their avidity left 
not the moſt filthy places, the graves, and even putrifying 
corpſes unſearched, and thus came at conſiderable ſums; 
but the plunder of the Temple was beyond valuation. 
In their buſy ſearches they found ſeveral of the leading 
Sicarit concealed, and, among the reſt, John Giſcala 
himſelf, who, with his alſociates, was periſhing with 
ſtench and famine. Simon Gioras hid himſelf under 
ground, with a view, when the confuſion was over, 
of creeping out and making his eſcape. But the juſtice 


of God deteated his ſcheme; for hunger ſoon obliged 
: bim 
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him to quit his lurking place: And now, being in great 
perplexity, he ſtruck out a device for affrighting the 
Romans. He put on a large white robe, with a 
urple mantle, and a ring on his finger, and thus he 
ſtalked forth; at firſt it anſwered very well, and frighten- 
ed many; but, on a nearer approach, he was diſcovered, 
and carried in his diſguiſe to the Emperor, who Kept 
him and his accomplices to grace his triumph. 
Pilgrim. Thus, I perceive, wickedneſs ever meets 
with its match. No counſel or ſtratagem is of any avail 
againſt the Lord. But what followed before Titus left 


the city? 


Cleophas. Hecauſedi it to be totally deſtroyed, aud razed 
all the remains of the walls. Gates, towers, palaces, walls 
of the Temple, and other edifices were pulled down, 
that for weeks together the whole city was involved in 
a cloud of duſt. Even the very Romans wondered at 
the ſtrength. and firmneſs of the buildings; for in many 
places their pickaxes and all their other inſtruments 
could ſcarce make any impreſſion. The demolition, 


however, was not diſcontinued till they had levelled all 


the ſtreets like a field, and here and there thrown the 


ſtones in heaps, now ever- run wick nettles, which at firſt 


you ſo much wondered at. Fhus, as Jeſus had fore- 
told, when we were with him on the Mount of Olives, 
not one ſtone of che Temple was left on another. Three 
towers, namely, Mariamne, Phaſelus, and Hippicus, 
were by Titus's orders preſervbd, as monuments what 
a ſtrong, city had been reduced by the Roman arms; 


and you ſtill fee how lofty and grand they a par, 


though now only a haunt of crows, &wls, and batts. 
Thus, Son, you ſee this deſolated city, which, from 
the time of Melchiſedec, its. firſt founder, had: ſtood 
above two thouſand. years; and ſince its deſtruction 
it is now thirty. ſeven · years, for I was then eighty three 
years of age; and I am now very near a hundred and 


twenty; that I haveſeen- it in its proſperity, declenſion, 


and ruins, I have, with mine en ears, heard its ex- 
FOO * ciſion 


may be reaped from ſuch knowledge? 
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ciſion foretold, and, with my eyes, have ſeen the diſ- 
mal accompliſhment of that prediction, which T 


have related to you at large. Likewiſe I have commu- 


nicated to you what I heard from my parents, or have 


read in the facred books, that you might have a com- 


lete connected account: And now 1 think I have 
fully diſcharged the duty of civility to you, with re- 


gard to your queſtion which you aſked me, with no 


little amazement, when, walking about the city, nothing 


met your eye, but heaps of ſtones, moſſy ruins. 


broken pillars, graſſy ſtreets, burned walls, towers? 
and I would hope you alſo are entirely ſatisfied. = 
Pilgrim. Oh, Father, great is my obligation to you 


for all your informations. 1 now perceive, that 1 


needed not to have wondered ſo much: at theſe heaps 
of ſtones overgrown with nettles, at theſe ruined edi- 


fices, nor at any thing elſe which I ſee here. I wiſh 


my memory may faithfully retain what you have been 
at ſo much pains in relating to me, and every thing jn 
its order and ſucceſſion of time; at leaſt the ſubſtance, 
I hope, I ſhall never forget. But, however amply you 
have anſwered my firſt queſtion, and thus removed 
my amazement at theſe ruins, yet I find in myſelf a 
great curioſity of knowing what farther befel the Jews 
during the courſe of the thirty ſeven ſubſequent years. 

Cleophas. You ſhould allow me ſome reſt. My heart 
is perfectly pierced at rehearſing the calamities of my 
countrymen : And would you add to my anguiſh; by 


urging me to a farther recollection of this e 8 


fabject?'- * . 

| Pilgrim Father, 1 ſyrapathiſe with you moſt hear- 
tily. You never have ſhed any tears, but mine have 
ſtood in my eyes; and the emotions I obferved in you, 


have frequently affected me in a very ſtrong manner. 
Yet, methinks, I ſhould not part from you thoroughly 


fatished, without being made acquainted with what 
followed. Who knows what improvement. and benefit 


* 


C Jeophas, 
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Cleopbas. Benefit being what you have in view, I 
will re- aſſume the thread of my ſtory. The remainder 
of the inhabitants of Jeruſalem, to the number of 


ninety ſeven thouſand, Titus carried away priſoners. 
Imagine the wild melancholy looks; ſome miſſing 


their fathers, ſome their mothers, ſome their wives, 
ſome their children, ſome their brothers ; their city 
and country deſolated; and themſelves dragged bound, 
between fierce lions, whoſe rage their obſtinacy had 
kindled, and expecting nothing but death or ſlavery, 
which, indeed, proved their fate ; ſome, in the public 
ſhews of the Romans, being thrown to wild beaſts ; - 


ſome compelled to fight body for body, till one was 


killed ; ſome were to run through fire, till the flames 
diſabled them; ſome put to other ignominious and 
cruel deaths. The handſome youths and girls were 


reſerved for the triumph, whilſt the others were ſold 


as ſlaves, and ſo cheap, that one ſmall ſilver piece pur- 
chaſed thirty Jews: A juſt puniſhment for having, 
with thirty ſuch filver pieces, bought Jeſus, whoſe 
worth was above all worlds! In every town the Jews 
were hated, inſulted, and ſometimes openly killed. 
The Roman commanders, whom Titus left in Judza, 
reduced the whole country, and made themſelves 
maſters of the fenced cities, as Macherunte, where 
John the Baptiſt was beheaded. The innocent blood 
of that —— of Chriſt ſeemed now to cry for 


vengeance; above three thouſand Jews being there 


put to the ſword in a wood, in endeavouring to eſcape. 


But at Meſſada it was till worſe: For being, with 


their chief, Eleazar, reduced to the laſt extremity, 
they, at his inſtigation, firſt murdered their wives and 
children, who ſtood before them trembling and crying, 
then fell on one another, at the ſame time ſetting fire 
to the town; that all the Romans found in this 
wretched place was a heap of aſhes and rubbiſh cover- 


ing ſanious carcaſes, except a woman and five chil- 


dren, who had ſecreted themſelves. Thus was the 
Y 2 | whole 
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whole country ſubdued and brought under the Roman 
dominion. Simon the ſon of Gioras, John, together 
with ſeveral of their moſt active partiſans, were carried 
to Rome, and expoſed to the hootings of the people at 


Titus's triumph. Simon, after being dragged through 


the Forum, or market place at Rome, was baſtinadoed 


and executed. Thus ended the glory and Power: of the 
Jewiſh nation. 

Pilgrim. But have they no hope that, one day, the 
city of Jerufalem and the Temple ſhall be rebuilt, and 
ſhine in their former luſtre, as after the Babyloniſh 
captivity ? 

Cleophas. They are in expectation of ſomething of a 
Meffiah, who is to reſtore their kingdom; but it is all 
deluſton: For already ſeveral deſigning impoſtors and 
fanatics have appeared, pretending to be the deliverers 
of the people, and were joined by no ſmall numbers, 
but it always came to nothing and ever will, for che 


prediction of Daniel ſtandeth ſure, © That to the con- 


ſummation of things, the rain ſhall pour on the deſo- 
late city.“ Then Jeſus, who is the true and the only 
Meſſiah, and whom they rejected, has expreſsly declared, 
« That their houſes ſhall be left deſolate; for ſuch 
kingdoms God will not reſtore. His kingdom is a 
heavenly kingdom, which endureth for ever, and 
where all believers ſhall-be gathered together. This is 
our credence, hope, and conſolation; this is all we look 
after in this world; whilſt the Jess, in their ambitibus 
expectation of another monarchy on earth, will be 
utterly diſappointed; Remain they fhall to che end of 
the world, but never recover their ancient kingdom. 
No promiſe of temporal grandeur is made to the people 
of God; their portion here ſeems to be contempt, 
diftreſs, 2nd perſecution. It is the road Chriſt has trod 
before us; and very little elſe have we, his followers, 
met with in our pilgrimage. 

Pilgrim. What do you talk of perſecutions, Father? 


concluded there was an 0. of all ſuch violences, on 


the 
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the overthrow of the Jewiſh kingdom. Have there, 
then, been any other tyrants, than among the Jews? I 
thought that they only were God's enemies, and Jeru- 
ſalem had been deftroyed purely on that account. 
Cleophas. How]! have you forgot; I told you we 
were ſlaughtered like ſheep by the Roman Emperors, 
and that many of the Apoſtles trad ſuffered in the 
Pagan countries? The Jews, indeed, were the firſt 
incendiaries, and their guilt the greater as the divine 
light had ſhone among them ; but their rancour com- 
municated itſelf to the Heathens, who ſhowed us no 
mercy. To think what numbers ſuffered martyrdom 
under that ſavage tyrant, the Emperor Nero, who was 
the firſt Pagan perſecutor, then under Domitian, and now 
again under Trajan! It is impoſſible to give a detail of 
the ſeveral cruelties exerciſed by Nero's inſatiate rage. 
Firſt, out of mere hatred and enmity to the Chriſtians, 
he ſet the city of Rome on fire, and played on the 
harp whilſt he was viewing the conflagration, then 
gave out that it had been a plot of the Chriſtians, as a 
pretence for perſecuting them; and perſecuted they 
were with unheard-of inhumanity. It was a branch of 
the public games to let wild beaſts looſe againſt them. 
Sometimes they were ſewed up in the hides of beaſts, 
and thus torn to pieces by dogs. It is certain, there 
never was a more ſanguinary wretch than this ſame 
Nero; he cauſed his mother Agrippa to be ripped 
up, and put to death the celebrated Seneca, once his 
tutor, with many more of the principal men at Rome. 
Such wanton cruelty leſſens our amazement at his pro- 
cedures againſt the Chriſtians, or that he ſhould con- 
demn the holy Apoſtles to torturing deaths, or that, by 
his command, Paul, that zealous ſervant of God, had 
his head ſtruck off by a ſword, on the road to Oftium ; 
or that he ſhould confer rewards on any, who appre- 
hended or murdered any Chriftian diſtinguiſhed for 
rank or abilities. His own neareſt relations.” his moſt 


ths. faithful 
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faithful friends fell victims to his ſuſpicions, or even his 


humours: Then what could Chriſtians expect ? 
Pilgrim. You mentioned Chriſtians being ſewed up 


in the hides of beaſts; but this was a wild beaſt in the _ 


figure of a man. 


Cleopbas. We had no better treatment from Domi- - 


tian ; who, in his youth, ſhewed a cruel turn of mind, 
amuling himſelf with ſtabbing flies with a needle ; and, 
In his riper years, he was never better pleaſed than at 
ſeeing exccutions, and thoſe generally very iniquitous 
and cruel], but chiefly executions of Chriſtians ; and 
in him this was not more the effect of cruelty than 
arrogance : For, affecting the title of Lord and God, 
he could not bear that any other ſhould be ſtyled ſo; 
and the Chriſtians refuſing to comply with his pride, 
as it is only to Jeſus Chriſt that ſuch an appellation be- 
longs, his fury in deſtroying them became the more 
violent. Helikewiſe endeavoured to extirpate every one 
of the lineage of David, with a view to prevent the 
coming of the true Meſſiah, whom the Jews ſtill ex- 
pected from that family. Some were burned, ſome 
hanged, ſome crucified, ſome flayed, ſome broiled, 
many were ſcorched to death in a brazen bull, parti- 
cularly the good Antipas at Pergamus and John, the 
laſt ſurviving of the Apoſtles, was boiled in oil; 
Timothy, who had been ſuch a diligent aſſiſtant to 
Paul, was ſtoned to death in the Temple of Diana at 
beſils. Some, as Attilius Glabrio, at Rome, were 
= to fight againſt wild beaſts, To be only baniſhed, or 
driven from one's home, was a particular favour; and 
this was the caſe of Ignatius, biſhop of Antioch; 
he has ventured to return to his flock ; but ſo many ſnares 
are laid for him, that it is much to be apprehended he 
will ſoon come to a violent death; for he is an un- 


daunted follower of the Apoſtles, in the holineſs of 


their lives, and zeal to propagate the truths of falva- 


tion, and, I am ſure, will readily partake of their moſt 
tevere ſufferings, It was after ſuch excellent men that 


the 
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the ſtricteſt ſearch was made. Flavia Domicilla, his 
own ſiſter's daughter, was baniſhed, with a mixed 


multitude, to the iſland of Pontus; and the Apoſtle 
John, after his miraculous deliverance from the cauldron 
of boiling oil, was obliged to abſcond in the iſle of 
Patmos : Some were conden ned during life to the 
mines, or other hard labour, which was a cutting 
ſtroke to their wives and children, as now, for ever, 


deprived of their huſbands and fathers. The Jews alſo 


were ſo oppreſſed by this mercileſs Emperor, that they 


had ſcarce a baſket left to go a begging with; and 
happy was he who had a truſs of hay to ſleep on. But 
this was nothing, or rather indulgence, to what the 
Chriſtians ſuffered; many were dragged from their 
beds to execution; others wandered about the deſerts, 
lived hid in caverns, amidſt hunger, thirſt, and every 
diſtreſs, clad in ſheep and goats ſkins, as the refuſe and. 
off-ſcouring of the earth. Oh, Son, were I to enter 
into a detail of all his horrid acts of inhumanity, the 
ſtrange ſufferings invented againſt Chatte it would 
take up many days. | 

Pilerim. It is melancholy that man is ſaſcemibls. 
of ſuch depravity : Bur pray, F ther did theſe raves 
die peaceably in their beds ? | 

Clecphas, Nero, in the fourteenth year of his reign, 
but when not thirty two years old, execrated by all, 
and underſtanding that there was a, deſign againſt his 
life, in deſpair ſtole out of the city and tabbed himſelf. 
Domitian, after ſitting twelve years on the imperial 
throne, was murdered in his palace, whilſt reading a 
letter delivered to him by the aſſaſſin; and ſuch was 
the abhorrence of him, that his name was eraſed out 
of all records, and the ſtatues erected in honour. of 
him every where pulled down. 

Pilgrim. Did this put an end to the perſecutions ? ? 

Clecphas. Under Nerva, his ſucceſſor, the Chriſt- 
1ans bad a ſhort reſpite. He was a moſt mild and gra- 
cicus Prince. All exiles were permitted to return, 
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than which nothing could give greater joy to Chriſtian 


churches and families. The venerable John returned 
from the iſland of Patmos to Epheſus, where he was 
received with the warmeſt effuſions of love. Ignatius 
again ſaw himſelf within his beloved Antioch. Thus 


alſo they, who had been condemned to the mines, and 


forced to ſeek refuge in deſerts, now interchanged em- 
braces with their joyful families, thanking and praiſing 
God. But, alas, of ſhort continuance was this joy! 
For ſcarce had this good Emperor reigned a year and 
a half, when he was ſucceeded by Trajan, who now 
ſits on the throne, Under him the perſecutions have 
broken out in all their fermer cruelty ; there is the ſame 
killing, burning, and hanging as ever; not a day 
paſſes, but we hear of ſuch a one put to the torture, 
another impriſoned, and all his ſubſtance confiſcated, 
another burned, another beheaded, another cr acified, 
and ſo on; and this having already been the courſe 
theſe eight years paſt, we can ſcarce hope for better 
times; that is known only to God, in whoſe hands 
weare. As for us, we hold ourſelves daily in readineſs 
for whatever may befall us. 

Pilgrim. Is this Emperor, then, ſuch a tyrant as thoſe 
you were ſpeaking of ? 

- Cleophas. Thar is not an improper queſtion ; yet it 


muſt be anſwered i in the negative; for, as to morality, 


he is as good an Emperor as ever can be. 

Hilgrim. That ſurprizes me, for I cannot reconcile 
the perſecution of innocent people with goodneſs. 

Clzophas. You muſt know, Son, that the world, in 
the height of its wiſdom, cannot comprehend the 
myſteries of God. This Emperor is poſſeſſed with a 
prejudice, thar we are a profane ſet of people, becaufe 
we do not worſhip the Gods of other nations: 
You remember what Noah told you of the begin- 
ning of idolatry; you have alſo heard from me, 
that ſeveral famous nations have paid divine 
worſhip to Jupiter, Venus, Pallas, Veſta, Saturn, 
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Pluto, and many more, as divinities; and this, Time, 


by the addition of entertaining fables, has ſo rivetted 


in the minds, that Temples have been erected, and ſa- 
crifices offered to them, as over- ruling the world, and 
conferring on mankind the favours, which they, in 
reality, derive from the one God, the Creator of Hea- 
ven and earth; and for our aſcribing thefe to the only 
God anddenying thoſe fictitious divinities, we are perſe- 
cuted as a profane generation. Accordingly, on any 
public calamity, as a peſtilence, famine, earthquake, fre- 
uent fires, or long continuance of unſeaſonable noxious. 
weather, the blame is laid on us. All this, they ſay, is 
owing to the Gods not having their due offerings ; they 
are offended at ſuch neglect of them, and therefore are 
we puniſhed, To ſuch falſe prepoſſeſſions, it is owing 
that we are deſpiſed and hated by all men; and that 
magiſtrates, otherwiſe worthy men, fuch. as, for in- 
ſtance, is this Emperor, think it a point of duty to 
perſecute us. > 55 8 
Pilgrim. But does not your mortified life, and your 
holy walking, evince the falſity and injuſtice of ſuch 
prepoſſeſſions?g? 5 5 e, 
Cleopbas. Our enemies have been very induſtrious to 
paint us in the very worſt colours, and throw at us all 


the ſlander human malice can invent. They give out 


that in our ſocieties, which are often held by night, 


many abominable tranſactions are committed, and this 


imputation the Pagan Priefts are not wanting to ſecond, 


' with aggravations, before their magiſtrates; of whom, 


however, fome, who were not for taking things on 
truſt, found, from their own obſervation and enquiries, . 
the caſe very different; and it is but very lately, 
that Pliny, Governor of Bithynia in Aſia, wrote to 
the Emperor in commendation of the Chriſtians, and 
even expreſſes his admiration of their innocence, purity, 
and philanthropy : ** They hurt nobody (fays he,) they 
have a cuſtom of meeting early in the morning, and 


pray and ſing hymns to their God; with many other 


COm- 
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commendable actions, and rules of behaviour; that he 
had, therefore, thought proper to ſuſpend all ſeveritics 
againſt the Chriſtians.” The Emperor, hereupon, 
ordered, indeed, that no ſearch ſhould be made after 
Chriſtians ; yet, at the ſame time, that they who were 
in priſon ſhould be put to death. The perſecutions, 
however, were not entirely diſcontinued, and if in any 
places they were relaxed, it was owing to the humanity 
of ſome particular Deren thoſe of a leſs com- 
paſſionate diſpoſition ſometimes acted the hypocrite, 
and with much feeming concern would ſay, © It is 
the Emperor's edict which put you to death, and not 
I.” Thus, under a pretence of duty to the Sovereign, 
many valuable lives were taken away, with circumftauces 
of inſult and cruelty. 
Pilgrim. That was ſad, indeed. 
Cleophas. I ſhould bewail them night and day, did 
not theſe ſufferings allo afford juſt matter of great joy. 
Pilgrim. What joy can hanging, burning, behead- 
ing, and the like cruelties afford ? Were it only con- 
fiſcation of goods and baniſhment, can any one take 
leaſure in the tears of widows, and the ejulations of 
little deſtitute orphans ? 
Uleopbas. The tears of us Chriſtians bring advantages 
| Infinite with them. 
Pilgrim. I own myſelf ſtill at a loſs to compre- 
hend your meaning. 
Cleophas. Son, I have lived in ſeveral perſecutions; 
I have alſo ſeen intervals of quiet; and what was the 
conſequence. The humility, the devotion, the mor- 
tification to this world, which perſecution produced in 
us! We lived by moderate labour; our food, drink, 
and cloathing were plain and ſimple, and thatched 
huts our dwellings, as became thoſe who profeſſed them- 
ſelves pilgrims on earth. There was no hoarding up of 
worldly ſubſtance; every one diftributed his ſurplus 
among the poor; we kept open table with a cordial 


chearfulneſs ; we had our private meetings in woods, 
and 
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and ſequeſtred pits and caverns; to be preſent at which we 
grudged no fatigue, rejoĩcing to ſee each other's face. 


Barns and lofts were more pleaſing to us than all the mag- 
nificence of Solomon's Temple. Oh, the ſweet offices of 
devotion which were celebrated, the heavenly raptures 
which ſwelled our hearts in thoſe ſqualid places! Thither 


in their white veſtments, emblems of their purity, 


came our Prieſts to comfort and inſtruct their flocks; 
and if any ſtrangers felt the divine impulſe, and de- 
fired to be incorporated with us by baptiſm, what tears 
of joy, what ecſtacy, what love were ſeen throughout 
the whole ſociety! All the powers of our ſouls had 
ſhaken off every worldly ſhackle and imcumbrance z 
we ſtood in an habitual readineſs, as it were, with our 
wings ſtretched out to take our flight to Heaven, Many 
have I myſelf known, who longed for their execution, 
as the bleſſed inſtant, when, delivered from this world 


of fin and forrow, they ſhould be tranſported to the 


converſe of their beloved bridegroom Jeſus Chriſt, that 
neither fire, ſword, nor wild beaſts could intimidate 
them. What do I fay ? intimidate; they were rather 
more ſtimulated to face thoſe inſtruments of death and 
torture, Indeed to them they are only cathartic medi- 
cines againſt the corruptions of nature; and which, ſo 
far from anſwering the ſcope of our enemies, augment 
the number of Chriſtians, that it is become a common 


ſaying, The blood of martyrs is the ſeed of the church. 


Pilgrim. This was an attachment and ardour, of 
which mere Nature ſeems ſcarce capable; I hope it did 
not cool in the times of freedom. : | 

Cleophas. Alas, no ſooner were the perſecutions diſ- 
continued, and edicts publiſhed, allowing Chriſtians 
the unmoleſted exerciſe of their religion, than this in- 


tenſeneſs began to relax. Security gave riſe to various 


projects. One betook himſelf to trade, another bought 


a field, which he converted into an orchard, another 


turned farmer, and all eager to enlarge their dealings, 


and add houſe to houſe; others gave themſelves up to 


other 
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other occupations; all alike ſlaves to the things here 
below. Then, inſtead of devotion and heavenly- 


mindedneſs, their thoughts began to turn on the ele- 
gancies of life, how much was required to ſupport ſuch 
a manner of living; then fortunes were to be pro- 


vided for their children, that they might live like them 


ſelves. In ſhort, the mind became polluted perplexed, 
and incumbered. If, by the indulgence, our aſſemblies 
were more crowded, a ſtrange coldneſs, inattention, 
and even ſome levity, was remarked ;1t was but too plain, 
that many came rather out of form and cuſtom, than 


from any thing of a devout diſpoſition; and brotherly 


love, for which we were remarkable, began to cool. 

They who before rejoiced to relieve their poor brethren, 
cloſed their hands; their love of money was more pre- 
valent in them than the love of fouls; gain was pre- 
ferred to godlineſs, and poverty became a reproach; 

in ſhort, the univerlal aim was to be rich; yet tatal to 
many did riches prove, expoſing them to the enticements 
of the world. Chriſtians began to court the favour of 
the great, to ſollicit. for employments, to affect the 
Faſhions, to build fine; houſes, to vary their dreſs, to 
give entertainments, to hate, toenvy, to wiſh, to hope, 

to fear, and all about theſe periſhable things of ſenſe: ; 
which, in the times of perſecution, we did not eſteem 
worth a ſerious thought. They, who before took joy- 
fully the ſpoiling of their goods, would now have riſ- 


qued their lives, or, at leaſt, have made uſe of any 


artifice or prevarication to ſave them: Humility, 
poverty of ſpirit, and patience, without which all religion 
withers or is vain, were thrown aſide. You muſt think, 
Son, what a detriment this was to our holy aſſemblies, 
by the liſtleſſneſs, the diſſipation, the ſelf love, the 
affectation of ſuperiority, the conteſts which ſpread 
among us. The abovementioned, Pliny, who had ven- 
tured to write to the Emperor Trajan, in favour of 
the Chriſtians, obſerving this degeneracy, adviſed him 
to indulge them in a full liberty, and then: they ft 
a 
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re fall away of their own accord! A deep fetched counſel! 
* For, certainly; there is no poiſon ſo dangerous to incau- 
4 | tious man, as nll; nene and a fall fruition of this 
world. 2 P6115 


4 1 But your Eccleſiaſties mould renuouſly 
& preach againft ſuch exceſſes, and not give over till 
> they are rooted out. They ſhould exhort,- urge, and 
threaten, that the people may, as far as poltble, 9 
age thoſe diſeaſes of the ſou. 
| Cleopbas. Oh, Son, there is ho want bf that; We 
have as muck preaching, W nufting and remonſtra- 
ting, as in the perſecuting times. The ſermohs may be 
ſaid to be more learned, the place of worſhip more 
large and commodious, and the congregations more 
numerous, than in the times of affliction. But what 
ſignifies all this? Eaſe rivets the love of the world in 
our hearts. The very Eccleſiaſtics themſelves, one after 
another, flip into the mire. How many have I known, 
whoſe vehemence has turned to a ſupineneſs! Hands, 
which once wrote letters breathing a devout energy, 
are now taken up with books of accounts. The feet, 
which neither dark nights nor foul weather could de- 
tain from haſtening to the meetings of believers, now 
aſſiduouſſy tread. the Exchange. The tongue which, 
like a torrent, poured forth the praiſes of God, now 
talks of news, bargains, and the worldly concerns of 
others. At the diſtributions, and our feaſts of love, 
the poor ſit confuſed and dejected, at the overbearing 
deportment of the wealthy, inſtead of the cordial ſoci- 
ality always obſer ved on ſuch occaſions. Hence grudg- 
ings, envyings, and heart-burnings, a decay of bene vo- 
lence, variances in the churches: And, did not God 
ſometimes chaſtiſe his people with the ſword of perſe- 
cution, who knows to what lengths they might be car- 
ried by ſuch earthly- minded Eccleſiaſtics, what innova- 
tions they might introduce, and whether a general apo- 
ſtacy may not be impending over us! Yet, I truſt 
that God, being the Father of mercies, will preſerve 
| his 
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his church from ſo dreadful an evil; and that ſafety, 
and devotion, and eaſe, and piety, may kiſs each other. 


Pilgrim. But, Father, I cannot think that all your 


Eccleſiaſtics were infected with the contagion of eaſe. 
Cleophas. No, no; that would have been very bad, 
indeed, I ſpoke only of the generality. I am not ig- 
norant of the ſteady piety of ſome paſtors, as Ananias 
of Alexandria, who died about one and twenty years 
fince, and his ſucceſſor. Abilias, who, in the moſt dan- 
rous times, behaved with unſhaken magnanimity; 
and his death did not diſgrace his life. He was ſuc- 
ceeded by Cerdon, who now preſides over the church 
_ there with exemplary piety, There is alſo Ignatius of 
Antiochia; I ſcarce know his equal for ſanctity and a 
well-tempered zeal. With what affection, yet with 
what vehemence, he urges his flock to conſtancy in 
theſe triſtful times? And he himſelf expects that, pur- 
ſuant to the Emperor's cruel edict, he ſhall very ſoon 
be apprehended and dragged to execution. What ſhall 
I fay of the good Polycarp, who, as ſucceſſor to his in- 
* the bleſſed Apoſtle John, governs the church 
at Smyrna with moſt falutary wiſdom? The church of 
Hieropolis is very happy under Papias and Quadratus, 
two bright luminaries, who communicate to them what 
they had heard from the Apoſtles, and what the Holy 
Ghoſt ſtill performs by them, and with a paternal ten- 
derneſs feeds them with the food of life. I need not 
enlarge on the character of Clement of Rome, a diſciple 
of Paul, or of others, their care and diligence to walk 
in the ſteps of their predeceſſors being conſpicuous to 
every eye, Oh, how beautiful are the feet of the pro 
phecies walking amidſt the churches! What — 
and erudition are heard there! How ſolemnly the re- 
maining writings of the Apoſtles are read, together with 
the Epiſtles of glorious martyrs compoſed amidſt the 
horrors of a priſon ! Such effuſions of contrite tears! 
Such prayers and hymns! The ſerious preparations 


there made tor the day of death, whatever it may be, 
whether 


— 
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whether on a croſs or a gibbet, in a fire or a bed. Oh, 

the hoary Apoftle John, who has ſurvived all the reſt of 
that venerable band, and whom in my younger years 
I knew a boy ! How was I affected with his laſt admo- 


nition to his flock, whom he always termed his dear 


children, which was only 7 Yove one another; and this, 
indeed, is the bond of perfection, as we daily experience 
among our ſect. Happy me, if my ſheep here, within 
this ruined city of Jeruſalem, thrive under my care, as 
thoſe of Smyrna have under his miniſtry. It is now ſe- 
ven years ſince they lament the loſs of him; and as for 
my diſcharge from the paſtoral office, I hope the great 
ſhepherd will provide an able ſucceſſor, The perſon I 
recommend to them is Juſtus, a man of indefatigable 
zeal and irreproachable morals: Long has he been 
my fellow-labourer. And now, Son, it is full time 
that I return to my duty over the little fold committed 
to my charge forty years ago, ſoon after the - martyr- 
dom of the bleſſed Apoftle James the Leſs. I have 
already ſpent four days * you, and endeavoured to 
fatisfy you in all your ſeveral queſtions ; the evening, 
being now pretty far ſpent, intimates to us to repair to 
our homes. 
Pilgrim. It would be rude, Father, to detain you any 
longer; yet I could willingly have aſked a queſtion or 
two about thoſe apoſtolic writings, which you men- 
tioned to be read in your congregations, who were the 
authors of them, and with whom they were depoſited ? 
Cleophas. You ſeem inclined, Son, to lead me on 
from one ſabject to another. They have been collected 
from various places, Corinth, Rome, Epheſus, Phi- 
lippi, Coloſſe, and others, and lately digeſted into one 
volume. In four of them you will meet with a much 


fuller and clearer account of the hiſtory of Jeſus than 


J have given you. The firft is written by the Apoſtle 
Matthew; the ſecond by Mark, a diſciple of Nr 
the third by Luke, a companion of Paul; the fourth, 
which was not become public till about ten years ago, 


We 


| 
| 
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we owe to that aged Apoſtle John, as likewiſe a book 
full of myſteries, which he wrote during his ſolitude in 
the iſle of Patmos. The other writings are in number 
twenty two, moſt written by St. Paul to the churches 
of thoſe times, and carefully kept for the inſtruction 
of poſterity, I recommend them to your peruſal: - 

You will therein find the truth of every particular 1 
have told you, concerning our religion. Now be fo 

good as to lend me your hand over theſe rugged heaps 
| off ſtones, that I may return to my dwelling. 

Pilgrim. Inſtead of wondering that your limbs are 
ſomething {tiff at your great age, I rather wonder that 
you are able to walk at n 

Cleophas. Yes, Son, you may ealily conceive how 
it muſt be with ſuch an one as I, who have lived in the 
reigns of twelve ſucceſſive Emperors, being born in 
the thirty-frſt of that of Auguſtus, and was ſeven and 
twenty years of age at Tiberius's acceſſion to the 
throne, under whom Chrift was crucified, and the 
Goſpel had its. beginning in this unhappy city. In my 
forty eighth year Tiberius was ſucceeded by Caligula, 
the firſt author of the calamities in Judza, and firſt 
perſecutor of Chriſtians. Three years after, Claudius 
came to be Emperor, and under him the Goſpel was, 
every where, openly preached, and the Evangelical 
writings drawn up and tranſcribed. In my fixty fifth 
year began. the reign of the unnatural * rant Nero, 
whoſe cruelty diſcharged itſelf, in a very horrid man- 
ner, on the Apoſtles, the Chriſtians indiſcriminately, 
and the whole country of Judæa. My eightieth year 
ſhew the three reigns of Galba, Otho, and Vitellius; 
then began the reign of Veſpaſian, which laſted ten 
years, and ſtands famed for the total deſtruction of 
Jeruſalem, and diſperſion: of the Jews, as I; have, at 
large, related to you. In my ninetieth year, his ſon 
Titus, a Prince of excellent moral qualities, ſucceeded 
him, but before three years were at an end, he is ſuß- 


poſed to have qeen poiſoned: by his brother, Wk 
under 
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under whom broke out a moſt terrible perſecution 


againſt the Chriſtians in all places. In the hundred 
and eighth year of my age the good Nerva ſucceeded to 
the Empire, and under him we enjoyed an unmoleſted 
tranquillity; but in my hundred and eleventh year 
news came of the deceaſe of that worthy Emperor; 
however, that the Crown had been conferred on Tra- 


jan, from whoſe virtues we might expect the like gra- 
cious indulgence. In the beginning of his reign St. 

John died at Epheſus: And it is now eight years ſince 
this moral Emperor has drawn the ſword of perſecution 
againſt it; when he will ſheath it, is known only to Him 


who knoweth all things: But I, who have nearly reach- 


ed the age of Moſes, expect nothing but to die by the 
hands of violence, as Jeſus my Lord; thus paſſing 


the ſame way into a bleſſed eternity, 


Pilgrim. May all your wiſhes be anſwered, Father; 
long ſhall I think on what I have heard from you. 


Theſe broken walls, theſe maſſy ſtones, theſe great 


eminences, with the foundations of palaces here and 
there projecting out of them, and chiefly thoſe lofty 
towers, will often bring to my mind what you have 


told me of the frightful calamities and deſtruction of 


this city. Sion Hill will remind me of the Kingdom 


of David, Moriah of the Building of the Temple, 
Calvary of the Crucifixion of Jeſus, Mount Olivet 
of his Aſcenſion, the ruins of Bethlehem of his Birth, 
the broken Fountain Gate of his Entrance into Jeruſalem, 
Bethany of his Abode, and the whole country of his 


Journeys; alſo of many circumſtances, which you have 


related to me concerning the Patriarchs, Prophets, and 


Apoſtles: And how ſhould J have known what all 
theſe things meant, had it not been for your kind infor- 
mations? Great is the benefit and delight of converſing 
with men of age and wiſdom ; for your relations have 
not only eaſed me of the perplexity and amazement 
I was under, at the firſt ſight of theſe grand ruins, but 
given me a clear inſight of the courſe of the divine 
ä Providence, 
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Power in bringing to nought the mighty ones of the 


benefit which you have already received from my Nar- 
rative; and J hope that, by reflection, meditation, and 


Providence, both in the things which [ heard 1 
Adam and Noah, and thoſe of which you have given 
me ſo perſpicuous and ſo regular an account. I per- 
ceive God's Goodneſs in the accompliſhment of the di- 
vine promiſes, his Wiſdom in the ceconomy of them, his 1 * 


earth, his Juſtice in the puniſhment of the wicked, and, 
laſtly, his unſearchable Mercies towards thoſe who 
fincerely love and ſerve him. Your narrative will ever 
be a fund of edifying reflections to me; it will lead me. 
from the ſhadow to the real ſubſtance; it will with 
draw my affections from earthly, and raiſe them to 
heavenly fruitions. Thus, Father, being under the 
higheſt obligations to you, it is my fervent wiſh, 


though without any doubt, that you may ſhine in glo- 
ry with Jeſus, the hope of our ſalvation; alſo that, 


though now we are going to be ſeparated in body, we 
may meet again in the manſions of eternal felicity. 5 
Cleophas. Thank you, Son: And I rejoice in the M 


prayer, you will make a farther advancement, in order 
ro which, I with you every bleſſing from the Father of 


| Lights, and the Giver of every ſe gift, through. 
Jeſus C Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 


The E N D. 


* 


Books s from which is extrafted the Subſtance of theſe 
DIALOGUES, 


1 3 HE Scriptures. 

Joſephus's Hiſtory of the Jews. | - 
Egeſippus' s Deſtruction of Jeruſalem. 
Euſebius's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, 
Nicephorus. _ 

Baronius's Church Hiſtory, 
St. Auguſtin de Civitate Dei. 
Pliny's Natural Hiſtory. 
Hoe» oh 's Paraphraſe. 

Petrus Meſſias's Lectures. 
Du Pleſſis's Book of Nature. 


Travels into the Holy Land, by different Aus 


Dictionary of the proper Naines mentioned in the Bible, 
The Dutch Chronologer. | | 
Calvin's Harmony. 

Mercator's Harmony. 


Memorable Sayings. 
Lives of Chriſt, by different Authors, 


| Several Diſſertations on the Paſſion. : 


